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CONDITIONS AND POLITICS IN OCCUPIED WESTERN EUROPE 1940-1945 


PART FIVE. 1944, SECTION B (Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and Vatican). 


Selected from PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE CLASS FO 371 
(General Correspondence. Political ) 


The reel numbering of the whole Series is continuous. 
Part One (1940) appears on Reels 1-12, Part Two (1941) 
on Reels 13-39, Part Three (1942) on Reels 40-63, Part 
Four (1943) on Reels 64-95, and Section A of Part Five 
(1944) on Reels 96-122. 


Section B of Part Five (1944) appears on Reels 123-142 
and includes the files on Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and Vatican. 


CONTENTS OF PART FIVE, 1944, SECTION B 


FILE NO. DESCRIPTION 
REEL 123 
ITALY 1944 43791 Political situation under the 
Southern Badoglio Government 
Department 
43792 Political situation under the 
| Badoglio Government 
43793 Political situation: Signor 
Bonomi takes office 
43794 Political situation: Signor 
Bonomi takes office 
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ITALY 1944 


Southern 


Department 
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ITALY 1944 
Southern 


Department 


FILE NO. 
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43797 


43799 
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43801 
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Political situation under the 


Bonomi Government 


Political situation under the 


Bonomi Government 


Political situation under the 
Bonomi Government 


Reorganisation of the Italian 


cabinet 


Reorganisation of the Italian 
cabinet 


Italian cabinet crisis 
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Italian cabinet crisis 


Policy of Count Sforza - 
relations with Marshal Badoglio 


Political situation: Bari 
Congress of Democratic Parties 


Political situation before 
the Liberation of Rome 
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ITALY 1944 43834 Soviet policy in Italy 
-Southern 
Department 43836 Internal situation in Italy 
43837 Internal situation in Italy 
43838 Internal situation in Italy 
43842 Political warfare in Italy 
43858 Prohibition of political 
activity in occupied territory 
43869 Situation in Rome prior to. 
liberation 
43870 Situation in Rome prior to 
liberation 
Reet 127 
ITALY 1944 43871 Situation in Rome prior to 
Southern | liberation 
Department 
43872 Situation in Rome prior to 
liberation 
43873 - Situation in Rome prior to 
liberation 
43874 Situation after liberation of 


Rome by Allied Forces 
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ITALY 1944 


Southern 
Department 
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ITALY 1944 
Southern 
Department 
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Political situation 
Italy 


Political situation 
Italy 


Political situation 
Italy 


Political situation 
Italy 


in Northern 


in Northern 


in Northern 


in Northern 


Free Italian movement 


Allied policy in Italy: 


abdication issue 


Allied policy in Italy: 


abdication issue - 


Allied policy in Italy: 


abdication issue 


Allied policy in Italy: 


abdication issue 


Allied policy in Italy: 


abdication issue 
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ITALY 1944 
Southern 
Department 


REEL 132 


ITALY: 1944 
Southern 
Department 
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Southern 
Department 
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43944 
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43946 
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DESCRIPTION 


Allied policy in Italy: 
abdication issue 


German and neo=Fascist- 
propaganda 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy and in enemy- 
occupied Italy 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy and in enemy- 
occupied Italy 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy and in enemy- 
occupied Italy 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy and in enemy- 
occupied Italy 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy and in enemy- 
occupied Italy 


Reports on conditions in 
liberated Italy and in enemy- 
occupied Italy 


Conditions in Italy: Stockholm 


intelligence reports 
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NETHERLANDS 1944 
Central 
Department 
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NORWAY 1944 
Northern 
Department 
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39330 


39331 


39336, 


39350 


39351 


DESCRIPTION 


Broadcast addresses by 
Queen Wilhelmina 


Political Warfare Executive 


- directives 


Conditions in the Netherlands 
Conditions in the Netherlands 
Conditions in the Netherlands 


Financial situation: supplies 
programme 


British help for the Netherlands 


Return of the Netherlands 


Government to Holland 


Norwegian Royal Family 
Situation in Norway 
Situation in Norway 
Situation in Norway 
Situation in Norway 


Situation in Norway 
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Department 
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43243 


43250 


43251 


43252 
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Situation in Norway 
Situation in Norway 


Norwegian civilian internees 
in Germany 


German directives to 
Norwegian press 


Deportation to Germany of 
Oslo University students 


Directives for BBC Norwegian 


service 
Intelligence Review 


Review of the Foreign Press: 
Norway 


Provisional plans for 
liberation of Norway 


Provisional plans for 
liberation of Norway 


Provisional plans for 
liberation of Norway 
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Northern 


Department 


REEL 13/7 


PORTUGAL 1944 
Central 
Department 


SPAIN 1944 
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Department 
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39678 


DESCRIPTION 


Provisional plans for 


liberation of Norway 


Provisional plans for 
liberation of Norway 
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Collaborators in Norway 


German agents in Portugal: 
resignation of German minister 
in Lisbon 


Dr. Salazar's views on 
European situation 


Political and Internal situation 
Political and Internal situation 


Political situation: Falange 
activities 


Political situation: Falange 
activities 


Political situations: Sr. 
Lequenca, appointed new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 


Political situation: press 
declarations by General Franco 


PiLe NV. 
REEL 138 
SPAIN 1944 39682 
Central 
Department 
39683 
39711 
7 
39712 
39713 
39714 
39715 
REEL 139 
SPAIN 1944 39722 
Central 
Department 


39723 


39735 


DESCRIPTION 


German espionage in Spanish 
North Africa 


German espionage in Spanish 
North Africa 


British press publicity: 
BBC broadcasts 


British press- publicity: 
BBC broadcasts 


British press publicity: 
BBC broadcasts 


British press pane nes ry: 
BBC broadcasts 
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British press publicity: 
BBC broadcasts 


German activities: 
procrastination in regard to 
expulsion of German agents by 
Spanish government 


German activities: 
procrastination in regard to 
expulsion of German agents by 
Spanish government 

Spanish press: anti-Allied 
propaganda 
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FILE. NO. DESCRIPTION 
REEL 139 (cont.) 
SPAIN 1944 39817 Situation on Franco=Spanish 
Central frontier 
Department 
39818 Situation on Franco-Spanish 
frontier 
REEL 140 
SWEDEN 1944 43467 Trend in Swedish opinion away 
Northern from policy of isolation 
Department 
43473 Review of Foreign Press: 
European Neutrals 
43478 Norwegian Police Force in 
Sweden: training of 
43480 Overseas Press Summary: Sweden 
A348] Overseas Press Summary: Sweden 
43482 Overseas Press Summary: Sweden 
43490 Special Operations Executive: 
: operations and sundry propaganda 
work in Sweden 
< 
REEL 141 
SWEDEN 1944 43499 Swedish foreign policy and 
Northern attitude towards the war 


Department Situation cag 


REEL 141 (cont. ) 


SWEDEN 1944 


Northern 
Department 


SWITZERLAND 1944 


Central 
Department 


REEL 142 


VATICAN 1944 
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Department 
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FILE NO. 


43500 


43501 


43516 


43529 


43536 


43548 


39859 


39860 


39888 


44213 


DESCRIPTION 


Swedish foreign policy and 
attitude towards the war 
Situation 


Internal situation: political 
events 


Alleged military collaboration 
between Sweden and Germany 


German press and propaganda 
activities in Sweden 


Swedish reaction to transport 
of Norwegian internees to 


Germany 


Situation of refugees in 
North Norway 


Propaganda: plan for 
Switzerland 


Miscellaneous reports on Swiss 
policy 


Political situation in 
Switzerland 


Anglo-Vatican relations: 


Mr. Churchill's visit to the 


Pope 
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VATICAN 1944 
Southern 
Department 
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FILE NO. 


44216 


44217 


44225 


44226 


44227 


44229 


44230 


44231 


44233 


DESCRIPTION 


Speeches by the Pope 
Speeches by the Pope 


Asylum in the Vatican City 
For Axis diplomats 


Asylum in the Vatican City 
for Axis diplomats 


Foreign policy of the Vatican: 
Papal diplomacy in the World 
War II 


Vatican interest in educational 
matters in Southern Italy 


Vaticm relations with Fascist 
Italy 


German propaganda: exploitation 
of Roman Catholic sentiment 


Propaganda to Catholics in 
Italy 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


This is the second section of the fifth part of a major 
research collection for modern European history which 

has been selected from the huge and immensely important 
Public Record Office class FO 371. Part 1 covered 1940, 


Part 2 deals with 1941, Part 3 with 1942, and Part 4 
contains the files for 1943, | 


As the allies made their massive advances so the information 
accessible to the Foreign Office grew in proportion and it 
has been necessary to divide Part Five into two sections. 
Section A contains more than 2/00 individual folders 

in 157 files dealing with Belgium and Luxemburg, Denmark, 

the Economic and Reconstruction Files, France, and the 
General Files. Section B contains a further 3100 individual 
Folders in 120 files which deal with Italy, Netherlands, 


Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and Vatican. 


Together the two sections cover the whole of the critical 
year leading up to D-Day. 


This collection is a unique documentary source for almost 
every aspect of the effect of the war in Europe and provides 
key insights into the diplomatic and propagandist strategy 
of the Foreign Office. 


In all cases complete files have been filmed and there are 
a few instances when files contain material outside the 
main theme of this collection. 


The general condition of the files is good but there are 
occasions when very poor duplicated copies or manuscript 
notes have been difficult to reproduce. Every care has 


been taken and the best possible image obtained. 
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Telegram from Montevideey: 


Mr. Winston Churchill evel UNIO SS Fe ey 
| Uruguayan episcopate, mer, ny 

assembly, approach Your Excellency & fala yor 

the name of Uruguayan Catholicism to contimue 

efforts to avoid bombardments of* Rome'/’ Ae ‘centre 

of Bia se ated 


Archbishop Montevideo. 
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Translation. 


o& Telegram from Bogota dated March 17, 1944. 
sie Minister Winston Churchill, 
London. 

As, spokesman of the thirty-one Colombian prelates 
and ten million Catholics, I have tl onour to address 
myself respectfully and urgently t¢ 
mer@fidea of the possible destructiqm of a es 
Rome besides being incomparable trqa 
school of culture, is the gloriousi#ec Bere pet 
Church, the injury of which would rpencdset yc 
‘shudder of inexpressible horror to’ the whole living 
the church, four hundred millions of the faithfu gg 
Holy See hastened to share the warm interest in the. 
preservation of Athens and Cairo. Catholics expect 
Rome, called by Byron "the home of souls," consideration 
not less than that observed towards those cities. 


Respectfully, 
Archbishop Primate of Colombia. 
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Charlies Street ‘ Central 8321 
0, Broadway: 4 4 Bradford 6007 
50, Bell mL: & du au Dundee 2108 
Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street . Edinburgh 25068 
Glasgow C.2 : 67, St. Vincent Street . City 7761 
Hull: 5, Silver Street ... . Central 35811 
Leeds 1: 18, Infirmary Street . Leeds 21518 
narerree 2: 4, Castie Street .. ... Central 5951 
QAAdAba wired) = . Central 3223 
Newcastle : 31, Mosley Street Newcastle | 32321 


Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker «.. . Sheffield 
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BIRMINGHAM : 
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Central Telex 7370. Central 


Telex 8112. 


50) D PRDERS Vi ' uit ts JARIOI Chen. 


Teles 23033. 


Central Telex 5800. 


Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are 


> Al Gibbon for this Company’ 


ALAA 


QUTAa 635 


® Jac ehh are Th received pene all Postal Telegraph SA but should be marked 


“VIA. tabs. Paresh ** if intended RE ORS 47 Ph HA wireless. This indtcation ts not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms. Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 
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(IRELAND). 


DUBLIN: 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) 


. Telephone No.: Dublin 74995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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— Address : 
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Number . 
private Ssecreta: de Janeiro, 


FROM puckinghen Palade : 
mmu 


+ Transmits telegram from Rio de Janeiro dated the 
(co ne caved) e6th March to His Majesty the King. 
i Apveal from the Episcopeti of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Brazil signed by Jaime Barros Camara, 
Daed Sth March,1944 Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro asking that efforts 
Received ; may be made to preserve Rome. 
in Registry ord or | ) 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE. 


The Private Secretary presents his 


compliments to the Private Secretary, 


Foreign Office, 


and would be much obliged if he would 


kindly arrange for a suitable reply to be sent 


to the enclosed. 


28th March 1944, 


\ 


“ 


ie Translation. 


ntti 
Telegram from Rio de Janeiro, March 26, 1944, 7 : 


His Britannic Majesty, 
London. 


Being extremely anxious regarding the safety 
of the Pope and his apostolic see, we beg permission 
to express to Your Majesty the earnest wish of the 
episcopate of the church in Brazil that the belligerents 
may still find means to preserve Rome, the cradle of 
Christianity, the capital of the Catholic world, from 
destruction, ruin and other terrible consequences 


of war. 
Respectfully, 


Jaime Barros Camara, 
Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro. 


— 


C Li, Cd 
GYoonmont Jelegtam 


Gpiceryf Urigurrand Serice Instructions 


RIO DE JANEIRO 26 


-NLT- 
SUA MAJESTADE BRITANITCA 


LONDON 


SUMAMENTE PREOCUPADO INCOLUMIDADE PAPA SUA SEDE APOSTOLICA PEDIMOS 
VENIA EXPRESSAR VOSSA MAJESTADE ARDENTE VOTO EPISCOPADO IGREUA 

i BRASIL POSSAM BELIGERANTES AINTA ENCONTRAR MEIOS PRESERVAR ROMA 
BERCO CRISTIANISMO CAPTIAL ORBE CATOLICO DESTRUICAO RUINA OUTRAS 
TERRIVEIS CONSEQUENCI AS GUERRA PT RESPEI TOSAMENTE 


JAIME BARROS CAMARA ARCEBISPO RIOQDEJANEIRO 
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Apfil s 1944, 


Lima, Os “ 
Montevideo, br” Appeals topreserve Rome from the con- 


190 
iggeeyctt > | sequences of war have now been received as 


Soigka, 36 ~ 1 follows: fo the King from the Archbishop of 


Rio de Janeiro, Sd | » | 
Aa ; Rio de Janeiro; to the Prime Minister from the 


Archbishops of Quito, Buenos Aires, Montevideo, 
f 0 Loncahcrnn ama SOrtna in Orike 6 Arad, Re Bi ae Naat Oda 
Colombiasg to me from the Archbishop of Peru 


Rie. 
and—te—tie~Paime Minister tuoi the Central 7” 


Comr he of Mexican Catholic Action U cee 

my — 9 Ans f TH 4 ° 

Repeat to I a Fo own information only, MA 
[Por youll o 


Washirgton, a6 
Holy See ///¥ laer) recogn seq ome as an open city; and - 


IN THIS MARGINeox = “eee > 


though we do not wen to close the door to any 
fF action which may seem necessary to protect Rome, 
we ate ay baked to tie our hands. It may, for 
instance, be desirable for Italian Government 
and Allied Military Command to establish them- 
selves in Rome when we occupy it. 


Oe If you. have not already replied, please 
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send simple acknowledgment on behalf of addressee 
of message from your country, provided you see no 
objection. If you consider it advisable you 
Prpstf may add that it is in no sense our policy to 


a. 
+f! carry out indiscriminate bombing of Rome, that 


we bomb military ap yactives only, that we regard 
Vatican City proper as neutral territory and 
that we associate ourselves with statement by 


the President of the U.S on March 14thlaw 1 


Whi in COWVAAnth Um Wy Winhnedily [lag Far. 


Lae 


Mepeated to Holy See lo lis. 
n n n 


(My immediately preceding telegran |. 


Following statement was made by the President of the 
United States of America on March 14th. 


[ Begins. ] 


‘epee’ knows the Nazi record on relisten: Both at - 
home and abroad, Hitler and his followers have waged a 
rt S war against the churches of all faiths, 


Now the German army has used the Holy City of Rome as 
a military centre. No one could have been hoor age this - 
it is only the latest of Hitler's many aff: ligion. 


It is-a logical step in the Nazi policy of total war - a policy 
which treats nothing as sacred. } 


@ 


: We on our side have made freedom of rn one of the 
rinciples for which we are fighting this war. We have tried 

Mp ly - often at considerable sacrifice - to spare 
religious _ cultural monuments, and | we shall continue to de 
80. | . 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Mexico City 
presents his compliments to 1d H »M ie r pls teh secretary of 


and has the honour to transmit Shit Che fnaes Pane ichet - ir sheild ° 


documents. “> alae a j 
| | 
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ee ..R74P, APRA 194.44. 
Reference to previous correspondence : R573 Ff {2 G fs 
Foreign Office telegrams Nos. h April 


and 64 of 4th April to Mexico City. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


., COPY of letter to 


Sefior Ignacio Martin) POLICY OF Hy M. GOVERN- 


MENT IN BOMBING OF _RO 
del Campo, Board of 


the Accion Catélica | 


Mexicana, Junta 


Central. 


6th April, 1944, 


3479 298622 


Poe 


Nee Sasi along in Mexico City dhipexh To. 63 of | 
T April 27th, 1944) 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MEXICO CITY, 


Sir, 


I have been instructed by His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
to inform you thet the message sent by you to the 
Prime Minister on March 25th, (e® copy of which you 
were good enough to communicate to me in your 
letter of March 27th), has been duly received. 


I take this opportunity to inform you 
thet it is, in no sense, the policy of His Majesty's 
Government to cerry out indiscriminate bombing of 
Rome; none but military objectives are attacked, 
His Majesty's Government regard the Vaticen City 
proper es neutral territory and associate themselves 
with the statement msde by the President of the 
United States of America on March 14th, the text of 
which is enclosed herein. 


I am, - 


Sir, : 


Your obedient Servant, 


( Sga ) C. H. Bateman. 


Sefior Ignacio Martin del Campo, 
President of the 
Board of the Acci6n CatOlica Mexicane, 
Junta Central, 
Apartado No, "1647, 
México, D. tg 


of 10th March 


‘ poe NE a de 


| copy of memorandum by Military 
ection on subject of food situation in 


9 ad 14, 
April, 
1944, 


Italy, 
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office of fee 2 Resident eoryoccyl 


o7 


ye fm Sade, 

We passed on the substance of Holy See telegram 
No.154. of March 10th about the food situation in Rome 
to the Military Govermment Section at A.F.H.Q. and they: 
have nowery kindly aaa us a memorandum, of which I 

enclose a copy, @ thetx comments on the telegram. 


This is a subject which arouses spasmodic interest at home 


and the memorandum may therefore be of use. 
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KK. Rumbold. 


GeL. McDermott Se 9 
Foreign Office. — 
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ic stocke are held as follows and are 


for Rome when the 
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ld can be made available if needed. 
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HENRY FP LN ga 
lt, Col,, G.3.C., i 
ting Chief of Section. 
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Nember yh s58a/184/22 
FROMg4 ptarcy Osborn 
Hol} 566 

No. 

SS. | 

Dated 22nd February,194 
4th April 

Received 9 

in Revisivy 1944, 


R: Italy. 


Refers to Holy See telegrams 95, (R 2611/124/22) and 
296 (R 2629/124/22), 

 Encloses (1) translation of note from Secretariat 
of State reporting recent air raidgon Rome and appeal-- 
ing for safety of the city. (2) copy of reply 


istating that contents of note have been communicated 


to London but that no assurance regarding "open city" 
claim can be given. | 
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(15/18/448 The Holy See 

HIS Majesty’s Minister at BéFRE presents his cothaitiadieinte to HM. Princ ipal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


and has the honour to transmit to‘him the under-mentioned documents. — 


British Legation 
xBormex The Holy See 


_February..22nd, 19.44... 


Reference to previous Corre th oe [ 29 
Legation Telegrams Nos. 95 and 96. 
. Description of Enclosure. \k K b aq I A 2 2 


Name and Date. Subject. 


From Secretariat of State, Vatican 
February 17th 1944 


Air Raids on Rome area. 


To Secretariat of State, Vatican 
February 18th 1944 


TRANSLATION 32 


SECRETARIAT OF STATE 
OF HIS HOLINESS VATICAN. February 17th 


1 
No. 768/44 sis 


During recent days the City of Rome has been subjected 
to repeated air attacks by night and day which have cost the 
lives of a number of innocent victims in various parts of the 
city, even in two hospitals. 


The situation of the Eternal City, which is practically 
undefended, is rendered the more serious and preoccwypying by 
the fact that the population has been swollen by a multitude 
of evacuees from other centres involved in military action who 
came to Rome in the certainty that the City, because of its 
sacred character and its quality as an “open city™ would be 
spared any military attack. 


The Holy See, which has repeatedly explained to the Allied 
Governments the weighty reasons for which the City of Rome, Seat 
of the Vicar of Christ, Papal Diocese and Centre of Catholicism, 
should not be in any way involved in the War, is confident that 
His Britannic Majesty's Legation to the Holy See will not fail 
once again to draw the attention of the Allied Yom~ands to this 
matter, in order that specific instructions may be issued for the 
protection and safe-keeping of the City. 


The Secretariat of State of His Holiness takes advantage of 


this opportunity to express to His Britannic Majesty's Legation 
the assurance of its high and distinguished consideration. 


*\ 
British Legation to the Holy See, 


VATICAN CITY. 


33 


His Britannic Majesty's Minister to the Holy See has the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Note from the Secre- 


tariat of State No. 768/44 of “ebruary 17th on the subject of 
recent asrial action within thé Rome area. 


Sir ¥. Osborne has telegraphed the contents of this 
Note to London, but pending any reply, he desires to point 
out that, in his opinion, the Allied military authorities are 
fully entitled to take such military measures as they consider 
necessary to prevent the passage of German troops and supplies 
through Rome by road and rail., Moreover, in view of the 
German military control and use of the city, he is unable to 


accept the suggestion that “ome can properly be regarded as 
an "Open City." 


February 16th 1944 
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ITALY 


| Registry Rp 5354/12h/22.|- a ce 
= e ies ay | Bombing of Rome; Protest by Bolivian Catholics. 


< oe Transmits cable dated the 19th March from Junta 
Nacional Accion Catolica of Bolivia to the Prime 
Minister, pleading for an agreement between the 
belligerentsfor the preservation of Rome. 


Dated 19th March,1944. 


_ Received 
in Rogie } 4th April, 
(1944, 


‘Italy. 
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@ Translation. 


Cablegram from National Committee of Bolivian 
Catholic Action to Prime Minister, dated La Paz, 
March 19, 1944. 


Bolivian Catholic Action recomm to Your 
Excellency agreement among belligerentg fo 
avoiding conversion into battlefield of Rome an 
Vatican, the residence of the Holy Fa 


National Committed. 
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NLT PRIMER MINISTRO CHURCHILL, LONDON = 


BOLIVIANA ENCARECE ACUERDO 


EVITAR SEAN CONVERTIDO caMeg 


; ESIDENCI SANTO PADRE = 


--- 


BATALLA ROMA VATICANO RE 


NACIONAL + 


Commercial Ca 


PLEASE SEND YOUR REPLY All 


Postal 


ca [Pez shh 
VIA _ COMMERCIAL America PhAlyittaaeteh)} Telegraph 


Cables SH fi U.S.A. 
TELEPHONE FOR MESSENGER Mi SZ y 
TO COLLECT YOUR CABLEGRAMS, : 


cone enn Cablegram 


27/33, WORMWOOD STREET, 
LONDON, E C.2 
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Seeneiite: eiinteiind £ te the Prime ‘Wissetes 
1) From Archbishops of Santiago, Concepcion and 
Serena dated 18th March. 
2) From Junta Nacional Accion Catolina of Santiago 
i” March pleading for the preservation 
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diicoe from Archbishops of Santiago, Concépcién 
and Serena to the Prime Minister, dated Santiago de 
Chile, March 18, 1944. 


In the name of faithful in Chile, national 
episcopate invoke your noble feelings and réspectfully 
- pequest His Majesty's Governme >» seek means of averting 
danger of struggle for City of. Rome® and thus save 
inestimable patrimony of all peoples and ages and receive 
universal gratitude of (the present time and of history. 
We are sending same message t ite belligerents on 
behalf of whole wk eda ch 


dive. Anais uae of 
Silva, Archbisho “iC 
Cifuentes, Archd ng . 
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PRY aN 183 SANTIAGOCH 64 18. 
“NLT MINISTRO WINSTON CHURCHILL LONDON 


EPISCOPADO NACIONAL NOMBRE FIFLES HE CHILE INVOCANDO NOBLES 
SENTIMIENTOS RUEGA RESPETUOSAMENTE SOBIERNO SU MAJESTAD. 
BUSCAR MEDIOS PARA ALEJAR PELIGRO LUCHA CIUDAD ROMA 

SALVANDO ASI PATRIMONIO INAPRECIABLE 8 TODOS LOS PHEBLOS 
Y EDADES Y CONQUISTAN DO a ek S PRESENTE | 
DE LA HISTORIA ISUAL MENSAJE ENVIAMOS BELIGERANTE CONTRARIO. 
POR TODO EPISCOPANO =. | 

CARO ARTOBISPO SANTIAGO SILVA ARZOBISPO CONCEPCION 
; CIFUENTES ARTOBISPO SERENA. + 


Translation. ¥ ey 4 ot 


Cablegram from the National Committee, Catholic 
Action, Santiago de Chile, to the Prime Minister 
dated March 21, 1944, 


Catholic ‘Action representing Chilean Catholic 
feeling respectfully request that your Government may, 
secure adoption agreement. to spare Rome, seat of 
Christian civilisation, from suffering ravages of war. 


Chileans in general would be grateful for compliance 
with this petition, which would further strengthen links 
between your country and ours. We are addressing 

same request to remaining belligerents. 


National Committee. 
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“AECION CATOLICA REPRESENTANDO SENTIR CATOLICO CHILENO 


RESPETUOSAMFTE VUESTRO GOBIERNO PROCURE CONCERTAR ACUERDO 


EVITAR ROMA SEDE SIVILIZACION 


RUEGA 


CRISTIANA SUFRA ESTRAGOS 
PGUERRA PUNTO UNIVERSALIDAD CHILENOS AGRADECERIA ACEPTAR 


ESTA PETICION QUE ESTRECHARIA VINCULOS ESE 


PUEBLO CON 
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One of our recurrent anxieties here is the 

| wie a food situation in liberated Italy and the 

3 . unfortunate reartions which a continued food 

‘Sir N. Charles. fl. 

IcBMa Me, shortage may have on the political situation. 

We have been given to understand recently that 

the food situation has improved, that the basic 
ration has been increased, that the system 

(From Sir 0. Sar- | 

- gent). of distribution is working more satisfactorily 

and finally that adequate arrangements have 

been made for the necessary stock piles, more 

particularly to cope with the starving population 


of Rome if and when we get there. Our informa- 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


tion on the subject is, however, rather 
fragmentary, and we should be glad if you would 
look into the whole question and let us know 
whether you are satisfied that all that is 
possible is being done to cope with the food 
situation and incidentally to counter German 
propaganda that the Italian people in German 
occupied Italy are better fed than the Italians 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


in liberated Italy. In sending us a report 
on the subject, it would be useful if you 
could describe the actual machinery by which 
food supplies are calculated, ordered and 
distributed. 

Another subject on which our information is 
rather hazy is the extent to which the Control 
Commission is really functioning at the present 
time. We know that the Political Section 
(Caccia and Reber) is quite active and that 
| Macfarlane as Deputy President has a good deal of 


business to conduct with the Badoglio Government 


on/ 


_ on political questions. But what is the 
position about the Economic and Administrative 
? 


Sections of the Control Commission. We get 


little information about their activities, and it| 


was only recently that Lord Stansgate was 
appointed head of the Administrative Section and 
Grady head of the Economic Section. Are these 
two Sections really functioning and to what 
extent do ney, biforvice the administration by 
the Italian Government of. the territories handed 
‘back to the latter. We should be grateful 


for a frank appreciation of the activities of the] 


Control Commission as a whole. 
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NOTHING 
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questions. But what is the position about the Economic 
and A@ministrative Sections of the Control Commfiesion®: we 
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Sir Noel Charles, Bt., K.C.M.G., M.C. 
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Food shortage in Rome: Foodships' to Vatkcan, 


Refers to Mr. Dew's letter of 3lst March 
(R5055/124/22). 

Chiefs of Staff have considered this matter and 
are of opinion that the proposal is undesirable 
as (a) The provision of this flour would entail a 
shipping ton tt Ge which it is not possible to 


accept. would relieve the strain on enemy 
Seierieatitas es Italy. 
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kth April, .19hb ‘C2. 


Starx Stes | R sos Shey jee 


The Chiefs of Staff Zo-day considered your 
. letter dated 3lst March, 1944, in which you asked 


* for their views upon a proposal submitted by 
Sirl. Osborne that a ship-load of flour should 
be a Ghsi Bned to the Pope for distribution to the 


population of Rome, 


The Chiefs of Staff considered that the 
disadvantages which you described in your letter, 
outweighed the possible advantages which might 
accrue as a result of adopting Osborne's 
suggestion. In addition, they point out that:- 


(a) the provision of this flour would entail 
a shipping commitment which we are-not 
in a position to accept; and 


(bd) that it would relieve the strain on 
enemy communications in Italy. : It is 
part of our plans to disorganise these 
as much as possible, 


For these reasons, the Chiefs of Staff 


consider that, on military grounds, the prorosal 
is undesirable. : 


A-record of their discussion is attached. 


( m1 Prccirsk, 
pee | ae Dew, HSdes, M.VeQc . Cow 
Foreign Office, 


Del te 


(THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS 
BRITANNIC MAJESTY' s GOVERNMENT ) 
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An extract from the above minutes 


is attached, 


Signed) L.C, HOLLIS. 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
S.We ds 
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THE COMMITTEE had before them a copy of | a Letter 
from the Foreign Office, requesting the views of the Chiefs 
of Staff on a suggestion that a ship-load of flour should 
be consigned to the Pope for distribution to the population 
of Rome in order to supplement the supplies of food 
avallable to the civilian population, 


MAJOR GENERAL KENNEDY said that he agreed that 
the disadvantages described by the Foreign Office in their 
Letter were cogent reasons for not acceding to this 
proposal, In addition, food stocks in the Mediterranean 
were limited and the provision of anything for the people 
of Rome would represent an additional shipping commitment, 
Another point was that the supplies of food would relieve 
eneny communications to a certain extent, and it was part 


of our plan to disrupt these communications to the greatest 
extent possible, 


AIR VICE MARSHAL COLYER said that, if this 
request were granted, it would probably lead to a series 


of similar demands for other cities ,» as and when corresponding 
conditions were established, 


wFeF YT 


REAR ADMIRAL SERVAES pointed out thatto aetsede to this 


vequest. would run counter to our established DOssey of 
bijoekade. 


THE COMMITTED: = 


Instructed the Sccretary to reply” to the 
Foreign Office informing them that for 
the reasons set out in their letter, and 
for those expressed in discussion, 

A’ in Sir David Osborne's suggestion was 
vad undesirable, and that the Chicfs of Staff 
were opposed to it on military grounds, 
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ANNEX 


Copy of letter dated 4th April. 1944 from Chiefs 
oF Stott to Foreign oso!) ) rer ‘ : 


. The Chiefs of Staff to-day considered your letter 
dated 31st March, 1944, in which you asked for their 
views upon a proposal submitted by Sir David Osborne 
that a ship-load of flour should be consigned to the 
Pope for distribution to the population of Rome, 


The Chiefs of Staff considered that the 
disadvantages which you described in your letter, outweighed 
the possible advantages which might accrue as a result 


of adopting Osborne's suggestion. In addition, they 
point out that:- 


(a) the provision of this flour would entail ‘. 
shipping commitment which we are not in a 
position to accept; and 


(ob) that it would relieve the strain on enemy 


communications in Italy. It is part of our 
plans to disorganise these as much as possible. 


“For these reasons, the Chiefs of Staff consider, — 
that, on military grounds, the proposal is undesirable. 


A record of their discussion is attached. 
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File Number :— 


SOUTHERN. 


OF OT iy, GPO’. at a nega? 


3 gf Flour to Rome No.198 (R 5055/124/22) 
24/22. | y See telegram No.1 
2 cath ¥ ae ee | and now learns that the essential mininimun — 
oC. | | aupplies of flour are only réaching the city on 
TELEGRAM FROM & day to day basis and that these arrangements 
ir \y may break down any day. The Holy See are 
ao a. | endeavouring to obtain German sanction for 
No the acquisition of two or three Italian ships 
at Genoa, to load them with wheat available in 
vee ? a | Northern Italy and to send them to either 


— ~Recewed 6th Apr Ciwitayecchia or Fiumicino. Requests His Majesty's 
Palas tg 1944 Government's consént to this plan and agreement 
Italy j to give these vessels safe conduct. 


=. 


Last Paper. science 
Ko2e@ : 
It will be seen from Colonel Carver's letter to 
me in R 5428 submitted behind ttat the Chiefs of Staff 
References. objected to Sir D. Osborne's suggestion that we should 
send a food shipment to Rome and consign it to the Popé. 
The Chiefs of Staff seem to have been quick to seize 
on the disadvantages of the scheme and to have paid 
little attention to the advantages. 


The Vatican has now put forward a different pro- 
posal set out in the telegram in this jacket which may 
perhaps meet with less objection from the Chiefs of 
Staff though it does cut across our blockade policy. I 
have had a word with the War Cabinet Offices who told | 
me that the Vice Chiefs of Staff are meeting this after- 
noon and could consider this telegram. It would be 
necessary for our Chiefs of Staff to express some view 
on the matter to the Combined Chiefs of Staff who will 
also have to be brought into the picture. 


I submit 
(a) a wher to the Secretary of the Chiefs of 
te 


Staff Commi a 
(b) a telegram to Sir D. Osborne. 


I have rep ed Sir D. Osborne's telegram to 
Resmin Algie 


% 


6th April, 194). 


(Acti , ; : ‘4 . 
comple 
me ef 


Next Paper. 
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. R. 8,05 p.m, Sth April, 1944, 
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tine yaad carn Beane treater of, the Econ toni iter ‘gl 
avican Tatvion | 
is Cats ' @ritical. thats 


of a 


unaware of 
Already ther: arvation in the cit: 
sent A grammes ratio quite insuf: _— 
here have been a few minor disorders in consequence, 


North 1 ig available, 


Faseiat R t are read ] 
rium anh t to send then 3 Py otcae, Ci eeeanie or 


Cargoes consigned te the 
lation of Rome, for distribution uade r Ge 


the he ships woul — a fly rag ie ie oll 


ask the ae Tage, shipe for safe condh 


, would you at 
> issue navicerts 


te be 
f our " consent, even befere the 


4. Alternatively, or in addition I should ve Ve gail 
like te be able te infote the Vatican of the accept 


of my suggestion in paragraph 2 ef my telegram 4g a 
& Please repeat te Washingten, 


[Repeated to Washington as telegram No. 2897 }.. ' .f 
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Telegram. 
we. bs 
| i 
Cypher. 
RE 


War Cabinet 
 @istribution. 


? 


Registry 


No.R 5469/124,/22. 


A.R.D. 


Draft. 


Sir D. Osborne. 


leet, wey aa 


Sia . 


OUT a) ee OFFICE, S.W.1. 


bd 


F i 


( Aa gf #9 
PADLIBACE 4 i  fldge, Gf M 
ARAN RASC Despatched ' 7 i Fig Md. 
mr > 8 
: SZ 
‘ ie 


April, 19. 


Your telegram No. a 
is being considered urgently and’I will 
telegraph as soon as possible. 
2o--OA military grounds suggestion made 


in paragraphe of your telegram No. 198 is 


| unacceptable. 


we, 


‘Sritish § ares 


“gervice : transmitted in a 
Y than 0.T.P.) 


This particular secrecy and should be 
ta, ah e the a aathovises recipient and : and not passedon] 
R 5469/124/22 
[CYPHER ] 


Wraettts. -+ 4 


No, 116, Dy 4.20 Dem, April 6th, 1944. 
bbb bd 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HOLY SEE 


Your telegram No, 250.. 
Project is being considered urgently and I 
will telegraph as soon as possible. 


2. On military grounds suggestion made in 
paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 198 is unacceptable. 


jo 


PORKIGN OFPICE, 8.W.4. 
RR 5469/12/22 6th April, 19hk. 


‘Str, 


: On April kth the Chiefa of Staff considered Sir 
 @'Arey Osborne's telegram No. 498 of March 26th suggesting 
thet a shipload of flour should be consigned to the Pope 
< for distribution to the B saps yd in Rome. The Chiefs 
ee Staff expressed the view that it was gs seo opal on 

wren Sieh | grounds to accede to Sir ‘a Arey Osborne's . 
— * on 


Prom Sir a’ arey's telegram No. 230, or which . r 
ete ¥ Sen » it appears that the Vatican are 
faring to obtain German sanction for the acquisition 
foes three Italien ships at Genoa to convey flour 
from Nortn : Tealy to the ports of Civitavecchia or 
ies: r the Vatican scheme a shipload of flour 
WEEE be’ Gonsigned to the Pope for the pepulation of Rome for 
distribution under German guarantee and the ghips in 
question will fly the Papal flag. 


| Sir @'arcy Osborne suggests that British and 
American consent to the issue of navicerts and safe 
conducts and general assent to the project should be 
obtained immediately since there would be advantage in 


informing the Vatican of Allied acceptance of the pian 
without delay . 


‘The Foreign Office would be grateful if this further 
proposal could be considered by the Chiefs" of Staff as a 
matter of urgency. Sir a" Arey Osborne's telegram has been 
repeated to His Majesty's Embassy at Washington so that its 
terms will be available to the J.5.uM. when the comments of 
the Chiefs of Staff ate conveyed to the latter in order 


/that 
The Secretary — . 


Chiefs of Staff Committee, . 


Offices _- the War Cabinet, 
eet 


14 


* WE 


_ that the whole gueatise een be considered by the Combined 
oe of Steff as would een to be necessary. 


* Heenwhiile: 2 telegram, of f of which. a. copy is winiiihey 
hed heen sent € Sir d'Arey Osborne while the latter's 
telegram No. 230 has been repeated tc the Resident Minister 
at — who will no ‘Goubt. commmnicate it to a.F.H.@,. 


In. the Foreign Office view the Vaticen. proposal 
for the’ ghipient o: i . tt As not 
open to the same objections es the suggestion contained 

Sir a‘arey Osborne's telegram No. 198 and unless on ev 
and blockade grovads strong objections are seen to the Vatican 
plen the Yoréign Office would wish to répresent that from a 

_. political point erie there. would be. Cone Aare advantages 


mie. f acceding to~ 


>. 
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We have, over the ourse : £ 
days, received evidence of what 12 ery 
concerted Roman Catholic appeal to the "Aiiies, 
inspired by the Vatican, to avoid — to, 
and the destruction of, Rome. 


1. Apparently acting on an initiative 
taken by the Vatican, vardous South 
American Roman Catholic Archbishops have 
sent telegrams to the Prime Minister and thé 
Secretary of State, begging the Allies not © 
to bomb Rome. Telegrams in this sense have 
been received from the Archbishop of Quito, 
the Archbishop Primate of Peru and the ; 
Archbishop .of Buenos Aires, while the 
Archbishop of Uruguay has made similar 
representations to H.M. Minister. H.M. 
Representatives concerned have been | 
instructed to send simple acknowledgements 
and have been told for their own informa~ 
tion what our views have hitherto been on 
the question of the bombing of Rome. 


Se The Apostolic Delegate gave a 
memorandum to Sir A. Cadogan on March 28nd, 
expressing the Cardinal Secretary of 
State's anxiety about Rome and repeating 
on the latter's behalf an urgent appeal 

hat the belligerents should prevent the 
tt from rif tna, sie city. 
No action has pe ota A’ n taken on this. 
“A 


Mung aun VLA. 
: ida ee tea ia A dats i 

The Spanish Chargé d'Affaires 
sent ; personal¥ onfidential letter to 
Sir A. Cadogan oa March 23rd, expressing 
the anxiety about the position of Rome 
of. the Spanish Government who offered to 
put forward to the Gerinan Government any 
suggestion which might avoid Sime damage ‘to, 
or destruction of, the city by bombing or 
artillery shelling. The Spanish Government 
say that they are ready to go as far as it” 
is humanly possible to try to convince the 
German authorities to accept any reasonable 
conditions which the Allies may put forward. 


4 Mr. de Valera has sent a message 
to the Prime Minister on the subject. 


5. According to the press, the Roman 
Catholic Archbishops in Australia have made 
an appeal against the bombing of Rome. 


Méanwhile Sir D. Osborne has reported 
(Flag A) the issue of a statement by the Germans 
in which it is declared inter alia that there 
are no German troops on active service or 
military supplies in Rome, and that no German 
military traffic of any sort is effected through 
or within the city. The German statement is 
Clearly intended to place the blame for any 
further damage to Rome on the Allies or on anti- 
Fascist elements in the city. 


All this. raises once again the question of 
the dembbitarisation of Rome and its recognition 


as an open city. The question has come up on 

Be Meng occasions in the past and we have 

- always been unwilling to tie our hands in any 

- way. The arguments against our taking up any 

- suggestion for the demilitarisation of Rome 

a are that if we were to abstain from action 

: Senet Rome while the Germans are in occupation 
of the Rome area, it would then be difficult 

for us to use Rome for military purposes when 

. take it or to set up the Italian Government 
there. When the Fascist Government declared 

_ Rome an open city last year before the armistice 

4 the Combined Chiefs of Staff studied the 
question and the United States War and State 
Departments were “ready to impose certain 
conditions on which they would agree to recognis 
Rome as an open city. These are set out at 
Sead H.M.G.. were less willing than the Unite 
States Government to proceed with this plan and 

. the British Chiefs of Staff were opposed to it. 


The matter was finally shelved and no action 
was taken. 


n the light of the German statement at 
Flag » it is for consideration whether we 
should now revive the conditions on which we 
would be prepared to regard Rome as an open 
city subject to neutral supervision of the terms) 
we la down. We might put forward such 
conditions #& would. be unacceptable to the Germans 
thereby throwing back on them the blame which 
they are likely to have fixed on us as a result 
of their statement. The Chiefs of Staff, oenel 
' will no doubt be very unwilling to agree to this 
I think, however, that whatever the.military 
advantages of keeping our hands free, there are 
long-term political advantages which.we should 
represent to the Chiefs of Staff. I cannot help 
feeling, for instance, that if we go on bombing 
Rome and if the Germans hhen make use of Rome 
to an extent which will force us to attack them 
there, the damage to the city will be ascribed 
+to us and that our good name will be tarnished 
not only in Italy but all over the world, and 
that anti-British and anti-American propaganda 
on these lines will continue for many years to 
, Come. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


: In this connexion I would like to raise also 
the point which has been made in a nugber of 
recent telegrams from Sir D. Osborne and of pone = 
' we have confirmation from other reputable sources 
that great indignation is being caused all over 
German occupied Italy by our bombing of Italian 
towns; that Anglo-American prestige is rapidly 
| Sinking as a result of this; that feeling in 
occupied Italy is becoming more sympathetic to 
the Germans and that the prestige of Russia is 
gaining at our expense. It may be that the 
| bombing of strategic objectives, lines of 
communication, etc. are vitally necessary but I 
wonder whether the people who direct these bogbin, 
Operations are fully aware of the wider considera: 
tions involved. Perhaps the feeling which is 
being engendered will vanish when the Germans are 
' finally beaten but I am inclined to think that 


there will be a legacy of ill-will. : | ¢ 


March 29th, 1944. ; 


: I think the time has come to consider j 
whether we ought to modify the line we have 
hitherto taken with regard to the bombing of Rome. 
he statement issued by the German High Command ~ 
see Plag A) is clearly intended to put us ina ~ 
alse position vis-a-vis of Catholic and Italian © 
opsaet and for this reasom I do mot think it — 
ould go unanswered, especially when it coincides 
as' it does, with this Catholic drive represented — 
by the flood of telegrams and protests which we ~ 
are receiving from Catholic dignitaries all over 
the world. es 


lie might either state publicly that, for | 
purely military reasons, we must reserve all our 
rights as a belligerent and cannot consider any 
proposals for treating Rome ee an open city. Or 
else we might offer to accept Rome as an open 
bi subject to the conditions which we considered 
last autumn (see Flag B). I would suggest that 
the problem should be put to the Chiefs of Staff 
in this form for their opinion. In doing so 
should we urge the political case for now adopt- 
ing a less boy ag ae oF attitude than the | 
Chiefs of Staff ee! det ast autumn? The politi- 
cal case is, [| thi considerably stronger than 
it was then and ought to be stated, even though 


military requirements must prevail in the long 
run. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


At the same time it would be useful to ask 
the Chiefs of Staff to weigh carefully the mili- 
tary importance and value of the present bombing . 
of so-called military targets throughout Ital: 
as against the political and moral effects which 
this bombing is undoubtedly producing on the 
Italian population and on world public opinion, 
in addition to the actual damage it is doing to 
buildings and works of art. Perhaps the remedy — 
lies in a more careful choice of military targets — 
and in a greater use of expert precision bombing? 
Agajn,, greater: military results might perhaps 
be produced b ci rar Goer: of this bombing 
effort from Italian to Balkan targets? 
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me Anyoow, I submit the political implications 
of our bombing of Rome and Italy have become 
sufficiently important and serious to justif 
our taking up the matter solprahensively wit 
the Chiefs of Staff as soon as possible. 


Mbox 


March 30th, 144. 


JA ~~ ol 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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L-.G. Hollis Cc. 1% ‘ 
oe So ioe 
War Cabinet Offices 


(from Sir 0.Sargn4 


a OFFICE, S.W.1. 
4 April 1944. 


You will have seen Osborne's telegram No. 


199 of March 26th, from the Vatican giving the 


text of a statement lor the German High Command, 
-published in the "Messagero", claiming that 


German troops have been withdrawn from Rome and 
that no military traffic of any kind passes 
through or within the city. 

The publication of this statement coincides 
with what is clearly a concerted Roman Catholic , 
appeal to the Allies inspired by the Vatican, to 
avoid damage to Rome. In the last week or so 
we have had appeals addressed to the’ Prime Ministe 
and to the Secretary of State from Roman Catholic 
Archbishops in the leading South American States; 
the Apostolic Delegate has handed in a memorandun | 
to the Foreign Office containing an urgent appeal 
from the Cardinal Secretary of State that the 
belligerents should prevent Sm destruction to 
Rome; the Spanish Chargé d'Affaires has, on the 
instructions of his Government, said that the 
latter are willing to submit to the German Govern- 
ment any reasonable conditions which the Allies 
may put forward, with the object of avoiding 
sangre pentru of Rome : Roman Catholic 
Archbishops of Australia are reported to have 


maée a démarche on the subject and finally, Mr. 


De Valera has sent an appeal to the Prime Minister 


The German hoe, cae newer in Osborne's 


telegram which/we A pidhanda Ve leave unanswered and 


these various appeals from Roman Catholic sources 


have led us to consider once again the question 


of / 


Bec, “of the Pp 188 ible demilitarisation of Rome and 


FC awcs of State would be gratefulif. the 


Chiefs of Staff would examine the anes” and 


let us have their views, as a matter of_urgency| 


It seems to us that we can éither7state 


publicly) or military reasons {we must reserve 


all our rights as a belligerent and cannot 


consider any proposals for tr ating Rome as an 
open cityfM Alternatively Basu offer to 
accept Rome a8 an open city subject to @me con- 


Wn. Ke Warde 
Bris use wee considered last year, when the 


Italian Government wished to declare Rome an 
open city. You will remember that the Americar 


suggested certain conditions set out in 


J-S.M.118 of August 2nd 1943, while very similar 


Suggestions were set out in my Secretary of 


State's telegram to the Prime Minister (Concreta 


No. 221 of August 15th), further relevant 
telegrams are FMD 24 of September 18th, FMD 36 
of “eptember 29th, (telegrams from Field Marshal 
Dill to the Chiefs of Staff) and JSM 1218 and 
1223 of September 30th and October lst. 

In asking the Chiefs of Staff to examine 
these two alternative: courses of action, my 
Secretary of State would like to emphasise that 
in his view the political consigerations for 
adopting tre=seccend alternative, are considerably 
stronger than they were last year. If we con- 


tinue to bomb Rome and if the Germans then make 


use of the city. to an extent My ch will force us 


LL TIA (VS 
to attac em ere, any te @ pace 
nim 
likely to be ascribed not only by but by 
MAtn he ward 


wena opinion to intransigeance on our part and 


is likely to result in a blot on our good name 


f ¢ 
{ 

fi 
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were a 


for some time to come. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


It 

In the above connexion the Chiefs of Staff 
will have noticed a number of recent telegrams 
from Osborne, which have been confirmed from 
other reputable sources, that considerable 
resentment is being caused all over German- 
occupied Italy by our strategic bombing oper- 
ations; that Anglo-American prestige is rapidly 
Sinking as a result; that feeling im occupied 
Italy is becoming sympathetic to the Germans, 
and that Russian prestige is gaining at our 
expense. 


Perhaps the Chiefs of Staff could weigh 


the military importance and value of the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


present bombing of so-called military targets 
throvghout Italy as against the political and 
moral effectS which this bombing is undoubted- 
ly producing on the Italian population and on 
world public ahi in addition to the 
actual damage it is doing to buildings and 
works of art. May the remedy not lie ina 
more careful choice of military targets and in 


a greater use of expert precision bombing? 
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Again it is possible that with events moving 
as they are in the Balkans greater military 
results might perhaps be produced by diverting 


part of this bombing effort from [Italian to 
Balkan targets? 


Pitas ella 


: You will have seen Osborne's telegram No. 199 of warch 
26th High _e Vatican giving the text of a statement by the 
a mand, published in the "Messagero", claiming 
pe og ten treeen hate been withdrawn from home and that no 
tag traffic of any kind passes ough or within the 


,. .- The publication of this statement coincides with what is 
: oheer sy, a concerted oman Catholic appeal to the Allies, in- 
 Spired by the Vatican So avoid damage to Rome. In the last 
week or so we have had appeals addressed to the Prime iinis- 
ter and to the Secretary ret State from Roman Catholic Arch- | 
bishops in the leading south American States; the Apostolic 
Delegate has handed in a memorandum to the Foreign Office 
eoutat ning an urgent appeal from the Cardinal Secretary of 
State that the belligerents should prevent destruction to 
Home; the Spanish Chargé d'Affaires has, on the instructions 
of his Government, said that the latter are willing to submit 
to the German Government any renscuabis conditions which the 
Allies may put forward, with the object of avoiding ag Ghasge 
to or the destruction of Rome: the? Roman Catholic archbishops 
of Australia are reported to have made a démarche on the 


Ssudject. and finally Mr. de Valera has sent an appeal to the 
Prime Winister. 


The German statenent Scontained in Osborne's telegram, 
wiich from a propaganda view we cannot leave unanswered ,and 
these various appeals from goman Catholic sources, have led 

us to consider once again bee guestion of the possible 
deusliterisation of iiome and ay 3e me 1 Nghe of séate would be 


grateful if the Chiefs of 3 ld examine the question 
anew and let us have their views as a matter of urgency. 


‘vMejor-Geheval 1.0): Hollis,-¢.Bs,-C.B.B., RM. a 
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It seeme to us s that we can either state lic! 
‘thet for military reasons aa mi £ (2) state Bo ae 4 
: aust reserve all our rights as a be Ligerent and and canhot Snes 
ie proposals for trea Rome €@S an o 
siternattwely 3) offer to accept Rome as. an open aly 
pes ject to cpndit ons on the lines which wo somal dered” 
year, when the Italian Government wished to declare 
; fame an open city. You will remember that the jmericans 
) sugges tee certain conditions set out in J.3,M. 118 of 
st 2nd, 1943, while very similar suggestions wore 
re out in my Secretary of State's boteee ram to the Prime 
Minister (Concrete No. a. ie Pn oe 15t i) further rele- 
vant telegrams are Wap 24 PMD 36 of 
September 29th, (telograns from eld ‘arama pals to 
“the Chiefs of Staff), and J3¥ 1218 and Lies of Sept. 
30th and October Ist. 


In asking the Chiefs of Staff to examine Parte two 
alternative courses of action, my ge gt Ad State 
would like to emphasize that in his view . litical 


considerations for adopting alternative ( are consider- 


ably stronger than the y were last year. v we continue 
to bomb Rome and if the Germans then make use of the 
city to an extent which will force us to attack them 
there when our forces draw nearer to Rome . a 
is likely to be ascribed: not onl ay 

opinion but by opinion all over the world to inthe - 
geance on our part, and is likely to result in a blot on 
our good name for some time to com, 


Inthe above connexion the Chiefs of Staff will 
have*noticed a number of recent telegrams from Osborne, 
which have been confirmed from other reputable sources, 
that considerable resentment is beine caused all over | 
that docile baer Italy by our hg Cc epee operations; 
that rican prestige is rapidly sinking as a 
result; to ethat feeling in occupied I aly” is econ ng 
sympathetic to the Germans, and that qussian prestige is 
gaining at our expense. —— 


Perhaps ... 


71S 


Berhape the Chiefs of Staff could weigh the _ 
milit ~ phcrped and value of the present orang 
of so-called military targets throughout Italy a 
against the politica! and moral ef ects “ote this 
~ bomb ming is andoud ted y Pr oducing on eee 

a and on wor ablic op Tek D addition to 
© actual damage it is doi to buildings and works 
of art. Mey the remedy not lie in a more os cerefel 
omen ce of military targets and in a greater use of 
rt precision bombing? Again, it is possible that 
“i 1" events moving as they are in the Balkans, forti 
military results mizht pernaps be produced b a a 
ta ee bombing effort from Italian to | 
“oe 3 | 
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Demilitarisation of Rome. 


Refers to Holy See telegrams No. 199 
(R 4855/124/82) and 200 (R 5044/124/22) 

Has the impression that the Germans are 
proceeding with the demilitarization of Rome. Can 
| see no military traffic on the Via Aurelia with the 
DatedSrG April, 1944. ‘| exception of Red Cross ambulances. The Press reports 
Poi | that a dozen foreign journalists were conducted on 
in Registry (%th April, a visit to the chief roads round Rome to prove that 

1944. it is effectively an open city. : 
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L__7 7 APR 1944 
5th April, 1922. 


I put your letter of the 3rd April about the 
bombing of Rome and Vatican property before the 


Chiefs of Staff this morning. You might like to 
know the action they are taking. 


First, the problem is being examined here as 
a matter of urgency. We are today sending a 
telegram to General Wilson asking him for his 
views. In addition, Air Marshal Slessor is 
examining the reports of indiscriminate bombing, 
and we should have his views in a day or two. 


IT hardly. think it likely that the Chiefs of 
Staff will recommend the acceptance of your 
alternative (b), as I think there are very strong 
military reasons against. it, but I will let you 
know their final views as soon as possible, 


(Chel a 


t é EE 


Sir Orme Sargent, 
ReGimsss Gals 
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COSMED 81 oth April, 1944 OZ 1806 


Followins for General ' 13800 from Chiefs of Staff. 


1. Foreien Office have asked for. our vievs on the 
question of the de-nilitarisation of Rome. 


ce They dase their eng quit y on statement nublished in 
Ori 


"Messagero" py German High mand, claining that 
German ‘troons | have been Withdravm From Rome and that no 
military traffic of anv } Kind passes through the city. 


Su Publication of this statement coincides with what is 
Clearly a concerted Roman Catholic aDpeee. to the Allies 
inspired by Vatican, to avoid damage to Rome, 


4, Foreion Office point out that from vropaganda point 
of view we cannot leave German statement unauswered. 
Thev sugvest that we can either 


(a,) Brake nudDlicly that, for military reasons, we 
must reserve all our risnts as a. belligereit, 
and ca ant consider any ‘pronosals for treating 
Rorie aS an open city: or, alternatively, 


(bo) Offer to accent Rome as an open city, svoject 
to conditions of ovr own framing. on 


a Foreion Office have not pressed us to adoot alter= 

native (b), but they point out that, consideweole resent- 

ment is being fomented in German Occuvied ltaly as a 
result of | our stiratesic bombing operations, 


6./ 


SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 


*® WARNING This message must be thoroughly paraphrased if its text is to be published 

, or communicated outside British or American Services or Departments. It 
re-transmitted unpataphrased other than through the Cabinet Office, the originator must mark 
the message “to be sent in One-Time Pad.”’ 


DB? 


onerations./ 


6. “@ are cxamining this question, and ovr preliminary 
view is that t, on military grounds, it would be to our 
disadvantace to declare Rone an open citv. Before 
reaching final conclusions we should be srateful for 
your views. 


T.0.0, 0513532 
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Number }8 561W/12%/22 
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Downing Street 


9 \G2 mmunicates) 


Dated 
Recewed 
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Ri i2tGi7 « 


Mr. 


6th April, 1944. 
1944. 


i a. a areas ee 


protest from Bolivis. 


Bombing _ of Rome: 


Transmits telegram from Bishop Alonso 
Escalante, Bishop of Pando Bolivia,: appealing to 
Churchill to spare kome. 
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Telegram from Cochabamba, Bolivia, Ap? aK 1944, 
Prime Minister of Great Britain,- London. 


Bishop, clergy, Catholics, Cochabamba, Bolivia, 
Vicar Apostolic, Chiquitos, recommend obtain agreement 
of Allies to avoid converting the Pontificial states 
into field of battle. Respectfully, 


Francisco Bertoldo Buehl, Apostolic 
Administrator. 


| MACL664 COCHABANBABOL 30 11 1968 
NLT PRIMGR MINISTRO INGLATBRRA LONDRES - 
OBISPO CLERO CATOLICOS COCHABAMBA %BOLIVIAS 
VICARTO APOSTOLICO CHIQUITOS GNCARBCEN OBTENER 


ACUERDO ALIADOS @VITAR CONVERTIR CAMPO BATALLA 
ESTADOS PONTIFTCIOS ATENTAMENTE < 
FRANCISCO B&RTOLDO BUEHL: ADMINISTRADOR 


APOSPOLICO pe 


Printed in England. 
Sept. 1943. (5,000) 


Prefix Latete and Number ¢ 
Official instructions—if any. 


: Circuit’ 
| 2 


ay eS 


iV 


nt A OLE SERRE. IE SR PPE cess 


FRANETISC 6 BER TO! ry 


CW MACL664 COCHABAMBABOL 36 11 19909 


NGT PRIMER MINISTRO INSLATERRA LOND2B: = 


OBISPO CLERO CATSLICOS . COCHABAMBA SPSOLIVIAS 
A219 APOSTOLICS CHIQUITOS ENCAQKCEN OBTENER 
POE SNA . | Pe 
CURRDO ALTADOS EVITAR CONVERTIR CAML 


SSTADOS PONTIFICTIOS ATEN TAMENTE 


SURO BUFHL ADMINIST2ADD2 


« 
fe ‘VO mL on 
RPOSTOLIEO: ore 
seperpi ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 


— AT ANY oF THE COMPANY ’S Cree. 


SOR en TH ORTON  A  e O Re ee ee eee ee 


q. 


ey, 
TELEGRAMS AA oe FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


| except f Oe Cae » Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, 
( 1 ‘ sa tate, : eeeadis Wore Norway, yb Sweden) 


Poland and 
AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES : 


Te eR en 


| 7 
: CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). | Gi = 
4 ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. 5 soe ‘sh Goan “Telephone | mbers t 

| Birmingham 3: Lom . ’ 

: Telegraphic Address; © at naaraoe seal | Charies Street ae vibe nO ua a Central ee 
: Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bary 9494 {for forthedespatch of telegrams only). | Bradford: 6/10,Broadway ..  ..  ... si... Bradford | e (6007 
¢ Telex Number : TEMple Bar 2441. oe 

| - BRANCH OFFICES: | Telephone Numbers Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street see ae" .. Dundee vial ' 2108 
Bice mg mata Moorgate, E.C.2 ‘\ .4 CLErkenwell 2243 | Edinbu : 99, George Street... a oa = : 
| e, Bury Street, B.C . 7 AVEnue 5514 sac tala . —oe 
18, “Old Broad Street; E.C.2 ; ... LONdon Wall 4270 ; Glasgow C2: 67, St. Vincent Street pe ... City 7761 

F 22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 . os ... MANsion House 6605 ; 

. Coreal House, 68, Mark Lane, | SS ae ee Ly Se i Hull: 4, Silver Street ... ee us cane .- Central 35811 
3 Royal ... MANsion House 

$ The Fralt Exchange, Spiialneids on reel 1 c “ BISh ate . 4993 Leeds 1: 15, Infirmary Street ies “ai .- .Leeds 21518 

« e ouse, Cannon Str , on House : 

Capel Court, ‘Throgmorton erect, : C2 , :/ ONdon Wall 481 Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... ‘60 ose .. Central 5951 

Fd est m e€ a eee eee eee . ‘ 
: 3, Boro High Street, 5. EA ae - HOP Osis Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street... aa .. Cegtral 3223 

% ment Street tehal Ni : 31,M a ai acs | 
* Thos. Cook © Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley | ewcastle : 31, Mosley Street Newcastle 22321 
i Street, W.1 ee MAY fair 4587 | Porthcurno, nee (Cornwall) ... nts .. St. Buryen 206 
iu Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 ... AMBassador 1234 

73, Regent Street, W.1 ‘REGent 6244 | Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker... ...  .. .... Sheffield 20283 
ps bets oe Grete House, Charing Cross, a WHlitehall 3696 And at the Company’s Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 
4 Thames House, Millbank, S.W.P | ViCtoria 7871 | Ongar and Somerton. 

*% The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 1222 

| Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, NORTHERN IRELAND— : 

< W.1 GROsvenor 6363 re 

c And the District Messenger ‘Company’ s Offices. Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ...Belfast 27438 
® TELEX NUMBERS iN PROVINCES : 
a BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL : MANCHESTER : 3 NEWCASTLE : SHEFFIELD : 

Central Telex 7370. Central Telex 8112. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033.° Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked : 
**VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
** VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. This indication is not Charged for, 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). 


WML At 


a. — stk ‘ t ap ee rill 5 
eA . ; Se 2% ay? Ses tc tee eee Y py yaks, LAP ye ae . * 
ake waite pie ie” ese . ¥e 


" DUBLIN : 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only)... id .. Telephone No.: Dublin 74995. 
; HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 
4 Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. | Telephone: TEMple Bar 1222, 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


yA 
> 
i 
m 
O 
‘aa 
© 
< 
ae 
i 
O 
z 


4 


“Telegram f 


rE eng “eee 
The Rt. Hon. Pri inister Churchill, 
: In the name of Catholics in Bolivia I 
entreat you to arrive at agreement among belligerents 


preventing destruction Rome Vatican. 


Rivera, Archbishop of Sucre. 
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Telegram from Sucre, Boli 


Translation. 
The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister Churchill, 
London. 


In the name of Catholics in Bolivia I 
entreat you to arrive at agreement among belligerents 
preventing destruction Rome Vatican. 


Rivera, Archbishop of Sucre. 
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| 27-33 Wormweod Street, London, €.C.2. 
(Tel.; LONdon Wall 5678.) 


bee 2 
BIN SUCREBOL 19 310 P 21 


tc EXCELENTIS IMO CANCILLER CHE RGH H. LDN-= 


‘NOMBRE CATOLICOS BOLIVIA ENCAREZCO LLEGAR ACUERDO 
‘BELJGERANTES EVITANDO DESTRUCCIONES” ROMA VATICANO = 
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May 9th, 1944, 


a.m. May 10th, 1944. 


bbdbd>d 


My telegram No, &. 
Telegram to Prine Minister from Arehbishep 
of Suere begs in name of Catholies of Bolivie 
that destruction of Rome and Vatican be prevented, 
2, Please reply as if you see no 
ob jection, 


w~ 
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SOUTHERN. 


File Number 


| $ ; 

| = : K 5615/129/22 
FROM sir Samuel Hoard | 

(Madrid) of Spain, dealing with the "duties of the 

wm belligerents towards the position of the open 

4 ls city of Rome and the neutral state of the Vatican’. 
| 3 Suggests that reference should be made to the 

ipso rd gaa, 1944. | document in British Broadcasting Corporation 

Received eth duLy, proadcasts. | | 

We EESHY IP bs 4944. Copied to Lisbon, Gibraltar, Tangier and 

Bs ttauy. Washington. 


Last Paper. | (Minutes.) 
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(How disposed of.) 


P.W.E. are averse from making use of this article for the 
following reasons:- 


If we use it, we admit that if conditions a, b, c, d are 
fulfilled, Rome is an open city which we ought not therefore to 
bomb. The Germans may then quite likely claim that all these 
specified conditions have been fulfilled. 


If after that we drop a bomb on Rome either by mistake or 
on purpose because of a reason other than a, b, c, or d, we 
immediately put ourselves in the wrong, 


viel me ; (Index.) Moreover, by using this article we should start a discussion 
( oe oes on the open city question, which P.W.E. would deprecate. To do 
complete ) so would also be contrary to their last directive on the subject. 


re vx : Helene 
:  4QteeWarch, 19d. 
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No. 228 Pe ee ee BRITISH EMBASSY, 
: Le sae MADRID. 


ps. Sra April, 1944. 
2% acl a were 


Sir, 


The guestion of Rome and the safety of the Vatican is | 
naturally one which arouses deep feeling in Catholic Spain, and 
over the week end the church organ “Ecclesia” published a 
document, reproduced in other papers, prepared by all the 
holders of chairs of International Law in the Universities 
of Spain, that is to say the Universities of Granada, Saragossa, 
Barcelona, Madrid, Santiago de Compostella, Murcia, Valencia, 
Oviedo, Seville, Salamanca and Valladolid. This document is a 
'dictamen', a formal statement on the lines of a Counsel's 
opinion, requested from the signatories by the National Board 
of Catholic Action, and deals with ‘the duties of the belligerents 
towards the position of the open city of Roma and the neutral 
State of the Vatican’. 


2. The opinion proper is as follows: ‘The holders of chairs 
of International Law of all the Universities of Spain, in face 
of the perils which because of the war are gathering over the 
person of the Pope, of the Vatican State and of the Eternal 
City of Rome, abiding by the thesis for an international order 
based on justice which was founded by the Spaniards Vitoria 
and Suarez over four centuries ago, and in modern days has 
become the science of International Law, conceive it their duty 
to make the following declaration:- 


1.All belligerent States are obliged by the existing rules of 
International Law to observe the most meticulous (exquisito) 
respect, both in regard of its territory and of its dwellers, 
of that neutral and super-national State par excellence which 
is the Vatican City. 


2eoince the State of the Vatican City is enclosed within the 
City of Rome, with no break of contiguity, it follows that if 
the inviolability of the Vatican is to be guaranteed without 
fail, then the city of Rome, sacred in Religion and in 
History, must be proclaimed a zone of protection of the 

State of the Vatican City, and consequently must be 
demilitarized. 


3- A rule of universal International Law, which does not 
require to be introduced in the text of a treaty because it is 
based upon a general principle of Justice recognised by all 
civilised nations, is that which Vitoria formulated in 
Proposition XV of his treatise, 'De Indis, sive de jure belli 
Hispanorum in barbaros'. The effect of it is that any act of 
war which ‘unnecessarily’ destroys goods and lives is 

illicit. 


4. The city of Rome having been unilaterally declared an 
open city, and one of the belligerents having engaged himself 
to demilitarize it, the other belligerents - once it has been 


ppoxed—that there +s no-militery ov ective within it of any 
ind - are obliged by International Law to refrain from all 


acts of war of any class against the city. To this end an 
Investigation Committee should be assembled, designated by 

? the Pope as the Chief of State directly interested, and 

. composed or not, according to his desire, of representatives of 
other neutral States.’ 


| Madrid..ee-. 
The Right Honourable 


Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
ete., etc., etc., 


OS 


a em 


Madrid, March 3lst, 1944 

Gonzalo Fernandez de Cordoba University of Granada 
Manuel Lasana Llanas do. Saragossa 
JOse Maria Trias de Bes do. Barcelona 
Camilo Barcia Trelles do. Santiago — 
Luis Gestoso Tudela do. Murcia 
Jose Ramon de Orue do. Valencia 
Luis Sela Sampil do. Oviedo 
Pedro Cortina Mauri do. Seville 
Juan Manuel Castro Rial do. Salamanca 
Antonio Poch y Gutierrez de Caviedes do. Valladolid 
Jose Yanguas Messia / G6. . Madrid 
Antonio de Inna \ do. do. 
Fernando Maris Castiella do. do. 


5S. ‘Ecclesia’ accompanies the document with a leader 
entitled 'Demilitarization' in which it points out that the 
Primate of Spain has already appealed to the Caudillo on behalf 
of the Hierarchy of Spain begging him to use his influence with 
both belligerents so that Rome shall be respected as an open 
city, and has also sent a filial message to the Pope. 


4. Rome, the leader goes on, is the centre of the world, 
the place where ever in most perceptible form lives and breathes 
the Holy Spirit of God himself, assisting and inspiring His Vicar 
on earth. '...eRome is the home of the Pontiff, the Head of 
Christianity. Because of these claims of his there was created 
the Vatican City, which does not consist only of the pontifical 
palace and of its gardens and basilica, but contains other 
centres of religion and of knowledge scattered about the City. 
There is no exaggeration in saying that spiritually and temporally 
the Vatican City is Rome. And to defend this city, the noblest 
that ever has been, the Pontiff and all Christianity with him 
turn to the two warring sides. To both of them. Because the 
concept of ‘open city' implies immunity from attack, therefore 
as well it requires that no army shall use it as a defensive 
bastion, or as a base Of Operations. An open city is an 
unarmed city, pacific, ungarrisoned, without military utility. 

| Be eke gare it for other ends incurs the major responsibility 
for the peril to it and for any damage done it. Much more so 
if, as in the case of Rome, no army - not even the Italian - 
has any right to turn the City into a bulwark. To have posses- 
sion of Rome is a guerdon of God which entails the strictest 
obligations, without any doubt, upon any possessor who, even 
though without faith, still keeps the Christian feeling which 
has been graved on the heart of the West by twenty centuries. 
It would be extremely difficult to discover military necessities 
justifying the employ of Rome as a defensive line, or justifying 
' any attack upon the City, when its character as an open and 
pacific city had not been wholly maimed. 


5. ‘Which of the sides is the true culprit is not for us 
to decide. We have not enough information. But we know that 
neither of the belligerents has rights of war over the Eternal 
City. The Vicar of Christ, the Catholic Church, the Christians 
lof the world have earlier and higher rights than theirs.' 


Geece 


e 


pies ck 


6. From the Allied point of view, the point | of interest 
in the commentary of ‘Ecclesia’ is in the words, “An open 
city is an unarmed city, pacific, ungarrisoned, without military 
utility. Whoever uses it for other ends incurs the major 
responsibility for the peril to it and for any damage done it. 
Much more so if, as in the case of Rome, no army - not even the 
Italian - has any right to turn the city into a bulwark." I 
would therefore suggest that reference to the document should 
be made in the B.B.C. broadcasts to Spain with eisnabiees from 


'Ecelesia's' commentary. 


7. I have sent copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon, the Governor of Gibraltar, His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Tangier and His Majesty's Ambassador at 


Washington. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir; 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


bf. Bree 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


\\O 


Sir A. Cadogan. 


I regret that it has not been possible yet to. 
send an answer to Viscount Mamblas' letter to you 
of March 23rd in R 4733/G. The receipt of that 
letter coincided with a number of other appeals 
about Rome, and the whole question was discussed , 
in minutes in R 5480/G, as a result of which Sir 
O. Sargent wrote to Major General Hollis on April 
ord. The Chiefs of Staff telegraphed to General 
Wilson on April 5th (R 5573/G) and General 
Wilson replied on April 7th (R 5716/G). I 3. 
understand that the Chiefs of Staff have referred 
this question to the J.I.C. and to the Joint 
Planners, who are to produce a paper. I have 
spoken to the Chiefs of Staff Secretariat, who 
hope that the considered views of the C.0,.S5. may 
be ready early next week. The question will 
then ho doubt have to be referred to the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff in order to get American reactions. 


I do not see how we can send a considered 
reply to Viscount Mamblas until our policy has been 


decided on the main question. 


¢ @ * 


15th April, 1944. 


Ab- 


(pas IS. GGL , 


| / a | « sinasornincnes a? A. 
re { / a 
tal k 564 ie & A A a | 


| bp ES 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S. W. C4 


i 
ALE, | 6th April ; 1944, 


Draft. 
oir 5S. Hoare, Sir, 

MADRID. _ When the Spanish Ambassador came to 
ee see me this afternoon he asked whether 
it was conceivable for an arrangements to 

be arrived at to save the city of Rome. 
No. ya 
ec. 1 replied that we would do what 
we could not to bomb Rome or any other 
city in Italy which had beautiful works 
oo 060 ee 
(Ey of art. We weutd exercisg-and would 


continue to exercise great restrain in 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


this respect, but could not enter-into 
any arrangement in the matter, least of 
all with the Vermany who would certainly 
twist it to our military disadvantage. 


3. His Excellency did not press 


the point. P) 
»(* 


Zz 
ll 
w= 
a 
4 
> 
LJ 
m 
O 
be 
O 
é 
1 
- 
O 
Z 


+ i ay aye Yet a oe, OSA Le eRe | te Seve oe TT i i ta Oe is aS Sis 3 % 5/5 Oe i 5 vs S Ce fyi TO oS Str) be Mths ' . ee rete , : ae. whee : ' ~ ; 2 z 
: . " “ 
‘ . 
* ‘ e ‘ 
qf hp ? * ) } 


Ahan Ae Jpinet DY Girec 


@ THIS soc rr ernbennd io on RSP b. IC MAIE JESTY'S GOVERNMENT 


ITALY. & April 6, 1944. 


CONFIDENTIAL. ae SECTION 4. 
a ARCHIVES 


[R ee | Copy. No. 
Mr. Eden to Sir S. Hoare (Madrid). 


ee 0. 177.) 
Foreign Office, 6th April, 1944. 
WHEN the Spanish Ambassador came to see me this afternoon he asked 
baud it was conceivable for an arrangement to be arrived at to save the city 
of Rome. 
2. I replied that we would do what we could not to bomb Rome or any 
other city in Italy which had beautiful works of art. We were exercising and 
would continue to exercise great restraint in this respect, but could not enter 
into any arrangement in the matter, least of all with the Germans, who would 
certainly twist it to our military disadvantage. 
3. His Excellency did not press the point. 
Iam, &&. | 
ANTHONY EDEN. 


Cutting dated | 
‘*ROME MAY BE SAVED’ 


From Our Own Correspondent 
MADRID, Wednesday. . 
| “There are reasonable hopes for 
‘pelieving that the city of Rome will 
‘be saved,” Count Jordana, Spanish 
: — Minister, is reported to have 
‘said to the’editor of the Roman 
Catholic organ Ya. He stated that 
for many months the Spanish 
Foreign Ministry had beefi carrying 
out constant negotiations in an 
effort to find a solution to the 
problém. ce 
A complete solution had not yet 
been reached, but it could be. He 
added that the _ situation had 
improved, 
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Supply of Food for Rome. 

Transmits copy of telegram from Air eanaetry to 
| Freedom No.Cosmed 83 of the 6th April. 
| Discusses reasons for rejecting Sir D. Osborne’ Ss 
proposal that a shipload of flour might be consigned 
to the Pope for distribution to population of Rome as 
counter measure to German propaganda. 

Considers the same reasons apply to proposed 

purchase by the Vatican of Italian ships at Genoa to 


load with flour for transhipment to Civitavecchia 
or Fiumicino for Northern Italy. 
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Mintetes. 


Please see COSMED 83 to General Wilson from 
the Chiefs of. Staff about the Vatican proposal 
to acquire ships from Genoa to convey flour from 
north Italy for the population in Rome. 


The “ar Cabinet Offices tell me that the 
Prime Minister has minuted this telegram "I 
consider that this request should be refused" or 


something to that effect. Whe 


loam e ° 


April 7th, 1944. 


Dine 


a i aaa | eee 
Prbane hl 7 


message must be thoroughly paraphrased if its text is to be published 
 communtoated outside British or American Services or Departments. If 
other than through the Cabinet Office, the originator must mark 
One-Time Pad.” st 


.. 


OZ 1836 
T.Q,0, 0621452 
T.O.D. 06235152 


From:—- Air Ministry 


To;- Freedom Algiers repeated Britman Wasitington 


-—— 
—- ou — _— — ——— inn —. — — —— a an oa ™ 


_— 
— 


~€th April, 1944 


—————O Oa ee 


COSMED 83 


OZ 1836 


Following for General Wilson from Ciiefs of 
otaif. ; 


: On 26th March Sir D,. Osborne suggested that 
a shipload of flour might be consigned to the Pope for 
distribution to population of Rom as counter measure 
to German provaganda. | as 


ce This proposal was turned down for following 
reasons!:— 


(a) By supplying food ourselves, Wwe might make ~- 
hings easier for Germans whose responsibility 
it 1s to see that population is fed, 


(b) One shipment might not-be sufficient and we 
misht find ourselves. obliged to send-more, 


(c) Shipments to Rome now might upset arrangements 
for feeding population when we actually 
reach Rome, 


(d) We ars not prepared to accept shipping commit- 
ment. | 


(e) Provision of food would relieve strain on 
enemy communications in Italy which our plans 
are deSigned to disorganise, 


+e In his telegram No, 230 to Foreign Office, 
copy of which has been sent to Macmillan, Osborne reports 
that Holy See are endeavouring to obtain German Sanction 
for acquisition of two or three Italian ships at 
Genoa, which it is hoped to load with flour available 
in North ie and send to Civitavecchia or Fiumicino 
consigned to Pope for population of Rome. He asks 


/British and 


He asis/ 


British and American assent to project and issve of 
navicerts and safe conducts, 


4. In our view military argument in 2 (e) 
above applies equally to this new proposal, “ould 
appreciate your views as to any objections to 
proposal from military aspect and difficulties in 
putting proposal into effect IF it were approved, 


T.O.0, 0621452 


a ee ey : i arraitaainas, 


(Circulation) 


Brigadier Jacob 
Foreign secretary 
First Sea Lord 

C.6. Tels, war Office 
A.M.C.5.(C) 
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Regisy |p 5686/124/22. German Traffic Regulations in Rome 

TELEGRAM FROM” Refers to Holy See telegram No.227 

| ° R 554 

Sir D.Osborne The press publishes an order by ete Sill 

No Militery Command forbidding passage of civilian — 

| 035. | ede traffic through traffic control posts on 
aa ‘ a Appia, Tuscolana, Casilina, Tiburtina, Salaria 
asaliva and Aurelia. Civilian traffic must enter 


_.. , Oth Apr.1944. 
Disiied = an and leave Rome by other reaéds. The purposes is said 


ae 


; sac ( <a oer 
| tm Kegisiry , . > be to aveta & 
1944. raffic blocks at the contro 
| of the principle road communications. si ate 
a R: Italy. 
a 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 
foofd) i IE a a eh 0 
Ro. %ou4 : 


ea=/'_ 


(Action (Index.) 
completed.) 


ptt" 


Next Paper. 


ik 5 6F? 26513 F.O.P. 


D. 5.00 pom. ‘sth April 1944 
% 9.15 pem. 8th April 1944 


* 


eg SU) 


My telegram No. 227. 
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oa et bR 5687/ 124/ 22. 
‘TELEGRAM FROM 


Sir D.Osborne 
vo 


LOde 
6th Apr.1944. 


Dated 
Received 


in Registry f 9th Apr.1944. 
= 3 Italy. 


Vict 


victims in Rome ( 


_ 


| tied on in Rome Papers of Numbers of Air-Raid 


publieetion in Hone Pap 


| Papers of 5th April published number of air raid 
"the victims of Liberators") 
5,000 killed and 8,000 injured. It is not clear how }. 
this total is arrived at Since casualties of five raids 
between 19th July and 20th December are given as 2,100 
killed and 7,200 injured and those of 26 raids between 
c8th December and 2Oth March as 1,500 killed and 2,500 
injured. It is claimed that Ostianse and Tiburtina 
Colana, Prenestina and Casalina zones were almost 
totally destroyed. City was deprived for a long 

period of gas and water. 
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Would have expected casualties reported in Holy > | 


see 

@elegram No.233 (R 5687/124/22) to be much 
wag At the time of July 19th raid it was 
umoured that déath roll amounted to 8,000. 
pees no reason for minimising figures now; considers 
hey may be taken as correct. 
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Food for Rome : Wheat and flou¢¥ purchased in Hungary | 


Nembo } B 5695/124/22. 


Vatican are enquiring if the wheat and flour 

TELEGRAM FROM . |purchased from Hungary for Rome and the Vatican 

Sir D. Osborne(Hol and stored in Hungary for the time being 

ee See) |might be sent to Greece, and in exchange a 
Similar quantity might be sent to Rome from the 

ee 206. stocks destined for Greece. 

Recewved a ose 

in Registry oth Apr.1944. 
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VON The scheme seems obscure to me. The quamtities 

| concerned are small,and if the Vatican think that they 
can get them through to Greece from Hungary, I do not 
References. see why. they should rt get them through to themselves. 
It is quite possible that,even if the wheat could ue seni 
to Greece, the scheme would not ait in with M.E.W.' 
plans. However, if the Vatican/by “as soon as 
opportunity offers" mean before our occupation of Rome, 
the overriding consideration seems to be the military 
one, which has been put to them in our telegram No. 116 
(R 5469), which has crossed this telegram. 


In case there is something further to recommend this 
schemes; we should perhaps put it up to the Chiefs of 
Staff, but I do not see how we could recommend it very 
strongly. 
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oF Osborne De 5.00 pom Sth April, 1944. 
Oe R. 12.40 aa. 9th April, 1944.- 


Poe 


Note rece pa ay the Va tican states that . 1968 
Ay A, | : in Hungary 6,100 owt. (quin' 


esti ~f ald se te 


2. I that: pu will give this gal yeur nt 
“and tiveurebie consideration. @ ited ’ urge 


_ 5 Please repeat te Weshingten. 


. [Repeated te abingie Ne. 5020). 


NR B69 s/dafoe 


7 rer § aoe 
rest * a ae Cea? 
Ge tis Me hey Liniiek 


With reference to your secret letter 
| C.0.S./519/4 of the 4th April to Dew, 


‘Bolonel Carver, I enclose a copy of, a ther telegram from 
W.C.0. ne.236 


the Holy See, a rew scheme by 
which wheat and flour stored in Hungary 
(From Mr. McDermott 
and belonging to the Vatican should be sent 
to Greece in exchange for wheat and flour 


to be shipped to the Vatican City "as soon 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


é as opportunity offers" by the Allied 
+- Governments. 

The advantages of this scheme are not 
very clear to us, and we have not discussed 
it with the M.E.W. Perhaps you would, 
however, submit it to the Chiefs of Staff 
and find out whether for any reason they 
see less objection to it on military 


grounds than they aed to the earlier scheme. 
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(R 5698/124/22) 


y 


with reference to your secret 
letter C.0.38./ 19/4 of the Ath April 
to Dew, I enclose a a sony © oar « tee gay 


tel Pea ror. the Holy See, No “when 


putt. ard a new scheme by 

wheat trig tine stored in ~ fl ls 
belonging to the Vatican should 
sent to Greece in exchange for wheat 
and flour to be shipped to the Vaticm 
City “as soon as opportwmity offers" 
by the Aliied Governnents. 


The advantages of this schene 
are not very clear to us, and we 
have not discussed it with the 
Ministry of Economic Varfares 
Perhaps you would, however, submit 
it to the Chiefa of Staff and find 
out whether for reason they see 
less objection to it on nilitary 
grounds than they did to the earlier 
echeme. If, as we expect, they 
turn it down on those grounds, there 
is no point in coneidering it ; 

/turther 


Colonel L.J«Garvers 


War 
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Allied Bombing of Rome. 


Transmits copy of telegram from Allied Force Head- © 
quarters to Air Ministry fro British’ Chiefs of Staff 

F 29489 wedces 86. of 7th April referring to Cosmed 81 
(a 5573 G ome is being treated as an "Open City" 
with the exception of the railway yards which ae 
extensively used for military traffic. But a close 
watch will be kept on the enemy's use of Rome and actiag 
will be taken if necessary. Allied forces will be 


compelled to use the communications through Rome in the 
future and care should be taken to make no statement 
which might cause embarrassment in the future. 
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MOST SECRET CYPHER SSaneee 


eee “ts te wate One Ths Fa” 


{IZ 3101 
TOO 071645 | 
TOR O90600Z 


IMMEDIATE 
From:—- A..F. a. Qs s ated Wilson, - cite FHGCT . 
To:- Air Ministry for British Chiefs of Staff.for action 


repeated Britman Washington. for U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
‘Staff, H. ae: ‘MAaF for information — 


F29489 "Tt april 1944 | 
Following for Chiefs of Staff from General Wilson. Boo 


This 1s MEDCOS sia cour” 


l. We are in full a ll with your view expressed 
in para, 6 of COSMED 8 In point of fact we are already 
treating Rome itself as an open city in that we enforce 
the strictest orders against bombing within a line that 
includes virtually the whole city but excludes the railway 

- yards. Whatever the Germans may say for propaganda 
purposes. there is ample evidence that these yards are 
extensively used for military traffic. We su = api that 
any statement in reply to the German statement should - 
include a passage to the above effect, but should add that, 
while we shall maintain this attitude ‘and not deliberately 
bomb the city of Rome as distinct from the rail yards, we 
shall keep a close watch on the enemy's use of Rome and the 
communications leading through it, and shall not hesitate to 
take action. against any enemy installations in. the city of 
troops passing through it by rail or road if we consider that 
essential in the interest of operations. 


oe You have no doubt not overlooked the fact that we 
ourselves shall be compelled to use the communications 
leading through Rome in the future. We skould be most 
careful not to do or say anything-that. “may subse quently 
embarrass us in this regard. 


3. JIC (AF) are now producing reply to 0Z 1832. In 


general our view 1s that it would be quite impossible to 
maintain. an army south of Rome withouf using the 


/commnications 


wT 


oe 


communications leading through Rome «1d that the 
German statement 1S pure propaganda bearing no 
relation to the military facts. 
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| | TELEGRAM FROMS; z | 222 refers to Holy See telegram No. 230 
| Qsborne \Roty See). . 469/124/22). Submits list of Vatican preposals fo 
No. 239,240,242, obtaining supplies from Rome by sea via Civita 

et } | Veéchia and Bamicino. 


f} Dated’ 8th Apr. 19h! & 240 gives list of ships which the Vatican propose 


} Kecewed = ‘ 241 refers to Holy See telegram No. 198 (R5055/12h/ 
.* Regisiry 1th Abe. 1944 }. Suggests theaivantagers of accepting the Vatican 


R: italy. 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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The following proposals have recently been put 
forward: . , 


(1) By Sir D. Osborne (Vatican telegram No. 198 & 
R 5055) that the Allies should send a ship-load of , 
flour to Rome consigned to the Pope for distribution to | 
the population of Rome. The Chiefs of Staff turned : 
this down and there were strong military reasons against 
agreeing to it despite certain political and propaganda — 
advantages. We have informed Sir D. Osborne that it 

is not practical on military grounds. 


(2) By the Vatican (Sir D. Osborré’s telegram 
No. 230 in R 5469) that the Holy See should acquire two 
or three Italian ships at Genoa, to bring flour from } 
North Itty to Rome by sea; the ships were to fly the 
Papal flag and the cargo was to be consigned to the Pope 
for the population of Rome. This was referred to the — 
Chiefs of Staff who in turn»referred it to General 
Wilson (COSMED 83 in R 5665}. General Wilson objected 
on military grounds (MEDCOS-87 in R 5764) and the 
Chiefs of Staff concur (R 5823/G) wk We frucman. 


(3) By the Vatican (Sir D. Osborne's telegram 
No. 236 in R 5695) that certain stocks of flour held in 
Hungary on the Vatican's account should be sent to 
Greece in exchange for similar quantities to be sent to 
the Vatican by the Allied Governments "as soon as 
opportunity offers’ - We have referred this to the 
Chiefs of Staff GAM jnot yet had a reply. It is not 
clear whether the Vatican propose that we should send 


in the flour before we get to Rome or after we get to 
_ (Action Rome. 
' completed.) 


; | \ (4) By the Vatican (Sir D. Osborne's telegrams 
pu Ly \ Nos. 269, 240 and 241 in this jacket and 247 in 


| R 5819). This is an extension of the plan under (2) 
4 above in that the Vatican now propose to acquire 16 


Small ships to convey food for the Vatican and Rome. 
Next Paper. : It is not specifically stated that the flour is to 


come / 


seamen 
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come from North Italy but one must assume that this is 
60. This further plan has not yet been referred to 
the Chiefs of Staff but is clearly open to the same 
objections on military grounds as the one under (2) 
more particularly since according to Sir D. Osborne's 
telegram No. 247, the Vatican do not even propose to 
get a guarantee from the Germans. M.E.W. are being 
asked for their views in so far as we may have to > 
deal with the question of supplies going by sea for th 
Vatican as opposed to the population of Rome. 


This question of food for Rome is one which bristles 
with difficulties. We clearly do not want to hamper 
military activities or to relieve the Germans and 80- 
called Fascist Republican Government of their obligation 
to provide for feeding: the people of Rome. On the 
other hand by our bombing of communications we are 
probably making it extremely difficult for supplies to} 

thé ,bo Rome by railway. It is quite natural 

wee to take an interest in the feeding of 
the population of Rome and it is difficult on politica: 
and propaganda grounds, in contradistinction to 
military grounds, to turn down the proposal under (4). 
In any case, we presumably m’find it difficult to 
object to the Vatican bringing‘“in food for the Vatican 
City by sea in ships ne Oe cee tee) Sous we | 
would naturally have to insist that any food imported | 
was of a limited quanitity based on the p@pulation of . 
the Vatican City. The Vatican City is not quite in 

the same category as a neutral country, which can grow 
its own foodssupplies, so that bileckade arguéménts 
as applied to neutral countries are not 80 applicable 
to the Vatican. 


Personally I feel that humanitarian, propaganda 
and even practical advantages in agreeing to same 
plan for sending food to the population of Rome nicely} 
balance the military disadvantages. If we ever get 
to Rome, it will be no joke having to deal with a 7 
starving population with disease rampant. Nevdrthele¢ 
if military objections are to prevail we must bring 
the Americans in on this and concert an Anglo-American} 
reply to the Vatican approach. It may also prove 
advisable to publish a combined Anglo-American stateme} 
placing responsibility for the conditions in Rome on 
the Germans and thus parrying in advance any subsequent 
complai from the Vatican. 


OA, Cowen Grong Ayr vor bs Yo 
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12th April, 1944. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


P16 Vancom, hawt bl 
Why 


No. 259 oS a 10th Apri 1944 
Sth April 1944 


your telegram } 16, the 
Pepe has e s tried te alleviate, as far as has been 
Ssible fer » the ever more alarming foed shertage of the 
eman pep epaiation, Since the preblem of supply is beceming 
ever mere difficult and means empleyed increas 
inadequate Le Biot pong autherities have been start ng a plan 
fer ebtaini plies by sea which sheuld eed results. 
\ eT ny eS ives al st 8 the ships 
ch the V tloan Towing oside te buy; this list gives in 
erder the nate ef the ship, the neme of the owner, the gress 
tennage and pert where the ship now is. 


Ze The Vatican submits the fellewing list of 


prepesals in remy. te plan fer submission te the British 


and American autherities: 

(1) Guarantee ef tetal surface, under-water ("gubbenuee") 
and aerial respect ef vessels belonging te Merchant Marine, 
Vatiean City State. 


(2) Autherisatien fer navigation ef vessels ef Vatican 
ga State aleng the reute Genea-Fimicine-river pert ef Reme 
th directiens; autherisatien fer navigatien ef vessels 
2 the Vatiean City State aleng the reute Venice~Fimicine-_ 
river and pert ef Reme. 


$) Grant ef navicerts fer geeds and feed supplies 
destined fer the Vatiean City and City ef Reme. 


(4) Censent te issue navicerts thre Censul ef a siieees 
State (sul tsepiand er Sweden) resident at Genea. 


Respect of a free zone at quay of port of Civita 
vein where the vessels of greater tonnage could dock for 
transfer of cargoes to motor lorries or to smaller vessels 
capable of navigating Tiber to river port. 


| (6) Respect of : similar free zone at terminus of 
Fiwaicino canal. adh 5 yee the above to me, the Vatican 
asks me to obtain requisite au risations and facilities 
for execution of vlan and ss their confidence elie! 3 ele 
which is dictated by the desire to afford urgent rekte 
ve alimentary deficiencies of Rome, will mest, mo fue 
avour of the British authorities concerned. gare 


. a ois 


Sir De Osborne | De 8.40 pm Sth A 2 


b ae te Oe 


 Pumta planca. Secieta la Ligure Romana. 425 tens. 
Venice. 


Punte Bianche Societa la Ligure Romana. 3875. 


Corriere del Po. Societa la Ligure Romana. 126. 


Claudio. Francesco Maresca. 274. Genoa. 
Decio. Francesco Maresca. 228. Spezia. 
Docilitas. Alberto Ravano. 1246. Genoa. 
Alma. Societa S.A.T.I. (Snia). 597. Genoa. 


Ape. . Societa SeLeVeAe 559. - Genoa. 
Persia.  Societa (As under. 8). 804. Genoa. 
10. Giorgia. Societa (As under 8 and 9). 797. Genoa. 
li. Camposisiano. MManteponi. 545. Genoa. 
12. Iglesias. Manteponi. 559. Genoa. 
15. Enderta. Lugi Bosco. 91. Genoa. 
14. Angela. Carlo Cameli. 526. Genoa. 


. 15. Portoveechio (Petroliera). Carlo Cameli. 5865. 
Genoa. . | 


16.  §eic. Societa Tito Campanella. 611. Spezia. 
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[Th Ls telegran is of lar secrecy and should be re- 
ed by the authorised recipient and not passed on. 


he of this tele must first be paraphrased if 
ted to perso: 5 outside British or United States 


3 ar or a © in a cypher systen 
pe no Mien, Or "y 
[CYPHER] 
SEE TO FORBIGN OFFICE 


—— D. 10. pom. 8th April 1944 


R. 10. Doe 9th April 1944 
Sth April 1944 
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As far as I an ting the to to Judge » there should be no 
difficulty about granti ous Vatican requests 
canbeaanie oe AY my telegram hice "259. Apart from its peanary 
and vital ect of Savi the ula ion of Rome from 


famine conditions, plan offers other advantages: firstl) 
+ should restors Ps aseful agtivity a certain amount o: 


? group omitted ney Sng! tat idle; ‘pees , it may eriraiys 
en over by the ermans; 
our acceptance of the "plan should be excellent 


tally 
within and without I and should serve to de a b ¢- wo 
OS 


s tonnage from bei 


propaganda referred to in my telegram No. 198. 


2. Germans have aes yet given their Sense’ to 
plan but this should not prevent us from giving ours as 
goon as possible. a bg! pian comes mate Stteot. I em 
sure that we Can re lies being a plied solely to 
the needs of Rome can City; have no doubt 
_. po! ee have eat the Germans for an assurance on 
s point. 


5. The two small ri fron Venice would only make 
one Venice-Fiumicino run would thereafter ply between 
Genoa and Rome. 
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No: 5724f24/22.6 


onel Carver, 


W. Ga O. 


aw 
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[S April, 1944. 
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“Dear Cavvev . 2QQD_ FOR ROME 


Please refer to your undated letter C.0.5. 
557/4, in which you wrote to say that the Chiefs 
of Staff support the view expressed by General 
Wilson in MEDCOS 87 about the Vatican plan 
mentioned in Sir D. Osborne's telegram No. 230 
Of 4th April. The Chiefs of Staff will no doubt 
consider that the same objections apply to the 
elaboration of this Vatican plan outlined in 
Sir D. Osborne's telegrams Nos. 239, 240 and 241 
of April 8th and 247 of April 11th. 

As the Vatican proposal is aadrdaned both 


to H.M.G. and to the U.S. Government we feel that 


| any reply to the Vatican proposal should be a 


combined Anglo-American onee In order to 
Obtain American approval we suppose that the 


question will have to go before the Combined 


iChiefs of Staff. We would therefore lie to 


Suggest that a telegram on the lines of the 


attached draft should be sent to the J.S.M. 


“. 


We are consulting M..4.W. about a possible 
request by the Vatican to import food for the 
Vatican City only but need not deal with that 
point now more especially as the Vatican will 
probably not wish to import food for its own 


purposes under the eyes of the hungry Romans. 


The draft telegram does not refer to the 


ifurther Vatican proposal set out in Sir D. 


Osborne's telegram No. 236 about which McDermott 
wrote to you on April iith, as that is an issue 


which we can take up separately. 


we / 


We had thought of including in the proposec¢ 
reply to the Pope, suggested in the enclosed 
draft telegraiy a passage to the effect that the 
problem of Rome was essentially the mo 

had faced H.M.G. and the U.S. Government in 
respect of the occupied countries of Hurope 
but that, as was known,we had not felt ablé to 
relax our policy and would not feel justified 
lin making an exception in the case of Rome. 
On reflection, however, we think that such a 
passage might invite aie Rome 


and Greece and involve us insunveléecome 
as 


argument. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


A final point arises about the acquisition 
by the Vatican of Italian ships. our general 
policy has been not to recognise the transfer 
of enemy ships to neutral flags though we have 
made exceptions notably in the case of Italian 
ships in the Irish Free State. But if we turn 


down the proposal for bringing food to Rome 


+a 


Ss we ado not imagine that the 


Vatican will proceed to acquire the ships. If 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


they do, the use of the ships will be denied 
to the Germans but the question will then 
arise whether we should recognise the transfer. 
This is a point which we can take up with 


Osborne when we finally send him a reply on the 


wrerttres LAV An : nb 
} eee Cnet bie 
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Washington. 


Telegram. 
NO. eee 


Dated. «vee 
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Despatched 


COSMED 83 and {iDCOS 87. 

Please see also Sir D. Osborne's télecrade 
Nos.' 239, 240, 941 and °47 which have been 
repeated by Foreign Office to H.M. Hmbassy, 
Washington. 

As Vatican proposal has been made to U.38. 
Government as well as H.M.G. it is desirable 
that agreed Anglo-American reply should be 
conveyed We suggest reply should be on the 
following lines: "ie appreciate and sympathise 
with desire of Pope to alleviate so far as 
possible food situation in Rome. The 
responsibility, however, for supplying the 
population of Rome with food rests not with the 
Pope but with the so-called Fascist 
Republican authorities or their Germeh masters, 
who are clearly failing tocarry out their 
obligations in this respect. In these 
circumstances H.ili.G and the U.S. Government 
cannot agree that it should devolve on the Pope 
to relieve the Fascist Republican authorities 
and the Germans of a task which should rightly 
Tall on them, more especially as such a dJevoluting 
of responsiWM@ity would clearly work to the 
military disadvantage of the Allies by greatly 
relieving the strain on enemy communications 
and hainpering their own operations. Recognising 
that the Pope's proposal for ministering to the 
needs of the population of Rone is inspired by 


the / 


the highest. humanitarian motives, H.M.G. and the 

U.S. Government nevertheless regret that they 

cannot, for the reasons explained, accede to it.” 
ce Grateful to learn whether in the 

Dh GA ct the Um euthopithas it. would be 

advisable to publish statement describing 

Vatican ppopebel ‘aad pagky returned to it. 


that. responsibility inay be laid at German 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Z. 
; 
oe 
> 
Li 
tt 
O 
_ 
O 
é 
lL 
lane 
O 
Zz 


of this Vatican plan outlined 


Sek ties biteatin ida teh tilts eh eee th 
Vatican proposal set out in Sir D'Aray Osborne's telegram 
No, 236 about which McDermott wrote to you on the lith April, 


aa/ 
Colenel Joely Carver, 
War Cabinet Offices. 


i 


: 


whieh we gan take up with Osborne shen ve 


D. 10.40 a.m. 17th April,1944, © 
Re 9.15 Delle 17th April ,1944. 


rene | o.. 


ZY 
liy ‘legen Nos sp24 d 241, 

In view of urgency of matter Va tican beg for 
very early reply. 


PARAPHRASE ff f"?" 
“IEADING, | 4 


EN IN. THIS MARGIN. 


De 11,50 poem April 1944 


RQQQQQ 


Your telegram Ne, 259. 


alte is being urgently considered but United States 
Gevernment must be censulted in order that Angle-American 
replies may be similar, 


2 Fer your ewn information it is likely that reply 
will be unfaveurable fer military reasens. 
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br the preservation of Rome. 
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The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order name : GE oe rer 


* Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed if 
Official instructions—if any. a 


7 


Clerk's Time : 
Name. Received. f ; , 
“ wen ‘ | | # § f 


/ 


“es 
e* 
: = . + Ve re ' 8 ‘ : 
4 the ae He oe 2 4 ‘ adhe. 
gts 4 i hs $42 a c 
3 “ ve - 1%, * ,, 
ie ; q ce ; eb 4 i” 
‘ sate OS ihe. ib ng 

winks 4 et a ‘ ; : nn ; < v 


BLSHOP OF WALT LAND N 


“PRESENTS FOLLOWING APPEAL war “Stoagp fo 
“CLERGY SAND LALTY OF DLOCESE STOP HAVING 


‘vLscussen THE ROSSLGLLITY OF THE BOMBING OF 
, ROue AND THE ATTACKS MADE UPON IT wiTH 


| CONSLDERA BLE DAMAGE TO LGLFE AND PROPERTY we 


& P {c). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE vf 
\ MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. | 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF ‘Ti. 


CJ 
(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, ‘kw A 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES: 
LONDON. PROVINCES. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). 


‘0 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. | Telephone Numbers 


Birmingham 3: Lombard House, 142, Great 
Telegraphic Address : ** Signally, Phone, LONDON.” Charles Street Re eee ae 


| : 1222 (for enquiries). | ; 

Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bar 5454 (for the despatch oftelegrams only). | Bradford: 6/10, Broadway ... oe ei ... Bradford 

* Telex Number: TEMple Bar 9644. | Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street Pre ae ... Dundee 
BRANCH OFFICES : Telephone Numbers | i 
Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 .. CLErkenwell 2243 | Péinburgh 2: 99, George Street .. ...—..._- Edinburgh 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury en E.C.3 . ... AVEnue 5514 Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street i woo: Ry 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ... i: ... LONdon Wall 4270 | : 
22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 ... = MANsion House 6605 | Hull: 76,Lowgate we ee wy Centraal 

real House arkLane,E.C.3 .. ROYal | , . eeds 
24, Royal Exchange, £Cca. ... MANsion House 7974 | nee +t kos eee ee es ee dads 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, ae BIShopsgate 4993  Liverpool2: 4, Castle Street ... sik ‘an .. Royal 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 , MANsion House 9431 | . 
pe Court, oanersen Street, E 2h ae *“LONdon Wall 4811 | Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street... jee .. Central 
est Smithfield, E.C,1 __... Be ‘oo: , 0541 | : 
3, Borough High Street, S.E.1 Hs . BOP 0818 | Newcastle : $1, Mosley Street ei re .. Newcastle 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 . .. WHItehall 2441 | Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... Fe .. St. Buryan 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley | 7 
Street, W.1 ao ‘-MAYfair 4587 Sheffield 3: 50, ‘The Wicker ... .. Shefeld 

Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 id ... AMBassador 1234 Southampton: South Western Chambers, *" 
Golden Cross House, Charing Cross, ‘Strand, ee 


8321 
6007 
2108 
25068 
7761 
35811 
21518 
5282 
3723 
22321 
206 

ae ts 


88245 


WHitehall 3696 And at the biieiiiaiiits s Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 


Thames House, Millbank, OMA x. viCtoria 7871 | Ongar and Somerton. 
The Adelphi, John Adam ‘Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 1222 
Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, | NORTHERN IRELAND— 


imperial House, 9, Donegal) Square East, Belfast ..Belfast 27438 


Ww.il oe ser ay ae ee sti .. GROsvenor 6363 | 
And the District Messenger Company’s Offices, ! 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL : MANCHESTER: ? NEWCASTLE: | SHEFFIELD: 
Central Telex 7370. . Advance Telex 3343. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


= 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
| Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
‘““VIA IMPERIAL CABLE ”’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
: ‘VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS " if intended for transmission by wireless. This indication is not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at auy of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). — cd 


DUBLIN : 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) ...  ... =... Telephone No.: Dublin 44995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—-ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone : TEMple Bar 12232, 


ia AND “WIRELESS 


ail "eG 1 y” 


firat line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 
Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed in an 
ial instructions—if any. 
: A yi “ 
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f. Clerk's Time 
Circui Name. Received. 
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|}, RALSE OUR VOQLCES IN PROTEST AND APPEAL TO ~ 
| THE «BELLIGERENTS TO $4¥G THIS CLTY FROW 


| THE DESTRUCTION THAT HAS BEEN THE LOT. OF 

3 $0 MANY BEAUTLEUL CITLES DURING PAST YEARS — 
pj SFO ROME HAS. A SPECIAL ChAlw TO THIS 

~g IMMUNITY STOP LT L$ THE TREASURE WOUSE OF 
yy HUSTORY AND ~~ oe ee 

a “HAS: BEEN THE LNSPLRATLON TO THE WORLD OF 
a “CHRIST LAN, -RHLLANTHROB Y LN A HUNDRED ways | 


catenin eieeeeeedl ' 


 La& P (c). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAr se 
| MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


at natalia 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF 7*- 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Est. nia, Ma, 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES : 


LONDON. : PROVINCES. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). 


} ! Telephone N 
ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. | Disaasiiiiin Si Locbaed Hoess:' 402, Great elephone Numbers 
Telegraphic Address: ‘* Signally, Phone, LONDON.”’ | Charles Street 8 . ne es .. Central 8321 


‘ 1222 (for enquiries). | 2 
Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bar 5454 (for thedespatch oftelegrams only). | Bradford: 6/10, Broadway ... eae oe ... Bradford 6007 . 
amines Sins Number: TEMple Bar pie bk: | Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street * .. . «. Dundee 2108 
elephone Numbers ‘ é 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury Street, E.C.3 . .. AVEnue 5514 | Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street oi ve Rg 7761 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 .... nu ...*LONdon Wall 4270 | 
22, Lansenet Biren. “So a oY 5 MANsion House 605 | Hull: 76, Lowgate aa , Je mee .. Central 35811 
real House rk Lane, E. C3. oe ... ROYa | : 
24, Royal Réchange, EC3  ” WWANsion House 7974 Leeds 1: 15, Infirmary Street i es ... Leeds 21518 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, Se eae BIShopsgate 4993 Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... RS te .. Royal 5282 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 MANsion House 9431 | M q 
ae Court, meroamg tos Street. “Yok Re + LONdon Wall aaa | anchester 2: 94, Mosley Street... ines ... Central 32:23 
est Smithfield, E.C.1__. i .. CITy 44 WN - 31M 7 | bi 
3, Borough High Street, S.Ej1° 2 = op 0818 ewcastie : 31, Mosley Street ‘a ig Newcastle 22321 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 . WHitehall _ 2441 | Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... ns .. St, Buryao 206 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley | 
Street, W.1 MAYfair 4587 Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... ane ... Sheffield 20283 
_ Cumberland Hotel. Marble Arch, W.1 ae ... AMBassador 1234 wis 
73, Regent Street, W.1 | REGent a | a; oe Chambers, Be sania 
Golden Cross House, Charing Cross, ‘Strand, ae 
W.C.2 WHitehall 3696 And at the Connsaa's s Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, | 
Thames House, Millbank, wa... ViCtoria 7871 | Ongar and Somerton. 
The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2... TE ple Bar 1222 
Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, NORTHERN IRELAND-- 
GROsvenor 6363 | 


SE 
. 
eo 


imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ..Beifast 27438 


And the District Messenger Company's Offices: 


aay 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL: — MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE : SHEFFIELD : 
Central Telex 7370. Advance Telex 3343. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
‘‘VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. This indication ts not Charged eae 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at auy of the above-named Branches, 


EIRE. (IRELAND). is oe 


DUBLIN : 67, Middie Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only)... a .. Telephone No.: Dublin 44995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY: :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. sd TEMple Bar 12232, 


AND WIRELESS: " 1 


LIMITED 


66 
Via Imperial 
iret line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 


_4 rs and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed in and 
: instructions—if any. 


f 
, Clerk's Time 1 A 
PCircuit. Name. Received. Ss ¥ re 


fat. 
A) 


i Miva, IT LS THE CENTRE AND HEART OF 

\ rwe RELLGLON. OF FOUR HUNDRED MLLLLONS OF 

‘| CATHOLLCS STOP ATHENS AND CALRO FROM 

() CONSIDERATIONS OF THELR ARTLSTLC AND 

HUESTORLC IMPORTANCE HAVE BEEN SPARED AND WE. 
RNOW THE) HOLY | 


ed 
a z a ~ 
‘ , - 


‘| 

ino FATHER JOUNED IN THE APPEAL FOR LMMUNETY 
as THEM STOP WOULB LT NOT BE A SUPREME 
ENSULT JO CATHOLICS LF MOHAMMEDANS OF CALRQ | | 


ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY’S OFFICES. 


S =’ TTAVE Al ATV! Wr te wwe = 
\ MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


| 
L & P (c). 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OFS 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esth “ aim 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES©. 


BE 


LONDON. | PROVINCES. ~* ¥ 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. | Telephone Nui 


| Birmingham 3: Lombard House, 142, Great 
Telegraphic Address: ** Signally, Phone, LONDON.”’ : | Charles Street p a at ae ... Central 


: 1222 (for enquiries). 
Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bary 494 (for thedespatch of telegrams only). | Bradford: 6/10,Broadway ..  ..  ..._—-....-:~« Bradford 


Telex Number : TEMple Bar 9644. Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street = oe ... Dundee 
BRANCH OFFICES ; Telephone Numbers | : : 
Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 is CLErkenwell 2243 Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street... a ... Edinburgh 
e Baltic Exchange, Bury — E.C.3 . .. AVEnue 5514 Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street ‘si so 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ... . ... LONdon Wall 4270 | . J 
22, a Bes \ 2... .., MANsion House 6605 | Hull: 76, Lowgate tee eee ge ee ee Contra 
real House Mark Lane, E.C. 3. hes .. ROYal 7837 | ‘ Leeds 
24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 a ... MANsion House 7974 | ae + 5 ae) eee ee eS oe of 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, ik ae BIShopsgate 4993 Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... ion te .. Royal 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 MANsion House 9431 | : 
ae Court, anes Street, E .c2 LONdon Wall 4811 — Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street... ne ... Central 
est Smithfield, E.C.1  .... ee je. CMe 654h. - 33.) 
3, Sao gh High Street. SEI = “ . Hop 0818 Newcastle : 31, Mosley Street 4 ios he Newcastle 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 . WHitehall 2441 Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... ee .. St. Buryan 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley | 
Street, W.1 MAYfair 4587 Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... vs .. Sheffleld 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 a ... AMBassador 1234 | 
73, Regent Street, WwW. REGent 6244 Southampton: South Western Chambers, i, 


Galen Cross House, Charing Cross, Strand, Canute Road ... . . Woolston 


7 | 
Thames House, Millbank, S.W.1° ViCtoria 7871 Ongar and Somerton. 
The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2!. TEMple Bar 1222 
Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, NORTHERN IRELAND— 
GROsvenor 6363 | — 


And the District Messenger Company’s Offices. 


2108 


25068 
‘7761 
35811 
21518 
5282 
3223 ° 
22321 
206 
20283 


88245 


WHitehall 3696 And at the Company's Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 


imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ..Belfast 27438 


" © 


| TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL: MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE : SHEFFIELD : 
Central Telex 7370. Advance Telex 3343. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are giver gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
*“*“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE ”’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
‘‘VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. T hes indication +s not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained 1 at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). 


DUBLIN : 67, Middie Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only)... a ... Telephone No.: Dublin 44995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY: ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Felegraphic Address EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND, Telephone : TEMple Bar 1222, 


wayeser---------~- 


Fe ‘AND WIRELESS 


LIMITED 


_@ first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 


Letters an d Number of Message; Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed i 
tie ial instructions—if any. 


- 
phon 


Clerk's Time 


| , — ; Name. Received. 
> oS : ? 
eS eS 
A; | 
| A. é 


)) RECELVED CONS LpERATLON WHL CH WAS = BEING 

| DENLED TO THEM STOP LE WA ARE SINCERE IN 

| OUR. OFTDECLARED BYRBOSE (TO BE FLONTERG FOR. 

iZ CHRIST LANITY AND CLALM THLS MESSLON aS 

ig NOBLE TRUST LET US NOT BETRAY IT. BY 
/DESTROYENG THE VERY CENTRE Of CHRISTENDOM 
“STOP WE APPEAL THEREFORE TO ALL WHO CAN 


| HELP LN ANY WAY TO 90 THEER BART TO 
AVERT THE EATE THAT HANGS: OVER ROME AND 
\ TO 20 IT Now . g LEESON re ) BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 


a “MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


[&S 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, > 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 4 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES: 
LONDON. | PROVINCES. 
| \ 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : (Always Open). . | 
’ 4 Telephone Numbers 
ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. | j,uingham 3: Lombard House, 142, Great 
Telegraphic Address : ** hes pred Phone, LONDON.”’ Charles Street a hg oe es .. Central 
(for enquiries). | 
Telephone Numbers: TEMpleBar{ 494 (for thetleonarch of telegrams only). Bradford : 6/10, Broadway ... bs ‘ai ... Bradford 
Telex Number : TEMple Bar 9644. | Dundee: 46 and 50, BellStreet .. ... ~.. Dundee 
BRANCH OFFICES : Telephone Numbers | : 
Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 .. CLErkenwell 2243 | Fdinburgh 2: 99,George Street .. ... —..._- Edinburgh © 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury ee E.C.3 . ... AVEnue 5514 | Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street das .. City 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ... zs ... LONdon Wall 4270 | 
22, ee rest: B C. a... 5 ... MANsion House 6605 | Hull: 76, Lowgate vs tee + o» Central 
real House ne, E.C.3 a .. ROYal 7837 | 
24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 ‘| bas Hones rare | “One** + 1, tatemary Stapet ae 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, me BIShopsgate 4993 Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... ve ies .. Royal 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4_| MANsion House 9431 iy 
cone Court, seeamnerse Street, £C2 - LONdon Wall °4811 | Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street ... tae ... Central 
est Smithfield, E me ve a ae 6541 | i} x ms ) 
3, Borough High Street, S.E.1 ane a ee ee ie . oe 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 . WHitehall 2441 | Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... a .. St. Buryan 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley . | 
Street, W.1 MAYfair 4587 Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... ay .. Sheffield 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 oe ... AMBassador 1234 
73, Regent Street, W.1 REGent 6244 | F Peuete tend . ? Aaa Reson Coaunbers, bs Woolston 88245 


Golden Cross House, Charing Cross, ‘Strand, | 
W.C.2 WHitehall 3696 . And at the Company’s Wireless ‘Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 
Thames House, Millbank, S Ww. 1 ViCtoria 7871 | Ongar and Somerton. 
bss coset age Naame —— Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 1222 
rosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, : ; : ND— 
| mes ia “a et na és .. GROsvenor 6363 NOR IEARH IRELA : 
And the District Messenger Company’s Offices. | imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ..Belfast 27438 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : 3 LIVERPOOL : MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE: SHEFFIELD : 
Central Telex 7370. Advance Telex 3343. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Ccmpany’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
‘*VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. This indicatton is not Charged for. 
Books of chante Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). 


DUBLIN: 67, Middie Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only)... re ... Telephone No.: Dublin 44995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone: TEMpiec Bar 1222, 


ee ee 


_coerggling CAI LE AND WIRELESS | v tan 
Ne be 


The first line of this Telegram..contains.the..following particulars in the ondd 


Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of as Number of Wor ds, Date, Ti imes ) 
Official instructions—if any. 


D 


CW FTOB170B RO CKHAMPTONG > o8MAR FIL 


DLT THE HONOURABLE WINSTON CHURCHILL 
PRIME MINISTER OF G@REAT BRITAIN 


a 


DOWING ST LN. = 


THE CATHOLIC PEOPLE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS IN 
EVERY PARISH OF RICKHAMPTON DIOCESE 
AUSTRALIA HAVE VIGOROUSLY PROTESTED AGAINST 
THE BOMBING OF ROME AND HAVE PLEDGED 

| THEIR SUPPORT TO THE HEARTRENDING APPEAL 


L & P {c). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


(ES 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE on 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES : 


LONDON. sa PROVINCES. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). , 
ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. | Telephone Noy 


Birmingham 3: Lombard House, 142, Great 
Telegraphic Address : ‘* Signally, Phone, LONDON.” Charles Street oe a is LA ... Central 


22 (for enquiries). | . . 
Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bari 5494 (for the lespatch of telegrame only). | Bradford: 6/10,Broadway .....__—....___...._ Bradford 6dr 


Telex Number : TEMple Bar 9644. Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street... ne ... Dundee 2108... 
BRANCH OFFICES: .- + Lin J Telephone Numbers 


Tower Chambers, Moorgate, F E.C2°°" | wate 2243 : Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street... i .. Edinburgh 25068 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury Street, E.C.3 . ... AVEnue 5514 Glasgow C.2: 67. St. Vincent Street te: «ey 7761 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2_ ... # .. LONdon Wall 4270 .. 
22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 .. -  g MANsion House 6605 Hull: 76, Lowgate see vee wee Central 35811 
ereal House, 58, Mark Lane, E.C.3_ ae * ROYal 7837 i eeds 
24, Royal Exchange, EC32 |... ... MANsion House 7974 nen at 50) eee eee a i Sas aunee 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, nA... BIShopsgate 4993. Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... bee pa .. Royal 5282 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4. MANsion House 9431 ow 4 C 2 
sw Court, one. aah Street, foe Bee . LONdon Wall 4811 Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street... nee .. Central 3223 
1, West Smithfield, E.C.1 _. vis ree & Y &, 6541 N tle: 31.M ae . 22321 
3, Borough High Street,S.E.1 |. |. -.. HOP 0818 en aa ee * perchineecaes ’ 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 ... WHitehall 2441 _ Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... és .. St. Buryano 206 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley 
Street, W.1 | MAYfair 4587 Sheffield 3 : 50, The Wicker ... Be .. Sheffield 20283 
Cumberitand Hotel, Marble Arch, W.t od ... AMBassador 1234 ) 
73, Regent Street, Ww. REGent 6244 Southampton: South Western nrmacencien i. 


Golden Cross House, Charing Cross, ‘Strand, Canute Road... ; Woolston 88245 
W.C.2 WHitehall! 3696 And at the Company’s Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 
Thames House, Millbank, S.W.1 VICtoria 7871 Ongar and Somerton. 
aoe spe pata Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 1222 } 
rosvenor House, Enqgui Bureau, Park Lane, 3 | ; 
W.! ‘es es ers ve ey o ... GROsvenor 6363 | NOR et eae ' 
And the Dietrict Messenger Company's Offices. : Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast Belfast 27438 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


. BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL: MANCHESTER: NEWCASTLE: SHEFFIELD : 
Central Telex 7370. Advance Telex 3343.. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that, telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
‘*VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. Ths indication ts not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). 


DUBLIN : 67, Middie Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only)... a .. Telephone No.: Dublin 44995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone: TEMple Bar 1222. 


CABLE AND WIRELESS 


LIMITED 


he first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 


Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed in and 
al instructions—if any. 


Clerk's Time 


Name. Received. 
rd . 
pea. 4 


HE NATIONS MADE BY HIS HOLINESS 


POPE PIUS X11 TO PREVENT DESTRUCTION OF 
“THE EXTERNAL GITY .THE CENTRE OF 
CHRISTIANITY SACRED IN ITS POSSESSION OF 
INNUMERABLE RELIGIOUS SHRINES AND GLORIOUS 


AS A TREASURE HOUSE OF ART AND GULTURE 


ROMUALD HAYES BISHOP ~OF ROCKHAMPTON & 


ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


64 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE ae 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) Nd 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES : 
LONDON. PROVINCES. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). 


. Telephone N 
ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. nesebieiiliil: +. Leenteed. Wonel, YEE Bret elephone Numbers 
Telegraphic Address: ‘* Signally, Phone, LONDON.”’ Charles Street aS i: an & .. Central 8321 


222 (for enquiries). 
Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bard 5494 (for thedespatch oftelegrams only). Bradford: 6/10, Broadway ... is ntl ... Bradford 6007 


i» _‘ Telex Number: TEMple Bar 9644. | Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street .. |.  .... Dundee 2108 
BRANCH OFFICES : Telephone Numbers ve 
Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 .. CLErkenwell 2243 Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street... =. --. Edinburgh 25068 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury sreeeaede E.C,3 . ... AVEnue 5514 Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street Be we City 7761 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 .. i .. LONdon Wall 4270 . 
22, Leadenhall en. ca... Shey eect MANsion House 6605 Hull: 76,Lowgate + ee ee Ceomttral 35811 

ereal House, 5 ark Lane, E.C.3_ ed .. ROYal 7837 .. Leeds 
24, Royal Exchange, Zea... ... MANsion House 7974 | Lecce 1: £5, Eapramey trent a ee - atts 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, = gees BiIShopsgate 4993 Liverpool 2: 4, Castile Street ... th ae .. Royal 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 MANsion House 9431 : 
bg Court, Poon ee egg Street, E.C.2 ... . LONdon Wall 4811 Manchester 2 : 94, Mosiey Street... res .. Central 

1, West Smithfield, E.C.1 _. nak oo or 6541 7 <3 
3, Borough High ay SE1° 5 OP . 0818 Newcastle : 31, Mosley Street es oi .. Newcastle 
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 | WHItehall 2441 Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... as .. St. Buryan 
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley i 

Street, W.1 ; MAY fair 4587 Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... ey ... Sheffield 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 i ... AMBassador 1234 
73, Regent Street, W.1 oe a ee Chambers, Oe wienie 
Golden Cross House, Charing Cross, ‘Strand, ce ' 

W.C.2 ; WHitehall 3696 And at the Cunianiiate s Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 
Thames House, Millbank, S.W.l ViCtoria 7871 Ongar and Somerton. 
The Adelphi, John Adam ‘Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 1222 
Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, NORTHERN IRELAND— 

GROsvenor 6363 Get 


WwW. eee eee eer eee eee eee ee + 
And the District Messenger Company's Offices. ! Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast Belfast 27438 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL : MANCHESTER : ; NEWCASTLE : SHEFFIELD : 
Central Telex 7370. Advance Telex 3343. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 
‘‘VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. Thss indicatson ts not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). 


DUBLIN : 67, Middie Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) ... ae .. Telephone No.: Dublin 44995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Pileebnns } TEMple Bar 1222. 


Printed in England. Api. 1943. 


(q000 Pads) a CABLE WIREL EB | ee BAY 


a uy J 
ae te } ae LIMIT {i> hin \ 


she Pee Dy, 


The first line of this Telegram contains 


Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of OF} 
Official instructions—if any. - = el 
‘ : ; #, - 
oo 


Ci a . aa | e+ Se ‘ Ti “ 2. +? Ving ete 

ircuit. eS Pg Received. mie Nemes: 
> } [ 4 , # ~ ‘ ft . 2 

; Fa 47 . 


Tr r%. 
geet 7 as 


MR WINSTON CHURCHILL LDN = 


CATHOLICS ASSEMBLED FROM EVERY PART DIOCESE 


SOF GERALDTON UNITE PROTESTING AGAINST 


BOMBING OF ROME STOP -WE 68G- YOU ID 


oe ee Oe - , 


ii; YOu CAN TO SAVE “ROME FOR US = 


BISHOP GUMMER 4% 


ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
‘MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


. 7 qj * 2 ’ 
Printed in Fnolana r € ‘ a> 4 . -—- — eet: “ey ag Sith naaanitap-ataecnannatamai eget alienate 


Printed in England. & 1943 5/-152 


emma | | CABLE WIRELES s yp ey 
: \! i” 66 a: by . | , S . 


The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars i in “the oleae 


Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origti. Number of Words, Date, Tj handisdifn and 
Official inatructions—if any. 


a2 
Time | 
Circuit. Name. | Received. 


Ta 


GH, 


ate MELBOURNE INDEXKD 
“penne WONPO (133 29 1600 “0 


‘LC TRE RIGHT HONOURABLE y haSTON CRORCHTEL 
PRIME: WINESTER LONG: 


eas ’ ew WEETING HeLD “IN MEL 
7 WAS COMMISSIONED To SEND You TRE FOLLOWDNS 


|| RESOLUTIONS wHTeH WERE CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 


wt he we we 


* P (ce). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
. MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S S OFFICES. 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Den 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and S 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY?’ ‘Ste 


LONDON. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : 


(Always Open). 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘* Signally, Phone, LONDON.’’ 


Telephone Numbers: TEMple Barf 


1222 (for enquiries). 
8494 (for the despatch of telegrams only). 


Telex Number: TEMple Bar 2441. 


BRANCH OFFICES : 


Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 

The Baltic Exchange, Bury ietaapedes E.C.3 . 

18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ... 

22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 ... 

Cereal House, 58, Mark Lane, E. C2) 

24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 

The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, oe 

Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 

Capel Court, Throgmorton Street, E E.C.2 ... ; 

21, West yg eng = ae 

3, Bor h High Street, S.E.1 sid 

41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 . 

Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley 
Street, W.1 

Cumberiand Hotel, , Marble Arch, W.l 

73, Regent Street, W. 

"ao Cross: House, Charing Cross, 

Thames House, Millbank, te eee me 

The Adelphi, John Adam ‘Street, Strand, Ww. C.2.. 


‘Strand, 


And the District “Rinsesader | Company’ s Offices. 


i TEMpig¢ Bey 
— Hougey . Enguiry. Bureab, Park Lane: “ 


Telephone Numbers 


CLErkenwell 2243 
AVEnue 5514 
LONdon Wall 4270 
MANSsion House 6605 
ROYal 
MANsion House 7974 
BIShopsgate 


“7837. 


4993 | 


MANsion House 9431 | 


LONdon Wall 
CITy 

HOP 
WHitehall 


MA Yfair 
AMBassador 
REGent 


WHitehali 
ViICtoria 


4811 
6541 


24hi 
4587 
1234 


3696 
7871 


GROsvenor 6363 


6244 | 


0818. | 


+ 3222 i 


PR 0 


s 


Birmingham 3: 
Charles Street 


Bradford : 6/10, Broadway 
Dundee : 46 and 50, Bell Street 
Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street 
Glasgow, C.2 : 67, St. Vincent Strei 
Hull :'4,}Silver Street ... 

Leeds 1: : 


Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... 


Lombard k& 


15, Infirmary Street 


Manchester 2: 94, Mosiey Street 
Newcastie : 31, Mosley Street 
Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ... 
Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... was \ 


And at the Company's Wireless Static 
Ongar and Somerton. : 
~ 


NORTHE RN IRELAND— 
mae House, 9, Donegall Square Eas 


BIRMINGHAM : 
“Central Telex 7370. 


LIVERPOOE : 
Central Telex 8112. 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


MANCHESTER : 
Central Telex 5800. 


NEWCASTLE: 
Telex 23033. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at ail Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 


Receipts are given gratis for the 


a 


“VFA IMPERIAL CABLE " if intended for-transmission by cable, or 


‘*VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless.. This indication is nol : 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tarifis, Rules, etc., can be obtained + the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-nam 


(IRELAND). 


67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquity Office only) 


DUBLIN : 


gt 


EIRE. 


@- 


Telephone No.: Dublin 7495) 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELEGTRA HOUSE, a dete EMBANKMENT, LOMDON, \ 


Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. 


Telephone: TEMple Be 
r 


4 
aS : 
? a \c\ 
~ 


a; . a 
ov ge. at88.5S 09 * 
Pr F.4 sap 0° 
v Sov" 


33 se e's 
22>, etch? 

oh ~?” % 9 ? 
n° 


sad 
% 


, 0° . : 
be ng particulars in the order named :— 
« Number of Words, Date, Time handed in and 


Received. : 


FIRSTLY STOP: THAT” THIS “ASSEMOLY” OF “CATHOLIC 
“KUSTRALIAN CITIZENS PROTESTS IN ANGER AND 
/INDISWATION AT THE OUTRAGE INFLICTED ON THE 

“NEUTRAL “VATICAN. STATE: “OY “SONBINS' AWD” TRUSS 

“THAT NO SUCH” THINS WILE BE PERMITTED to REcHR 

STOP" SECONDLY STOP THAT’ WE ALSO ENDORSE THE 

“PROTEST OF THE HOLY FATHER “AGAINST” THE: 

ATTACKS ON THE CITY OF ROME AS INSLORVOUS AND 

MORALLY INDEFENSIOLE SINCE THE CITY 1S "Nor A 


L@ Fr {tc}. Foi Bee Sh 4 21) ee ie dye 00 Wwe --0 0 vs + mpaber Gute ey 6 wr we ee oe weg 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 
' MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


fs ene " P' etitiies —— 
: ; } + 
: 4 


é 
TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE CABLE @ 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Fi 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


: ? 
AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHE} AML 


LONDON. : PROVINC rst line of this Telegram contains th 


| and Number of Message, 
CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : (Always Open). | “"Etions—if any. ge, Office of Ori 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. | ; .: 
Telegraphic Address : “: Signally, Phone, LONDON.” | ee Bee Ce ee ee 
Pangea neabinn Famunbert SG 2 (for enquiries). es mek og Clerk's 


94 (for thedespatch oftelegrams only). | Bradford: 6/10,Broadway .. .. ../ Name. acer 
Telex Number : TEMple Bar 2441. : eceivec 


BRANCH OFFICES : Telephone Numbers Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street 


Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E ic. 2 see CLErkenwell 2243 Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street 
The Baltic Exchange, Bury alae E.C.3 . .. AVEnue 5514 
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ; .. LONdon Wall 4270 Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street 
% Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 ... < .. MANsion House 6605 
Cereal House, 58, Mark Lane, E.C 32° Be .. ROYal 7837 Hull: 4, Silver Street ... 
24, Royal Exchange, E.C3 _.. _.... MANsion House 7974 
The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market,’E ..- BIStiopsgate 4993 | Leeds1: 15, Infirmary Street 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon deccet, E. C.4 MANSsion House 9431 |” Li ol 2: 4. Castie's 
~~ are. Cereamarten Street, E £.C3 ... _ LONdon ane RE.) VRE POO 4s Sy SR MNES CET ONE ... 
1, West Sm eld, E.C.1 bee ie 3. eee 6541 |. Ds 
3, , Boro High Street, S. Ed gs - es HOP oe 0818 | Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street 
41 : rliament Street, a WHIt I 2441  £=Newcastle: 31,M Str 
Thos. ee - Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley | ourey ~— 
Street MAYfair 4587 Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) : 
Casabactand | Hotel, , Marble Arch, Wl AMBassador 1234 


7m bss plow REGent 6244 | Sheffiehi 3: 50, The Wicker ...-_ sen Sf = : 3 
“= rxtty House, Charing Cross, Strand, Si. * 3696 | And at! the Company’s Wireless ‘stetions TH A 4 t 
Thames House, Millbank, SW... ViCtoria 7871 Ongar and Somerton. 
The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2.. TEMple Bar 1222 | 


Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, | | NORTHERN IRELAND— 
| GROsvenor 6363 


Ww. 
And the District ‘Messenger: ‘Company’ s Offices. Poe Imperial House, 9; a Square East} J 0) | « 0S . F 
® 


ee 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 
BIRMINGHAM : | LIVERPOOL: | MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE: 


Central Telex 7370. |» Central Telex 8112. se ee ane aeons y $ MH 0 Ut, ) BE. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company's Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for tb 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also receivediat all Pogtal Telegraph Offices, but should be mar 
n VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmjssion by cable, ot | 


‘+ VIA: IMPERIAL WIRELESS ’’ if intended for transmission by wireless. This indisathan is S ARE BF | N ¢ 
. ee 


Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above 


EIRE. (IRELAND). © © eee 
DUBLIN: 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) Bi ste ee ... Telephone No. : pubif 2 AR (“4 BI SHO 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LO 


Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone : Tx 


VIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM S 
MADE AT ANY OF 


hn aida att aligns —— 


~ GoN. tae eee 
ai (e) WIRELESS 


; y LIMITED 
7 ‘ ”? 
7 


* ‘line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 


_ dnd Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed in and 
Q itions—if any. 


. 
r4 . @# 
- A 


Clerk’s Time 


Name. Received. Pei, 


: —— i 

: : i 
f / 
; 

t 

‘ 

‘ - 

i 


WILETARY OBJECTIVE 


| al IN ANY SENSE” THAT “CAN “BE “ETHICALLY RECOGNISED 


AND WE JOIN MOST EARNESTLY IN HIS APPEAL 
THAT THEY SHOULD BE DISCONTINUED STOP THESE 
RESOLUTIONS “ARE BEING “ALSO SENT 70 PRESIDENT! 
“ROOSEVELT = ARCHBISHOP ANNI # 


Z 
: ' 
$ 


ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE vokxp. 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Fintand. 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES : 


LONDON. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : 


(Always Open). 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address : 
Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bart 


‘* Signally, Phone, LONDON.”’ 
1222 (for enquiries). 
8494 (for the despatch of telegrams only). 


Telex Number: TEMple Bar 2441. 


BRANCH OFFICES : 


Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 

The Baltic Exchange, Bury Str vend E.C3 . 

18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ... 

22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 ... 

Cereal House, 58, Mark Lane, E.C Ye 

24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 

The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, 24... 

Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 

Capel Court, Throgmorton Street, E.Cz2 ... 

21, West Smithfield, a ole een 

3, Bor High Street, S.E.1 eB sie 

41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 ... 

Thos. Cook . Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley 
Street 

Cummbeeland | Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 

73, Regent Street, Ww. 1 

Golden Cross House, 
W.C.2 

Thames House, Millbank, S.W.1. 

The Adelphi, John Adam ‘Street, Strand, Ww 02. 

Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane, 


Cha ring Cross, ‘Strand, 


And the District Messenger Company’s Offices. 


Telephone Numbers 
CLErkenwell aare 


AVEnue 514 | 


LONdon Wall 4270 
MANsion House 6605 
ROYal 7837 
MANsion House 7974 
BIShopsgate 

MANsion House 9431 
4811 
6541 


LONdon Wall 
CITy 

HOP 
WHiIgehall 


MAYfair 
AMBassador 
REGent 


WHitehall 
ViCtoria 
| TEMple Bar 


GROsvenor 


2441 


1234 


1222 


Birmingham 3: 


4993 | 


0818 | 


4587 

6244 | 
3696 | 
7871 | 


6363 | 


PROVINCES. 


Telephone Numbers 


142, Great 


Central 
Bradford 


Lombard House, 
y ced 8321 


6007 
2108 
25068 
7761 
35811 
21518 
5951 
3223 
22321 
Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) . 206 
Sheffiel:i 3 : 50, The Wicker .. 20283 


And at the Company's Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 
Ongar and Somerton. 


Charles Street 
Bradford : 6/10, Broadway 
Dundee ; 46 and 50, Bell Street 
Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street 
Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street 
Hull: 4, Silver Street ... 
Leeds 1 : 


Liverpool 2: 4, Castile Street ... 


Dundee 
Edinburgh 
City 
Centra! 
15, Infirmary Street Leeds 
Centra} 
Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street Central 
Newcastle : $1, Mosley Street Newcastle 
St. Buryao 


Sheffield 


. 


NORTHERN IRELAND— 


Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Beifast ...Belfast 27438 


BIRMINGHAM : 
Central Telex 7370. 


LIVERPOOL: 
Central Telex 8112. 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


MANCHESTER : 
Central Telex 5800. 


NEWCASTLE: 
Telex 23033. 


SHEFFIELD : 
Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. 


Receipts are given gratis for the amoun’ charged. 


Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE " if intended for transmission by cable, ot 
‘‘“VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS ”’ if intended for transmission by wireless. This sndicatson is not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tarifis, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, of at any of the above-named Branches 


DUBLIN: 67, 


a 


EIRE. 


ne ae oR oe ee er em ee 


(IRELAND). 


Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) 


Felephone No.: Dublin 74995. 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. 


Telephone: TEMple Bar 1222, 


COENEQ IE 


Printed in England. Api. 1943. 
(2000 Pau a 
| aN aT, rs GREE 0. te 
‘ne ee : @ tf | Y Te = OW 
j ; e o, ? Fy BY. 


The first line of this AY sted contains the following particulars ing A hte: girder, jamed : be fees 
Prefix Letters And Number of Message, Office SoeKxEs of Words, Dd fs 7S ae eet P, and ‘ | 


Official instractions—if any. 4 "Z 
a * eg 
3 De® ne oe 


| 


in... 
gs Time ve U 
Received. 


eT 
' 
’ 


oo ie , 
ta) Craps 
Na 


Circut (4 “4 awit 


, PL AO 
— 1 18103 ADGLAIDE sy 9 1849 972 fi oa 1) 


|S VW _ i a See > SGA NRT 


wR WINSTON CHURCHI bl PRIME wintsta® LONDON s 


Bis 
o> 


ee a 


“GREAT PUBLIC HEGTING SOUTH AUSTRALIAN cATHOUICS 


ADSLAIDE TOWN HAUL TODAY UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED 


— nee 


POPES PROTEST AGAINST ROME BOMBING ENDORSED HIS 


5 


APPEAL NOT TO 8 ie io > 


"ARCHBISHOP BEOVICH BISHOP MCCABE” ADSLAIDE & 


L & P {c). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
: MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 


TELEGRAMS 


"0 


ACCEPTED FOR. ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 


(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland, 
Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) 


AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY’S BRANCHES : 


LONDON. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : 


(Always Open). 


ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2. 
Telegraphic Address : ‘‘ Signally, Phone, LONDON.” 


1222 (for enquiries). 
Telephone Numbers: TEMpleBar {8494 (forthe despatch of telegrams only). 


Telex Number: TEMple Bar 9644. 


BRANCH OFFICES ; 


Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 

The Baltic Exchange, Bury wereld E.C 2. 

18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 

22, Leadenhail Street, E.C.3 ... : 

Cereal House, 58, Mark Lane, E.C. 3 

24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 

The Fruit Exchange, Spitalfields Market, aes 
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4 
Capel Court, Throgmorton Street, E.C.2 ... 
21, West Smithfield, E.C.1 ... ‘. 

3, Borough High Street, S.E.1 


Telephone Numbers 
CLErkenwell 
AVEnue 
LONdon Wall 


2 


} 

7 
{ 
' 


! 


2243 
5514 | 
4270 | 


MANsion House 6605 | 
ROYal 7837 | 


MANsion House 7974 
BiIShopsgate 


4993 — 


MANsion House 9431 | 


LONdon Wall 4811 


CITy 


HOP 


6541 
0818 


PROVINCES. 


Telephone Numbers 
Birmingham 3: 
Charles Street 
Bradford : 6/10, Broadway 
Dundee: 46 and 50, Bell Street 
Edinburgh 2: 99, George Street 
Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street 
Hull : 76, Lowgate | 
Leeds 1: 
Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... 


Lombard House, 142, Great 


Central 
Bradford 


8321 
6007 
2108 
25068 
7761 
35811 
21518 
5282 
3223 


Dundee 
Edinburgh 
City 

: Central 
15, Infirmary Street Leeds 
Royal 


Manchester 2: 94, Mdsley Street Central 


41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.! 

Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main thes, 43, Berkelev 
Street, W.1 3 : 

Cumberland Hotel, Marbie Arch, Wl 

73, Regent Street, Ww. 1 

Golden Cross House, 
W.C.2 

Thames House, Millbank, S S.W.1 

The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2:. 

Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau. Park Lane, 


WHiItehall 


MAY fair 
AMBassador 
REGent 
WHitehall 
V1iCtoria 
TEMple Bar 


GROsvenor 


24441 Newcastle: 31, Mosiey Street Newcastle 


22321 
206 
20283 


Dorchester, 


4587 
1234 
6244 


Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwal)) ... 
Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... 


St. Buryan 
SheMeld 


And at the Company’s Wireless Stations at Brentwood, 
Ongar and Somerton, — 


Charing Cross, ‘Strand, 
. 3696 | 
787) 


1222 
NORTHERN IRELAND— 
6363 


W.1 : 
And the District Messenger ‘Company’ s Offices. | Imperial House, 9, Donegail Square East, Beifast 


...Belfast 27438 


TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES: 


LIVERPOOL : MANCHESTER : 
Advance Telex 3343. Central Telex 5800, 


BIRMINGHAM : 


NEWCASTLE: 
Central Telex 7370. 


SHEFFIELD : 
Telex 23033. 


Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 
*“*“VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "’ if intended for transmission by cable, or 


VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS " if intended for transmission by wireless. This indication is not Charged for. 
Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., ean be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 


EIRE. (IRELAND). 


: 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) 


DUBLIN 


Telephone No.: Dublin 44995, 


HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, series EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone : TEMple Bar 1222. 


+. 
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Registry Te 
No. R 5733/124/22 


A.R.D. 


eC 


Mr. Colv lle, 
10, Downing Street 


k 
(S“apri, 1944. 17f 


You/sent us ewer telegrams addressed 
to the Prime Minister from the/Roman 
Catholic Bishops of Maitland, New South 
Wales, of Rockhampton, Geraldton, 
Adelaide and from Archbishop Mannix 
all protesting against the bombing of 
Rome and supporting the Pope's appeal 
to prevent its destruction. . 

We have consulted the Dominions 
Office, who feel that no answer should 
be sent to these telegrams (a) because 
the Prime Minister decided that 
Mr. de Valera's appeal on the same 
subject should be ignored, and (b) 
because these Bishops also sent messages 
to Mr. Curtin, who/made a public reply. 

In these circumstances, if you 


agree, we propose to take no action. 


pa 
8/4 ba Went 


nN 


18th all, 19044 


\ GO 


You recently sent us telegrams 
aetponuee to the Prime we Selegrens 
‘lend, ie sm  oaeee? Bie - 


Moperting the Pope's expect to 
t ite destruction. 


We have consulted the Dominions 


Office, who feel that no 
oS teens ag cage Bt: 


(ay baeunee Mini ster eetant 
that Mr. de Mr. ad vale orate oh : are oo 


setts yee 
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SOUTHERN. 


File Number 
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1944 ITALY are | nA A 


Registry eo 


o ome 


POM APCODLSnOp OF brazil 


| Transmi ts ‘5 i from the Archbishop of 
Brazil thanking His Majesty for efforts made and 
appealing for the — of Rome. 


Received 
in Regtaty th April: oh 


R: Italy. 


Last Paper. : (Minutes.) 


K 5233 : 
References. GIMA y( 
—— 


PsA 


(How disposéd of.) 


Wh Rade Yantene, WOE 


hn yA, - das 


(Action 
completed.) 
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Next Paper. 
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7: Gjicerof Ohigunand Sonrice Instructions Worda 


BAHIA 


_ NLT= REGIA MAJESTADE BRITANICA 
LONDRES 


LOLA SEE 


PR RE SN NR OE RR CREO 


AGRADECENDO ESFORCOS EMPREGADOS EVITAR DANOS MATERIAIS 
MORIAS PESSOAIS CIDADE DOS PAPAS E SEU ATUAL PONTIFICE 
PERMITA VOSSA MAJESTADE REITERAR EM NOME TODO Povo 
CATOLICO BRASIL ALIADO E AMIGO ARDENTE SUPLICA SEJAN 
REDOBRADOS ESFORCOS NAQUELE SENTIDO 


ARCEBISPO PRIMAZ BRASIL 
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[Cypher] 


aA xii 


| t “TA 7 0. St 
14th April, 1941. De 3000 pom. 14th April, 19). 
) oe 
~My telegram Noes 


~ ® 
Please reply similarly te appeal te King 


ig &4 8 
—— 


DASNOL Bee mate ef Brazil, creviaed 3 via Fogger Sectin 


File Number :— 


SOUTHERN. 


1944 


» f 


on } a eget 
BE . LY ag f EXT 6) wy 
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Registry 


Number anya. 


Received 


Bombing of Rome. 


Transmi ts of telegram from New Zealand 
‘(High Commissioner) No. 135 Minim Preco of 4th April 
Paragraph 5. Reports Press reactions in New 
Zealand to the Bombing of Rome:- : 

Archbishop Mannix's appeal endorsed by hrclhteben 


of Wellington, Dorothy Thompson's article in "Truth" 


in Regisiry Praen April:19}4" Zeal endia® refers to the Pope as “in daily peril 


R: Italy. 


of death" 


Last Paper. 
K573Y 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


ths 


Next asic. 


K 473 


(Minutes.) [3 ¢ 


ambi 


t 


FROM: NEW ZEALAND (H.C.) 
TQ: DO. 


D. 4th AD? . ¢ 1944. 6.00 Pom. 
i. on * “  -.12.50 a.m. 


No. 136 MINIM PRECO. 
° + Otwpa. 
o Week ending April 4th. 
1. Russia. 


Main headlines every day for Russien victories, with 
the capture of fresh strongholda every day. Emphasis laid on 


the Pact that the Red Armies now entering Roumenia, Hungary 
and Czechoslavakia, 


2. Italy. 


| Interest naturally considerable, . owing to the recent 
part played by New Zealand troops ,° but comment somewhat 
pessimistic, with headlines such as "Failure in Cassino", 
"Withdrawal", "Return te the Defensive". Generel freyberg sent — 
message to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, thanking 
him for the resolution passed recently in which he referred to 


the German troops being severely mauled, and New Zealand losses 
not being light. 


Oe Eastern. 


Considered le prominence for the United States attack on 
Truk and ?Palao, which: are said te preclude the invasion of the 


Caroline Islands. Appreciative references to the death of 
General Wingate. 


4, Europe. . 


"Weekly News", Maxeh 29th, discusses the Geoene AY had 
ssying that events in the next few weeks are likely Mee / 


. whether German ueneral Staff policy in handling strategic 
reserves has been dictated by “excessive timidity or wise | 
prudence”, to quote Hitler's own words. Invasion of Kurope 
-will be “an oocasion when we should refrain from looking for 
Gistant cbjectives, and should concentrate on the fighting in 
the foreground. It is there the issue will be decided". Baume 
in "Troth", Warch 29th, from Sydney declares the Luftwaffe, short 
of fighters, and that they are concentrating on defensive 
measures in Roumenia, Hungary and Bulgaria, 


5. Attack on Reme. 


Archbishep Mannix'’s appeal fully reported. Reported 
that the archbishop of Vellington endorses the appeal and that 
the Heirarehy are considering making similer appeals. "Otago 
Times", March 50th, says that Yannix's appeal will be received 
- with the deepest sympathy, that it would be lamentable if Rome 
suffered severely, but that, if "it has to suffer attack, it 
is its present occupiers, the despeilers ef Italy and the 
huniliators of Roman tradition, who must be held responsible | . 
before the censoricus histerians Archbishop Mannix’s conjures. 
tf it is to be a choice hetween the bones of history, however 
sacred, and man's living spirit, his right to live and worship 
freely, the Aliles long 2go established the principles which 
must guide them". In this connection Dorothy Thompson in "Truth" 
en the idea that Rome should be conquered inch by inch with the 
Gestruction of the shrines of Catholio Christendom, is prefoundly 
disturbed: ‘because the reason for doing so is not militarily 
understondable. Only if it is intended to conquer the whole of 
Italy does it make military sense, 2nd “we ocannot be planning 
that, and a% came time & vast invasion from the British Isles". 


“Zealandia" (Roman Catholic) refers ‘to the Pope as “now | 
in daily peril of death". 


6. Hr. Churchill's broadeast. 


Little editorial comment, but papers generally approve 
the warning that Gifficuit and dangerous times are still to ; 
some, and that it is no time to relax. 


7. Education Bil. 


Defeat of the Government, and the subsequent proceedings 
in the House of Commons, fully renorted, Press generally sy 
| the 


ne 


mi he. tatter as as indienting ‘that; in: ‘Some quarters, “$e is 
ft % “that the Government has been dilatory or lacking 
nmagination in post-war reconstruction planning. Prime 
nteter‘s insistence on trenting the matter as one of 
confidence generally approved. it is felt that the 
Goverment were entitled to refuse to allow a matter 
of broad principle to creep in by the back door, but 
that to compel members "to go into the lobby %ta11ineio) 
principles behind Party or personal loyaity” may merely 
succeed in irritating considerable sections of the | 
House of Commons. Yost of the papers quotcd 

Dr. Summerskill's objection that the Prime Minister was 
making the wrong approach to the House by appearing 

to insist that, if anything unpalatable to the 
Government were carried, it mist be overruled. 


8. Coastal ban in England. 


Accounts of the people flocking to the coast 
"for & last look of sea". Ban is interpreted as 
meaning that the invasion is now immediately imminent. 


9. Hinistries of Fuel and Transport. 


YTeuth" , Maroh 29th, foréshadows the 
resignation of Ha jor G. Lloyd Gecrge, “victim of 
political intrigue". “Many will regard his departure 
as proof that honesty does not pay in politics"™......6. 
"the power behind the Ninistry is Sir A. Dunean, who 
personifies the hardness of steel in 811 matters shere 


human rights are concerned, and vested interests 
threatened", | 


10.  Gabinet, 


London reports published to the effect that 
My, Eden may take on additional weirs pag J in 
post~war reconstruction etc, and so relieve the 


Fite 


A: 


Miniater of some of his burdens. “auckland Herald" , . 
th March, says ‘that Mr. Eden himself is overburdened 
aa Poreign. wy and Leader of the Houge of Commons, 
and that it would be necessary for him to shed some of — 
his present duties, “An attractive solution would be 
to place foreign affairs in charge of Lord Cranboume, 
who worked at the Foreign Office under Yr. Bden from 
19365 to 19388, and whose recent experience at the 
Dominions Office supplies an additional recommendation", 


11. Food production, | 


"Standard”™ siti dda appreciative article ~~ 
¥.I. Green headed *Farmers have done a grand job". 


12. Rire. 


Debate in the House of Commons on Savory‘s 
Motion ncted in all papers. “Evening Post"; 29th 
YWarch, quotes at length article in the "Christian 
Science Monitor" on “Neutral Eire", by Mcllory Browne, 
in Which he Suggests that, deep in’ their hearts, the 
Irish people realise that “something is wrong, and that 
they are not really as proud of their neutrality as they 
make out. He thinks that the Dublin estimate of 100,000 
men in the British Forces is exaggeration, and puts 
figure at forty to fifty thousand. 


13. Airways S 


Canberra reports that Fr. Curtin will discuss 
plan for limited wartime air service renee ts 
America, 


14. Local. 
House of Representatives has been occupied 


almost. the whole week with Reteroreres e+ bill regarding 
election’ 


es a 


election to local bodies. oe 


Prime Minister has announced the appointment 
of a Select Committee to enquire into allegations 
regarding the operation of the Postal Censorship. 


Appeintment of Wilson as High Commissioner in 
Canada received without comment. Reports that 
¥r. Berendsen is to be appointed to Washington, and 
Hr. Bardley and Mr. Boswell to Moscow and Canberra 
- respectively, published in all papers. Prime Minister 
refused to confirm or deny, but press assumes that 
appointments are in fact to be made. Some criticism 
as to using such appointments for Labour supporters 
who have’ lost their seats. 
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agoomplish this mission is the responsibility of the Senior Givil Affairs Officer, 
AMG 5th Army. 
2. This Headquarters approves the organization into two parties : 

(a) AMG 5th Amy Field. 

(b) AMG 5th A,ny Rome. 
AMG Sth Army Rome to consist in the planning of a smell nucleus wider an officer 
selected by the 3.C.A.0. 5th Army: subsequent allocation of personnel to and the 
novenents of both parties to be contingent upon military operations. 


By Command of Lieut. General MASON MacPARLANE. 


“HQ. AGP, 
G.G. 5 Army. 


H.Q.AMG, 8 Arny, 


Heads of Sections. 
Exeoutive Officers (1-) 
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Food Ships for Rome. 


Transmits copy of telegram from FREEDOM to 
jAir Ministry F 50292 MEDCOS 87 of 10th April. 
Refers to COSMED 83 (R 5665/124/22). Agree that — 

flour should not be shipped to Rome. Safe conduct 
to vessels from Genoa would hamper naval and air : 
action agminst enemy shipping. It is considered that — 
Germans are responsible for feeding civilians of 
occupied Italy and that the proposal arises through 
German endeavour to avoid this responsibility. 


(Minutes.) 
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* MOST SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 
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From:= Freedom 


To:= Air Ministry for British Chiefs of Staff : 
Rotd Britman Washington for United States Joint 
| Chiefs of Staff 
HQ, MAAF. 
C=in-C Med. Navles 


= we 5 * - ove 


F30292 


‘ °°. wey ._« 


10th April 1944 


Signéd: Wilson  Ohte: FACET 
This is MEDCOS 87 in reply to COSMED 93. Asbés/n ve : 


a. Agree that Allies should not permit flour to be 
shipped into Rome even in shins now at Genoa. Consider 
the possible humanitarian and propaganda value of allow. 
flour to go into Rome is far outweighed by the reasons - 
Sees ge Subbaregraphe two (a) (b) (ce) and (e) of 


as Giving safe conduct to these ve&sels would serious 
hamper naval and air action against enemy shipping while 

vessels are at. sca and might hamper air action rt poate 

Genoa while vessels are loading, and oe aveccnié 
or Fiumicino while vessels are 1n port. 


Oe Further it is opinion here that Germans are 
responsible for feeding civilians of occupied italy and 


pronosal arises through German endeavour to avoid his 
responsibility and thereby improve his communications 


situation. 
2 T.0.0, iJO1ga 
Circulation 


Brig, Jacob 
Foreign Secretary 
First Sea Lord 
C.6 Telegrams 
A.M.C.S(C) 
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WAR CABINET 


CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 


Mees odes 


es 
C.0.5, (44) II Meeting WwW, Item x 


ie a ae 


An extract from the above minutes 


is attached, 


(Signed) L,C, HOLLIS. 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
oe, 


7 fiptQ 194. 


Qua (4 a3 90} 
THE COMMITTEE had before them a Letter” from the Foreign 
Office suggesting a new method by which a ship=load offlour.. 
might be introduced into Rome, The suggestion | 
was that the ship and the flour should be novided by the Germans 
fron Italian pesources, safe conduc ng guarantect 
by the Allies. 
The Committee referred to the military arguments that 
had been used in turning down the previous proposal and agreed 
that these still held good under the new proposal. Even if 
these could be overcome however, they felt that it would be 
a mistake to agree out of hand with the new proposal since 
there might be other practical difficulties in carrying it out 
on which the Commanders on the spot alone could advise, It 
was noted that Sir D'arcy Osborne's telegram™ containing this 
new proposal had now been repeated to the Resident Minister in 
Algiers and it was felt that General Wilson should be given 
the full picture, including the arguments against the 
original proposal, and should be asked for his views. 


THE COMMITTEE := 


(a) Instructed the Secret to draft, and 
despatch, a telegranfgiving General Wilson 
the full picture and asking for his views 
on the new proposal, 


(b) Instructed the Secretary to inform the 
Foreign Office of the action that had been 


Pe Q 
/% Annex RS © 
*% No. 250 to Foreign Office 
# Sent as COSMED 83, 


| ws Gn eas oe 
Cospipens Opec , Jy the Wah Aor er} 
YS Apr. 19% 


9th April 1944 from the 
: , a |. = iY 
P , me he Oe " 
: para i ae Ree Mg , © 
ehh ne a ‘ ; 
~ 
« a. ‘ 
aia ey 
—_ « Powe 


On 4th April the Chiefs of Staff considered Sir d'Arcy 
Osborne's telegram No.e198 of 26th March suggesting that a ship- 
load of flour should be consigned to the Pope for distribution 
to the population in Rome, The Chiefs of Staff expressed the 
view that it was undesirable on military grounds to accede to 
Sir d'Arcy Osborne's proposals 


From Sir d'Arcy’s telegram Noe230, it appears that the 
Vatican are endeavouring to obtain German sanetion for the 
acquisition of two or three Italian ships at Genoa to convey 
flour from North Italy to the ports of Civitavecchia or 
Fiumicino. Under the Vatican scheme a shipload of flour will 
be consigned to the Pope for the population of Rome for 


distribution under German guarantee and the ships in question 
will fiy the Papal flag. 


Sir d'Arcy Osborne suggests that British and American 
consent to the issue of navicerts and safe conducts and general 
assent to the project should be obtained inmediately sinee 
there would be advantage in informing the Vatican of Allied 
acceptance of the plan without delay, 


The Foreign Office would be grateful if this further 
proposal could be considered by the Chiefs of Staff as a 
matter of urgency. Sir d'Arey Osborne’s telegram has been 
repeated to His Majesty's Embassy at Washington so that its 
terms will be available to the Joint Staff Mission when the . 
comients of the Chiefs of Staff are conveyed to the latter 
in order that the whole question can be considered by the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff as would seem to be necessarye - 


Meanwhile, a telegram, of which a copy is enclosed,’ 
has been sent to Sir d’Arcy Qshorne while the latter's 
telegram Noe230 has been repeated to the Resident Minister 


at Algiers who will no doubt communicate it to Allied Force 
Headquarterse : 


In the Foreign Office view the Vatican proposal for the 
shipment of flour from North Italy te Rome is not open to the 
same objections as the suggestion contained in Sir d‘Arey 


Osborne's telegram No,198 and unless on military and blockade 
grounds strong objections are seen to the Vatican plan the | 
Foreign Office would wish to represent that from a political 
point of view there would be considerable advantages in 
acceding to it. 


(Signed) AR DEW 


APPENDIX 


Copy of a telegram to Sir d'Arcy Osborne 
from the Foreign Office 


Your telegram No.230. Project is being 
considered urgently and I will telegraph as soon as 
possible, 

Qe On military grounds sug:estion made in 


paragraph 2 of your telegram No.i198 is unacceptable. 
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ReeisyR\ 5818/124/22. 
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he eine FROM 
-Osbor 


r 245.6 


Dated 10th April:1944 


Received 


in Registry LEth April: 31944 


R: Italy. 


Holy See). 


Refers to Holy See telegram No. 200 
(R 5044/124/22). 

Cardinal Secretary of State has received 
assurance from German Embassy that no troops are to. 
be quartered in Rome, traffic for the front does 
not pass through the city, access to the city is 
forbidden to all members of German armed forces. 

Sir Darcy pointed out that His Majesty's 
Government could not be bound by this eleventh hour 
demilitarization of Rome. 
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Sir D. Osborne D. 8. O pom. 11th April, 1944. 
| BYe Bave | Re 9.25 p.m. 11th April, 1944, 


R . JdJdJ 
My telegram No, 200, 5oud| pyre 


Cardinal nal Seeretary of State has bas now received offici “ HS 
assurance from as on lines o elegram No. 
It iy in that the quarte = ond’ 0s | 


raed 0 troops ay service or 
pgp ion for armne forces are forbidden in | 
xcept tary hospitals and small forces 


t does P shrough cit 
to the aL ty of Rome is in principle forb 
of German armed forces and Pthat only 
concerned with age services f exclusively in the 


interests. of fare and sec of phe ation 
SS eet h of a ent is 1 pom ett : 


au nority of Gera Command ~ enter oy rs Me of Rose and 
that ap Rye objectives would suffer in 
ae hurtaer ts ings ef ¢ city. 


8. I teld es that I could not accept this’: su 
conclusien frem the pig po premigses, I alse teek the f i. 
opp rtumity te peint eut (yeur rte Ne, 1 Ane nip eleyenth uri 4 
that we were in ne way committed er beund by t el 
heur dentittevisation of Reme, I added hewever 
I heard Germans seemed te be inated — — ‘yelegren 
Ne, 227) their undertakings. 
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Supplies. Vatican asks for a guarantee that the 


Naing Bt ae vessels will be respected by Allied warships. 
““ Vith Apr.1944. 
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[CYPHER] - 
FROM HOLY SEE TO FOREIGN OFFIC 

ac. D. 3.00 pom. April 11, 19), 

at ts R. 9625 pom. April 11, 192 


» & & 
K s(t y[we 
My telegram No, 241, last sentence paragraph 2, 


Specific German ntee has not been sought and is not 

sary since supplies will be handed over for distribution 

ome to the branch of the Italian Ministry of Agriculture 
which, in conjunction simultaneously with the sutheeition. is 
dealing with the whole problem of provisions and distribution 
of food supplies. RSET 


2. I fear that literally translated wording of (1) in 
pomerer graph 2 of my telegram No, 239 is not very clear: meaning 
that the Vatican asks us to guarantee that the vessels in 
question will in all circumstances be respected by our warships, 
submarines and aircraft, 
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R523 


12 APR 1944 


Jean Jeu, 


On receipt of your letter of the 6th April 
covering telegram No. 250 dated 4th April from 
Sir D'Arcy Osborne, the Chiefs of Staff decided 
to refer the proposal contained in that telegram 
to General Wilson for his opinion. You have already 


received a copy of the telegram which they sent 
(COSMED 83). 


Be General Wilson's reply (MEDCOS 87) has been 
received, and a copy is attached. You will see 
that General Wilson considers that the military 
reasons against the granting of these facilities 
far outweigh the possible humanitarian and 
propaganda value of allowing flour to go into Rome. 


Se The Chiefs of Staff support this view and 
consider that, on military grounds, we should not 
agree to the Vatican proposal. 


OUAS pas aie 


ee ae 


AeRe Dew, Esa., 
. Foreign Office, 
SeWele 


Lie 


ae Reference: C,0,8.(44) 113th Mtg it oo Suail 


THS COMMITTEE considered a telegram” from 
General Wilson in which he opposed the sugges 
or three italian ships should be acquired |] 
bring flour for the population of Rome. 

| 


' 


THE COMMITTEE: - 


(a) Concurred in the views expres 


General Wilson that it was 

on military grounds, to grant a safe 
conduct for the Shipment of food supplies 
to Rome ; 


(b) Ins tructed the Secretary to iaforin the 
Forelen OL©fice accordingly.t 


~ MEDCOS 87 
+ Annex 


—— Ne 
. By i, 

ab 

ce 
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10th April 1944 


signed: Wilson Cite: FHGCT / 
: eer ‘oe 
Tnis 1s MEDCOS 87 in reply to COSMED 83. R56 L / ied 


he Agree that Allies should not permit flour to be 
Shipped into Rome even in shins now at Genoa. Consider 
the possible humanitarian and propaganda value of allowing 
flour to go into Rome is far outweighed by the reasons » 


stated in subparagraphs two (a) (b) (ce) and (e) of 
COSMED 83, 


eh Giving safe conduct to these ve&sels would seriously 
hamper naval and air action against enemy shipping while 
vessels are at sea and might hamper air action against | 
Genoa, waile vessels are loading, and gia Civitavecchia 
or Fiumicino while vessels are in port. 


Sa Further it is opinion here that Germans are 
responsidle for feeding civilians of occupied Italy and 
pronosal arises through German endeavour to avoid his 
responsibility and thereby improve his comaunications 


Si T 130107. 
T O.0. JO1IBSD) 


Cincy lation 
Brig, Jasop 
Foreign secretary 
First Sea Lord 
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Apart from the questions of high - policy. connected 
with the possibility of Rome becoming an “open cit 


| yo 
which are under consideration, would AEB eine useful 


_St this stage to give Sir D. Osborne encouraging 
extracts from the telegrams within and in_R 5876/G in — 
reply to his telegram No. 183 in R 4763/G¢ ‘The atmos— 
phere in the Vatican City, with the combination of : 
Allied bombs on Rome and exaggerated Axis accounts of 
their effects,must be very depressing, and would account, 
for instance, for the fact that Sir D. Osborne fails to 
dr from the Story,reported in Holy See telegram No. 
180, that the Germans were warned in advance of the raid 
on their barracks, the obvious conclusion, given within, 
that the raid was a German plant. I submit a draft 


telegram which might,I hops give some encouragement to + 


(Action our beleaguered Legation. 
completed.) 
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The telegrams in this jacket and in particular th 
telegram in R 5876/G show the instructions on wh * 
Allied Air Forces in the Mediterranean act as regards 

_ the bombing of Italian cities. It certainly lo as 
though the damage caused in Rome on March 19th must 
have been caused deliberately by the Germans. 


I have slightly amended the draft telegram to 
Sir D. Osborne in which we shed, get the Air Ministry's 
concurrence before despatch. 


~- 


5 


| cOth April, 1944. 
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FORBIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 
2lst April 1944. 


We have seen copies of Air 
Ministry telegram AX107 of March 28th 
to He ‘es MeA.A.F. Algiers, of the 
——iatter’s reply J.C.S. 512 of April 
6th, as well as J.L. 269 of April 
Tth repeating M.A.A.!. Signal tes of 
February ZOth. 


We would like to send Sir Dd. 
Osborne a telegrain of which I enclose 
a draft. Will you please let me know | 
whether this is all right from the point 
of view of the Air Ministry, bearing 
in mind that Sir Db. Osborne's cyphers 
are non too secure? 


(SD) A.R. DEW 


Rel. SYKES LBs, 
Air Ministry. 


i ter 


tL 10, Bofoning Street, /€) 
Ks ibiteball. 
| Caan 


3 | PAth April, 1944. 
| 


ones"? mn ren 


My dear Lawford, 


You will remember that in his 
telegram No. 1835 of the 2lst March, 
Sir D'Arcy Osborne reported. civilian 
casualties due to the bombing of 
Rome on March 19th. 


The Prime Minister referred 

this telegram to the Chief of the 

. Air Staff who asked Air Marshal Slessor 
for a report which entirely disposes 

of the allegation that British aircraft 
attacked Rome on the day in question. 

In fact, no British bombers were over 
the city on that day. 


You may wish to pass this information 
on to Sir D'Arcy Osborne. 


Yours ever, 


LR tote th 


V.G.Lawford, Esa., 
Foreign Office. 


os 


FOREION OFFICE, 8.W.1., 
RB 6875/32/0. 6th April, 1944, 


“Thank you for your letter of 
April 24th about Sir D. Osborne's 
telegram No. 183 of March 2ist 


regarding the alleged bonibing of 
Rome on March i9th. 


We had already seen the | 
telegrams exchanged with Air Karshal 
Sléssor and in conjunction with the 
Air Ministry Grafted a telegram to 
Sir D., Osborne which has been 

despatched today. 


ous 4 


(SGD) V.G. LAWFORD. 


J-«R. Colville , ESGeo 
No. 10 Downing street, 
 Oe¥ele 3 
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WENG FOR 


_ WITH REFERENCE To MEDCOS 7 | 
ANX 1 OUS- TO PREVENT THE TIME OF: YOURSELF “AND ALA AGE, STAFF 
BEING WASTED IN INVESTIGATING ASSERTIONS BY THE POPE 
AND OTHER AUTHORITIES THAT AIR ATTACKS ON ROME DAUSE 
UNNECESS ARY CAMAGE TO ECCLESIASTICAL ANC CIVILIAN 
PROPERTY WITHOUT COING ANY HARM TO MILITARY OBJECTIVES. 
CONSTANT ALLEGATIONS ARE HOWEVER MADE THAT WE BOMB 
POPULATEC AREAS HOSPITALS ETC. REMOTE FROM MELITARY 
TARGETS AND THE CONCLUSION IS NATURALLY DRAWN THAT THE 
POLITICAL HARM RESULTING FROM THESE ATTACKS FAR OUTWEIGHS 
ANY MILITARY BENEFIT FROM THEM, | SHOULD THEREFORE 
LIKE TO KNOW DEFINITELY WHAT THE OPERATIONAL POLICY 
1S CONCERNING THE BOMBING OF ROME, 


2. WOULE YOU PLEASE LET ME KNOW THE FOLLOWING! = 

(A) ARE THERE ANY. TARGETS OF MILITARY VALUE IN ROME 
OTHER THAN THE RAILWAY CENTRES MARSHALLING YARDS AND 
OTHER RAILWAY TARGETS? COULC HAVE A LIST OF A 


WORTH WHILE TARGETS WITHIN THE CITY BOUNDARIES 


(3). |S THERE A REASONABLE CHANCE OF “HITTING THE TARGETS 
witHouT A LARGE SPREAC OF BOMBS ON CIVILIAN PROPERTY?. IS 
1T POSSIBLE TO USE PICKEL SQUAERONS AND ARE SPECIAL 
INSTRUCTIONS iN FORCE TO ENSURE THAT GREAT CARE {tS TAKEN 
1N ATMING ANC BOMBS NOT CROPPED UNLESS TARGET CAN 
BE CLEARLY SEEN. 


C) WHAT RAIDS ON TARGETS #N ROME HAVE BEEN CELIVERED 
BURING THE LAST MONTH ANC IN ANY OF THESE CIC THE BOMBS 
FALL WICE OF THE TARGET? 


*s : 


3 ON ONE PARTICULAR REPORT THE P.M. HAS ASKED FOR 

COMMENTS. OSBORNE at THE VATICAN REPORTS THAT EN AIRS 

RAIC ON KiARCH 19TH WHICH APPEARED TOBE DIRECTED AGAINST. 
BARRACKS some 409 CIVILIANS WERE KILLED ANC THE 
LINIGO HosPiTAL AGUOLNING THE BARRACKS HtTe 


des of this sheet should be used. 
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4¥CH WouLD ENABLE ME To 
: MINISTER. 
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AUTHIRITY 
ApCITINAL GAPY TOr= FOREIGN OFFICE 


VAR NING —Tthe. cypher-message must first be par ehrkad | fk it is necessary to > publish mt 
| its text or to communicate it to persons outside British i a sn 


Services and Departments. Messages marked One-Ti OT. P. ag 
are excepted from this rule. wig ‘gecsill 


9 Laer el SUMS TASC ae 
| eae IO 719Ch Rss 1 / f 
RECD. AMCS 0645350B HRs /PRIN| f 


__2 3 APR toqg 


Tos= 41R MINISTRY | JH IT EHALL CR) hihi ALGIERS y Ree. 
FRoME- HO Mia, Ee 

NERGENCY « | 

Jes512 6 APRIL. TOPSECRET 


FOR GiuwiS. FROM SEESSGR 


1. ~~ | AM SORRY FOR THE DELAY IN ANSWERING YOUR 
| 4X4107 bIARCH 28:°MOST DETAILEDO INVESTIGATIONS HAVE IN 
PARTICULAR BEEN NECESSARY ‘ON! YOUR PARA«3 RESULTING IN 
COMPLETE ABSENCE OF ANY EVIDENCE OF Manr oR GERMAN 
| BOMBERS HAVING BEEN OVER ROME THROUGHOUT MARCH 19 BUT a 
) ou 1S NO REASON TO ASSUME THAT 'Y!' SERVICE NECESSARILY 


WOULD PICK UP SMALL INCIDENT JF THIS KIND AND. [F OSBORNE'S 
DATE 1S CORRECT | THINK IT. MAY WELL BE GERMAN work, 


rage ANSWERS TO A, B, C OF YOUR PARA.w2 ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Bay | THERE ARE NOT AT PRESENT ANY WORTHWHILE TARGETS 
tN ROME AREA OTHER THAN MARSHALLING YARDS, 
POSSIBLE FUTURE TARGETS DEPENDING UPON CHANGE 
IN BATTLE SITUATION ARE AS SHOWN IN THE KEY TO 
PAu RAONS FACTORIES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES OF 


"GSGSL4380 SHEET 103); AND By TOWN PLAN OF ROME « 
| PRESENT TARGETS SHOULD BE HIT WITHOUT LARGE 
SPREAD OF BOMBS ON CIVILIAN PRIPERTY, ATTACKS 
ON POSSIBLE FUTURE TARGETS WOULD | NEVI TABLY 
CAUSE DAMAGE TO CIVILIAN PROPERTY. UNLESS IT 
S37 HAPPENS THAT ROME BECOMES’A BATTLE AREA WITH 
GROUND FIGHTING IN THE CITY.s, INSTRUCTIONS 
GIVEN IN [LladF .Stanat 386 WILL HOLD GOOD 

641 >* “ TIME oF ORIGIN 0606458 


(END OF ART ONE PART TWO FOLLOWS) 
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Se OF D.0.0PS. (2)(FoR CNS>) 
. (ACTION - 2 copies) $.6, 


M.oF DEFENCE. (14 copies) 
FOREIGN OFFICE 
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Note.—In the interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used. 


its ts text or to. cor ve a age it to persons puede British Govannnens 
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Tor= AIR MINISTRY WHITEHALL (R) MAAF ALGIERS. 


FROM ge. AQ ivi/asFe 
EME. GENCY= TOP | SECRET. 
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HEREWITH PART 2 :0F MY JCS512 6 APRIL. 


UNDER THESE INSTiUCTIONS WEP HAVE AND WILL USE 
ONLY SUCH UNITS AS HAVE ESTABLISHED A RECORD FOR AGCURACY 
AND WHO HAVE DEFINITE ORDERS THAT THEY ARE TO BOMB ONLY 
IN CLEAR VISIBILITY AND ON POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF 
TARGETS, AX4S OF ATTACK TO BE SUCH THAT SPILLAGE OF 
BOMBS SHOULD FALL. OULS Ft IE RESTRICTED AREAS. 


Part 2 JCS 512 C THE FOLLOWING ATTACKS WERE 
CARRIED OUT ON TARGETS tN ROME CURING MARCH? 
MARCH 3° LUITTORIA MY, Fi BLREINA Mi¥, OSTIENSE hiy, 
WARCH 7 OSTAENSE MY LITTORIO MY. vARCH 8 TIBURTINA 
MY LidRcH 10 TiBURTINA WiY LiTTORIO MY. MARCH 14° 
PRENISTIYA WY IN ALL THESE ATTACKS FEW BOMBS FELL WIDE 
OF THE TARGET} THOSE THAT DID FELL OUTSIDE THE ‘AREAS 
RESTRICTED. For BOMBING, ANC THE ATTACKS HAVE BEEN 
VERY ACCURATE AND. SUCCESSFUL. MESSAGE ENDS. 


Time oF ortctn 061055B. 


Copies To:- CeivsS. (PERSONAL) ACTION=2 COPIES, 
\; CaS SS 
rile. 


Recirc. ANS, 062: 50p APR. Iles AUTHY Cs A. $. 
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KING CHARLES STF 
AWHITEHALL, S.W.1. 
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2 APR 1944 


Dear Dew, 
Your letter R.5875/32/g of 21st April, 1944, and 
enclosed draft te D. Osborne about the bombing 

of targets in Rome. 


As agreed over the telephone yoysre going to make 
the following amendments ;- 


(a) Para. 1. Delete “there is equally.....may not be 
complete and" 


(bo) Para. 3. Delete all after “German propaganda" 


Our feeling is that if the signal did by any chance 
fall into German hands this amended version would be 
preferable. 


Yours sincerely, 


RL Lyac$. 
— 


AR. Dew, Esq., 
 FBPoreign Office, 
S.W. 2. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
G.L. MeD. | 


Desp Sed i som M. FG 


Sir D. Op¥orne, April, 1944. 


Telegram. Your telegram No. 183 fof 2lst March: 


/3) oA Air raids on Rome/ 


Report of raid on March 19th has been 
Srpee | 
closely investigated and there is no evidence 
eo al 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


—* ree A A waetsever that Allied bombers were over Rome 
on March 19th. (Last occasion. on which 

| a, t targets in Rome were bombed by Allied air 

| 3 a od g: 

: i at 5 “F forces Mra MYA was on March 14th. ) 


-Resmiy, Algiers. 


is considered that raid may well have been 


German work. Report that Germans left bar- 


racks just before raid of course points to 


Zz 
lu 
4) 
O 
- 
U) 
é. 
as 
- 
O 
¥ 


Same conclusion. 

2.e Allied Mediterranean Air Forces haWée 
definite orders that targets in Rome, and 
numerous other Italian cities containing 
artistic treasures, are to be bombed only in 


clear/ 


- elear visibility and on positive identification 


of targes&s. ‘Only units which have establish 
record for accuracy are used. = addition 
targets are to be approached in such a way 
that inaccurately aimed dombike may fall as 
— Sia Hieksitaan meq from eivifien property. 
Reports on raids on Rome during March show 
that few bombs fell wide of targets, that 
those that did fell mainly outside thickly 

3 populated areas, and that attacks were very 
accurate and successful. | 

3. You may make such use as you see fit of} 


above to counter German propaganda, and dele 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


/7 


se ele, ram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
ithor ised resipiont and not passed on] 


oF haw gdh of “this telegram must first be paraphrased if 
mment service or if retransmitted in a cypher system 
other than 0.T.P.] 


‘(( CYPHER] 


26th April, 192. D. 7.30 am, 27th April, 192 


Repeated to ba ay 9 No. 35551 
Hi esmin Med Ne, 875 


mvibe (High Cemmissioner) Ne, 69 


EELEEE. 
Your telegram Ne, 183 [ef 21st March: Air raids on Rene], 


Report of raid en Mareh 19th has been clesely investigated 
and there is ne evidence that Allied bembers were over Reme on 
March 19th, (Last eccasien on which targets in Reme were bembe: 
by Allied air forces | “March 1th), It is 
eunisharal that raid may well have been German werk. jRepert 
that Germans left barracks just befere raid of course peints te 
same cenclusien, 


2, Allied Mediterranean Air Ferces have definite orders 


that targets in Rome, and numerous other Italian cities 
cont artistic treasures, are to be bombed enly in clear 


visibility and on pesitive identification of targets. Only 
units which have established record for accuracy are used, In 
addition targets are to bé approached in such a way that 
et aimed bombs may fall as far away as possible frem 
civilisn erty. sports on raids on Rome devine March show 
that few bs fell wide of targets, that those that did fell 
mainly outside thickly pepulated areas, and that attacks were 
very accurate and successful, 


3. You may make such use as you see fit of above te 
counter German prop agenda, 


[Copies sent te Mr. Wiltshire]. 
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Registry | | 
Number BP 5978/124/e22. Situation in Rome. 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Berne telegram No. 1385 
| Mr.Norton(Berne). (R 5192/124/22). 
Reports hearing from M. Pilet-Golaz details 


NO. 1570 res = in Rome received from the Swiss Minister 
n Rome. 
Dated Ql Sth April:1944 


Recetwved i 
in Registry 1Ath April: 1944 
R: Italy. 
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My telegram Ne. 15865, 


M. Pilet~Gelez read te me te-de extract from letter 
from the Swiss Minister in Reme., C points were: 


1) General sense of iselatien. 


2) General view that Fascist Republican autherities 
had abandoned hepe ef ince ting Reme in their system. 


+ Prebability of an early further reduc tion in bread 


rprisi ed health situation: in particular 
ad fpthe igures were very low, Closure of 
ap eition of curfew, by restricting contacts, were 


no doubt contr butory factors. 


5) There was however 8 euthrwak of Mai te fever due to 

the ased yo A Bane of heese and medical 

oe ities “eet e ~ ve Erphold ¢ epidemic when hot 
yrour a. ather 


6) Foreign ust, had jant invited to ont the | 


new roa cons tructe Todt ation, by-passing Rome. 
Both. cane one-way, sout hwasd ‘trate io laatlon, by-pass to é East and 


nerthward traff ie'to the West, 


0 TP. 
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OFFICES OF 


13th April,’ THER 4 ti 


Au IBénut— 


Referring to your letter of llth April 
(Ro5695/12h/22), I hardly think that it will be 
necessary to bring this new proposal of 
Sir D'Arcy Osborne's ‘to the attention of the Chiefs 
of Staff. 


Among the arguments against his earlier 
suggestions, it is cléarly stated that the provision 
of food, which is the responsibility of the German 
High Command, would relieve the strain on enemy 
communications and is not therefore acceptable on 
military grounds. 


We understand,moreover, that the Prime 
Minis ter has endorsed this view. 


I hope you will agree, therefore, that 
the views which have alréady been expressed on 


Similar proposals may be t vide the answer 
in this case, which is that recommend 


taking on any of the respons ib me for feeding the 
population of Rome as long as it remains in German 


[nou 


GeL. McDermott, Esq., 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S Wel. 
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FROM OD ons Offic Transmits capy of communication from 0 
(Communicated). f he Commissioner, Ottawa No. 190 ante ffice 


No. e/th “arch enclosing extraris from Canadian House - 


Commons Debat 
SF Reus. @ of 25rd March, 1944 on the Bombing 


| | Debate on the Bombing of Rome in iia 
Registry \ R6055/12u/22. Commons. Ganadian House of 


Dated 15th Apre 1944. 


Received 


in Pitty l/7th Apr. 1944 
R: Italy. 
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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
EARNSCLIFFE, 


WITH The RAR IME ers OF 


: Li 
T THE UNDE  SECGR CIARY oon a 


Date. .27th.March, .194. FOBRLOOM NON AFFAIRS, 16 ee 


The High Co : rin Canada 
for His Majesty's Government in the Unjted Kingddifi-—... 
presents his compliments to Secretary @f,State for 
Dominion Affairs and has the honour tojtra amg OS 
the under-mentioned documents. é 


NO.190.. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


DESCRIPTION OF ENCLOSURES 


Extracts from Canadian House of 


Commons Debates of 23rd March, 1944. cord March, 1944 
on the Bombing of Rome 


& 


EXTRACTS FROM CANADIAN HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATES 
ory OF 23rd MARCH, 19h). 


BOMBING OF. ROME 


REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT POLICY 2 " 


On the orders of the day: 


Mr. FREDERIC DORION (Charlevoix-Saguenay): Considering 
the decision taken by our enemies to declare Rome an open 
city as reported to-day in a Canadian Press dispatch, does 
the government intend to give instructions to our forces in 
Italy to spare Rome from any attack on land or from the 
airs: 


Right Hon. W.L. MACKENZIE KING (Prime Minister): 
Mr. Speaker, my. hon. friend gave me notice of his question. 
Ap it is one which refers to 4 matter that is being 
commented on in the press, perhaps I might be permitted to 
answer it. | 


Some hon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh. 


Mr. MACKENZIE KING: What I am saying is that my 
hon. friend was kind enough to give me notice of the 
question, and inasmuch as the subject may become one of 
discussion it might be treated as a question which should 
be answered at the moment. 


I would direct the hon. member's attention to the fact 
that his question is based on what he states is a decision 
of our enemies. I do not know what credence can be 
attached to an announcement of any decision, by our 
enemies. I doubt the wisdom of making any statement based 
on such an announcement. I have no information whatever 
other than what has appeared in the press as to the alleged 
intention of the Germans to remove their military forces 
and installations from Rome. Whether that statement has 
been put out as an advertisement for our enemies or an 
evidence of their kindness of heart and deep religious 
feeling, I cannot say. I would say, however, that I do 
not think it is advisable at this time to make any 
statement whatever in reference to what they are alleged 
to have said. 


1944 


R 


ITALY 


Registry 
Number & 6057/124/22. 


_| . FROM 


Mr.Forbes, Lima 4 


of Rome. 
Refers to Lima telegram 55 (R 4206/124/22) . 


Reactions in Peru to the Allied E 


Encloses 1) copy of a card of invitation to a mass to 


pray for divine protection for the Pope.2) translation 
of the address given by the Nuncio, Dr «Victor Andres 
Belaunde, on llth March. 3) translation of the radio 
address given by Dr. Belaunde on 12th March. Gives 
details of this incident, the idea of which seems to 
have been started by Senora de Zuleta, Colombian 
| Ambassadress, who was supported by the Nuncio and 
Marquessa de Aycinena, Spanish Ambassadress. 

Copied Washington and Latin American posts. 


| 


I Lowe WVe. 66. 
Dated 2Oth March, 1944, 
Received 
in Registryl (th April,194 
Rs: Italy. 
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With reference to my telegram No.55 of 
March 15th, I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a card of invitation to a mass to 
pray for divine protection for the Pope, of which the 
following is a translation: 


"The profound preoccupation felt by all 
catholics in-face of the present very grave 
circumstances threatening our Holy Father  ° 
and the Seat of the Catholic Church, has 
inspired the Ladies of the Diplomatic 
Corps to offer a Mass, on Saturday the 11th 
instant, at 9.00 aems, which will be held by 
His wxcellency the Papal Wuncio, in his 
Oratory, to entreat divine protection for his 
Vicar, offering wp supplications for an early 
peace. ; 


This ecard serves as an invitation. 


Lima, 6th March, 1944." 


By The idea seems to have been started by 


the recently arrived Ambassadress of Colombia, Sefiora 

de Zuleta, who put it before the Nuncio. The 

WWuncio then approached the Soanish Ambassadress, la 
Marquesa de Aycinena, who was responsible for issuing 
the card of invitation, which, as you will observe is 

in the name of the "Ladies of the Diplomatic Corps", 
although neither my wife nor the wife of the Chargd 
d'Affaires of the United States had been asked for their 
agreement. 


Oe We felt that this breach of protocol could 
scarcely be allowed to pass unnoticed, and we there- 
fore brought it to the attention of the Director of 

the Protocol, who agreed with our viewe As a result, 
neither the wife of the President of the Republic nor 
the wives of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the 
Secretary-General, who had all been invited, attended 
the Mass. In view of this mark of official disapproval, 
the United States Chargé d'Affaires and I felt that we 
could properly omit to be represented. 


a. Whether this mass was an insidious piece 


of anti-United Nations propaganda is difficult to say. 
As you are aware, I have been frequently warmed that 
the Nuncio, despite his protestations of friendship, 
is not on our side, and I understand that the Marquesa 
de Aycinena is also hostile, although in this she is 


SUPPOSE e eee 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 


GTC. 


CTC. ¢ 


we we 


.Supposed to disagree with her husband, On the views 
of the Colombian Ambassadress I have no information. 


| 


LD Be 
5. The address given by the Nuncio, of which I also 
enclose a translation, does not secm open to serious 
objection, although a more fortunate wording might 
perhaps have been found for the paragraph which | 


reads 3 


"If the belligerents do not reach an agreement, 
as all the world hopes and demands, the city 
which is the capital of Christianity risks being 
converted into a pile of mins, And what is 
to be said of that which has already happened, 
the bombardment of the sacred, neutral and 
defenceless Vatican City ? A cowardly and 
sacriligious deed which I do not hesitate to 
classify as one of the most horrible crimes 
which has been committed since the deicide of 
Golgotha". 


6. Given the strongly catholic sentiment of the 
Peruvian upper classes and, more particularly of the 
three ladies concerned, the attitude of the 

Peruvian Government may, I think, be regarded as most 
satisfactory. 


T I also enclose translation of the radio 
address given by Dr. Victor Andres Belaunde. 


8. I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Representatives at Washington and 
Latin American posts. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


(o 


La honda preocupacidén que todos 
los catdlicos sienten ante las actuales 
gravisimas circunstancias que amenazan 
a nuestro Santo Padre y a la Sede de la 
Iglesia Catdlica, ha inspirado a las 
Sefioras del Cuerpo Diplomatico el ofrecer 
una Misa, el Sdbado once del corriente, a 
las 9 de la mafiana, que oficiard en su 
Oratorio el Excmo.e. Sefior Nuncio Apostdlico 


para impetrar ka Divina proteccidn a su 


Vicario, adhiriéndose a sus plegarias en 


favor de unn proxima paz. 


Lima, Marzo 6 de 1944, 


La presente esquela sirve 


de invitacion. 


TRANSLATION 
THE BTSRNAL DsyTINY OF ROMA. 


By Victor Andres Belaunde. 


Broadcast by Radio Central on Sunday, March 12, 194. 


We meet to-day, under the unhappiest circumstances 
for the Church, to celebrate the Vth. anniversary of Pius 
MII. The War is already knocking at the gates of Rome. The 
bombings have failed to respect the ancient Basilicas or 
even the very precincts of Vatican City. 5Still smoking are 
the ruins of Monte Cassino, suggesting the future awaiting 
the artistic and religious monuments raised by Catholicism. 


We can only celebrate thie glorious date with sorrow 
and pain. Our prayers rise to Heaven imbued with the sup-. 
reme anguish for the immediate future of the sovereign 
Pontiff and are dyed in the blood, sweat and tears that are 
to-day's legacy of a great portion of mankind. | 


But this situation of infinite bitterness ought to 
intensify the unity of Catholics. Our voice should rise 
still higher imploring respect for the sacred integrity of 
Roman territory, reminding the belligerents that the curse of 
history will fall implacably upon those responsible for the 
destruction of the works of art and religious monuments 
wherein human culture has been most beautifully and fruitfully 
embodied. 


| The egregious figure of Pius ali completes to-day 
five years of pontifical activity. The angelic pastor, 
according to the beautiful tradition hitherto confirmed by 
the phsycology and histroy of late Popes, has also been a 
Martyr Pontiff. This lustrum of Papal rule has been for him 
a period of intense anxiety, of continual unrest, and in- 
expressable suffering. The dove and olive branch on his 
coat-of-arms are the emblem of his character. But the crown 
or thorne could also symbolize the histepy of his Papal reign. 
The Papal tiara has a triple crown, and a crown has circled 
the brow of tugen Pacelli. A crown of anguish, a crown of 
sorrow and a crown of desolation; of anguish in the first 
year of his reign, when he powerlessly observed the proximity 
of warfare waged by forces unloosed in face of the abandonment 
of Christian moralifiy; a crown of sorrow when the conflict 
broke out and he saw fall Catholic Poland, faithful Belgium, 
converted Holland, and then the beloved daughter of the Church, — 
France} and a crown of desolation when Italy became a battle- 
field and Rome was menaced with imminent destruction. 


The danger hovering over the unique city, over the 
Holy City, over the eternal city, induces a few moments of 
meditation over her glorious history and her immortal destiny. 


Rome is the centre of human history; around her has 
revolved the life of culture. It is absurd to pliuce on the 
same plane, with the criterion of Spengler's unjust relativity, 
the forms of civilization preceding the Roman and the systems 
of culture that have subsequently flourished in differcnt parts 
of the planet. Mankind's wise intuition and the deep vision of 
the sages have discarded this artificial critérion, which 
abolishes all graduations of values in social life. 


' The human spirit produced its masterpieces of philo- 
sophy, Literature, art and political-juridical science in ko- 
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man territory. Wilkemann was right in regarding Kome as the 
incarnation of the whole of antiquity, not excluding Greece 


herself. 


When the Empire falls and Grecian-Latin civilization 
threatens to disappear, the designs of Providence prepare 
for Rome a new higher and more glorious destiny. The erst- 
wWnile mistress and sovereign of the world in things temporal 
shall be the cradle and centre of Christian civilization. 
In the Divine plan, the unity of the smpire was destined to 
precede and prepare the profoundest unification of the globe 
through the realm of faith and love. 


Klectance is not destructive of naturalness, rather 
kes it and perfects it, and so the religion of Jesus, 
taking possession of the ancient Capital of the Empire, 
was to take from the old civilization everything of eternal 
yalue or significance and give it beautiful new life in the 
varmth of Christian charity. From that admirable union of 
ancient culture and the gospel message, better said, from 
tuic fruitful assumption by Christianity of the true prin- 
ciples and lovely forms discovered by Greeks and Komans, has 
sorung Western Culture, the supreme culture, culture in the 
vocal sense of the word. Rome as its principal theatre, its 
ecntre of irradiation. Rome is therefore the vibrating en- 
carnation of ancient culture and Christian culture. To 
“ranesgress against Rome, to violate her sacred precints, to 
sstroy her - historical and artistic monuments is to transgress 


rm 
ee 


againgt, vVilolate and destroy the tangible expression of the 


i oe By 


nighest and noblest in the human spirit. 


Rome not only stands for the ever venerable past, in 
we sense that the ruins of Babylon and Nineveh, of Susa and 
<ersepolis, of Memphis and Thebes do. Rome is not alone the 
oresent with all the problems of modern existence’ that 
agitate her sister Capitals of Paris, London, Berlin, Vienna 
and Madrid. She implies something more than the industrial 
or intellecual development of the go-ahead cities of New York 
qnnd Chicago. Rome embodies a past that she is continuing and 
will continus, begause it is pregnant with eternal valuas; 
she lives through a present of not only material and political 
progress but of aesthetic and spiritual life. Finally, Rome 
stands for a future of no temporary apogee but of ethical 
siudards above space and time, by virtue of the conception of 
sxietence she has taught and will keep on teaching world with- 
cul end. Rome is thereby more than a past, more than the pre- 
sent, more than the future;* Rome is for us the evocation, -the 
symbol and the pereéption of eternity. 


Ye Go not invoke on behalf of the intangibility of 

merely the title of spiritual Capital of the world. We are 
that this point of view, unassailable for cven non-Catho- 

may perhaps be viewed with scanty sympathy py some of the 

that have seceded from Christianity, for whom Kome person- 


ia | 


the unity they broke up and, unhappily, fail to seek or 


Cur point-of-view is purely secular and, if you wish, 
ireeligious. HSuropean culture has arisen under the influence 
Rome; in the echaping of surope the essential and primordial 
has been Catholic Rome. On this day, when the liturgy 
eorates the festival of Saint Gregory the Yreat, how can we 
to recall that it was this Pontiff that sent to Great 


Britain the eiadion of Agustine and hie colleagues who car- 
ried civilization to that island. From Rome and with her 
blessing the Snglish monk Boniface set out to evangelize | 
Germany; and through the inspiration of Rome and her mandate 
Saint Cyril and Saint Method preached the gospel to the Slavo- 


nic peoples, 


ee By Rome and. under the protection of her Pontiffs 
the New Surope was created by the Benedictines, the Premon- 
statensians and the Trappists. To Rome repaired Francis and 
Dominic to establish the orders that spread charity and 
learning amonget the cities and boroughs. Rome gave her 
blessing to the undertakings of Spaniards and Portuguese that 
discovered fresh worlds and extended to them Christian civili- 
zation. 


The Renaissance as a cultural phenomenon arises in 
Florence, but only achieves ite deep world-wide meaning and 
definite influence in Rome, to the extreme that it can well be 
said that there is a pagan Rome, a medieval Rome and a 
Renaissance Rome. There can of course be no question of con- 
trasting the latter with Christian Rome, since they both | 
possess the same Catholic inspiration, the Gothic art, the 
classical art and the baroque art. UCatholicism has Lived 
side by side with all forms of beauty in admirable fruitful- 
ness and variety. From the aesthetic: viewpoint no city har- 
bourse more treasures than Rome; from the viewpoint of histori- 
cal philosophy no city incarnates like Rome the evolution of 
culture, and from that of religion Rome -is the centre and 
heart of the world. ivery aspect of pure thought, of art and 
of law and, above all, of the spiritual life, clamours to- 
day for the preservation of Rome, 


We cannot conceive Father Felix Restrepo, has very 
aptly said,how in the prosecution of a fight for Uhristian 
culture it is possible to destroy its cradle and font. 


We speak to the United Nations to whom we are joined 
by patriotic and personal ties And it is precisely owing 
to our adhesion to their cause ‘and our conviction that it is 
inepired in respect for the personality of statds whatever 
their size and power, in safeguard oF. the rights of the human 
person without distinction of race, caste or class, religious 
freedom taking first place therein, that we are confident that 
the said Nations will find a way of excluding Rome and its 
religious and aesthetic environments from war operations. 


It ie evident that an essential point of Germany's 
political propaganda is to make fall upon the Anglo-American 
forces the responsibility for the destruction of Rome. It is 
therefore plainly expedient for ingland and the United states 
to guide their Oper eee in such a way as to frustrate such 
manoeuvres. ‘The safest means thereto would be to propose the 
neutralization of "Baas regarding her not only ag an open city, 
but as the centre of a demilitarized region including in its 
boundarics the archeological and artistic treasures and an 
outlet to the sea facilitating the provisioning of the popu- 
lation. should Germany accept the proposal we should achieve 
the great purpose claimed by mankind and culture, and a pre-. 
cedent would be set up with a potential influence beneficent 
for the future development of events and for the prospects of 
a human and eguitable peace. Were Germany to reject the pro- 

osal, she would denounce to the world her intention of ob- 
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taining the destruetioh of Rome by forcing the United Nations | 
to wage in her outskirts one of the decisive battles of the 
war. But even in this contingency we must hope from the 
Christian spirit claimed by the United Nations the discovery 
of some strategical means of evading the German plan and 

. reducing tota minimum military operations in the neighbourhood 


| of Rome . 


: As to the problem of administration of the neutra-, _ 
lized or demilitarized zone, two solutions present themselves; 
the first, the most logical, natural and just, would be to 
hand over the administration of the zone'to the Pope. There 
exists no authority of greater impartiality of paternal | 
interest in the effectiveness of the neutralization. 


( Still, if anti-catholic prejudices object to this — 
solution, there remains the sétting up of a neutral commission 
composed of a representative of Switzerland ag chairman, a 
representative of Sweden and one of Portugal. <Switzerland is 
joined to Italy by ties of every kind$ oweden has observed 
in the present war an attitude of benevolent neutrality towards 
Germany; and Portugal one of benevolent neutrality towards 
Great Britain. 


The step we propose not only represents a wise 
policy, but also a measure imposed by. justice, culture and | 
humanity. The opinion of Catholics, of all Christians and all 
cultured people on the ecarth, should be expressed in a reti- 
tion for and in support of the intangibility of Rome. 


) -owever, in default of the above, in the event of our 
Suggestion being made and rejected, if military operations are 
continued in the pro®imity of the Holy City and shot and shell 
demolish the monuments erfYected in memory of our martyrs, the 
magnificent Churches built by so many illustrious Pontiffs, if 
bombs reduce to dust the Chapel of Fra-Angelico, the frescoes 
of Pinturiquio, Botichelli and Guirlandajo, the cloisters and 
salas of Raphael, the masterpieces of Michael Angelo, Bramante, 
Maderna and Berninini, yet the spirit of Christian Rome will 
not hereby disappear. If Pius XII is unable to work the 
miracle performed by Leo the Great and the wuternal City is 
again the scene of the Genseric period or the episodes of the 
rivalries of the Roman families or the barbarous onslaught of 
the troops of the Constable of Burgundy, we still have faith 
in the rebirth of Rome from her ashes, for she is the seat of 
the Church and against her the gates of Hell shall not prevail. 
Over the corpse of the fourth Rome, snatched from the Popes but 
able to preserve the treasures of Renaissance Rome and the | 
relies of Christian Rome, and the remains of classical Rome, 

a fifth Rome would arise more’ beautiful and greater in a world 
purified by the agony and expiation of the present war. 
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TRANSLATION. 


ELIGIOUS: CEREMONY IN APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURS. 
Mass imploring Divine Protection for His Holiness Pius X1l.. 


At nine o'clock yesterday morning a religious 
act was held in the Chapel of the Apostolic 
ifJunelature, organised by a group of ladies of the 
Diplomatic Corps to implore Divine protection for 
His Holiness Pius X1ll, in the present grave circumstances, 
and to join in the prayers of the Holy Father on behalf 
Or “pence... : 


Tne ceremony consisted of a Mass celebratéd by 
the Papal Nuncio, Monsignor Fernando Centc who, 
at the end of the sacred offices, pronounced the 
following allocution :- 


"T cannot fail to be deeply moved by this 
demonstration of the ladies of the Diplomatic 
Corpse It possesses, in effect, exceptional 
Slenificance and importance and the account 
already sent by me to the Holy See will Till 
with consolation the embittered heart of the 
Ho Ly Fo ther. 


Who ean describe the measure of that bittermess ? 


It is only comparable to that which would render 
the innermost feelings of a mother compelled to 
witness a mortal duel between her equally beloved 
SONS. 


What did His Holiness leave undone in order to 
avoid the outbreak of the conflict ? 


While in Rome in October 1939, when the spark had 
barely been kindled, I was reecived in farewell 

nudience prior to my return to Peru and, touching 

upon the sad’topic, "We have done the utmost”, 

snid the Pope with ineffable sadness, "everything within 
our power, to avoid war.” 


This will be told and recognised by history, 
blessing his memory for all ages. 


And, after the launching of men, like wild beasts, 
against cach other on the battlefield, what has 
the Vicar of Christ not done to placate the minds, 
to yecall principles of prudence and brotherhood, 
to humanise warfare, to repair or mitigate its 
dreadful consequences ? It is &:true poem of 
inexhaustible charity and spiritual grandeur that 


Pius  «<«% 


ay 


ok eae 


bie. X1lI, the Keeetic, is writing in this tragic era of 
apocalyptic terror. 


But it mast be admitted that never, perhaps, 
in the five years since he assumed the pontifical 

tiara, soon, in truth, converted into a crown of 
thorns, never, I repeat, has the Rope suffered as in 
these present days when the spectre of war is drawing 
closer to the Eternal City, doubly His for being the 
scene of his birth and for His being, as well as Popes 
Bishop of Rome. 


If the belligerents fail to reach an agreement, 
as the whole world desires and clamours for, the — 
Capital of Christianity threatens to become a heap of 
ruins. And what about what has already taken place, 
the bombing of the sacred Vatican City, neutral and 
unarmed ? A cowardly and sacriligious assault which 
I do not hesitate to qualify as one of the most 
dreadful crimes committed since the deicide on 
Golgctha. 


‘How bitter a cup has been reserved for the 
High Pontiff ? 


Now it is in these moments that you have 
elected to give eloquent proof of filial affection and 
unconditional obedience to the Supreme Head of the 
Church, and, you have done so in the most beautiful, 
wise and timely manner by offering Him Holy Mass and 
taking, those able to, Holy Communion. 


' Wever shall I forget this gesture, which I 
regard as one of the most gratifying received in my 
already long career from my colleagues. 


Thanks, noble ladies, thanks, your excellencies 
my colleagues. Thanks in my own name, thanks on behalf 
of my August sovereign, our Holy Father the Pope. 


When he ls apprised of all the details of 
this laudable initiative, I have little doubt that he 
will be deeply affected and will send you an affectionate 
and paternal blessing. I herewith give you my bless sings 
as His RO RTERERLELLVO » in the name of the Father, son 
and Holy Ghost." 


The above ceremony was attended by numerous 
elements of our diplomatic and social circles, many of 
whom received communion. The choir of the Sisters of 
paint Anne sang selected numbers of sacred music. 
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FTALY : 
| Regisiry a . Fombang of Rome-_ 23 of Rome | | 
Navuber 6064/124/22 (R sora/itaee). Office telegram No. 168 


Primgate of Brazil should be Archbishop of 


Bahiae Requests confirmation that t 
came from Bahia. at the message 


204 
Dated 15th Apr. 1944 


Received 


in Registry A7th Apr.1944 | 


R:Italy — 


Last P aper. | - : (M inutes.) 
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15th April 1944 
- R, 11.45 p.m. 15th April 1944 
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‘Your telegram No. 168. Y 


: Primate of Brazil sheuld be Archbishop of Bahia. 
you ¢ conti rn that “= message came from Bahia? APR 
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FROM RIO DE JANEIRO. TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Broadmead: 
No. 206. D. 550 pom, 17th April, 1944, 7 
17th April, 1944, R, 12.20 a.m. 18th April, 1944, (we 
I would be grateful for reply to my — No, 204 
if you can obtain it, , 
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8.50 pem. 18th April, 19h. 


18th April, 1Dide 

= 0000 
Your telegram No. 20). 
Yes, 


Hara y 

aS Ais : 

Ben 

Ry Date 18th A ril 9 

port Dp ® 


in: Regs Sth Apr il 
Pee 1944. 


: R: Italy. 
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Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Cate, Ti me’ han ed i 
Official instructions—if any. 
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FT 0B 246/ | aie Sy 6 FTE 
DLT MR WINSTON CHURCHILL PRIME MINISTER UN 


= RECALLING WITH ADMIRATION YOUR BRILLIANT 
LEADERSHIP IN THE SALVATION OF BRITAIN WE 
CATHOLICS OF THE DIOCESE OF . TOWNSYVHELLE 
EARNESTLY BEG OF YOU TO. USE YOUR IMMENSE 
INFLUENCE TO SAVE FROM DESTRUCTION THE 
CULTURAL AND CHRISTIAN MONUMENTS OF. ROME AND 
TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF VATICAN | 


| L&P{c). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
| MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 
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Via Imperial 
The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 


Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number 6f Words, Date, Time handed in and 
Official instructions—if any. 
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3 ~ Clerk's Time 
Name, Received. 


NEUTRALITY 
H — RYAN BISHOP. OF TOWNSVILLE -# 


L & P (c). ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY’S OFFICES. 
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| FTOBY26 /1 BROKENHILLNSW 47 5 FIL 
DLT” RIGHT HONOURABLE WINSTON CHURCHILL 


PRIME MINISTER, LN = | 
“WE CATHOLIC AUSTRALIANS OF DIOCESE OF 
WILCANNIA FORBES WISH PROTEST STRONGLY 
AGAINST BOMBINGS NEUTRAL VATICAN CITY 
TERRITORY ALSO AGAINST BOMBINGS OF ROME 
BY US WHO FIGHT FOR CHRISTHANITY WHILE 
WE SMASH CITY FROM WHICH. OUR CHRISTIANITY 
CAME «= BISHOP FOX & & 


ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY’S OFFICES. 
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MANY MEETINGS CATHOLICS CAIRNS QUEENSLAND 


PROTEST BOMBING ROME ENDANGERING’ POPES 


LIFE ASKING ALL BELLIGERENTS CEASE 
BATTLEGROUND OF ETERNAL CITY = 


BISHOP HEAVEY & 
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FTOB236/W GOULBURNNSW 34 19 


DLT THE RIGHT HON WINSTON CHURCHILL 

DOWNING ST LN = 
BISHOP PRIESTS AND PEOPLE OF CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE OF GOULBURN PROTEST ‘AGAINST 
PRESENT AND FUTURE BOMBINGS OF ROME 
WE ALL PRAY FOR YOU, = 


BISHOP 1 MCGUIRE & 


ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. 
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} (Previous Reference: C,.0.S. (41) 117th Meeting (0), Minute 5) 


THE COMMITTEE were informed that, on a minute to him stating » 
that the Ghiefs of Staff were opposed on military grounds to the 
granting of a safe-conduct to ships carrying food to Rome from 
North Italy, the Prime Minister had minuted "I am against it." Sai 


On a recent telegram™ from Sir a'arcy Osborne on the same 
question, the Prime Minister had minuted to the Foreign ‘seacate 
"No action without approval of C.0.S. es ES 


* THE COMMITTEE : - Ro b b f 


Took note of the above. 
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Rigivnlt \6195/ 124/22. Supply of Food for Rome from Northern Italy. 
Number : Refers to Holy See telegrams Nos.239 - 241 
of 8th April (R 5724/124/e2). Gives M.E.W. 
FROM Mr. Camps views on the scheme suggested and states that 
(Ministry of Economiq | American consent would also be required. Points 


out that from M.E.W. point of view there would 
ce be no objection to the shipment of limited 
Deted T 560/90 _. amount of food to the Neutral Vatican state. 
Received’ 4 APr-1944. Copied Mr. Marshall (Admiralty) Mr. Vale 
in Registry 19th Apr. (War Office) and Mr. Broadley (Air Ministry). 
1944. | 
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Rin, me \ av 
You asked ‘a our views on telegrams 


Noe 239 - 241 of April 8th from the Vatican 
to you about a Papal scheme for acquiring | 
16 little Italian ships to carry food from 
North Italy to Rome. We assume that the food 
is meant. to come from North Italy, though 

it seems just possible that the idea may be 


to. use Genoa as a transshipment for supplies 
from overseas. 


Evidently it would be impossible, 
in view of our policy towards allies of long 
standing, to allow food for the population 
of Rome to be sent from outside the blockade. 


If the food is really to come from 

North Italy, the position is a little different. 
We should still feel serious objections, because 
the probable effect would be to simplify the 
enemy's transport problems, and because the > 
precedent would be embarrassing if it inspired 
other proposals for humanitarian coastal. | 
traffic between enemy controlled ports in Burope. 


It/ 
Ae Re Dew, ESde 9 MeVeOQe, | 
Foreign Office, | 
SeWel. 


te to the scheme, and if the War. Office 
S that the advantages from its point 
of view would outweigh the probable easing of 
‘the strain on the enemy's communications round. 
and about Rome, and if the other Service 
authorities are prepared to arrange the necessary 
safe conducts, we should not press an objection 


provided that the following conditions were 
fulfilleds:-— 


{1) The food must come from Northern 
| Italy, and not from outside the blockade. 


(2) Any payments made by the Vatican for 
food or ships must be in lire and must 
not put foreign exchange into the pockets 


of the Germans or Fascists. 


(3) A representative approved by H.M. Minister 
to the Holy See must accompany every 
ship on every voyage, and be able to 
ensure that no unauthorised material is 
carried. | 


The nature of the goods to be carried 
must be approved by us, and we must be 
kept fully informed a what is being 
transported. 


The distribution of the godds must be 
supervised by Vatican representatives, 
who must be able to ensure that they 
are distributed only to civilians not 
engaged in work of military importance. 
We should expect to be informed ) 
immediately of any. irregularity through 
HeMe Minister to the. Holy. See. 


whee fh | | 
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American consent would be necessary , 
and we should be prepared to seek this if 
provided with the necessary material and 
approval of other Departments interested. 


I should add that there would be no 
particular difficulty, subject to American 
consent and to the control conditions already 
mentioned, in agreeing to a proposal to 
ship limited quantities of food (whether from 
North Italy or from abroad) to the population 
of the neutral Vatican State only. But as 
this population comprises only about 4,000 
people, one ship of 500 tons would be amply 
sufficient and would only have to make a 
voyage about every three months. It seems 
however that this is not what the Vatican 
authorities have in mind. 


I am sending copies of this letter 
to Marshall at the Admiralty, Vale at the 
War Office and Broadley at the Air Ministry. 
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Registry \") ae : | | : | 
Number i 6291/124/22. | Bombing ange of notes between 


2 FROM BeB.C. ; 


Monitoring B.B.C. Monitoring of German telegraph 
No. | service (to N.B.European) of 19th April, giving 
| text of De Valera'’s message to the German 
Dated +9 ¥O Apre1944. Government of ZOth March requesting that 
e0th Apr.1944.| Rome be spared, and text of the German 
Government's reply of 18th April. 
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5010. ALSO : , 
B11: = SPARING OF ROME :EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN EIRE AND BERLIN = | - 


GERMAN TELEGRAPH SERVICE © DNB EUROPEAN > 0115 19-4.44 


BERLIN ON 20 TH MARCH THE GOVERNMENT OF EIRE HAD B arate 
CONVEYED TO THE REICH GOVERNMENT FROM THE IRISH PRIMEPMINIS TER, 
DE. VALERA, ON THE QUESTION OF SPARING ROME. THIS re: 

THE IRISH PRIME MINISTER READS. AS FOLLOWS: : € 


§ 
= DE VALERA'S APPEAL: = f 


AS HEAD OF THE GOVERNMENT OF A COUNTRY THE GREAT YAR TY : 

OF WHOSE CITIZENS BELONG TO THE HOLY CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC’ ROMAN | 
CHURCH, 1 CONSIDER IT MY. DUTY TO GIVE EXPRESSION ON THEIR 
BEHALF TO ‘THE PROFOUND CONCERN WHICH THEY FEEL~ A CONCERN SHARED BY TB 
CXX THREE NUNDRED MILLION CATHOLICS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD - IN 
VIEW OF THE DANGER NOW THREATENING THE CITY OF ROME AND IN VIEW 
OF THE ABSENCE OF ANY MEASURES WHATSOEVER ON THE PART OF THE 
BELLIGERENTS TO SAFEGUARD THE CITY 'S SECURITY. IT 1S OBVIOUS 
THAT; IF THE CITY 1S MILITARILY DEFENDED BY THE ONE PARTY, 
AND MILITARILY ATTACKED BY THE OTHER, ITS DESTRUCTION IS 

INEVITABLE. THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS HOLY CITY WHICH HAS BEEN 

THE SEAT OF THE SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
FOR NEARLY 2,000 YEARS AND IN WHICH ARE SITUATED THE GREAT CENTRAL 

_ SANCTUARIES OF THE CATHOLIC RELIGION, THE GREAT SEMINARIES AND 

_ LIBRARIES OF THE GHRISTIAN FAITH, WOULD MEAN A GREAT DISASTER 
FOR MANKIND AND WOULD DEPRIVE IT FOR ALL TIME TO COME OF THE SUPREME 
MEMORIALS OF THEIR RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL INHERITANCE WHOSE ROOT. 
1S THE TEACHINGS OF. OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. MILLIONS OF 
CATHOLICS WOULD GLADLY GIVE THEIR LIVES TO SAVE THESE VALUES, 
SYMBOLS AS THEYARE OF THINGS ETERNAL WHICH ALONE CONSTI TUE THE 
MEANING OF HUMAN ‘LIFE. 


| | REQUESR THAT THE VOICE OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN ALL 
COUNTRIES BE HEARD, THE VOICE IMPLORING THE BELLIGERENT COUNTRIES 


TO FIND. BY MEANS OFSUITABLE MEDIATION, A WAYBTO SAVE ROME. 
LATER GENERATIONS WILL FORGET THE MILITARY CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH 


NOW MAKE THE OCCUPATION OR CAPTURE OF ROME APPEAR NECESSARY. 

IF; HOWEVER, THE CITY 1S DESTROYED, THE MEMORY OF ITS DESTRUCTION 

WILL ENDURE FOR EVER. SIMILARLY, IF, BY MEANS OF AN AGREEMENT, 

THE CITY WERE TO BE SPARED, FUTURE GENERATIONS WOULD REMEMBER 
-WITH LASTING GRATITUDE THE COUNTRIES AND THEIR LEADERS WHICH 

WILL HAVE SAVED THE GREAT CENTRE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND OF 

CIVILISATION FOR THE GREATER HONOUR OF MANKIND °' 


= THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT REPLY = 


THE REICH GOVERNMENT. THEREUPON REPLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF EIRE IN A VERBAL NOTE HANDED TO THE IRISH CHARGE D' AFFAIRES 
BY THE UNDER- SBCRETARY. AT THE GERMAN FOREIGN OFFICE ON 18TH 
APRIL. THE GERMAN REPLY READS AS FOLLOWS : 


| '" THE IRISH LEGATION HAS PASSED ON TO THE GERMAN FOREIGN 
-QFFICE A NOTE UNDER THE DATE OF 20TH MARCH OF THIS YEAR, 
CONTAINING THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE IN WHICH THE IRISH PRIME 
MINISTER, MR. DE VALERA, HAS VOICED VIS-A-VIS THE REICH 
GOVERNMENT HIS CONCERN AT THE DANGER OF DESTRUCTION MENACING 
THE CITY OB ROME. THIS CONCERN IS EXPLAINED IN THE MESSAGE 
AS BEING DUE TO THE FACT THAT. THE BELLIGERENT POWERS HAVE TAKEN 
NO MEASURES FOR THE SAFETY OF THE CITY AND THAT, IF THE CITY 
WERE TO BE MILITARILY DEFENDED BY THE OBE PARY, AND MILITARILY 
7 THE OTHER, ITS DESTRUCTION WOULD BE INEVITABLE. 
MF) . , ey 


Py SPARING OF ROME : EXCHANGE OF — 
EYRE AND BERLIN = 


3 « THE MESSAGE VOICED THE REQUEST THAT AN AGREEMENT BE MADE THROUGH S Si 
SUITABLE MEDIATION TO ENSURE THAT THE CITY OF ROME WOULD BE 
SPARED. - THE GERMAN FOREIGN OFFICE HAS THE HONOUR TO REPLY 
TO THE eae LEGATI ON AS FOLLOWS: 


= .ROME ‘ALLEGEDLY DEMILITARISED = 


ALTHOUGH THE MESSAGE FROM HIS EXBELLENCY THE PRIME 
MINISTER 1S BASED ON THE ASSERTION THAT NO MEASURES FOR THE 
SAFETY OF THE CITY OF ROME HAD BEEN TAKEN ON THE PART OF THE 
BELLIGERENT POWERS, THIS DOES NOT CONFORM TO THE FACTS IN ANY 
WAY, SO FAR AS GERMANY 1S CONCERNED. |THE REICH GOVERNMENT, 
INDEED, HAS LONG AGO PUT INTO PRACTICE ITS URGENT DESIRE ; 
TO PRESERVE FOR THE CIVILISED WORLD THE IRREPLACEABLE MONUMENTS 
AND WORKS OF ART OF THE OPEN CITY OF ROME BY MEANS OF EXTENSIVE 
MEASURES WHICH HAVE LED TO THE COMPLETE DE- MILITARISATION OF 
THE CITY OF ROME AND WHINH HAVE DEPRIVED THE BRITISH AND U.S. 
SUPREME COMMAND OF EVERY PRETEXT FOR ARBITRARILY DESTROYING 
HOMES AND CHURCHES, ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENTS AND HOSPITALS, AND 
KILLING HUNDREDS OF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND AGED PEOPLE. THE 
MEASURES WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY GERMANY IN THIS RESPECT ARE, 

IN DETAIL, THE FOLLOWING : 


+ =©6©THE C-IN-C OF THE COMPETENT GERMAN ARMY LONG AGO PROHIBITED 
' JHE STATIONING IN THE TOWN OF TROOP UNITS, SERVICE AND SUPPLY 
INSTALLATIONS OF THE GERMAN ARMED FORCES. EXCEPTED FROM THIS 
ARE ONLY PERMANENT MILITARY HOSPITALS OCCUPIED BY WOUNDED SOLDIERS 
AND PRISONERS-OF- WAR, AS WELL AS SMAL L FORCES OF THE GERMAN : 
CONSTABULARY EMPLOYED IN SUPPORT OF THE ITALIAN POLICE ORGANS. 


2) THE RAILWAY NETWORK OF THE URBAN DISTRICT OF ROM, 

INCLUDING ALL. RAILWAY STATIONS, HAS FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME SERVED 
EXCLUSIVELY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION, IN 
PARTICULAR FOOD SUPPLIES. IT 1S NOT BEING USED BY GERMAN SERVICE 
AUTHORITIES OF THE ARMED FORCES. REINFORCEMENT AND SUPPLY TRAFFIC 
FOR THE GERMAN FRONTS, AS WELL AS quekes eae ARE NOT DIRECTED 
THROUGH THE CITY OF ROME. 


>) . ALL MEMBERS OF THE GERMAN ARMED FORCES ARE ON PRINCIPAL 
ROHIBITED FROM ENTERING THE CITY OF ROME. ONLY INDIVIDUAL 


PERSONS WHO HAVE TO DEAL WITH ITALIAN AUTHORITIES IN ROME 
PROPER -AND WHO WORK EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE WELL BEING AND THE SAFETY 


OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE CITY, MAY, BY WAY OF EXCEPTION, 
ENTER THE CITY ON A PASS ISSUED BY A SENIOR GERMAN COMMAND | 


AUTHORITY. 


ae THESE GERMAN MEASURES WERE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED BY THE 
GERMAN HIGH COMMAND IN ITALY WEEKS AGO AND HAVE ALSO BEEN BROUGHT 
TO THE NOTICE OF. THE VATICAN THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 


: THE FOLLOWING MAY THEREFORE BE STATED : THE CITYOF ROME 
IS NOT BEING MILITARILY DEFENDED. THERE ARE NO MILITARY : 
OBJECTIVES WITHIN [8S AREA. |F BRITISH AND U.S. BOMBERS ATTACK 
THE CITY OF ROME AS THEY HAVE DONE HITHERTO, THIS ACTION IS 
DEVOID OF ALL MILITARY REASON ASVONLY CIVILIANOBJECTIVES CAN 
‘BE HIT IN ROME. 
_C MF) 
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a CONTINUING B11: SPARING OF ROME : EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN EIRE 
@ AND BERLIN = 


PAGE 3 


= RESPONSIBILITY LIES WITH BRITAIN AND U.S.A = 


AS FAR _AS_ ERMANY IS CONCERNED, THE ANXIETY OF HIS EXCELLENCY 
RR THE PRIME MINISTER OF EIRE IS DEVOID OF ANY FOUNDATION. 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ‘DESTRUCTION OF THE ETERNAL CITY LIES 
EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE BRITISH AND U.S. SUPREME COMMANDS. THE 


REICH GOVERNMENT WHO, AS MENTIONED ABOVE, HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
CONCERNED TO SPARE THE CITY OF ROME AND iTS POPULATION THE 
SUFFERINGS OF BOMB WARFARE AND. TO SAVE ITS UNIQUE WORKS OF ART, 
MUST THEREFORE LEAVE IT TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRIME MINISTER 

OF EIRE TO APPROACH THE BRITISH AND U.S. GOVERNMENTS, TO DRAW 
THEIR ATTENTION ONCE MORE TO THE DE- MILITARISATION OF ROSE, 
WHICH 1S ANYWAY WELL KNOWN TO THEM, AND-TO INDUCE THEM, BY 
DISCONTINUING THEIR’SENSELESS ATTACKS, TO CONTRIBUTE THEIR SHARE — 
TOWARDS PRESERVING FOR THE CIVILISED WORLD THE CITY OF ROME. 
SHOULD THE ATTITUDE OF GERMANY'S ENEMIES VIS-- - VIS THE CITY : 
OF ROME REMA! UNALTERED, THEY ALONE WOULD BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY 
IF THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND WERE TO FIND ITSELF COMPELLED, SOONER 
OR LATER, TO ReETSe ITS POINT OF VIEW FOR MILITARY REASONS. 


= SUBJECT ALSO. DISCUSSED BETWEEN VATICAN 
AND GERMAN AMBASSADOR = 


| THE. QUESTION OF SPARING ROME HAS LATELY ALSO BEEN THE 
_ ‘SUBJECT OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR TO THE , 

HOLY SEE AND THE VATICAN. ON THIS OCCASION THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR 
INFORMED THE &K CURIA ABOUT THE MEASURES TAKEN BY GERMANY FOR THE 
SPARING OF ROME, IN THE SAME SENSE AS IT HAS NOW INFORMED THE 
GOVERNMENT OF EIRE. HE ALSO MADE IT CLEAR TO THE VATICAN THAT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE DESTRUCTION CAUSED, AND YET TO BE 
CAUSED, IN ROME RESTS WITH THE AMERICANS OR THE BRITISHM. 
C BBC tes Sate 
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TELEGRAM FROM _. Gives text of President Roosevelt's reply to 
cOfimunication from Mr. De Valera (received in 


Washington through Irish Minister on 3rd April) 
regarding the preservation of Romee 
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D. 9.27 asm. 20th April 1944 


IIIII 


___ State Department published esterday following text of 
Pre sident’ s reply te ovmmunication fron De Valera 
reeelived ion oF tone Irish Minister here on April Sra regarding 
preservatien @ 


[Begins] 

er have received threugh yeur Minister ur recent 
Gemmunicatien cencerning danger which new threatens oi ty ef 
Reme. I share your cencern fer preservation ef that 
ancient monument ef eur commen civilisatien and faith. It 
is well knewn that American military autherities in Italy 

emmitted to policy of avoiding damage to religious 

shrine gags Merete to yim maniy possible 
in modern warfare. This iy eer es to City of Rome as well 
as to other re tinant't of United Nations 
are engaged We have tried scrupulously, 
often at considerable sabri fine, to spare religious and 
cultural monuments and we shall continue to do so. However 
in addressing an appeal to Government of United States to 
preserve Rome from destruction you ve of course aware that 

emmans occupying Italian capital by ferce are gs, Bed 
limit of its capacities cenmuniontion network and other 
facilities ef Reme te further purely German nili 
eperation. If German sarees were not entrenched in Reme no 
question weuld arise con City’s preservation. I 
nete that yeu have sent ar cemmunicatien te German 
Gevernment. The fate oF Rene rests in that querter. [Ends] 
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Food for Rome. 


Refers to Si AVexénder Cadogan's letter of the 
15th April (R (283 Moran ). The Chiefs of Stafr | 
agree that a joint reply should be sent to the Vatican 
| but should be based more on military grounds. 

|; Attaches a copy of revised draft telegram as 

approved by Chiefs of Staff for Foreign Office 
concurrence before it is despatched. 
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Please see letter from Group-Captain Harle 
to Sir A. Cadogan. 


I have ascertained from Group-Captain Larle 
that the reason why the Chiefs of Staff consider | 
that the objections to the Pope's proposal should 
be developed more on military grounds than was 


suggested in our original oles TOS. to the 
Admiralty, who consider the is more 


likely to be acceptable to the United States Chiefs 
of Staff if it is based on military grounds. 


I have discussed the revised draft with Sir 
O. Sargent and submit a letter from him to Group- 


Captain harle, 


® . 


20th April, 1944. 


The Chiefs of Staff today considered your letter 
R5724/121/22 dated 15th April in which you suggest that 
a joint Anglo-American reply should be sent to the latest 


Vatican proposals for the provision of relief supplies 
of food to Rome. 


While they agree that a joint reply should be sent, 
the Chiefs of Staff consider that it should be based more 
on military grounds than the suggested draft attached to 
your letter. They also suggeste@® a rewording of 
paragraph 2 of your draft to make it clear that we favour 
the issue of a statement regarding the Vatican proposal 
and the reply to it. 


I attach a copy of the revised draft telegram,as 
approved by the Chiefs of Staff, for your concurrence 


before it is despatched. | 


Feet Caneeeety, 
Ah bach 
es 

The Hon. Sir Alexander Cadogan, 


GG. Me Gig BUSS. 5 
Foreign Office. 


Draft Te legram 


Reference COSMED 83 and MEDCOS 87. 


Please see also Sir De Osborne's telegrems Nos. 
239, 20, 2441 and 247 which have bcen repeated by Poreign 
Office to His Majesty" Ss SEaBEY Washington. 


As Vatican proposal has bcen made to Unitcd States 
Government as well as His Majesty's Governmerit it is desirable 
that agreed Anglo-American reply should be cor: "eycde 
We suggest :uply should be on the following lines:- 


"we appreciate and sympathise with the desire of 
the Pope to alleviate so far as possible Yood 
situation in Rome. To ensure the safety of these 
food ships whilst on outward and return passages 
between Genoa and Rome and to respect free zones at 
the terminal ports would place severe restrictions 
on the Allied operations in an area of tke mcost vital 
tmportance, [t is for this very reason that Allied 
Military Authorities have felt bound to prohibit 
TeR»CeC. Ships from proceeding to Genoa with supplies 
urgently needed for Allied Prisoners of War. 


2o The British and United States Goverrmments consider 
, that the responsibility for supplying the population 
of Rome with food rests with the so-callcd Fascist 
Republican Authorities or their German masters, who 
are Clearly failing to carry out their obligations 
in this respect and thereby relieving themselves of 
an insgonvenienmt strain on their communications and the 
consequent hampering of their own operations. 


30 Recognising that the Pope's proposal for 
ministering to the needs of the populaticn of Rome is 
inspired by the highest humanitarian mot: ‘es, His 
Majesty's Government and the United Statcs Gcvernment 
nevertheless regret that they are unable to accept 
the embarrassment to their operations wh: ch it 

wour.d impose", ~ 


2 _ Foreign Office suggest it would be adviseble to 
ittblish statement describing Vatican proposal and reply 
returned to it so that responsibility may be -aid at German 
doors Please obtain approval of the U.S. autrorities. 


i? 


tp Sw Pf wri, 1944, 
Db 2 
Please refer to your letter C.0.5S. 
Group-Captain 5693/4 of April 18th to Cadogan about the 
arle, : UN IM | 
WV¥.CaO of supplies of food for Rome. 
We wawAe agree with the wording 
(from Sir O. of the revised draft telegram subject 
Sargent) 


to the following amendments, which we 


hope the Chiefs of Staff will accent: 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


(1) The insertion of the word 
"however" between "would" and "place" 
in the second sentence of paragraph 1. 

(2) The insertion of the word 
"moreover" at the beginning of 
paragaph @é. 

(3) We suggest that paragraph 3 


should read: "While recognising that 
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the Pope's proposal for ministering to 
the needs of the population of Rome 

is inspired by the highest 
humanitarian motives, H.M.G. and the 
U.S.G nevertheless regret that they 
are unable: to accept the proposal in 
view of the embarrassment. which it 


woul d/ 


would cause to their operations and of the 
relief to German obligations and 


responsibility which it would entail." 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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We agree with the wording of the revised draft | 
telegram subject to the following amendments, which re 
we hope the Chiefs of Staff will accept: | PEN } 


(3) fhe insertion of the word ‘eeastent between 
"woul ona “shase® in the second sentence of para 


(2) The insertion of the word “moreover” atthe 
beginning of paragraph 2. 


(3) We et that paragraph 3 should read: 
“while recogni BE thet the Pepe's proved: fer 


is inspired by the highest t 
Majesty's Government and eure 


t cept 
proposal in view of the Ps. Pred which it would | 
cause to their operations and of the relief to German 
obligations and regponsibility which it would omsay -* 
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16TH APRIL, 1944 


WAR CABINET 
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 


_ 


= 


FOOD SUPPLIES FOR _ROME 


Copy of a letter (R.5724/124/22) dated 15th April, 1944 from 
the Foreign Office to the Secretary» Chiefs of Staff Committee 


x x Xx 


Please refer to your undated letter”C.0.8. 557/4, in which 
you wrote to say that the Chiefs of Staff support the view expressed 
by General Wilson in MEDCOS 87 about the Vatican plan mentioned 
in Sir D'Arcy Osborne's telegram No, 230 of the 4th April. The 
Chiefs of Staff will no doubt consider that the same objections 
apply to the elaboration of this Vatican plan outlined in 
Sir Dtarcy Osborne's telegrams Nos, 239, 240 and 241 of the 
Sth April and 247 of the llth Aprils 


Ze As the Vatican proposal is addressed both to His Majesty's 
Government and to the United States Government we feel that any 
peply to the Vatican proposal should be a combined Anglo-American 
oné. In order to obtain American approval we suppose that the 
question will have to go before the Combined Chiefs of Staff. 

We would therefore bike to suggest that a telegram on the lines of 
the attached draft’ should be sent to the Joint Staff Mission. 


S. We are consulting Ministry of Economic Warfare about a 
possible request by the Vatican to import food for the Vatican City 
Only but need not deal with that point now more especially as the 
Vatican will probably not wish to import food for its own purposes 
under the eyes of the hungry Romans. 


46 The draft telegram does not refer to the further Vatican 
proposal set out in Sir D'Arcy Osborne’s telegram No. 236 about 


which McDermott wrote to you on the llth April as that is an issue 
which we can take up separately. 


Se We hac thought of including in the proposed reply to the 

Pope, Suggested in the enclosed draft telegram a passage to the 

effect that the problem of Rome was essentially the same as that which 
bad faced His Majesty's Government and the United States Government 

in respect of the occupied countries of Europe but that, as was 
known, we had not felt able to relax our poltey and would not feel 


x Annex to C.0.S. (44) 117th Meeting (0) 
g Annex 


sin’) ian 


- justified in making an exception in the case of Rome. Qn 
reflection, however, we think that such a passage might invite 
comparisons between Rome and Greece and involve us in sterile and 


unwelcome argumente. . 


6. A final point arises about the acquisition by the Vatican 
of Italian ships. Our general policy has been not to recognise 
the transfer of enemy ships to neutral flags though we have 
made exceptions notably in the case of Italian ships in the 
Irish Free State. But if we turn down the proposal for 
bringing food to Rome by sea we do not imagine that the Vatican 
will proceed to acquire the ships. If they do, the use of the 
ships will be denied to the Germans but the question will then 
arise whether we should recognise the transfer. This is a 
point which we can take up with Osborne when we finally send 
him a reply on the main question. 


Xx x x 


(Signed) ALEXANDER CADOGAN 


— 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
SeWele 
16TH APRIL, 1944. 
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ANNEX 


Draft Telegram to Joint Staff Mission from 
Chiefs of Staff 


COSMED 83 and M:DCOS 87. 


Please see also Sir D. Osborne's telegrams Nos. 239, 240, 
241 and 247 which have been repeated by Forcign Office to 
His Majesty's Embassy, Washington. © 


As Vatican proposal has been made to United States Government 
as well as His Majesty's Government it is desirable that agreed 
Anglo-American reply should be conveyed. We suggest reply should 
be on the following lines; "We appreciate and sympathise with 
desire of Pope to alleviate so far as possible food situation in 
Rome. The responsibility, however, for supplying the population 
of Rome with food rests not with the Pope but with the so-called 
Fascist Republican authorities or their German masters, who are 
clearly failing to carry out their obligations in this respect. 
In these circumstances His Majesty's Government anc the United - 
States Government cannot agree that it should devolve on the 
Pope to relieve the Fascist Republican authorities and the 
Germans of a task which should rightly fall on them, more 
especially as such a devolution of responsibility would clearly 
work to the military disadvantage of the Allies by greatly 


» 
wD a 


FS 


relieving the strain on enemy communications and 

hampering their own operations. Recognising that the 
Pope's proposal for ministering to the needs of the 
population of Rome is inspired by the highest humanitarian 
motives, His Majesty's Government and the United States 
Government nevertheless regret that they cannot, for the 
reasons explained, accede to it," 


we Grateful to isarn whether in the opinion of the 
United States authorities it would be advisable to 
publish statement describing Vatican proposal anc reply 
returned to it so that responsibility may be laid at 
German door. 
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_ CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 


G.0,8;, (us) INT th Meeting (0) _ Item nee 


held Sug 1g Clad 


An extract from the above minutes 


is attached, 


(Signed) L.C, HOLLIS. 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
Pe 


Trane 194. 
| 


sisi 
he FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME. | - > 


CoOeSe (ly) Th. 
(Previous Reference: C.0.S.(4) 120th Mtc.(0), Min,3). 


THE COMMITTEE had before thom a ccpy of a letter 
from the Foreign Office pointing out that the Vatican 
proposals for the provision of food for Rome had been 
addressed both to HeMe Government and to the U.S. Government, 
and suggesting that the reply should therefore be a 
conbined AngloeAmerican one. <A draft telegram to the Joint 
Staff Mission was attached for consideration by the Chiefs 
of Staff. 


There was general agreement that the reasons for 
refusing to accede to the previous proposals to allow food 
to reach Rome still held goods: on the other hand, the 
draft telegram attached to the Foreism Office letter had 

not sufficiently stressed the military arguments upon which 
that refusal had been basede . 


REAR ADMIRAL SERVAES circulated a re-draft of 
the proposed reply to the Vatican, which, subject to one 
small drafting amendment, was agreed. 


AIR VICE MARSHAL COLYER suggested that a 
more positive line should be taken with regard to 
paragraph 2 of the draft telegran. This also was 
agreede 


THE COMMITTEE := 


Instructed the Secretary to reply’ to 
the Foreign Office in the light of the 
discussion, and, subject to their 
approval of the reedraft of the proposed reply 
to the Vatican, to arrange for the 
telegram to be despatched to the Join 
Staff Mission. | 
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WAR CABINET 
JOINT PLANNING STAFF 


DECLARAVION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY AND BOMBING 


POLICY IN ITALY 


Report by the Joint Planning Staff 


— 


As instructed*, we have, in consultation with t 
Joint Intellisence Sub-Committee, examined a letter”from the 
Foreien Office, which raises questions of the advisability 
of declaring Rome an open city, and also of the military 
importance and value of the present bombing policy in Italy 
as compared with the volitical and moral effects. . We 
have also taken into consideration a telegram*from the 
Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean. 


ee We attach a draft reply to the Foreign Office at 
Annex I and a detailed Joint Intelliscence Sub= Comnittesc 
examination of the problems fromthe enemy 's point of view 
at Annex II“ together with a mapindicatines the rail and 
road communications of Central Italy. 


(Sirncad) G. GRANTHAM 
C.5. SUG EN 
o . L . are OON 
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Offices of the War Cabinet, 
S.Wet, 


OTH APRIL, 19). 


Draft Reply to Foreign Office . 


1j On the advisability of declaring Rome an oes city, 
our views are as followséi — 


The loss by the Germans of road facilities through 
Rome for military traffic would not decisively impede the 
maintenance of their positions either at Anzio or on the 
Cassino fronte 


If the Germans were to dispense with th railway 
‘communications through Rome and the marshalling yards there, 
this would cause serious, though possibly not decisive, 
interference with their operations in the South. The denial 
of these rail communications would increase the present strain 
on their motor transport by necessitating road transport from 
railheads North of Rome either up to the front or to railways 
South of Rome and the lateral line through Tivoli.e The denial 
of marshalling yards would cause serious — to the 
distribution of rolling stock. 


,se We do not telieve that, in these circumstances, the 

~Germans would respect any agreement declaring Rome an open 
citys They would not hesitate, in emergency, to make full 
use of the communications through Romés 


Je There is insufficient evidence to enable us to assess 
exactly the extent to which the Germans have, in fact, 
demilitarised Rome. It seems probable, however, that some 
security troops and possibly some administrative personnel 
remain in the city. It is, however, clear that the Germans 
have as a matter of policy been making much less use of Rome 
for military purposes than formerly and that their troops have 
/in general been excluded from the -city. 


Ae It is relevant to mention that the enemy has not the 
means to defend Rome or its environs adequately against 
Allied air attack, and he is. therefore likely to use all the 
methods he. can to persuade us to diminish the scale and area. 
of application of our attack. 4 
5e If the Germans decided or were forced to withdraw north 
of Rome, although the main pursuit might not be through the 
centre of the City, it would be quite unacceptable to have 
an: "out of bounds" area in the centre of the axis of our 
advanceée , ; 


Se Once north of Rome, we should need to use all the through 

roads available until the railway could be put in working 

order. To maintain the momentum*of our advance, particularly 

in view of the shortage of road transport units, it is 

essential to use the main rail communications through Rome 
and railway repair facilities at the earliest moment. 


Te we should also require to use the Bignal com:nunications 
network. 


Be Our air superiority would enable us to provide adequate 
defence against the small scale of air attack which the Germans 
could develop against the city. 


Ye No Allied bombing is at present permitted other than 
against the railwayvyards. If, however, the enemy makes 
increased use of Rome, we retain the right to extend our 
bombing to other targets in the interests of operations. 
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10. We consider, therefore, that if Rome were declared an 
open city, the Germans would only respect the declaration, if 
at all, so long as their operations were not prejudiced. On 
the other hand, even if they did respect it, such a 
declaration would very seriously restrict the ability of the 
Allied forces to follow up rapidly a German withdrawal North 
of Romese Moreover, when we are fighting North of Rome, the 
communications through the city will be essential to us. 

The enemy must fully recognize how much we should thus be 
hampered. | | 


lle There can, therefore, be no question of declaring Rome 
an open city. 


1l2e As regards the general Allied bombing policy in Italy, 
experience in the past has shown that maintenance require- 
ments are so small in relation to the total capacity of the 
railways available, that cessation of attacks on railway 
routes enable the enemy fairly quickly to make good the 
supply position which has been interrupted. 


13e Allied air attacks in recent weeks have had considerable 
success in cutting the enemy's rail communications in Italy, 
particularly on the through lines from Northern Italy to 
Rome, all of which were recently cut on the level Fano- 
Arezzo~Poggibonsi-Cecina. There is evidence that this is 
Causing the Germans great inconvenience at the moment and 

it must be imposing a considerable strain on their . 
inadequate M.T. resources. 


14e We understand that the German armies south of Rome 
have reserve supplies sufficient for only some three weeks, 
and it is important that every advantage be taken of the 
improving weather to increase attacks on communications to 
ensure that these reserves are decreased as much as 
possible before the next Allied offensive is launched. 


15. Although these air attacks on our communications, userul 
ag they are, have not hitherto decisively affected the ability 
of the enemy <o gustain intensive fighting, there will be 
occasions when such air attacks will be of critical tactical 
importance to our operationse. It is therefore essential to 
reserve our right to bomb whatever objectives the tactical 
Situation demands. 


16. We cannot, in any circumstances, forego the effective 
results which we are already obtaining from strategic 
bombing or the right to continue such attacks as will most 
effectively help our forthcoming offensive. Our attacks 
are already limited to the precision bombing of carefully 
selected targets. 


ANNEX II 
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DECLARATION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY AND BOMBING 
POLICY IN ITALY ais sas 


Report by the Joint Intelligence Sub-Committee 


In a letter from the Foreign Office dated 4th April, 1944 


to the Secretary of the Chiefs of Staff Committee* the issue is 
raised of the possible demilitarisation of Rome. In this 
connection we have assessed (i) the present military value to 
the Germans of Rome, (ii) the extent to which the enemy has in 
fact demilitarised the city, and (iii) the effect on the Germans 
of the present bombing attacks on transportation targets in. 
Italy and the results these attacks are likely to achieve during 
the next month. 


Oe An agreement for the demilitarisation of Rome would have 
to include a precise definition of the area eovered by the 
Agreemente The present boundaries of the City of Rome appear 
to include the San Lorenzo, Toscolana Trenestina and Ostiense 
marshalling yards, but not the Littordo. 


(i) Military value to the Germans of Rome 


Oe ‘Rome is about 75 miles from the Cassino Front and about 
40 miles from the Anzio bridgehead. 


4» The capacity of the railways passing through Rome 
represents approximately 80% of the total North and South 
railway capacity serving Southern Italy. Rome includes within 
its boundaries subject to the definition above, four marshalling 
yards, the biggest of which is San Lorenzo. In addition the 
Littorio yard lies immediately North of the sity. Purely on 
capacity the railways down the East Coast and centre of Italy 
would be sufficient for the maintenance of une present German 
forces on both fronts. 


Oe In view of the proximity of Rome to the German fronts 
South of it, the value of the marshalling yards in the city is 
now that of a convenient railheadé Their loss might, however, 
cause serious difficulties in distribution. Accordingly their 
denial to the enemy would mean that the flexibility of his rail 
system would be further decreased, and that he would be 


thrown back on a railhead north of the city, with a correspondingly 


longer haul for M/T of which he is undoubtedly short. .To make 
this strain on M/T really effective, however, the railhead would 
have to be forced considerably further North, 
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6 Accordingly, disruption of German rail traffic to the 
‘ present fronts South of Rome depends far more on the 
: effectiveness of bombing considerably further North than on 
: the loss of railway facilities in or through Rowe, 


7.  . Rome is the centre of a large network of arterial roads. 
According to one report the Germans have built two roads by- 
passing Rome one to the Hast and one to the West. Photo- 
graphic confirmation of this is awaited, There are, however, 
many Secondary roads by-ocassing the city which, although of 
lower guality, could be used for military traffic, particu- 
larly now that the weather is improving, 


Si The loss by the Germans of road facilities through Rome 
for military traffic, even if the existence of two by-pass 
roads..is not confirmed, would not cecisively iinpede tne main- 
tenance of their positions either at Anzio or on the Cassino 
Front, 


o. The exclusion of military personnel from Rome would 
undoubtedly cause inconvenience to administrative staffs, Apart 
from this, the exclusion of military forces as opposed to security 
troops is probadly an advantage to the Germans in that it reduces 
the possibility of clashes with the civilian population, . The 
fact that the Germans have, as a matter of policy, taken steps 

to exclude militarv forces from the city tends to supvort this, 


10. Summary. In short, we believe that the demilitarisation of 
-Rome woulc cause the Gerimns serious inconvenience, but should 
have no decisive efrect on their ability to maintain their 
positions south of the city. 


(ii) Extent of demilitarisation of Rome’ 


~- . "ey 


Bae a We have insufficient evicence to enable us to assess 
exactly the extent to which the Germans have in fact. 
demilitarised Rome, It seems probable, however, that some 
security troops and possibly some military administrative 
personnel remain in the city, It is, however, clear that the 
Germans, have, as a matter of policy, been making much less 
use of Rome for military »nurpvoses than formerly and that their 
troops have in general-becn excluded from the, city, 


1h, We have no recent P.R. or other evidence to show how 
far. the Germans are today making use of the marshalling yards 
in Rome. The effectiveness, however, of Allied air attacks 
in cutting railways north of Rome must have much restricted 
their use, oo 


(iii) Effects of Allied bonbing of Transport tar 


13, . Allied air attacks in recent weeks have had considerable 
success in cutting the enemy's rail communications in Italy 
particularly on the through lines from Northern Italy to Rome 
all of which were cutat the end of the first week in April on 
the level Fano~-Arezzo-Poggibonsi-Cecina, where some 20 blockages 
have been caused, 14 by the destruction of bridges. There is 
evidence that this is causing the Germans great inconvenience and 
it must be imvoosing a considerabie strain on their M,T, 


14, Past exoerience in Italy has shoyn that maintenance requirements 
are so small in relation to the total capacity of the railways 
available that when attacks on railway routes cease the .cnemy 

is enabled fairly quickly to build ub again his supplies to a 
sufficient level, 


Qe 


| | | ; 

15, The most that can be said at this stage is that 
while the systematic attacks in the area Fano-Arezzo= 
Poggibonsi-Cecina are causing the enemy considerable 
inconvenience southwards, they are unlikely to be effective 
in seriously impeding the enemy's power of resistance either 
at Anzio or on the Cassino Front during the present | 
relatively quiet period of fishting, If, however, with 
improving weather conditions these attacks could be 
sustained, they should seriously and perhaps decisively 
affect the ability of the enemy adequately to sustain 
fighting on an intensive scale for a long period of time, 
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Effect of demilitarisation of Rome on Allied operations 
once the Germans ns had ¥ withdrawn North of that city. 


16, The Germans would probably insist that any agree= 
ment for the demilitarisation of Rome now should be in 

terms that would require us equally not to use Rome for 
military purposes when we occupied it, 


(Signed) V. CAVENDISH-BENTINCK 
J,A. SINCLAIR — 
F,F, INGLIS 
C.A.G. NICHOLS (for D,N I.) 
C.G. VICKERS 


(Oftices of the War Cabinet, 
S.W.1. 


x 
asd 


ihe 


See SUR RE: RRR AE Res ARR SO MR RRAIR EY 52024 Recht 203 arena cSt eee 
ude poe bcebeeeipith, acl ‘iad tents el Psa 4 Te PERN EA ath re eee tre 


HR etude Ris ek ee 
Pin NA gS VIR RW idly EMD A IR cA EE edad & 


eg Pea p 
; 


Sen a A NN MIRREN Ot ARNE VE Taye 1 ARID LIE TIM MRR t <* : a Hy PED OPERAS OER ET PBS £ a A ba ts 
EO TAR Sacks SO CRA DEP RT ARs 6 OED (ROMS “net aes TR TINE Ra APPT? Sep re OR RP Ti ~ eee ih 
0 fs SOTA A ERTS TO ARR I Oe 8 eS NRT . PIE ery &. SSS 
9 id ae vu ay 


1944 


; 


pa 
P REST aff “ 


i. CO: 


E ..6:S. ly. ) 35a/0 


(41 


Ard 23 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


Revi Sam A bsi¢ 


eferences. 


How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


26513 ~F.O.P. 


LOTH APRIL, 1944 
WAR CABINET 
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 


—— ooo _" oohtens, ; _ 


ee eee EEE 


DECLARATION OF ROME iS AN OPEN CITY 
Note by Secretary 


The attached d Memorandum! by Allied Force Headquarters, 
r 


covering a lette and Memorandum? from Marshal Badoglio 
is relevant to the report¥® by the Joint Planning Staff 
which the Chiefs of Staff are considering at their meeting 
On ZOtTA Aprils — 


(Signed) L.G. HOLLIS. 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
SeWele 


LOTH APRIL; 19446 
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ENNEX I 


aration of Rome as an. "Open. 0: 


Allied Force Headquarters 


: 


1. Marshal Badoglio has requested that his Memorandum® of 17th 
March, 1944, on the subject of declaring Rome an "Open City", be 
transmitted to a and London. It is forwarded 


herewith. 


Se This cuab Stee has been under consideration before and the 
views, aS expressed in our messages W-1452 of lst October, 1943, 
and our W=4652 of 8th November 1945, have not changed. . It is 
not considered practicable to declare Rome an "Open City". 


De The Allied Control Commission has been instructed to inform 
Marshal Badoglio that there are no new factors which would lead 
to the conclusion that Rome could be declared an "Open QGity"; 
but that his Memorandum has been passed to Washington and London- 


For the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean Theatre:. 
(Signed) J.A.H. GAMMELL, 


Lieutenant General, 
Chief of Staff. 


% Annex IT. 


ANNEX II 


Copy of 2 Letter dated 17th March, 1944, 
from Mars shal Badoglio to 
Licute-General Sir Noel F.N. Mason MacFarlane 


I enclose a Memorandum? , wherein the question of Rome &g an 
"Open City” is taken up in specific form, and the steps and 
diplomatic acts which refer thereto. 


I firmly believe that in this phase of military evénts, the 
question can, and in fact should be, re~submitted. 


All arguments in favour of respecting the city of Rome have 
already been made, nor is it necessary to ~epeat them to you, for 
you certainly are fully aware of them. It will be sufficient to 
stats again, and with extreme conviction and assurance, that the 
eventual destroyers of Rome would assume, without a possible 
dispute and doubt, a truly heavy burden and responsibility before 


the world and history. 
g Annex III. 


att 


Consequently, I have no doubt that you will agree with me in 
believing that no effort should be spared on our part and the 
Allies' to reach an objective of which we all share the extreme 
human importance. I recall that Athens and Cairo have, after 


I well know = and I would certainly not doubt it - that youi: 
Governments are greatly and deeply concerned with all thisse And 
it is rather for this that I ask you to forward to them the 
enclosed Memorandum, so that it be submitted for their urgent 
and careful study. 


I must add that all news which reaches is from Occupied Italy 
insists unanimously on the sense of deep depression which the 
recent extension of Allied aerial bombardment of 411 of Italy 
causes in all strata of the populatione The great mass of 
Italians, which is spiritually on our side, risks to be pro- 
gressively discouraged thereby and progressively disillusioned. 


It is superfluous to tell you that I am perfectly aware of 
the military reasons which dictate the orders of your Commands, 
but I believe that such military reasons, which I do not dispute, 
should on the other hand be appraised very carefully also by the 
standards of counteracting effects produced on populations, who 
are, and whom we desire to be insurgent against German oppression. 


I will be very grateful, if you will find it possible to 
make an explicit communication to both London or Washington of 
this, in addition to the Allied High Command. I am, Dear 
General , with sincere cordiality. 


\Signed) BADOGLIO. 


ANNEX Lit 


Rome "Open City" 


Memorandum by Marshal Badoglio 


on 19th August last, the Royal Government, by a communication 
broadcast at 1700 hours, and immediately thereafter made known to 
the Allied and Neutral Powers declared Rome an "Open City". 


The Royal Government had for some time considered the 
necessity to take this step, repeatedly also requested by the 
Holy See. Negotiations regarding this matter had been initiated 
in December 1942, but difficulties of military order on one hand, 
and news of an &ssurance given by the President of the United 
states to the Pope in regard to the immunity of Rome from 
bombardments on the other, had induced the Government of Rome to 
postpone its completion. 


The first bombing of Rome, the fall of the Fascist Government, 


substantially contrary to the measure invoked, further pressure 
of the Vatican determined the decision of the new Government, which 


pa 


BF 


did not overlook all the reasons compelling this declaration. 
The second bombardment of Rome accelerated the measure, and 
therefore, overcoming some technical delays, the statement of 
19th August was made. 


The Minister of Foreign Affairs entrusted to the then 
Secretary General of the Ministry, Ambassador Rosso, the task 
of presiding over a Conmission, rag bars of representativés of 
the Departments concerned and the High Command, and constituted 
to translate into effect the declaration itself, in accordance 
with the principles of International Law. The Commission 
decided to adopt the following provisions, which after approval 
by the Chief of the Government, were immediately put into effect 
and were made known to Switzerland and to the Holy See for further 
communication to the Anglo-Saxon Powers: | 


(1) Removal of all Italian and German troops from the open 
city ; 


(2) Transfer of all Italian and German Commands from the 
open city; 


(3) Remaining in the open city of forces of Italian 
Police to assure the safeguard of public order; 


(4) Transfer of all military establishments and those used 
for war production; 


(5) The Railroad stations and yards of Rome no longer used 
for military purposes. The Railroad Center of Rome 
transformed into a simple line track, 


The Commission furthermore fixed the perimeter of the open 
city - which largely included, in addition to the center of tne 
city, the monument area of Rome - and set the limits, which after 
approval by the competent Authorities, were described in a 
drawing and photoplan, attached to the Minutes addressed to the 
Holy See and the Legation of Switzerland in Rome, for notification 
to Great Britain and the United States. 


The German Government, which had been kept informed of the 
intention of the Royal Government to carry into effect the 
declaration of 19th August, although having initially made every 
reservation for all that concerned the supply of German troops 
operating in Southern Italy, approved the Italian decisions ; 
(according to the telegram of the then Charge d'Affaires at 
Berlin, Hitler personally was said to have concerned himself with 
the matter). On the same day on which Switzerland and the 
Holy See was informed, the Royal Government forwarded to the 
Embassy of the Reich at Rome &@ similar note, accompanied by 
drawings and photoplans. Subsequently an official spokesman 
described to the foreign newspapermen assembled at the Press 
Conference of the Ministry of Popular Culture, the international 
significance and the details of the actual execution of the 
provisions for the demilitarization of the open city. 


The Governments of Washington and London had no time to 
acknowledge receipt of the Italian Notes because the Armistice 
intervened. 


rat 


; 


Under &@ legal-international aspect it is pointed out: 


(1). Germany has accepted the declaration of Rome as "Open 
City" in unequivocable fashion, which not only has been confirmed 
by the effective withdrawal from the Capital of the German troops 
who were there, but has been clinched after the events of 8th 
September, when, even if for a "fictio juris”, the German Command 
respected the limits of the open city and recognized the existence 
of a "Command of the Open City of Rome”... 


(2) According to the customs and principles of inter- 
governmental law, the unilateral declaration of the open city 
is internationally valid and relevant; the reservation made by 
the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Great Britain and the United 
States on the necessity that it should be carried into effect, 
took nothing from its validity, which, after the necessary measures 
of demilitarization had been carried out, became full. 


Rome therefore is and continues to be an open city. 


The Allies have every interest in recognizing such 4 status 
of the Italian Capital, naturally with the understanding that the 
German Commands continue to respect, 4s they had done in September 
last, the conditions foreseen for the purpose. Consequently, it 
appears possible and opportune that the Allies declare to accept 
what the Italian Government had notified in this connection an 
at the same time make incumbent upon the Germanic Government 
compliance and respect for the obligations to which it is held. 
Compliance and respect which could be controlled with all 
necessary guarantees by representatives of the Holy See or 
Neutrals. It is superfluous to emphasize particularly the 
necessity that clear and unequivocable demonstration of good- 
Will be given in this regard by the Allied Powers and the 
consequent opportunity that Germany be equally explicitly faced 
with the full weight of the responsibility which would devolve 
upon her, if her troops violated @ solemn obligation formerly 
assumed by her Government for respecting & city which ideally 
belongs to the entire civilized world and which ideally forms a 
part of the most previous heritage of humanity. 
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The Chiefs of Staff have put forward numerous 
reasons why, from a military point of view it would 
be inconvenient that Rome should be declared an 


Oper city. They have also expressed the view that 


it is impossible to curtail the strategic bombing 
operations which according to our information are 


Zlio makes the same point ‘in his letter to 
General Mecfarlete of March 17th, in which he pleads 
for the declaration of Rome as an open city. This 
is the first we have seen of this correspondence. 
See R 6817/G.). 


Presumably we must accept the views of the Chiefs 
of Staff although if, by rejecting the present 
German attempt to secure the demilitarisation of Rome, 
the Germans make greater use of the City and when 
they withdraw northwards leave a body of troops in 
Rome with the express purpose of drawing Allied fire, 
with consequent damage to the City, the responsibil- 
ity for the damage will probably rest with us rather 
than with the Germans. In the normal course of events 
we should have got the Combined Chiefs of Staff to 
concur in the views of the British Chiefs of Staff 
with a view to gome combined reply being made to 
German propaganda on this question. President 
Roosevelt, however, has made public his reply to Mr. 
de Valera's appeal, which we have ignored, and 
since the Germans made great play of their reply to 
Mr, de Valera, it would seem to be up to H.M.G. 
now to make a statement on their own. This 
presumably must not differ very greatly from what 
President Roosevelt said in his reply to Mr. de 
Valera, although the President's statement (R 6372) 
was not very happily worded. Before making a public 
announcement we should presumably convey the sub- 
stance officially to the Vatican through Sir D. 
Osborne in reply to the numerous telegrams which he 
has sent us on the subject, inform the Apostolic 
Delegate (R 4552) and reply to the approach made by 
the Spanish Chargé d'affaires to Sir A. Cadogan 
(R 4733/6 and R 5646/). 


I submit a draft of a public statement. 


26513 ~-F,O.P. | fj 
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24th april 1944. a 


. . 1 very much hope that it will not be necessary 
to issue any public declaration. I would onty be in 
favour of doing so if PWE demonstrated to us that it 
7 oan nar essential from the py Opaganes point of 
view. 1 can hardly believe that this is the case 
as [ have not noticed much discussion on the subject 
recently. surely it is best to let sleeping dogs lie} 


Nor do ] think it is necessary for us to answer 
the latter which Viscount Mamblas sent to us on 
March 23rd (R 4733) as the Secretary of State sub- 
sequently dealt with the matter in his conversation 
with the Spanish Ambassador on the 6th April (R 5646) 


AS for the Vatican, they have never really ‘we 
a definite proposal to us, and the last time tha 


“~ in 


Sir D. Osborne discussed the question of the demili- 
tarisation of iiome with the Cardinal Secretary of 
otate he seems to nave made it quite clear that we 
were never likely to make any response to the German 
move (see Whee ta 2of Sir D. Osborne's tel. No. 
243 (2 5818). I do not think Sir D. Osborne need 
revert to the matter unless it is raised again:by the 
Vatican. ie ought, of course, to tell Sir D. Osborne 
of the decision reached on the advice of tie Chiefs 
of staff, though frankly I confess that the reasons 
waich moved the Chiefs of staif as stated in General 
Hollis's letter do. not appear to me to be either very) 


cogent or convincing. 
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TOP SECRET Oth April, 194. Ge. 
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La Reference ‘your letter ot 3rd April about 
declaration of Rome as an open city, I am instructed 
by the Chiefs of : staff to convey to you the following 
views. 


2. The loss by the Germans of road facilities through 
/ Rome for military traffic would not decisively imvede 
' the maintenance of their positions either at Anz 10 or 
on the Cassino front. 


I. If the Germans were to dispense with the railway 
communications through Rome and the marshalling yards 
there, this would cause serious, though possibly not 
decisive, interference with their operations in the 
South, The denial of these rail communications would 
increase the present strain on their motor transport by 
necessitating road transport from railheads North of 
Rome either up to the front or to railways south of 
Rome and the lateral line through Tivoli. The denial 
of marshalling yards would cause serious imoediment to 
the distribution of rolling stock. 


1. We do not believe that, in these circumstances , t he 
Germans would respect any acreenent declarins Rome an 
open city. They would not hesitate, in eners vency, to 
make full use of the communications through Rome, 


5. There is insufficient evidence to enable us to 
assess exactly the extent to which the Germans have, in 
fact, demilitarised Rome, It seems probable, however, 
that some security troops and possibly some sdministrative 


~|— 
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personnel remain in the city, It is, however, clear 
that the Germans have, as a matter of policy, been 
making much less use of Rome for military purbdoses 
than formerly and that their trooos have in general 
been excluded from the city. 


6. It is relevant to mention that the enemy has not 
the means to defend ome or its environs adequately 
avcainst Allied air attack, and he is therefore likely 
to use all the methods he can to persuade us to 
diminish the scale and area of aoplication of our 
attack. 


7. lit the Germans decided or were forced to withdraw 
north of Rome, although the main oursuit might not be 
through the centre of the City, 1t: would. be quite 
unacceptable to have an "out of bounds" area in the 
centre of the axis of our advance. 


8, Once north of Rome, we should need to use all 

the through roads available until the railway could be 
out in working order. ‘To maintain the momentum of our 
advance, particularly in view of the shortage of road 
transport units, it is essential to use the main rail 
conmunications through Rome and railway revair facilities 
at the earliest moment, 


2. We should also require to use the signal 
communications network. 


lO. Our air superiority would enable us to orovide 


adequate defence against the small scale of air attack 


Ee 
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which the Germans could develoo against the city. 


ll. No Allied bombing is at present permitted other 

than against the railway yards. If, however, the enemy 
makes increased use of Rome, we retain the right to extend 
our bombing to other targets in the interests of onerations, 


12. We consider, therefore, that if Rome were declared 

an oven city, the Germans would only resnect the declaration, 
if at all, so long as their onerations were not orejudiced. 
On the other hand, even it they did resnect it, such a 
declaration would very seriously restrict the ability of the 
Allied forces to follow up rapidly a German withdrawal 

North of Rome, Moreover, when we are fighting North of 

Rome, the communications through the city will be essential 
to us. The enemy must fully recognize how much we should 
thus be hampered. 


13, There can, therefore, be no question of declaring Rome 
an oven city. 


14. As regards the general Allied bombing policy in Italy, 
experience in the past has shown that maintenance require- 
ments are so small in relation to the total capacity of 
railways available, that cessation of attacks on railway 
routes enable the enemy fairly quickly to make good the 
suooly position which has been interrupted. 


1D. Allied air attacks in recent weeks have had considerable 
success in cutting the enemy's rail communications in Italy. 
particularly on the through lines from Northern Italy to 
Rome, all of which were recently cut on the level Fano- 
Arezzo-Poggsibonsi-ecina. ‘There is evidence that this is 
causing the Germans great inconvenience at the mowent ani 

1t must be imposing 2 considerable strain on their inadequate 
M.T. resources. 
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16. We understand that the German armies south of Rome 
have reserve suonlies sufficient for only some three 
weeks, and it is important that every advantage be taken 
of the improving weather to increase attacks on 
communications to ensure that these reserves are decreased 


as much as possible before the next Allied offensive is 
launched. 


17. Although these air attac’:s on enemy communications, 
useful as they are, have not hitherto decisively affected 
the ability of the enemy to sustain intensive fighting, 
there will oe occasions when such air attacks will be of 
critical tactical importance to our operations. It is 
therefore essential to reserve our right to bomb whatever 
objectives the tactical situation demands. 


18. We cannot, in any circumstances, forego the effective 
results which we are already obtaining from strategic 
bombing or the right to continue such attacks as will most 
effectively helo our forthcoming offensive. Our attacks 
are already limited to precision bombing of carefully 
selected targets. 


19. TI also attach a revort by the Joint Intelligence Sub- 
Committee, togethsr with a map of the communications around 
Rome which may be useful for reference. 


20. Finally, I should add that the Chiefs of Staff have 
noted liarshal Badoglio's views on this ‘subject, but do 


not see anything in them to affect their views as exoressed 
above. 


Sir..Orme.Sargent;- K-67. 6. , C.B; 
foreign Office, 


Novafeltria 


Q 
Penbs -Fratovecchio-Stio 
36 a aS Cos Pontassieve 
116,200 | FIRENZE , 
Empoli Pie 48 
, 179,200 


Kise 


=— ~~. 


Marina di Piea ae 
) ‘ 
\/ Colle Salvetti — | - 


LIVORNO Poggibons: . "a ae Forts S.Giorgic 
: \ | Colle Val d’Elsa Umbertide Casteiraimonde - Camerine 
<7 : Volterra Camerine 
\ Voda SIENA = Cortona-Terontola | | 7 7 
\ ‘a ee fe ee - | PERUGIA Ponte S.Giovanns . Port | 1 16 
Cecina ee 3,000 Amondele I"Aseoti-'| 7, 200 
YX | 3,600 | Ei 5 oe 2,000 aK “se 
\ : ASCOLI PICENO 
\ Foligno 
\ iulianove 
- Monte- 
Antico Monte- 
heat Sl ™ cee ‘a < 
N fe . | 19,200} 
~~: ap ‘ 
Prombino ollonica \) Montepescali =” 
\ | PESCARA 
3 


7 24 \ GROSSETO 
* 9,600 


ee 


Porto 
$.Ste Fane 


CENTRAL ITALY 
RAILWAY & ROAD CAPACITIES 


| VITERB 


ROADS. There 


as the 


capacth 


RAILWAYS. 
it Ae qpae 


af 


~~: = 


\ © $:MARINO 


Urbino 


Falconara 


Fermiqnano 


Civitanova 
Marche 


Attighiano 


Bomarso 


| 


a ed 
a 6 ies. 


} Colleferro- 
° 00 “vomit hg 


200 


ANCONA 


Falconara 


NOTES. 


ROADS. There are some small roads which circle ROME. Their capacity 1s unknown 
as the river and rail bridges, of which hardly any extst, are of unknown load 
capacity. /F 1s unlikely that the roads coud be wsed at least continuously by heary 
W.7 as they are. | : | 


RAILWAYS. | 
1. Capacilhies fake no account of lemporary severance of lines by bombin Cz 


2. Certain double track lines pow bein g worked as eflechve s/g/le 
lines only are shown thus. 2a 

3. The majority, CF rot al!) of the elechrified lines in the area are row 
being worked by shkeam tkrackon. 


YZ for the foregoing reasons, the railway capacities shown on ths ‘71/0 
adAitter cons\derably from those showg on the previous Tr. 1c) railway 
capacity map of this area dated Apr. 43. 
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Draft. Your telegram No. 267 [of April 


20th: Rome as an open city). 
H.M. Minister, 


Holy See. Possibility of declaring Rome as 
— an open city has recently been re- 


Telegram. ‘ 
| /44e7 if . considered but has been rejected on 
Bes 606 se 60 : 


9 . military grounds. 
Dated. 


2. Measures taken by Germans as 
Cypher 


AOTC ONE 


es reported in your telegram No. 159 are 
WiC... 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


probably designed to secure comnitments 
from Allies, which would deny them 
use of facilities in TomaConl it would be 


of much greater embarrassment to us Ker 


when Allied forces advancd than denial 


of such —* can be to Germans at 
_ NZ, 
this stage. We do not propose to 


make any public statement on the matter 


Z. 
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and in view of what you have already 
said to the Cardinal Secretary of State 
(your telegram No. 243) there would seem 
to be no reason for you to revert to tre 


iather unless it is raised again by the 


Vatican. bSs.4 


ext es this telegram mast first be paraphrase 
rectanarsnccah d to ert mitted tne 07 Inited es 
other than TPs) suena ypher systen 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
“retained: By the authorised recipient and not passed on. ] 


R.6518/82/6. 
(CYPHER J 


FOREIGN OFFICE TO HOLY SEE 


No. 147. 


Dr 12.20 am. 4th May,1944. __ 
Srd May, 1944, = 


eo 


Repeated to: Washington, No. 3855. — 


SECRET 


a roar telegram No. 267 {of April 20th: Rome as an open 
city]. 


Possibility of declaring Rome as an cven city has 
phen been reconsidered but has been rejected on military 
grounds. 


8. Meastres taken by Sormans as re corted in- your 
tele No. 159 are pro designed secure commitments 
from Allies, which wena Sent hans use of facilities in 
Rome when Allied foroés advance. This would be of much — 
greater embarrassment to us then than denial of such facilities 
can be to Germans at this stage. 


§. We do not propose to make any public statenent Da the 
matter and in view of what you have already said t 
Cardinal Secretary of State (your telegram No. 243 Tove . 
would seem to be no reason for you to revert to it unless it 
is raised again by the Vatican. 
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TELEGRAM FROM 


Sir D'Arcy Osborne 

Ne (Holy See . 
2676 

Dated 2Oth April 19lh. 


Rete alvth Apri 
need 1944. 


Italy. 


m3 


Bombing of Rome; de Valera's protest. 

In reply to de Valera, President Rooseveldt has 
said that the Germans must be held responsible for 
the fate of Rome since they are using its communica- 
tions and are “entrenched" in the city. The German 
Government have replied that the responsibility rests 
with us as Rome is undefended. Considers that the 
Germans are using the communications around but not 
through the City, that they cannot be said to be 
"entrenched" although the Gestapo control Rome and it 
could be quickly re-occupied. Statement that Rome is 
undefended could be belied by anti-aircraft defences py | 


and were we to land at Ostia and march on Rome has the! | 
doubt that the Germans would offer armed resistance | 
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In reply to De Valera, Roosevelt. has stated that 
the Germans must be held responsible for the fate of Rome, 
since they are using its communications and are "entrenched" 
in the city. German Governnent is neporvee to have replied 
that responsibility for Rome rests with the Allies eines 
it [grp: undec: ? is] an undefended city, . re Uy) rkorie 


2. I believe (see my telegrams Numbers 227 ani 245) 
that the Germans are — road communications around the 
outskirts of the city, but not through the ey. : 
aod forces cannot be said to be erence nohe¢ 

apo certainly [grp: undec: ? do] control it. vol 
with their republican fascist followers cabieriae the popu- 
mong And it could be militarily re~-occupied at - 
momen . 


Se German statement that Rome is an undefended 
dity would seem to be belied by the anti aircraft defences 
outside, or possible in some cases within the City’s limits. 

And I have no doubt that if we were to land at Ostia or 
further north and march on Rome, the Germans would effer 
armed resistance in defence ef the city. | 


—B.[sic]. Please repeat te Washington. 


[Repeated te Washingten telegram Ne. 3474]. 
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cs 2 4 APR 1944 
BRITISH: EMBASSY , 
WASHINGTON, D <0. 
APRIL 14th, 1944, 


Dear Department, 


A report dated April 4th,which was 
received from a source other than. the State De- 
partment and must therefore be treated 12s most con- 
fidential states that although the raid of March 
18th on Rome was the most severe of recent attacks 
from the point of view of civilian devastation, it 
hes not been mentioned in any Allied communiques 
or commentaries, Many civilians lost their lives 
during the March 14th and.18th raids on Rome. In 

he opinion of the best friends of the Allies in the 
Vatican City, the moral damage done to the Allied 
cause far outweighs the possible military advantages 
of such bombing raids since the people are unable to 
see any military gain for the Alliles but only in- 
creased sufferings. The people are to a large extent 
already critical of the Allies and the raids, there- 
fore, have played squarely into the hands of the enemy. 


ae Rome has become practically 

a beseige city, over-populated, with insufficient 
public: services ‘and a drastic food problem, According 
to the Allies' friends in Vatican City, the desire 

for liberation’ may soon give way to a longing for 
relief from the current troubles no matter from whom 
this relief might be received. A complete collapse 

of pro=Allied sympathy, therefore, can only result 
from continued air attacks under the present circum- 
stances, accorcing to the informants. Once the Allies 
reach Rome, spirits again may rise and disillusionments 
be forgotten, 


Oe Following the announcement by 

che. Getwens on Merch 2Oth that additional restrictions 
had been Lend covering the use of Rome as a transit ., 
sega for material and troops, far fewer German soldiers 
and less material have been noted in the streets, accord- 
ing to rellable reports. Since Mareh 20th, there have 
been no air attacks on the Rome district, and the 
previously frequent air alarms have practically ceased. 
Congzequently , the population of Rome is convinced that 
the absence of raids which coincided with the’ Gorman 
mnouncement means there has been some agreement not to 
bomb Rome. The evidence, however, indicated that the 
German action was unilateria. 

4 The Cardinal Secretary of State 

is attempting to obtain verification through the German 
Ambassador of a statement reportedly from General 
vesseiring around March 2érd that steps are being taken 
to make Rome an open city. 


Yours ever, 
southern Department, 
roréign Office, 
London, 5.W.1. 
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as now published the all texts of de 

ni "thet gene reply, accompanied by a 
omm phs ten ed the demilitarisation of Rome by 
the Geraais and consequent sole Allied responsibility 
xa for past and possible future damage to the city. 
This commentyasserts that there are no anti-aircraft 
defences even on the outskirts of the city. Zhz In 
this connexion refers to Holy See telegram 267 
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Press has tien, undec. ? now] published full texts 
of de Valor $s note and German ly, accompanied by 
Comment emphasising demilitarisat on of Rome by the 
Germans and consequent sole Allied respensibility for 


page aa possible future damage to the . ite. This comment 
asserts that there are no anti-civeraft ig age hie on 
the ere of the city (see my ee No, 267,. 
paragraph 2.) : ast 27 


~~ 


6 og “sey Ler; SR gee a 
- ee PY Pe —_r SS % Shim 
] 


RR. 6617 


é 


Registry > 
N ee oghe/198 70a 


TELEGRAM FROM 


ed ROB 
Dated "20th Apre1944 
Received 2 


7) Resistryobth Apre 1944 
'sItaly 


ioly See aetboneen Nose 193 
(R Po PF ana 195 (R 4917/127/22). 

Reports more reprisals against Italians for 
acts of violence against German soldiers in Rome, | 
also the arrest of 400 male and female students 

igh school near Santa Maria Vaggiore for 

simiege Gnti-facsist literature 2% 8 Requiem 
q the two professors who 2d been shote 


Last Paper. 


Kb 572 


References. 


Ht 4§ PU 
K “90 


(Print.) 


ei disposed of.) 


Next Paper. 


oa on 


(Minutes.) 


1R. 6617 | 


: Pa «7, N44 


mae statement . the 
German 


sion stuhente distributed Bs «sa 

Sinan sat ifancT sf a A veos cist tried te 
when” uiet treet t turned and shet hin. 
Now Seat student det street| they turned and ’ 


he orneres atmosphere of Rome is, I am teld, 
hi ¢ ive and I fear there may be further and 
nigly y explo troubles. 


5S. -Please repeat to Washingten. 


[Repeated te Washington under F.0. Ne, 5496], 


+ eee: 


q 
‘) 
VeenberR 6683/124/2e, Hood for Rome, 


Refers to Forei gn 


TELEGRAM FROM gip eend April (R 5 
| D'Arc “Osborne (Holy Soop italian plan is 


Minister will receive 
No. 2 $7 '| Vatican in this sense 


cael 24th Aprilsi94a4 


Received \ 


in Registry 26th April :194h 
4 Rs Italy. | 


a 7 ~ ¥ 


Last Paper. 
Re aks Thu / A YA le W 
References. | Po shine a 2 | 


4 , * 


Cmrnders Maw ‘ ae at te Newsnet of fag. 
WA ee he, be, hg Mbyte Sash hatiacbeciegn 
OL 


s "Shue 
(Action (Index.) we bg 


completed. ) 


\B/A 
App &b 
: 


Next Paper. 


KH 


Sir D, Osborne, 10,85 a.m. an 95th, 1944, 
April 24th, 1944, 9.10 p.m. April 25th, 1944, 


YIVVIYY 
KR F124 aan ad 


. if BA | plan is to be ey eJeoted . 


ange ) you arrange that ates 
siege BK © commticate the rejection 
“slanl taneously with — | ¥- sm: 


"3 Prem 1 It is ee, 

xtreme 7 pe impres on itd pees the. gh that 
tenes ¢ appr mtiates his Seatre to save p Reman 

populat ‘lon "tren starvation unfortunate] y 
: " they canne ‘ eve their assent to a 

that. 168. the “cannet undertake net to attack st ips ng 
the Vati lag er districts er communications cencerned, 

elf im milit which hay made 


om 
4 ee t with all 


us to battens hat ot the 
° > verge of starvation and that it is 
nereasing pr ferries shic on the 
os which are 
unless 


‘atic tg = or 
e Se 


eir the Geraans of. trans : 

ste Bi ote Bp of agricultural | ” 
lou nt fet the north is now 
riving ma oy Vatic 


ie qve y is ee to Ht be 
ent fie a 
have divested 


diserde 
them' in re-eccupying the City 


sr te Washingten. 


liga ‘a under Fereign Office Ne. 5545). 


Z 
F 
> 
ul 
o 
2 
© 
Z 
T 
- 
O 
Z 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Registry 


"7 ( Bas 


-Ae Ke D. 


Draft. 


f 
Sir D. Ogborne, 
Holy Ste. 


Telegram. 


ae cc tes oe 


Dated. yer 2% 


Cypher. 


gisus Jr yo) _ 
Your telegrams Nos. 74, 278 and 
Wada 48e64 100 of Various plans 
for feeding of Rome are being asi bias 
studied, but I must warn you that there / 
strong objections to them on military 
manly 
grounds, owing /to relied ehish they would 
cause to strain on enemy communications. 
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E.R. DIGEST '} 22. 


Rome: Uncensored Neutra] Report— 


first un- 
K2. Dagens Nyheter, 20.4.44, publishes the firs 
censored article by Hamrin about Rome. The corre- 
spondent dwells principally on the passive resistance 
‘and sabotage carried out by the people of Rome, and 


‘on the increase in partisan activity. An example of 

' passive resistance which exasperates the Germans Is | | 

the Romans’ refusal not only to fetch food from outside, 

but even to°untoad-the lorries arriving with foodstuffs | 

/ from the country, thus forcing the Germans to do the ~ | 

(entire job. Kesselring fis alleged to have commented } : | 

'on the situation, saying: “If the Romans do not stop 

‘this kind of obstruction I will not provide for them 
any longer, and will let them starve.” Up till now, 4, 
however, it has not been considered practicable to put 
the threat into practice. : 

Sabotage is principally carried out against German 
motor vehicles and burnt army lorries are no Fil 
sight in the streets of Rome. A woman partisan suc-' 
ceeded in destroying a huge German lorry with a 
trailer carrying 25,000 litres of fuel, parked near the 
Colosseum, by throwing a hand grenade and escaping. 
As saboteurs often got away on bicycles, the town 
Commander, General Melzer, has prohibited their use 
(see Digest 1337, 7.1, K13), thus increasing the traffic 
difficulties in the town. 

Gestapo methods in Rome do not differ from those . 
Himmler applies to other occupied countries. When on 
March 23rd, the Fascist Fighting Organisation’s Anni- 
versary, a troop of German Military Police near the Via 
della Quattro Fontane were attacked with hand grenades 
and fired at from nearby buildings, thirty-two Germans 
were killed outright, and 16 subsequently died from 
wounds, while the perpetrators of the act escaped. As 

.a reprisal, 480 patriots were imprisoned in the Regina 
Coeli prison, labelled “Communists” and shot. (Cf. 
Digest 1406, 28.3, K1.) 

- The Chief of the Gestapo, Dollmann, who was an old 
“Roman.” whose mother, prior to her son’s (? police) 
career, owned a boarding house in Rome, and General 
Melzer, are gradually getting puzzled by the Rome parti- 
sans’ activity. In their passive resistance the Romans 
are efficiently supported by the Italian police. Thus 
the correspondent one Sunday morning saw a well- 
known Italian scientist of Jewish origin with his wife 
and child walking in Villa Borghese in friendly company 
with a police officer and his family. Often the Italian 
police also warn anti-Fascists when their arrest is 1m- 
pending. Thus, an Italian police officer in civilian clothes 
presented himself once at a doctor’s home to arrest 
him. The doctor, however, was not in and the officer, 
showing his credentials to the doctor’s wife, said mean- 
ingly, “I'l call again tomorrow—but not as a patient. 
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Rome: Another Uncensored Neutral Report— oi 


.boration.”’ 


E.W.DISEST 130 contd. 


‘The opinion of the people of Rome is that the Germans 


also abused the emblem of the Red Cross. They have 
seen a long column of German lorries with the Red 
Cross emblem pass by whose contents raised their sus- 
picion. It is a grave accusation that the Romans thus 
make, but even so, the neutral observer, Hamrin, would 
not go as far as completely to dissociate himself from 
their view. In this connection, it may be pointed out 
that the Romans never suspected the Allies when bombs 
were dropped on the Vatican. On the contrary, their 
reaction was: “one more proof of Nazi-Fascist colla- 
It was ascertained that at least (? one) an 
aircraft was German, and the pilot an Italian Fascist. 
The aircraft is alleged to have arrived from Cremona 
with Farinacci’s blessing. Nor did the bombing of the 
monastery of Monte Cassino cause indignation among 
the Romans, as evacuated monks had confirmed that the 
Germans had also abused this holy building. 
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Kl. Dagens Nyheter, 23.4.44. Hamrin’s second un- 
censored article about Rome [for the. first see Digest 


1428, 22.4, K21] contains manifold proof that the’ 


Germans fail to respect Rome’s character as an open 
city, although, in all their propaganda, they asseverate 
the contrary. At the same time, every sober, impartial 
observer must admit that the term “open city” in 
connection with Rome has long since lost any reasonable 
meaning, principally on account of the daily and hourly 
German abuses. Notwithstanding the pharisaical 
allegation by the Fascist press that Rome never offered 
any military targets, the Romans receive such state- 
ments with a.sceptical smile, as they cannot take a 
single step without meeting uniformed Germans. Day 
and night, the Corso, which is the main road across 
the city, echoes from north to south with the noise of 
passing German tanks, cannons, and motorised columns 
of every kind. If “open city” meant one open to the 


| passage of Hitler’s war machines, then the term, applied 


to Rome, 


would thoroughly ccrrespond with the 
definition. : 


| “TT myself saw German ‘Tiger’ tanks parked in the - 
shade of the Colosseum and German guns hidden in the 


narrow lanes near Trajan’s Forum and _ heard 
Romans making the observation that they thought the 
Allies kind-hearted for abstaining from bombing the 
Colosseum and the Fora. Just before I left Rome, 
Kesselring ordered German military traffic to avoid 
the city in future, to spare Rome from further bombing. 


Faced with this announcement, the people of Rome 


‘showed scepticism, taking it for mere bluff, like so 


many other German statements. Moreover, the Germans 
published an authorised comment io foreign corres- 
pondents, according to which ‘Germany, even in future, 
would respect Rome’s character as an open city.’ Ac- 
cording to this declaration, the order had been given 


}} that in the case of Allied flights over the city, neither 


German Flak nor fighters should opérate. 
“The same day—March 9th—Allied bombers 


| attacked Rome railway stations and suburbs, and if 
the German Flak did not fire more intensely it was 


only because Hitler could not spare more Flak. We 
were all under the impression thdt the Germans, by 
acting in ‘this broad-minded manner, had made a 
virtue of necessity. On the other hand, it cannot be 
alleged that the Allies bombed historical Rome, as they 
thoroughly concentrated on legitimate targets, such as 
marshalling yards. When, inter alia, during the first 
week in March, Rome was exposed to serious air raids, 
the Ostia Station was completely destroyed, 13 German 
ammunition trains exploding. With grim humour, the 
people of Rome watched the huge black column of 
smoke rising from the reservoirs destined to contain 
water reserves for locomotives, but actually used by 
the Germans as a fuel dump” | 


Hamrin considered it entertaining to watch the 
Germans’ and the Romans’ reactions while the Allied 
squadrons flew over Rome. As regards the Germans, 
it could ‘be noticed that they were thoroughly annoyed 
that they could not stop the “ nuisance,’ whereas the 
Romans obviously respectfully ‘admired the Flying 
Fortresses and Liberators, ploughing their way over 
ine city. Doubtless the sight largely contributed to the 
Romans’ conviction as to who will finally win the 
| It is also very characteristic of the atmosphere 
in Rome that, even after the air raids had claimed 
several thousand victims, and destroyed hundreds of 
homes, the population’s attitude was scarcely less pro- 
Ally. According to the opinion of people in Rone, 
the Allies, after the German abuses of Rome's 
characier as an open city, are completely justified in 
bombing their city. Typical of the Roman attitude is 
that, when now and then some bomb lands in an 
apparently entirely demilitarised district, the train 
of thought immediately is: ‘Oh! the Germans had 


even hidden something there! ” 


Hamrin’s barber admitted that he had been learning 


' English by linguaphone, considering himself lucky, in 


that the man then found refuge in,the Vatican. 


whereas there is no call for the German courses. 


view of the general demand, in having got hold of one, 


When 
the Romans learnt of the Allied landing at Nettuno, the 


psychological barometer indicated “ fine weather,” and 
the faces of the people of Rome beamed with joy, which 
unmistakably annoyed the Germans on the Corso. Then, 
when the front stabilised itself at the beachhead, the 
Romans’ growing disappointment was obvious. When 
the first Allied prisoners were marched through Rome, 
the Romans very openly showed them their sympathy, 
admiring their excellent equipment, so that the Germans 
would have done better by avoiding this opportunity. 
Examples of the Romans’ antipathy for the German 

and sympathy for the Allies are manifold. | 


It is, inter alia, well known that Allied war prisoners 
who succeed in escaping are kept hidden by friends in 
Rome. Hamrin even once saw a British soldier having 
lunch in a well-known restaurant near the Piazza del 
Popolo, and openly address the waiter in English, in the 
same way talking to Italian friends, while other guests 
listened sympathetically, and with interest. It is alleged 
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Rome: Uncensored Report on Economic Situation 


-K8. Dagens Nyheter, 24.4.44. In a third uncensored 
article about Rome (see also yesterday’s Digest 1430, 
Ki, and 1428, 22.4, K2), Hamrin describes the food 
situation in the capital after the Allied landing at 
\ Nettuno and the complete break down of thie official 
}- rationing system ation cards became more and 
| more meaningless as only 100 g of bread were obtain- 
able, whereas the remainder of the rationed goods 
were unobtainable. So, by March ist, the people of 
Rome had only received a small fraction of their 
January rations and none of the rations for 
February. ar 
The black market finally became the only really 
working organisation to which all were forced to 
resort unless they preferred to starve, and which pro- 
vided at least 90% of the food supplies. The need 
among the poor people of Rome was so great that 


public help was imperative. The authorities, how- | 


ever. proved completely unequal to the task, and the 
only helpful source was the Vatican. (See Digest 


1360, 3.2, K17.) The authorities were well aware ; 


that they could not cope with the situation, and one 
day gave everyone permission to supply the town 
with food, which had hitherto been forbidden. This 


saved Rome from starvation. It caused thousands of | 


people to go to the country with all kinds of vehicles 
and return with food. 

A few days later, however, a new order was issued, 
according to which permission was in future io be 
restricted to unrationed goods. The new regulation 
was an immediate fiasco, while the population 
declared that it would disregard such a foolish 
measure, as the problem was now how to avoid 
starvation, regardless of the means of: procuring the 
food supply. 

Meanwhile, prices soared to such an extent that 
people lost all sense of the value of money. In March, 
a litre of edible oil cost 500 lire, a kg of potatoes 25 lire, 
wheat flour 90 lire and the controlled price of sugar, 
of which the monthly ration was a few hundred g, 
was 24 lire per kg, the black market price of sugar being 
250 lire. The critical situation was somehow overcome, 
thanks to the strongly developed family ties of the 
Italians, which caused people in the country to support 
their town relatives. : ao 

The lack of coal, gas, electricity, gave rise to further 
problems, and, when the promised charcoal ration of 


half a kg per head for heating kitchen ranges was not. 


forthcoming, caused the Romans to take matters fnte 


their own hands. With saws and hatchets, they helped | 
themselves to many ancient trees in the parks of Rome. ; 
wooden fences and practically anything that would burn. } 


(See Digest 1389, 8.3, K23.) When even some of the 
beautiful old trees around the Fascist martyrs’ shrine 
on the Janiculum were felled, the Fascist press pro- 
tested loudly against the sacrilege, but the people of 
Rome only shrugged their shoulders: necessity knows 
no laws. ‘ 

The lack of water led (see Digest 1395, 15.3, K23), 
in the most severely stricken districts of the city, to 
a revival of the ancient water salesman and the price 
was generally two life per litre. The Germans and the 
Fascist authorities: did not lift-a finger to hélp the large 


crowd of indigents and, when the refugees who had © 


_ gone to the large city traffic.tupnels, which had 

enlarged for air raid shelters, blarted to smash ads og 
benches to make firewood for cooking and to warm 
_ themselves during the cold nights, the Fascist police 
brutally ‘drove them away. This fact, in Hamrin’s 
opinion,’ is ‘further proof of the emptiness of the pro- 
paganda in’ favour of Fascism’s attitude to social 
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Rome: Swedish Report Denied 
Ak’. DNB (for Euro } 
: ; ba pe), 26.4.44 (14.39): | 
. the Vatican itself, the ‘diplomatic ites Pci 9 
to Rome, and ‘the internatio 
Gh at nal. press corre 
ae ep acknowl! aged Germany’s: efforts + Tes 
— Y. Suitable measures, the former Roma: corre- 
asserts that the allescs pa epet Dagens Nyheter now 
asser € alleged demilitarisation of Rome is n 
in. accordan I } ree ye 
<1) nce with the facts. (See Digest 1430, 25.4, 
It is stated at the Wilhelmstr 
asse that this pre - 
na who published his report only after tile eo 
i ipl nig Degg ta bo be yas provoked air attacks 
wits areueeat § ‘tne British and the Americans 
The Wilhelmstrasse sa . 
ys that it would be int 
Se know at whose Instructions his report was out don | 
| ateribates or ih igre va said a the Swedish paper 
: portance to publishing a lyin d 
sensational report than to the efforts 6 wont 
of th 
to preserve Rome and its cultural at of mgr yeaa 


Hoses NPD, 26.4.44 (16.27). At the Close of the Wilhelm- 
strasse€ press conference, Schmidt stigmatised a 
mendacious report of the Swedish paper Dagens 
nsec which asserted that Rome, notwithstanding all 

erman assurances to the contrary, harbours German 
troops and military installations. In this report, which 
ls devoid of any truth and runs counter to the endeavours 
of the entire civilised world to spare Rome. the cradle 
of Christian Civilisation, from bombardment Schmidt 
Saw an attempt to furnish the Anglo-Americans with 
a pretext for a terror assault on the Holy City. It was 
noteworthy, he said, that before writing this report 
which provoked British-American air attacks on Rome 
the Dagens Nyheter correspondent, who was formerly 
stationed there, made sure of his personal safety. 
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FROM Mr. Forbes(Lima) 


No. 93 


Dated 2lst Apr. 1944 
Received 


in Registry f 2nd May,1944) 


Bombing of Rome: protest by the Archbishop of Lima. 
Refers to Foreign Office telegram No.59 of the 


29th March (R 4342/124/22). 
Transmits copy of his letter of the 3rd April, 


‘together with a translation, to the Archbishop of 


Lima, acknowledging, on behalf of the Secretary of 


State, receipt of his telegram regarding the bombing 
of Rome. | 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Lima 


presents his compliments to H. He reign *h G29 ot State for 
ream AR ai 


and has the honour to transmit ér Taenfoned Pore 


documents. 
British..... BMDASSYs........ 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


F.0.telegram No.59 of March 29, 1944. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of letter to 
Archbishop of Lima in Bombing of Rome. 
Spanish and translation 
dated April 35, i944. 


3479A 22862—2 (4) 


Emba jada Britanica, 
Linta a ") ( 


al 


6 de abril de 1944. 


5 ) .* 4 
4 # 


hae 

Excelencia, 

Por encargo del Primer Secretario 
de Estado de Su Majestad Britdnica, en la 
cartera de Relaciones Exteriores, tengo el 
honor de acusar recibo del telegrama de 
reciente fecha dirigido por Vuestra Excelencia 
al Major Anthony Eden, en nombre del Episcopado 
Perils. 

Aprovecho de esta oportunidad para 
reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia el testimonio de 


mi mds alta y distinguida consideracidon. 


(firmado) Courtenay Forbes. 


See Y 
Monsefior Pedro Pascual Farfdn, 
Arzobispo de Lima. 


British Babascy, "4 
Lima. | 
Sra April, 1944. 


Your Exeellency, 

Under instruetione fron His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affaire, I have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of the telegram of 
recent date addressed vy Your Bycelleney to 
Major Anthony Bden, on behalf of the Peruvian 
Bpleanpete. 


I avail myself of this opportunity 
| to renew to Your Bycellency the assurance of 
my highest and distinguished consideration. 
(signed) Courtenay Forbes. 
H.M.Ambessador. 
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Refers to his despatch No.228 of 3rd April a 


(R 5615/124/22). On-12th April the Conde de Jordana 


gave an interview to the editor of "Ya" on the 
possibility of securing the immunity of Rome from 
acts of war. This was reproduced in all the evening 
papers end in‘ABC" and "Arriba" and "Informaciones" 
Copied Lisbon, Governor of Gibraltar and Ministry of 
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ne ai. 
(181/3/ih) 


Sir, 


With reference to my despatch No. cog of Vara 
1944, regarding the question of Rome and the ikex T 
have the honour to inform you that yesterday Conde de 
Jordana gave an interview to the editor of “YA" on the 
possibilities of securing the immunity of Rome from acts 
of war. This was reproduced in all the evening papers 
and this morning "ABC" and “ARRIBA” both print it. It is 
to be noted that to-day "YA", while observing that all the 
evening papers printed its interview, thanks the three 
others for doing so, but leaves out "“INFORMACIONES". The 
other three, when. quoting from "YA", called "YA" as usual 
their ‘querido collega' " TNFORMACIONES" omitted this form- 
ula, and added a leader-note claiming for itself to have 
been the first newspaper in the Spanish tongue to raise 
the note of alarm about Rome. 


Ee Conde de Jordana states that repeated soundings have 
been made by the Foreign Ministry, to secure the immunity 
of Rome, even before the question had acquired its present 
publicity. They embraced not merely the Vatican City, but 

the whole of Rome, ‘an indispensable zone of protection 
for that small neutral State and the seat of the chief 
executive centre of Catholicism’. The soundings were 
going on at present, despite the evident difficulties of 
reaching a satisfactory solution. If no entire solution 
had yet been reached, it could be said that the situation 
had improved and that ‘there were well-founded reasons for 
nourishing the hopes’ of securing the Eternal City's im- 
munity, to which he had referred. 


+ I have sent copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Lisbon, His Excellency the Governor of 
Gibraltar and to the Minister of Information. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 


Sit; 
your most obedient, humble Servant, 
The Right Honourable 


/ Winston Churchill, C.H., M-P., ee. bat Fa ee 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 
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An extract from the &above 


minutes is attached. 


(Signed) L.C. HOLLIS 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
BaWs 16 


1944. 


5. FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME 


(Previous Reference: C.0.S-(44) 132nd Mtge (0) 


THE COMMITTEE took note of two telegrams* from General 
Wilson and from Sir d'Arcy Osborne to the Foreign Office 
respectively, regarding the identification from the air of 
convoys of Vatican lorries bringing food supplies to Rome. 
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| NemoR) 7052/12h/22. 
|| TELEGRAM FROM 
| Sir D'Arcy Osborne 
4 29h. 

Data 29th April 194. 


Received ) 
in Registry f ee” 


a 3 Italy. 


é EGET KePO 


— ~~. —_ = 


Bombing of Rome on the 18th March. 


Regrets error in Holy See telegram No. 183 
(R 4763/321/G.), as the raid in question was on the 
18th March and was reported in the press of the 19th 
March. Notes from Foreign Office telegram No. 131 
(R 5875/32/G) that the last occasion on which Allied 
planes bombed Rome in March was March 14th. Gives 
eye-witness details of the raid on the 18th March and 
fears it will not be possible to pin this incident on 
to the Germans, but would be glad of absolute 
confirmation, in the light of the evidence, that the 
planes were not Allied. 
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9th April 1944 —— esas an 


22eet 


ep 21/6 am extremely s that I made a mistake in telegram 
a rege 188 see tof question was on March 18th and was 
press of March 19th. But I note from your 


ni in. te that last occasion on which Rome was bombed 
ose” in Wereh was March 14th. 


2. Following are eye witness details of o raid of 
It took place between 5 and 4 there were 

two_quite separate formations of twelve mac sae each. They 

wee fast and appeared to be light or medium bombers. The 


March 18th. 


rst wave seemed to come from the south and was shot at by 

anti-aircraft defences. Second wave of 12 (1 of which was 
some way behind) seemed to follow a south-west to no: 
direction and passed near the Vatican City. It was not 
attacked. - There was some cloud and this latter formation 


was sept to si a an cloud somewhere over Rome. It dropped 
a singl e red | 


Se ene that it will not be possible to pin this 


group yndec ? incident] on to Germans, but I should be glad 
0 solute sentiauatien in light of contents of paragraph 
2, that these were not Allied planes. 


4. Please repeat to Washington. 
[Repeated to Washington under Foreign Office No. 3815.) 
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7th May, 1944. 


I\n 
ry deen A 
You 
wi. haaniee « aan that we dig 


ns List 1 wafeh re 
Wareh 18th. 


Would 
you agree 
Osborne on the lines of the ee 10g, 


dreft tolegram? 
oars ae 


(Sgd.) G.L. MCDERMOTT 


RL. Sykes 
Air iia 


PORRIGN @rick, S.Walss 
7th May» 1944. 
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Your telegram No. 294 /of the 
29th April: raid on Rome of March 18th./ 


Information given in first para- 
Telegram. 


159 | graph of my telegram No. 131 was result 
No.. : | 


of very careful investigation which 
Datea rg 77: 


shows that last Allied raid on targets 
Cypher 


a i in Rome during March was on March 14th. 
War Cabinet dist. | on Maw LIE 
f Fact that second wave of aircraft(was 
not attacked suggests further that raid 
was a put-up job by the enemy. 
2. Please do your best to convince 
right quarters that raid was engineered 


by Germans,and in general make as much 


use as possible of information in 
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paragraph 2 of my telegram under 
reference. 


pee 
Aly 


t first be ed 
mm aeait h te Ay United reset 1f com 


po Ra sys ten 


ae Bu r *S 2, SL i | , * r % ; 
NA SEs. uf 15. 7 TiN ‘ ‘i , 9H. LY af doe ' 


9th May 1944. D. 6-40 am. 10th May 1944. 
Repeated to —_— No. 4055. 
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‘Your tele 0. 294 lof the 29th April: raid on 
Rome of March fBth. y ‘ 


Information ven in first of my telegram No. 
that | was Ras iter © at i care sok tave graph of ny which shows 
in Rome og March was on 
the Fact that Ba so of aircraft on } rl 18th 
was not attacked suggeste further that raid was a sential 
job 3 the eneny. 


Please do your best to Bs gg e ignt periers that 
raid tl en red A | Germans, and in 

use as possib ble of information in paragraph 2 of my telegram 
mer “reference.. 


AIR MINISTRY. 
KING CHARLES STREET, 
WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 


9th May, 1944. 


Dear M“Denw!t 
Your letter R.7052/124/22 
of 7th May, 1944, and enclosed draft 


reply to Holy See telegram No. 294. 
As .I told you on the telephone 


to-day, we have no. comments. 
Yours Sincea bh 


ol /2y) St 


Af gs 


20 2 
ss ; . * &% 
+ RS gets 


G.L.McDermott, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 
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16th, April, 1944 
WAY 7 


Sir, Ne 57s/iey/rr ; 
th reference to your telegrem addressed to Quito No, 
58 of the 4th instant and to other posts, I have the honour 
ecocccccesee tO transmit to you herewith copy of the letter which I 
addressed to the Primate of Colombia in accordance with 
the instructions conveyed in your telegram, 


3. After due consideration I considered that it was 
inadvisable to specify our policy as regards bombing, since 
in the event of publication of my letter, remarks on this 
subject might have lent themselves to misrepresentations,. 


Se Before despatching the letter I took it in draft to my 
United States colleague and asked whether he saw any objection 
to its terms, Mr. Bliss Lane replied that it was on the 

same lines as a letter he had himself written, and he warmly 
welcomed the statement of association with the policy of the 
United States. 


4. Two days ago the Papal Nuncio was lunching at house 
and I mentioned to him Monsefjlor Ismael Perdomo's cemeusth cation 
to Mr, Churchill. I said that I felt convinced that the 
Prime Minister was just as anxious as the Primate of Colombia 
to avoid the destruction of the monuments of Rome, The Nuncio 
who had, I felt sure, already seen the terms of the reply to 
Monsefior Perdomo, an and who, in my experience, expresses 
reasonable and non-controversial views on this subject, 
appeared to find it necessary to explain why the Primate of 
Colombia had not conveyed a similar message to Hitle#. He 
said that Monsefior Perdomo was not in a position to send such 
a message, but that even if he were, it could not be expected 
that Hitler would pay the least attention to it. 


5. I am sending copy of this despatch to the other recipients 
of your telegram under reference, and I enclose a spare copy 
for transmission to His Majesty's Minister at the Vatican, 


I have the honour to Be with the highest respect 
Sir, 


Your most. obedient, 
humble Servant, 


P.S. IT am also sending a copy to the Ministry of Informatione 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.Ce,y M.Pe, 
CTCey  CtCe, CTCe, 
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mville: enka: the ii aicdion of State 
pom Lersiame nt whether any commitments have been made to accede to 
yaestion (Mr. "Granville) the request that Rome shall be treated as an open 


| city; and whether the German army is still using its 
le No. | environs for military purposes. 


= Mr, George Hall: replied that the answer to the 
Dated2nd May, 1944, first part of the question is in the negative and to 
Di neiued oth May, 1944.) the second part in the affirmative. 
in Registry | 
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ITALY 


Rome 


Mr. Granville asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether any 
commitments have been made to accede 
to the request that Rome shall be treated 
as an open city; and whether the German 
army is still using its environs for military 


purposes. 


Mr. George Hall: The answer to the 
first part of the Question is in the negative 
and to the second part in the affirmative. 


o ~~ With the Comni: Wiéad nis s of Deg 
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FROM De QO. ce 8 MAY ~" 


TO; CANADA (GOVT. ) 
NEW ZBALAND le. 
$0U TH APRICA ds 


(Sent 2.46 Dome 6th May, 1944) 


‘Ds No» 689. SEGRET. 
My telegram De NOe 2010. of gore November. 


Possibility of declaring Rome an open. city 
has recently becn reconsidered, but has again been 
rejected on militery ¢ rounds. 


It-is not proposed to make any public statement 
on the matter. 


Copy toi~ 


WeoCeQ. Sir hk. Bridges 

Bs Us Sir B. Newton | 

" ' Mr. J.D. Greenway 
re Mr. Gele MoDermott. 


oe \w With the Comnlirbnts of the 
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FROM: DeO. "EB Way 


GANADA (GOVT. ) 
AUSTRALIA: > " 

NEW ZEALAND ce, 
SOUTH AFPRICA " 


(Sent 2e45 pie oe May » As) 


‘De No. 689. SECRET. 
My. telegram De NOe 2010. of 2bra November. 


Possibility of declaring Rome an open. city 
has recently tecn reconsidered, but has again been 
Fejected on military ¢ rounds. 


It-is not propesed to make any public statement 
on the matter. 


Copy toi~ 


WeGeQ. Sir Kh. Bridges 

Fs Qe: Sir 5B. Newton | 

" ’ Mr. J.D. Greenway 
3 Mr. Gel MeoDermott. 
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Sir N.Charles D, 2.58 pom GMT. 4th May 1944 
No,70 
4th May 1944 R. 5.20 p.m, DBST. 4th May 1944, 


— QRRRR 
Following for Sir 0.Sargent. 
My letter April 28th. 272 %*/ / ¢ 


I am assured by Allied Control Commission 
that stocks of food are available for the 
opulation in Rome area for one month and that 
authorities are fully aware of their 
de hea as regards its transport and 
distribution. 


O.7.P. 
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Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No.l 2. Eermeet 


(Signed). ae basis 


i) ee 


(Date)......... tga ses 


(2) DiIvIsION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


dD. 9.40 P.M. May Sth, 1944, 
R, 1.85 a.m, May 6th, 1944 


. 


° 


(Reference omitted), ’ 
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10, Botening Street, 
UTE Mgiteball.. 


(1) | FOREIGN SECRETARY 
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 


It is one thing to enter into an aan never 
to attack convoys passing at certain hours over certain 
routes, for this might help the enemy. It is quite another 
to choose out and bomb a convoy going to the Vatican and to 
Rome. The fact that there is a certain amount of food there 
will be a help. In my opinion, the Military Authorities 
should be instructed to be very careful not to bomb any 
convoys on this route between the hours mentioned, unless 
there 1s some important military object which they will be 
called upon to explain thereafter. It looks as if some 
stupid and spiteful person of the fourth grade has got hold 
of this matter. 1 regard this matter as most urgent. 
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Action should be taken upon it at once. ea, sla We 
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PORPIGH OFFICK, 3.W.1. 


Sth Mey, 1944, 


pesr Carver, 


Vatican lorries 


“ith reference to the Prime Kinister's minute 
No. KB 611/4 of kay 7th to our Secretary of “tate and 
to the Chiefs of Steff Conmittee commenting on 
Sir D. Osborne's telegrams from the Holy See Nos. 
309 and 310, our Secretary of State feels that there 
are three courses open to us as regsr@s the sun>:lv 
of food for Rome: 


41. . We can blockade Rome and the Vaticen City 
to lhe point of famine, regerclees of subsecuent 
cousesuences, by refusing to sallow relief by sea 
end by attecking Vaticen lorries on land. this is 
the present position. 


2. we might neke some arrangement for ensuring 
thet Vaticen lorries sre not attacked so thet Rome 


and the Vatican City csn be supplied with Pood by 
lend. 


&. Se might agree to Rome and the Vatican City 
being fed by the sea, in accordance sith the Vatican 
plan (to which M.&.W. have no objection from,blockade 
point of view, seeing thet the food would come from 
within the blockade i.e. Northern Italy). Ag @ 
corollery to such an arranvement the Vatican would 
heve to cease bringing food from the north by lorry 
since the lorries would ali heve to be ueed for 
traneporting from the porte of unloading to Rome 

the food brought by sea. 


Of these three cu rsaes of action Kr. “den 

thinks that ©. would be the easiest and that, at 
La A least/ 
Lisuteneant-Volonel LL... Carver, 
wer Cabinet Offices. 


leset, more stringent oriers could be issued by A.?.H. 4. 
to exercise ca e in gparing Vatican lorrice from “tteck. 
tr. Eden considers that arrangements to bring food to. 
Rome by sea sre compliceted and would, in any event, take 
&® long time to srrenge.. 
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On Sir 0. Sargent's instructions, I telephoned 
to Colonel Price at the War Cabinet Offices, 
suggesting the following amendment at the end of 


paragraph 5 of the draft telegram to General 
Wilsons: | 


"However, in view of political considerations 
involved, we hope that you will be able to 
ensure immunity of Vatican convoys if Vatican 
give adequate notice in advance through British 
Legation as to route, time taken and composition 
of each convoy. Please state how much notice 
you will require and what facts must be provided. 


S me ¢ 


8th May, 1944. 


Per 1922, 
4 le ae 
~ OMAY 190 


Could you please let me know 
as soon as possible whether you 
agree with the attached minute which 
the Chiefs of Staff wish to send to 
the Prime Minister, together with 
the attached telegram to General 
Wilson about the Vatican lorry 


convoys. 
Prac 
(Chest 


TOP SECRET 


Sir Orme Sargent, K.C.M.G., C.B. 
Fareign Office, 
Be. We ds 


TOP SECRET 


DRAFT MINUTE TO PRIME MINISTER 


The Chiefs of Staff have considered your minute a t Flag A’ 


of 7th May on the subject of the attack made on the 29th April 
on a Vatican food convoy. 

2, As you know, the current operations of the Tactical Air 
Forces in Italy are directed to the prevention of rail, road 
and sea communications as affecting the flow of supplies to the 
enemies' line. General Wilson has already stated (in a signal 
to the Air Ministry on this subject), that owing to the 
impossibility of identifying Vatican lorry convoys no guarantee 
of immunity for them from air attack can be given. He has also 
stressed the importance of retaining freedom to attack all road 
transport in the present situation where our cutting of rail 
communications in central Italy is making the enemy dependent on 
M.T. for the movement of supplies from Narthern Italy. 

5. The Chiefs of Staff would also point out that, with the 
best will in the world, we have not, in the past, been in a 
position to give safe conduct to the convoys, since the Vatican 
authorities have not been giving us sufficient advance notificatior 
of their movements. In the particular case to wh ich you refer 
the only notification we had was in a telegram from Sir D'Arcy 
Osborne on the 26th April. This notified the movement of:a 
convoy from Rome to Florence on the 27th Avril and its return 
on 50th April. (The attack took place on 29th Avril). 

4... Nevertheless, the Chiefs of Staff feel that everything 
consistent with military necessity should be done to orevent a 


reoetition of the incidents. They have accordingly signalled 


General Wilson asking him if he can suggest any feasible method 


il 


oF 


sis Pica 
of ensuring safe conduct for the convoys. (Flag 'B'). ‘They 
will inform you further as soon as General Wilson's reply is 
received. 
5. This minute has been seen and approved by the Foreign 


Office. 


8th May, 19)2.. 


TOP SECRET 


DRAFT 
To: SACMED. 


From: Air Ministry, Whitehall. 
COSMED No. ___ 


Following for General Wilson from Chiefs of Staff. 

1. H.ii. Minister to Holy See has reported to Foreign 

Office that a note has been received from Vatican compaining 
of attacks on Vatican lorry convoys carrying food to Rome. 

In particular, a convoy was attacked at about noon 29th April 
at a spot called PONT DEL LASTRONE near village of CETONA 
about 4 miles south west of CHIUSI. This convoy had been 
notified via H.ii. Minister to Holy See by Vatican on 26th 
Avril. ‘Timetable of convoy was then given as being outward 
to FLORENCE on 27th April, homeward to ROME on 30th April. 
(Reference AX.887 of 30th April.) 

2. Vatican note states that if as result of these attacks 
the lorry service in which the Vatican fleet olays a major 
role has to be suspended, famine and consequent rioting may 
be expected to break out in Rome since there is no other way 
of supplying the city with food, 

5. H.il, Minister also reports that according to details 
published in OSSERVATORE ROMANO the convoy was sighted by 12 
aircraft flying at height of about 1,000 metres. Convoy then 
halted and aircraft after circling round convoy went away but 
oresently returned and coming down to within few metres of 
ground machine gunned lorries for some 15 minutes. Visbbility 
was excellent and no enemy vehicles in sight. All lorries 


were recognisable by their colowring in addition to which leader, 


central and hindmost vehicles were all flying Pontifical flags. 


ee 


as 

Low height of aircraft enabled the numbers, 18, 42 and 64 

on three of them to be distinguished also markings of a white 
star on a greyish ground at about a metre from the tips of the 
wings. No personnel were injured but one lorry was destroyed 
by fire and 10 others damaged. 

.. It is obviously of the highest importance that all possible 
steps, consistent with military necessity, should be taken to 
avoid attacks upon Vatican convoys conveying food to Rome. 

5. “we fully appreciate difficulties normally experienced in 
identifying convoys and the importance you stressed in your 
F.5/45 Of 25th April to Air Ministry of retaining freedom to 
attack all road transport in present situation. However, in 
view of political considerations involved, we would ask whether 
you can suggest any possible arrangement such as restricting 


convoys to certain routes and times whereby they may be assured 


~~ 


safe conduct. 


6. Please reply urgently. 
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4 | Ragiay \R 7399/124/2e Reactions te Peru to the “Bombing of Rome". 
“4 ines efers to Lima desp: Sesctch fo. te 6 of the 20th 


FROMM? Forbes March (R 6057/124/22). Ss 
| Lima Transmits copy of letter from Mr. Evans 
| (Press Attaché, Lima) to Ministry of Information 


No. 90 dated 5th April reporting on local reactions to the 

oe : | Bombing of Rome together with translations of:- 

_ Dated 18th Apr. 1944 a) Manifesto of Peruvian Catholics on behalf of — 

Received the City of Rome from "La Cronica", March 29th- 

in Registry hotn May 1944/1) "the Destruction of Rome" by Dr. Jose de la Riva - 
Riltaly - Aguero from "La Prensa", 3ist March. 
: y ry The Fate of Rome™ by J- Cargin Allison from 

"La Prensa” of ist April. Copied to Washington 

and Latin American posts. 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


M35 Y » ap 2 Lee 
References. « MD if /; | 
— 


(How disposed of.) 


| (Index.) 


Next Paper. 


(74249 


/ 


» | 2 British wmbassy, 


ii 90 oe 720°; ? 
. | ee ee et i Lids e 


{tf Spy Lima, 18th. april, 1944 


Sir K -9/, y/r 5 ers 
60 vy, ?}. t ae 


With reference to my despatch iio. 66 of the 20th. 
siarch, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of 
& letter reporting on local reactions to the bombing of sone. 
which has been addressed by my Press Attaché to the ilinistry of 


Information, together with translations of the documents to 
which ne refers. 


2. iL. would draw your special &ttention to the 
excellent article in support of the point of view of tne United 
Wations prepared by lir. J. G. allisonk the head of the press 
section of my Press Office. mre Allison, who is a British 
subject although born in Peru, iS a m&8n of whom we should take 
note for post-war purposes. 


3. The background of Dr. José de la Riva y Aguero, 
who is playing 4 leading part in this agitation, will be well- 
known to you from iay personalities reports and despatches. He 
is a firm opponent @f the democratic nations, not because he 
favours the Germans but because he regards "Coimunism", i.e. 
musSSl&, aS the only real danger to the future of the world. 

He 18 quite incorrigible, but it is generally recognised that 
his proper place is a@ chair in the university or else the 
cloister, so that he will never again play any important part 
in Peruvian politics. 


4. I &m sending & copy of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Representatives at Washington and Latin American 
posts. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Fi Cd 
/ Loan png tobe 
eT 


The Aight Honourable 
Anthony 20GH, ii-Ces WePe, 
ete: ete ete, 


British Umbassy, 
LU. 


Lima, 5th. april, 1944. 
“he Létin-americén Division, 

sinistry of Information, 

pEG@Lev Street, 

Lei: DUI: , if be 


-ne ~vestion of Rowe. 


Dear Letin-Anscricin Division, 


ine bombing of Rome and possible damage which the 

ternal City may Suffer owing to fighting which may take place in 
or around it is obviously worrying Peruvien Cétholics, and the 
matter hs been the Subject of newspaper counuent during the past 
two weeks, Nevertheless, the aiount of comment Wnich has so 

lar appeared, while it does reflect gencral trends, does not by 
its volume indicate the keen interest Ena the grave concern which 
exists in this country in regard to the future of Rome and the 
Vatican. | | 


Certain activities instigated by :.uncio in collabor&étion 
-with some of the prominent Udtholics in Lin&, especially the 
ladies, have been dealt with in H. i. Aubassador's despaten lio. 
66 of March cOth, but there have been further developments and 
there are rather unhealthy symptoms pointing towaras a tendency 
for the church, particularly one powerful reactionary group; to 
use the occasion to further ends Which are not in accord with 
our interests. The sequence of events since iiarch cdOth. has been 
as follows:- 


7 the archbishop Primate. of Peru cub led rresident ocose- 
velt, asking him to use his inflvence to protect Rome and the 
te xt of his wessage, together with a reply signed by the U.S. 
Chargé d'affaires in Lima, were published in the Lime press. 
The archbishop also telegraphed in the sane Sense to the British 
Foreign secretary. Mr. uden's reply was @ formal acknowledg- 
ment prepared und signed by H. M. Ambassador, under instructions 
from London, but the U.S. Chergé d'affaires sent a much longer 
letter, rather firmly worded, and in which he quotes Mr. Roose~ 
velt no.t effectively. rhe next step was the publication in 
the newSpapers of a declaration signed by ebout 50 promiment lay 
Catnolics. among the signatories were Dr. José de le Riva- 
aguero, Ur. Francisco -udelé, Lr. Victor .ndres selaunde and one 
‘Or two other well known Peruvian intellectuals. yvome of the 
other ncmeS were not so well known and the list included several 
Wiich are obviously of Itélian origin and Some Peruvian Sigea- 
tories whose sympathies have been subject of some doubt on the 
part of this smbassy end of the U.S. authorities. ‘The text of 
the wessage contained the following state.sent: “In. order..t¢ 
avoid such opprobrium, the'two belligerents have the stern duty 
of reuching, even if it be in this alone, 4 pact which would 
Odoviate such & great misfortune bécause, aS both sides are con- 
posed of peoples who price themselves en being cultured, and, 
still wore, Christian, they Will not. héve overlooked the supreme, 
incomparable and irreplaceable value which the preservation of 
Rome signifies to all of them and for humanity." this paragraph 
in the message produced an unfavourable reaction anongst those 
people whose sympathies are completely on our Side énd who have 
no illusions regarding the reliability of any pacts inade with 
the hazis. 


Two deys.later, on March 3lst., an-article Signed by 
Dr. José de le Rivé-Aguero, under the title of "The Destruction 
of Rome", appeared in La Prensa, in which the writer. listed 
: Some e*ee#ees8s 


Ls 
; 


ao 


some of the uore valuable antiquities which have already been 
damaged by bombs, and in which he tends to be sternly critical of 
the »arties responsible for this destruction. tlle makes no dis- 
tinction between the z.llies and the Geriians and implies that 
blame is to be attributed equally to the z.nglo-smericans and the 
NEZiS. ne starts off with the sentence, ‘The bombing oi. Rome 
vhich threatens to annihilate its most valuable monuments, pro- 
céeds metnodically, inflexibly and absurdly". Later on hn his 
article ne states thet nis conteiporsries are committing atroci- 
ties even greater than those of the vandals of the middle ages 

or of the stracens. But', he adds, “why talk about the archi- 
tecturadl bexsuties spread. over the Rohan country side Which, in 
these tragic aeys of apocalyptic catastrophies carried out with 
Suicical blindness by aries which boast of being civilised, 

SUG: iss" “he wortny doctor supports the suggestion for 4 pact 
to be mace between the belligerent parties witn the intervention 
or the Oly See, and ends his article by making comparisons with 
tne inveding forces of attila, ..l@éric and other Huns, & comparison 
favouring the barbariens, because they respected some of the 
»PYincipal temoles of Rome and the lives of its inhabitants. 


Cne of the interesting aspects of the campéezen organized 
by tne particuler church group which is instigating this ovement 
in Lima is the tendency to iaeke comparisons between the present 
Situetion of some and thet which existéd in the cause of athens 
and Cairo one and two years ago. the implication is that the 
Germans respected both these cities and that, therefore, tne 
Allies whould follow & similer practice in the case ol home. 


ihe steps taken to counteract this ca@apaign have been 
the following: - 


(2) “wo radio commentaries were devoted to explaining the 
Situation and to point out thet the responsibility for 
the daiaage or otherwise to Rome rests entirely on the 
Germans. 


(b) an article written by iir. J. Ge Allison, Head of the Press 
Section of the Press Attacné's Cffice, was published in 
La Prensa on april lst, the day after the publication of 
that by br. Kiva aguero. . Lnis is an excellent article in. 
Which 1:3. #Allison has dealt very comprehensively and ably 
with 211 the uspects of this delicate question, and a copy 
of what he wrote is being forwarded to the Ministry under 
seperate cover, while iajmeographed copies ere being cir- 
culated to other Léatin-vxasrican posts. It should be 
exoleined that, altnoughn mr. wllison prepared his article 
after discussing the various points with the Press Attaché, 
he approached the proprietor of the La Prensa as a private 
Peruvian citizen and a well known Cathclic and asked him 
to publish it 4s his personal contribution and not as 
something issued by or through the British Limbassy. 


The text of the editorial published in @1 Tienpoof Bogote 
and dealing with the message sent by archbishop sestrepo 
to President Roosevelt, was published prominently in the 
Inform&tivo Briténico of «zpril ist. of which 28,000 copies 
are distributed througaoot Peru. 


An article entitled 'The guestion of Rome“, with the 
subtitle ‘Human Lives or 3tone Monuments", and worded a little 
more strongly than thay by allison, will appear, in the Suplenento 
Interaliado on aster Sunday. It was prepered by vr. José his 
Requena of the Press Office staff, The suplemento Interaliado 
is the official organ of the Interellied Comaittee of wnich #0, 000 
are sold interleaved in a Lima daily paper every week. 


int @ev¢e 


| -—j— 


Bt the present moment, ‘the defense rests", and I am 
now waiting to see how this group.of Catholics react to what has 
been published before taking other steps to counteract the some- 
what insidious campaign initiated by the declaration referred to 
above and by the Riva-aguero article. 


in response to enquiries I have made, I discovered that 
the Locaj. representative of the C.I.u.4. has instructed his 
Staff to leave the subject alone. while I appreciéte thet the 
matter is a particularly delicate one in Perv, and that the Press 
mttaené cannot intervene openly, except under Special circun- 
stances and in order to deul with & specific action or statement 
Which méey cast & reflection on the policy of the allies in this 
partibular matter, i an surprised to find that we receive no sup- 
port fwom the C.1.A.A. in what I consider to be one of the most 
iipoitant propaganda problems which has faced us in Peru fora 
long time. : 


If this reactionary group of Catholics, with the sup- 
port of the Nuncio, the archbishop and the clergy, and with the 
collaboration - whether deliberate or not - of the phalangists, 
proceeds unimpeded, the iaovement wight acquire momentum and cause 
considerable damége to the Allicd cause in this country. Lt 26 
fairly apparent that the campaign was intentionally opened during 
Lent and is timed to reach its climax around Baster, and I have 
been informed that some priests are touching on the subject in 
their sermons and they sare no doubt using the confessional to put 
forward their point of view. In some churches there aie st&ate- 
ments prepared for signature and the priest announces at the end 
of mass that the congregation is invited to sign it on leaving the 
~churcn. while I have not seen a@ copy, I understand that it deals 
with the question of Rome end the Vatican and is dr&éwn up elong 
the same lines as the manifesto referred to above whicn was pub- 
lished in the papers a week «ago. 


it is .o¢e than probable that the cémpaign will be pur- 
Sued and there will be further events to report in the near future. 
while iy office will continue discreetly to carry out propaganda 
in defense of our point of view, I hope thet an opportunity will 
offer itself for «a statcinent to be nade by an important repre- 
sentative of the Unived lutions in London or Washington which 
would provide Press s.ttuchés witn a suitable opening to follow up 
locélly by ieuns of commentaries and articles. | 


| it is seldom realized how bigoted strict Catholics can 
Oc in matters of this nature, und this applies not only to the 
clergy but «lso to laymen and a good instance is to be found in 
the wording of the message published in Lima und the Riva-aguero 
SBYrticle. #& young upaniard said to me quite recently that while 
he is.&@ gooa Catholic he tries to teach his young daughter, aged 
nine, to be tolerant of other peoples' religions and other peoples’ 
points of view, but that he is now faced with the predicament 
‘that every time he takes her to church She is made to 1isten to 
doctrines and Sermons Which ore at variance with his own teachings, 
and that the little girl herself is bccoming puzzled by the 
contradiction between her father's views and those predicated 
in the Romaén Catholic churches of Lima. 


Yours ever, 
(Sgd.) R. J. Evans 
Press Attaché. 
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TR}: vile TION 


(From "La Cronica" - \iarch 29th., 1944) 


WANIFESTO OF P&RUVIAN CATHOLICS ON S3HALF OF 7HE 
CITY OF ROME 


it is the duty and wish of the undersigned, as Catholics 
and Latins, to give expression to our fervid desire to contri- 
bute, albeit by means of propagands, to the salvation of illus- 
trious Rome, to ward off the desolation and destruction of the 
Bternal City. the mere damage and, in a greuter degree the 
imminent ryin wnereof, would be Gn, irre peredble catastrophe. 


tO Spare themsclves the consequent opprobrium the 
two belligerent cémps ére in duty bound to reach, on this point 
at least, an ugreement to prevent so great a misfortune, for, 


Since they both consist of peoples that take pride in their 
culture Cnd, even more so, in their Christianity, they cannot 


hide from themsclvces the supreme value, incomparable cond 
irreplaceablic, for thein Gnd all ménkind, of the. preservation o” 
R Ole 


The contemporery world, bereft of Rome and the countless 
trecuures of her churcnes and monuments, sacred places ind 

muscums, would find itself without memories or traditions, beauty, 
consolétion ond enlightenment, in religious and artistic metters. 


Por cll thet 1s: most worthy of venecretion on ecrth, for 
the blood of the martyrs end the living heritége of Greeco-Létin 
culture, in the néme of twenty centuries of Catholic civilisition 
ond of classicél, medieval ond Rens. Ssence art, throbbing with 
these memories of ineffable emotion and Dube ang into our &nguished 
voices our whole soul with its ancestral spiritual depths of 
mercy tor the divinc. ond: for mankind, we clamour loudly, faced 
by the threst of tragedy: Save Romet 


Je GG it Rive-Augero. - Ismacl Bielich Floregz.: - Celso 

Ge Pastor. - Ildefonso Ballon. - Reynildo Pastor. - Victor 
Andres Beleunde. i Frencisco Tudela. - Jorge Dintilhtc. -L. 
Gorcit. Ureta. - Luis Alagyza P.S.. - José G. Ramirez. - iicnuel 
‘Ae Ve Ge Velasco. - C. Valdez de la Torre. —- Luis Guillermo Cor- 
néjo. - G. vas Cornejo Irierte. —. Jorge arce Mas, ~ Cesar 
Arrospide. - 2aul Ariss Fiscalini. - Mario Alzamora Valdez. - 
Ricardo G. Noblecille. - D. de amezega S. —- Guillermo Durand F. - 
Raul PeAtwey er oeeks tke | = José Ville y zcufla. - Ernesto Perla 
Ww - Luis Dibos D. Heli Péolomino arane,. - Ladislso Corrales 
Diéz, ~- Cérlos Sausodiard: ~ J. Coste y Boze. = Felipe Tello. - 
Wwenuel Herrera Lynch. —- Lrnéesto uwltyzei G. - &. Posadas, - Oscar 
Deve scovi Lyons. ~ gues set ay. OREETS Barrios. -—- Hector Noriega 
Puzos. - José Rose}! Rios. - Domingo Garcic Radé& - Juan Varges 
GUintinille. - Jose ilorales “Unposti. ~ Guillermo Hoyos. - Gristo- 
bel Lozad& Puga. = teem G. Vel&éochige. - Carlos Géndolfo Cor- 
bucho. - Hulogio Romero Romane. - Jéivier Verges, ~ Maria Luisa 
Montori. - Sinticgo Sénchez Chec&. - P. Benvenutto Marrieta. - 
sabe] Corres de. Benbvid.oS.qun— ah aaed 36 GOitizolo. = Menvel Morey- 
rt, 


tae O'R pet OO WED CR ween Ge = au 
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(From "Le Prensa" .- iierch 31, 1944). 


LRUCTION C2 ROME 


by 


JOSE vs lus RIVss —sGUERO 


hietiodically, inexorably, the senseless bombing of Rome 
goes. on, threatening to wipe out her most veluable monuments. 
it is only a few weeks since the collépse of the facede and 
pOTvtico OF the pricvuléess Constentine Basilica of $&n. Lorenzo 
witnout tae Wells, whose twin churches, one Stending upon the 
other, typictl-of the +£alitin Romence and Byzontine periods with 
sLOXGAGPInN- una Cosmitic mosaics ind note worthy pulpits, shelter 
thc Sepulchre of. the serett tnd herolie Plus IX. Bombs rell ci.so 
in tHe DOBEUGiLyul: prec cincts Or the Vivioan,: tact nas fC: tFrigie 
claim to inviolability through its extra-territoritl rights, 
Supreme religious Significince end uncqueéllcd crtistic spdendour. 
amid héelting excuses <~nd unfulfilled promises the destruction 
né.s continucd without cessation. 


The news ogeneics have to admit the dumage suffered by. 
the fepi.l pultecs of the Propé gan de. Fidé. und the Hé@gy Offices, and 
che: LAGuLe Chauren of Si. Montisa, bere ly & go0uple ol paces .1rom 
the Bernini Colonnéue fi.cing St. Peter's with its Michael .ngélo 
domc, and the new exclusive Petrine iiuseum, for & short while 
replete with irrepliceable mesterpiects. The ceébles subse- 
gucntly brought news of ruin end fires in the Le Garbetella 
suburb. YO those uni.cquainted witn or forgetful of the topo- 


-pPpaphy of Rome, it is well worth recilling thot this quarter is 


the Nome oF. the shins d OF the Three Sorings, with 1ts three nignly 
venerated churches, and of the te sacrosenct busilice of | 
Dt. Poul, third in dignity in the Catholic world, which preserves 
ths undisputed jewels of the .Gclca Plecidia crch of triumph énd 
the attached cloisters end museum. 3s SC&Nnt four adiys eso. the 
Polytechnic Institute wes icid wastc, in the immediete vicinity 
of no less then the Colosseum, the whole of the Forums and the 


BeEths ‘of Trajan, and buercly separetéed by s norrow piczze from 


thet noblest of churches, St. Petor advinculé, in which Micheel 
angleo's “\ioses" is. kept. ‘Lt is not possible to support in 
Silence LTisks: of this. nceture to Getholicisn and universél 
culture. according to the 1lctest United Press despatches from 
ywitZeriond, ‘the six ctticks have been ropeated during ‘the 

1ost two dey s Ver the urban aréc of Rome. In the outskirts, 
near to Leke «albaéno, unspetkéble diumigse and loss cf defenceless 
Lives. heve beocn inflicted on the Villc Barberini, to-day en... 
inte;rel pert of the Pope's sumncur residence of Castel Gendolfo. 
«tT this very monent the completely demolished Monéstery of Monte 
CasSino is still smoking, the wost femous of 11 Burope, with 
stoirweys cnd.cloisters cfter the plans of Brenente of the finest 
RONESEBENCE SUV iC, ena tombs, Lik, thet of Pletro de. Mecicz., 
désigned by antonio di Séingello. It appears thet there heve been 


burned there codices of exception«l value, dating from the re- 


motcst meditevel eras, such as the Xth. century "Etymologies of 
Ste Tsidore oT sevilic’, tnd Some of the XIith. such &s the 
'Bpistics of .St. Jcérome”:.und:. the Codex of Origen, though the 
latter ooges of this work ere of. the XIVith. century. In-this 
library end the «djoining gerdcas the eniaeble cnd evoc&tive 
shades of Torgqu: to Tesso and the neo-Guelphic historian Don Tosti, 
now scared eway, used to roem. One would: think The. our: con- 
temporcries hid resolutely set themselves to outdo ana put into 
the shade the etrocitivs vf the Lombard hordes of Duke goto or 
Boton of Benevento, a course clown vven in nome, end of the 

ni Pican ocracens, -thct in the déerkest dciys -of the jWdiddle «ges 


s destro VO esses 


Bu 


aestroycd in turn the Sime fomous Benedictine monustery. ai 
like Pote mencess the Villa Este in Tivoli, the ruined Villa 
the Bmperor Hedriin, and the rest of the clissiccl runmsins &- 
Tusculum and Frascati, « rosary of megnificent beauty-spots 
(Feleonicri, Mondragonce, wldobrindini- cond Lencelloti) situcted 
in the seme région of the ylban hills, and the gothic reliquury 
of Viterbo to the north of Rome, the impending denger to whic: : 
répcactedly hinted at in the cables. but ta Wncet G@VvolLl to tail: 
oF the tottering erchitectural becutics scettcred about the 
Romiun countryside, in: these dtys of & heartrending ficlu of 
apoct.lyptic citestrophes wrought with suicide] blindness by 
Ormics Theat boast of their civilisetion, When the Universs] onc. 
Holy Gity,; respected is such by every Cctholic. tnd @14 intello«cs: 
uegls Gnd artists in the world, lics convulsed on the verge of 
desporation cand agony? 

gana yeu & Special S&ving ogreement should. not OG: Su: 
a difficulty. seeing thet. in the first four yecrs of the war: 
end certeinly with the known cnd accepted intervention of the 
Holy Seé,the iimaunity of Cairo’ was promised, end the pledge 
honoured, in exchenge for the immunity of Rome. Or have we 
reichced such & pitch of insensete disdein for Cctholic opinion 
éna the eunturics—old treasures of komme thi.t the preyers of 
islem on behi lf of the nosques of wgypt possess greiter weight 
und int Luenees . 


rhe Situstion is cven more deploreble thin that pre- 
filing closc upon fittesn hundred yetrs ago, when the dcfenc>-. 
1286, Mo. gusty of the rope was adle to modlify the opposing furics 
or the berbérous invéders from the North ¢nd ..frica,. it: 16 


<nNOWn HOW attile retired: that. aleric.éend Genseric at leis 
respected the principal basilicas end the lives of the pcotcelu,. 
inhébitents, forbidding eny systematic burning of the city or 
cold--blooded indiscriminéte sltughter. of innocents, the very 
reverse of Wnoct is téking place to-dcy. liay the Vivine Provid-- 
ence So move the hearts of the warring leaders that they at 
leést refréein from surpissing the desolating ferocity of the 
Fitth Century, « cléin which we truly do not believe to be 

out of the wey or excessive. | 
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“Hh Pale OF Ro.® 
Tite Bais es ‘Sey 
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BY J. hk. Cargin. «allison 


On plarch le of this year his Holiness Pius Xil broadcast 
an anguishea appeal to the world, imploring é1i men to join nim 
in entreating God to save Rome from rpin. rhe supreme Pontist 
said On thet occassion: 'who could: heve believed that anyone would 
dare to convert KXome, this noble city that belongs to all times, 
upon Wnicn the whole civilized world is turning 1ts eyes in 
trenidétion, into a battlefield and theatre: of war, thereby per- 
peétreting an net as empty of military glory as Tull of aboninetion 
in the sight of God and of mankind conscious of her high spiritual 


and oral values?" 


xO Gatnolic in the world - and to all such the tloly 


Father's eppeal was in the first instance addressed - can fail to 


~~, 


see in the above words condemnation of those responsible for the 
incredidDle act of conversion of the sternal City. into a “battle- 
field ana theatre of war", and to aboninate with him tne authors 
Of tnis crime agéinst “the nigh spiritual and ioral values": of 


R Owl CS Q 


| | rnée constitutional and legal Government of Italy and 

tnsredoy of x.o0L:G,witndrew the country from thse war, agreeing upon 
the utlltcaery occupetion of its territory by the nations. that up: tec 
yesterday uaa been its enenies. But. the erstwhile- ally: of 1taly 
hastened to occupy Wwitn his troops a great part of the Peninsula, 
including the Vapital, installing there his iwilitary headquarters 
and turning it into 4& centre of communications, supplies. and dis- 
tribution for war. purposes. Thus was consummated the act of 
converting nrouwe into a "battelfiedd end theetre of war". ine 
responsibility of the ltalian legal Govermment towards its people 
left 1% Witnout any ro&d other than the aeclaration of war against 
the inveaer, and prepérations to hurl him fron the hnomeland with 

he sia of the allied armies bent: on the same task.ol liberation. 


rhe situation cannot be cleérer, nor the 
more evident end well-defined, Rome, the Ceapitel 
in the hands of the invader. it is. the inevitable ~~ She 
Ltalians %o restore to kone her liperty end, since Ttaly is co- 
velligerent With the anglo-americaéns cnd th se likewise aave the 
mission o1 Ireéing wurope from tne barbarous oppression end woke 
ploitation it. 1S undergoing, the «nglo~Séexon militery forces ar 
responsible to theiselves ana the whole cividized world for ae 
Liberetion of the ttezlian Peninsula and, in. a special manner, of 
the Capital, end for the hénding over anew of its destiny to the 
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ft is natwal that Catholics should Shuader 6t the 

thought of the .otvential fate of the Eternal City anid the hazards 
of warfare. Lb db Std KUT Gidpnd Od} iOh~+QO-—1-ws8O—TRELP-¥0700-8-—-2N 

clainour, in entreaty and in imprecétion. It is equally: natural 
tnet every civilized people and cultured person in the world shovlc 
feel shaken and be overcome witn terror at the probability of ¢& 
déstiuction ul Rome, waetever be sis creed, even. though. non- 
Christian; for every civilized man -kKnows, values and venerctes 

tne sternal] voluées of the Gity. Tne Latin: people are: not. the:..soLle 
heirs of th. culture of the Latin Church, nor have they alone 

irectly bequeathed thet culture to mankind throughout the centuri¢ 
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it c&én never be forgotten, among other instances, that when the 
italian Peninsula and the whole of the Centre and South of Burope 
was Struggling and falling to nieces in baneful warfare, the 
monks of the British Isles were enjoying & veriod of relative 
tranquility, and thet it was they who preserved a great part of 
thse Gracco-xoman legacy carricd to their ancestral homes by the 
first apostles of Christianity in Anglia, and returned it intact 
later on when their own missionaries and learned men set out for 
Roms, for Gaul and the very heart of Germany. 


The legacy of the Latin Church and 411 the outer symbols 

and ruméins of such & legacy constitute a universal heritage, 

Galously guarded, chiuritably employed, generously distributed 
and widely cnriched, as fur as cnrichment was possible, not only 
by peopl: celling themselves Latins, nor cven primarily by then. . 
It suffices to remark that while the majority of pcople styling 
themselves Letins have suppressed the teaching of the Latin 
tonguc, tnis teaching rumains compulsory in countries of other 
rEces. 


The Christian inheriténce of Rome is guarded and vélued 
by all believers in Christ, whatever their denomination, that 
know the history of their Church and her Az:ostles, evén tnough 
they have ovroken away from Papal Rome. — 

ine valve of Rome, see. of the Supreme Head of the Church, 

fron the Catholic and pontifical aspect, is so venerated and so 
impressed upon the heart of Catholics of every race and tongue, 
that it would be idlé to allude to any similarity or.dissimilarity 
between catholics of ea determined race. or fanily, more or less, 
perheps less thén more, homogeneous of races. In: any cVent, 
among the Titty millions of anglo-.nerican Catnolics (twenty in 
the British Commonwealth, more thén three of them in the United: 
Kingd o71 élonc, without counting th. South of Ireland), &n over- 
wheclhing majority is of cducutcd und cultured péople, active and 
int lucntial in cvery. sphere of their respective cowmtrics,: in- 
eluding in the nigh politicé] and nilitury circles that: decide 

nc trend end determine. the strategy and téictics of the present 
WEL. LHeSe willions -of men are by no means proof to the histori- 
cal, ethicél, religious end Catnolic appeal of Eternal Roiue. 
rer from this, they figure cmeng her most efficient defenders. 


Nor ere the -statesmen of the ullicd nations: insensidle 
to thet &ppcal, inessuch 2s it. has words of imperishebdle culture. 
No need to repcét here the stateuents.of the Govermment of His 
Britannic Majcsty and Of the President of the United states of 
AMEGrTIica on the subject, since the locél press his reproduced them 
with frequency end cxtensively. In these dueys the same press 
hos brought to us the words of tne Austrelian Prime ilinister, iif. 
John Curtin, thet ot dottom ere identical to those of the ovner 
Sstetesnen referred to, wmd.in essence “affirn that “no démige has 
been or Will be occasioncd toRome for: political reasons; “such 
SCVLON. will. only..be—-taker-cs-ney De Giéteted by military needs", 


if this.is 80, what denger can threaten the City? None 
other thin the real dinoer .thet-tport-tnrcet Tos Decoile 6n — 
scoursed reciity Tor .61] Burope; in subsection. The. tnareet of: ner 
utilisution for infemous politicsl ond militery ends by the same 
pagen proup thet hes persecuted the Catholic Church Within the 
Reich, thet. has murdered or shut up in concentration canps 
thousends of Polish, Czechoslovikien, Dutch end Belgian Catholic 
priests; that hes rezed to the pround, for no good militcry 
Yeeson, Venerable Sinctucrics of Catholicism: in the occupied 
COMtrics, end hes turncd others into barracks and thee tres, 

: deposits eevos 


dposits and cvcn brothels. 


| When one spcéks of the possibility of the destruction 
Of Rome It iS impossible, es Ssotie cléia, to place the responsi- 
 DLility of avoiding this tremendous cutastrophe in equcl measure 
upon thc. shoulders of Gurucny and the Ang glo- S&XON powers. Those 
who clain to do so ure menfestly blind to what is cotually gsolng 
on, End, if Céetholics, déeuf to the voice of St. Peter's successcr, 
N6ithner in Grei.t Britain, or her Enpire, nor in the United States 
OF NOFTh anerico docs there exist, or hes there existed for a 
iong tine, 1 will not say persecution of or hustility towards the 
C&tnolle Cnurcn, but even prejudice or dislike, LY CONtrcEst, in 
the Tnaird Geran Reich “toousinds of writers ere in the service 
of professed Christianity that is thot of Christ. The press ana 
radio drown us daily with statements fiostile to the faith and the 
Church, reckless end upgressive towerds the most venerable and 
sacred things. by meéens of open or covert violente the adhesion 

OF (UnOliles to their Toaith and, particularly, the fidelity of 
certain Catholic officicis, is subjected to a pressure as. much in 
conflict with the lew es with human dignity". These are. the 
words of Pope Pius Xil. 


Some people will say thet the German Government his more 
thén once made of xkome an open city; that it hes withdrawn: or.will 
withdraw therefrom cvéerything thit gives it the stetus of «& 
militery stronghold or centre of militéry operations. is there & 
Single rceclly honest soul in the worla thit will effirm thet the 
word of Nazi Germéeny has any value? Poland hoa the word of this 
Germany; Norway hed it ind the Low Countri¢cs hed it-on the very 
eve of their brutal invesioh. iven bngland wes simple enough to 
‘pelieve once in thet word, itn hiunich. 


The demilitcrizetion of Rome, the non-employment of Rome 
for military purposes offer no security. whatsoever as long as 
the Germans remain«in: the city. This does not imply the need to 
replace the Germéin occupetion by an “llicd occupation. Otner 
courses .of action would be. available. in- the event of such voluntary 
retirement on the part of the Nezis, thet would doubticss meet 
With &cceptance by the ellied Governments. 


But, should the Germéns continue to uSe Rome es & 
barrec«.s, =S.& eentre of commun ic ¢ 1t10ns and supplics; should they 
persist in regoerding her «cs « “ficlid of battle"; how debar. the 
Anglo-aAmncriccns from complying with the obligs:tion of expelling 
the enemics of civilisation from the bternel City? ANd; In wnet 
wey cin they cxpel thin other then by the use of 

murope is suffering ond che rout of the: worla is learning 
with horror the mécning of “Hitler's new Germen Order". LG 28: -GO 
put &n end to this, to supule the duretion. in the worla of those 
ViLUGS.-wWhereolt Rome is o-symbol,: spiritucl,: mort.1, cultural, 
civilising, cnnobling ond fruitful vclucs, thet. peace-loving 
pGoples - end cs such negligent until..2.fow.Vwins ogo-of-Grning 
themsclvyes.— bovc.visen..to.shed—-phe-wieod of “thcir Tincst children 
in defence of the Christitn idecls, the noblest and: most lofty 
desires und endecvours that God his implanted in the soul and neert 
of man. 


Lf..for the: preserve tion of. these: ve lues, if for the 
h.stcning of the dey of Burope’s purificetion, of the lustrel 
Oath So clcense her fron wAS devilisn stain. of pagan .end:berdarous 
Nezism, if, to minimise the sacrifice of lives useful for the Yre- 
construction of the world, dire necessity, imposed by the ilachia- 
vellicn and -bruté1 Germéen policy, compels the destruction of 
materisl Rome, why hesitate to cdmit the compulsion of aolng so, 
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however péinful it be? what inust be saved, and whet the anglo- 
Ancricon forces «re Tignting to save, 168 spiritual Rone, the 
one and only uternal Rome. 


Let us recall the case of the Montc Cassino Abbey and 
éEpply to the present instance the words pronounced on cCnother 
OCcCeSion BY cmincnt advovots oF. the Order of St.Benito. The 
WOSt K6verend Yon RX. o.. Trafford, abbot of Downside, seid: “Not 
oniy the members of. the Benedictine Order, but a1l the inheritors 
eater grout Christion culture showcerca upon wurope by the Bene- 

ictines, Will duplore the bomberdnuent of the cncient Abwey of 
vont Cassino". 


"It is regrcttcble thi.t the Germans should have added 
to their long list of outBages the océup<tion of the Monastery, 
thereby Lorcing the hind of the allied Comménders. TALS end 
the destruction of so nény other ancicnt monuments cre grounds foe 
d6éGp sorrow, us is the daily loss of so:metny velueble lives, each 
OT waien 16 beyond question of fur higher price thon any material 
Structure, VEluebic cna. ancient. thouen it’ be. But «ll these 
Sacritices Neve to be mace and ceceepted by the present generation 
in order to cchicve finctl victory end plot the route of & world 
DULLU. On a true Christicn foundation of peace, PTrecdom, charity 
end complete. destruction of the iniquities of Negi tyrenny”’. 


The abbot of tort augustus, the Reverend Von wulstan 
Knowles, writes cs follows: "The whole civilised world will de- 
plore this necessity. But £0 Wes & purely militery. me tter. it 
there wes no other wxy of getting rid of the Germéns, that was 
the only way. It i858: unfortunate, but we must not Lose “Lives 
rOr tne. Sk&ke Of o& DuUlLading’s Responsibility Bests with the 
Germans", 


these are OGctholic voices, voices thet shovld serve Gas 
< guide to thu Cétholies thom the Pope has asked: to be impaerticl, 
but never néeutrel, for there coin be no question of neutrality 
between ¢<ood end cvil, between those secking to enforce an anti- 
Christicn, poigan and saténic order cnd the defenders of the 
Suprems virtucs thet God géve to man for their preservation and 
fructific:.tion. 


9O-ViSt upe the issves ut stcke in the present wer, so 
Eli-importent thcir effcct upon man's future, bis ecrthiy future 
end his.cternel future in the lifs to come, thit to-day' s gener 
Cb10n 18 ce&llcd upon to-meke supreme secrifices for the sefe- 
UPd Ing. ¢nad Coneérvition of the ovcrlcsting values; ‘even at the 
cost Of Whet. 1S. a08t:-prpcclous, .of human Lives, How then cén 
We SV0id in-ccrtcin ctses the peinful: sccrifiec. of a few ouild- 
megs: of bricks and. morter, pAorvever closely icentificd with tae 
EHOVE Values, if the enemies of all they: signify and symoolise 
convert: them. into rumperts ond trenches for their work .of des- 
Lruction. one genicl9g i. Rowe. intict,. in the hands of. & triumphant 
Germény, would é&ssuredly be turned into thé grandiose temple of 
the myth of blood ind rece preached by Rosenberg und upheld by 
a Ws Bee Ve Ys BEI 8 Ys BO bs Ee <Y-SORRIN SF AlN ee BoA PE <b BSS Wee « Ses ah wth a J cckiniaconiidalcheciaicalah tite eaecigliciecidahaleeiouiichanleats 
SSS Sera rere ee Cures Upon tiie eer ens one ert vee 
Netions, including countrics: of old and pure Ccotholicism like 
P-olc nd, Luxemburg, Bclgium end Frénee, converted nations such as 
Holiind.and-countrics-with-cstrong-—cend.-educated..conmunity..of 
Cathvlies like the British Commonwealth «nd the United otates, 
are ¢ viape tied by Gcrmén perfidy and by the hatred professed by 
Gormany for alt tnit stands for Christicn cond Western culture; to 
dustruetion of the Eternsl] City, despite. thcir ciforts to ~wo0id 1, 
then, if thet afée, the onlv oncs fuiity of thar: betreyal: of 
civilisétion, whe waintcin Rome es oe “bettlefield. and theatre of 
wor" will be en ebominetion in the sight of, God Gna of every man 
conseious of the highest spirituel nd moral’ velues. 
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Department of State have received many appeals 
for the preservation of Rome. The Spanish 


|Government also offered to act as intemediary to 


spare Rome the consequences of war. Gives General 
Marshall's reply of 8th April to this suggestion. 
The United States Government hopes that some means 
may be found to save Rome from further damage 

and the United States military authorities are 
prepared to examine any proposal put forward by the 
British military authorities for an agreement for 
the demilitarisation of Rome. | 
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The Department of State has cabled me that the 
question of the preservation of Rome has been raised 
with my Government recently by the Spanish and Irish 
Governments, by numerous appeals from the Catholic 
hierarchy in South and Central America, and Austra- 
lia, and is kept constantly before the Department 
by the Holy See and the Apostolic Delegate. 


The Spanish Government's recent offer to act 
as intermediary with the German Government to spare 
Rome the consequences of war was, together with a 
communication from the Holy See on the same subject, 
referred on March 27th to Admiral Leahy and the | 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


On April 8th General Marshall replied in the 
following sense: On the grounds of military con- 
sideration as indicated in a letter of March 9th 
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the British have 
constantly objected to making Rome an: open city. 


The/ 


< 


The Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
Secretary of State for Forelgn Affairs, 
Whitehall, S.W. l. 


a = 


|The United States Joint Chiefs of Staff would welcome 
an opportunity to examine any proposal for the pre- 
servation of Rome from damage, or at least placing 

on the Germans the responsibility therefor, which 
General Wilson or the British Chiefs of Staff might 
put forward, should the British change their attitude 
in view of recent developments. The United States 
Joint Chiefs of Staff know of no military reason why 
the question on the political side should not be taken 
up with the British Government however, although they 
do not feel justified on military grounds in reopening 
at this time the question with the British military 
authorities. 


I have been asked to inform you of the concern 
of my Government and of a large group of Americans 
for the preservation of the mo ental city of Rome. _, 
l have also been asked to acquaint wou with the 
willingness of our military authorities to examine 
any proposal which the British military authorities 
might put forward looking to an agreement for the 
demilitarization of Rome and the recognition of Rome 
as an open city. It is my Government's earnest hope 

| that some means may be found to save Rome from fur- 
-,| ther damage or at least, if that is not possible, 
>| to place squarely on the Germans the responsibility 
for further destruction. The Department suggests 
that a possible solution may be that which the Presi- 
dent discussed with the British Chiefs of Staff in 
Tehran last December. 
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This is to let you 
Know that Mir. Eden has 
received the Ambassador's 
Secret letter of May sth 
about the preservation of 
Rome, and will be replying 
aimself as svon as 
possible. 
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(Sd.) G. E. MILLARD. 


Me. Fred K. Salter. 
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SI DENT NISTER) TO | TORET GI OFF] Be 
De. 8.40 pom. 10th May 1944 . 
Re 2.55 asm. 1th May 1944. 
aR aaa 


Holy See telegras No.512. Sod 


os eat 2 


a re to this Sahai I am not comunicatiz 
_mbstanse of pera under reference to ALF.H.Qe _ 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTRS@IN TH 


(the text of this telegram must first be paraphrased if 
sommunicated to persons outside British or United States | 
Government es or if retransmitted in a cypher system 
other than 0.T | 


[This bt os is of particular secrecy and should be. 
Af 


_ retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. ] 
R.6518/32/G. es cok 
_ (CYPHER J oe WAR CABINGT DISTRIBUTION | 
‘FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO HOLY SEE . 
No. 147. 


) D: 12.20 a.m 4th May,1944. 
ord May, 1944. | | 


“Repeated to: Washington, No. 5855. 
SECRET 


si ” ace telegram No. 267 [of aeyet 20th: Rome as an open 
city}. 


Possibility of declaring Rome as an open city has 
reeeuiy been reconsidered but has been rejected on military 
grounds. 


- @- Measures taken by Germans as reported in your 
telegram No. 159 are probably designed to secure commitments 
from Allies, which wala deny them use of facilities in 
Rome when Allied forces advance. This would be of much 
greater embarrassment to us then than denial of such facilities 
can be to Germans at this stage. 


5. We do not propose to make any public aaetonen: on the 
Matter and in view of what you have already said to the 
Cardinal Secretary of State (your telegram No. 243) there - 
would seem to be no reason for you to revert to it unless it 

is raised again by the Vatican. 


aw 


- ® Ae ; , w ‘ ‘4 : " sa ” 
=... ; , Z ’ , ; i : 
8% > Piet; ? » ™ 5 Zz 
oR) need Penetitis: mde es ane’ P ie tor o> ‘ en. spl ee elton >> 


D. 5.5 Poem 15th May 1944. 


te ia se) r % oa 
— 2 5 4 one as Yh ata wit 
iZth May 1944. 
J 


| ) 0:0:0:0 
Your telegran No. 651. 


Holy See telegram No. 512 should have referred to uy telegram 
No. 147 of 5rd May to Holy See, text of which follows. 


[Begins] 
Repeated to Washington. 


Your telegram No. 267 [of April 20th: Rome as an open city] 


Possibility of declaring Reme as an open city has recently 
‘been reconsidered but has been rejected on military grounds. 


2. Measures taken by erted in your telegram No. 159 
_ prebably designed Raggi shumre @ itments Bid Allies, which weuld 

- G@eny them use of facilities in Reme when Allied ferces advance. 

This would be ef much greater enbarrasment te us then than denial 

ef such facilities can be te Germans at this stage. 


5. We de net prepese te make any public statement en the matter 
and in view of what yeu have already said te the Cardinal Secretary 
ef State (yeur telegrem Ne. 245) there weuld seem toe be ne reason 
fer yeu te revert te Sit unless it is raised _— by the A csanenee 
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File Number :— 


R32 


eet Rene ta ek A De oe ee 


RADAR EL Py AE HIE RON LPL IAD is 9 8 SO ROT 8 in EERE LAER as. 


| 


yoy Wa4 


Registry R 7514/124/22 | German assurances regarding the demilitarization of 
Number of Rome, wi aoa 


| Osborne (Holy See) Refers to Holy See telegram No.243 of the 10th® 
: April (R 5818/124/22), ia 
No. 29(15/63/44). Transmits copy of a communication of 7th : 
ray April from the Secretariat of State giving text of 
Dated 10th April,1944. German assurances regarding the demilitarization of 


Received ee May, 1944] Rome. 
in Registry 


R Italy. 
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HIS Majesty’s Representative at Rome presents his compliments 
to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


British Boabasex, Legation to the Holy See, “dtican City. 
Pm 93rd 


9 


Rome, April 10th ; 194. 4 . 


: : 
a MEY i944 


To Foreign Office: Telegram no. 243 of April 10th,1944. 


Reference to previous despatch : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Communication of German assurances respecting the 
april /th, received from demilitarisation of the City of 
the Secretariat of State Rome. 

of His Holiness. 


(13191) Wt.42998/3052 5,000 1/40 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


TRANSLATION OF COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM THE 
SECREBARIAT OF STATE OF HIS HOLINESS. 


according to information officially supplied by the 


German ambassador to the “oly See to the Secretariat of — 
tate: 


The quartering of detachments of troops,and any 


service or supply installation for the German armed force 
are forbidden in Rome . The only exception applies to 
permanent hospitals, occlipied by wounded soldiers and 
prisoners of war, as also small forces of German police: 


Reinforcement and supply traffic for the German 
front does not pass through the city: 


access to the City of Rome is in principle 
forbidden to all members of the German Armed Forces . 
Only individuals who are concerned with the Italian 
services- exclusively in the interests of the welfare 
and security of the civilian population- may, on the 
strength of a document issued by a high authority of 
the German Command, enter the City of Rome. 


In consecuence only civilian objectives would 
suffer in any further bombings of the city. 


April 7th, 1944. 
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No :5805. 


8th May, 1944, 


Dear Dew ) 


Two of our Italian resistance organisers who recently 
entered Switzerland to report have suggested that we drop food 
to the population of Rome. They make the suggestion not merely 
because the people are starving but because of the excellent 
effect such supplies would have on the morale and attitude of 
the people. 


They add that to ensure proper distribution and non- 
confiscation by the Germans, the droppings should be made on. 
Vatican territory for distribution by the Vatican authorities. 


The Germans are capable of making fake droppings of 
"doctored food’, and our friends have suggestions for counter- 
acting this risk. 


I know from the telegrams exchanged pith Osborne that 
this question of food to the Romans is constantly under considera- 
tion and no doubt the idea of dropping by aeroplane has been 
reviswed. The Mediterranean Air Command might be unwilling to 
use aircraft for this purpose if humanitarian crounds were the 
only consideration, but might take a better view of the operation 
on the argument that the spirit of resistance of the people would 
be sustained, 


Any droppings could only be on a scale which could merely 
count as a gesture and not as an attempt to feed the whole popula- 
tion of the city. 


I should like to be able to send some reply to our 
organisers. 


Yours sincerely, 


2 
eee 
(C.L. ROSEBERRY, Lt+Col. ) 


A.R. Dew, Kis + 3 M.V.0O. 
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M.O.1, 8. ae. 


(From Mr. Dew) 


~~, a et te _—-— ee en —— i. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.Wede } 
May /S 1944. 


Many thanks for your letter No. 5805 of the 


: hee 18th May about the suggestion that we should 
Lieutenant-Colonel| | Re ee hata | 
1|C.L. Roseberry, {drop food on to Vatican territory for distribution 


Tey the Vatican authorities to the population of 


Rome. 
. Te | Cam 
I hardly think that anything wil come out 
of this suggestion. For your own information we | 
have felt obliged on military grounds to turn 
down a proposal by the Vatican | that food should 
be vrought from North Italy by sea to Rome in 


lships flying the Vatican flag. Food supplies 
|for Rome are now dependent on convoys of Vatican 


llorries and lorries belonging to the Rome 


municipality which bring in food from stocks 
obtained in ecpupied Italy. Again for your own 


information we are doing our best to ensure that 


[these lorry convoys are not attacked by the Alliea 


lair forees. It will be clear from the above that 


Ww 


jan Allied proposal|to drop small quantities of 
[food on to Vatican territory for distribution to 


lthe population of Rome would not be likey to 


wet greatly to the Vatican authorities and 


‘ ould not contribute much towards the problem of 


ifeeding the population. Then there are the 
beilitary objections to which you allude. 
If you feel that you must say something 


tto your organisers on this subject you could let 


them know that a certain amount of food is 


age Rome Wachee the Germans have utterly 


ailed to gH their responsibilities 


pneu es FP mahi reepeet 
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“and that the Allies have made” 


plans for feeding the population once w 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 5.W.14.. 
(R — | 15th May, 1944. 


+ thanks for your letter No. 5805 of the 8th 
the sug estio mn that we should drop 
tory for distribution by the Vatican 
| 16 popr bore ‘of Rome. | 
:. nasi ¢: think thet’ iny thi 
fon. Por your own information we have felt 
on military grounds to turn down a-proposal 
ay. “the Vatican that food should be brought from North 
ly by sea to Rome in-ships flying the Vatican flag. 
. Pood supplies for Rome are now dependent on convoys 
of Vatican lorries and lorries belonging to the Rome 
municipality which bring in food from stocks obtained 
in Northern Italy. Again for your own information we 
are doing our best to ensure that these lorry convoys 
are not attacked by the Allied air forces. It will 
be clear from the above that an Allied proposal now to 
drop small quantities of food on to Vatican territory 
for distPabution to the population of Rome would not 
be likely to appeal greatly to the Vatican authorities 
and would not contribute much towards the problem of 


m@ the population. Then there are the military 
objections to which you allude. 


If you feel that you mst say something to your 
organisers on this subject you could let them By oo 


Lieutenant-Colonel 
C.L. Roseberry, 
War Office. 


_food ise reaching R 
Lies have made al’ 
ation once we reach 
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of the population 


No -5842, 


*  “M6th' Mey, 1944. 


\°S S20 AR ie teailmamnmamas ta ca 


—_—s 


f 
/ 
Dear Bed » 


/ Thanks for your letter R 7530/ 
169/G_ of 15th May. I was quite prepared 
for this answer particularly as I have 
followed the correspondence with Osborne 
regarding the proposed supply by sea and 
lorry convoy. If I pass on to you any 
such suggestions it does not follow that 
I endorse them! 


Attached is copy of a telegram 
I am sending to our representative in 
Berre. 


Yours sincerely, 


Iypfore 


(Cc. Le ROSEBSRRY). 
A.R. Dew, Eaq., M.V.0., Lt.-Col. 
Southern Department, 
FORSIGN OFFIC: , 
So Wi l. 


‘BY ALLENS TO" ASSURE YOOD Clot me 


| ee eer a casica tina ——— : _ 7 
Regist Feedin ome on occ 108 | 
Number 7565/ 12u/ 22 ®) rat L A Force lead “Saari ers programme 
; for food fagkivensate was based on theestimate that 

Rome would be occupied by April. They consider the 
stockpiles available should provide amply Jer the needs 
of Rome when occupied. Colonel Maxwell and Lieutenant 
Colonel Rolfey from Allied Force Headquarters made it | 
Dated 10th May, clear that much thought has been given to this | 
Binahied : problem, any difficulties which may arise will be 
in Registy ¢ +obh May, ones of transportation not shortage. In the main 
: 194446 there should be no grounds for apprehension about 
the feeding of Rome after occupation. 
Rs Italy. | 
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eo ‘Victori 
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<y i ry 7 EER p.C. 20 
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Bas il ] 1010 ae 


Dear Dew, ee es 
eG Poe 6 

were asking me this morning for urgent information as to the 
provision which ha: been made for feeding Rome on occupation by us. 
The original A.F.H.Q. programme for food requirements prepared last 
January was based on the estimate that Rome would be occupied at 
least by April. Shipments were accordingly made until May, when, 
as a result of the retardation of the rate of advance, A.F.H. 4. 
cancelled some of the wheat and flour then coming forward, and 
further cancellations have taken place in the June programme. 
they only made these cancellations after having built up considera- 
ble stockpiles of wheat and flour, wiich x8 now somewhere in the 
region of 90,000 tons, and 3S stored for the most part in italy and 
picily. Thisc stockoiles ie available for operational emergencies 
Within the Italian theatre, and it is understood that A.F.H.Q. are 
satisfied that this should amply provide for needs of Rome when 
occupied. 


We have recently had tne opportunity of talking to Colonel iiaxwel 
and Lt.-Colonel Rolfe from A.F.H.Q@., and it is clear that A.}.H.Q. 
have devoted much thought to the need of rushing food supplies into 
Rome inmediately after our occupation, and await this Spanpe vhee with 
reasonable confidence of being able to feed the population. »o far 
as difficulties in regard to this arise, they will be ones of 
transportation rather than shortage of supplies, but I understand 
that all possible arrangements have been made also with a view to 
overcoming that difficulty. 


Broadly speaking therefore, it seems true to say there should be 
no grounds for apprehension about the feeding of Rome following our 
occupation. 


Yours sincerely, 


gic 


e . 


- Dew, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 
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Regist 7 
Resi Rt 7601/124/22 


FROM 

Mr. Winant_ 

No, vo_Mre Eden 
SECRET 

Dated 13th May 1944 


Received da 
in Registry } 13th May 19 


R:italy 


Rome :Open City ¢ Question. 


Refers to his letters of 8th and 12th May 
(R 7429 and 7602/124/22). 

Would like to know the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government to the Open City Question as with 
the renewal of the Allied offensive the matter has : 
become urgent. The Spanish Government has offered 
to appoint a commission to make arrangements for 
the protection of Rome. United States Chiefs 
of Staff see no reason why a4 proposal to declare 
Rome an open city should not be considered. 
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Please see three letters from Mr. Winant dated 


Hay Sth, re 12th and ifay 13th. 
J42 bo2. 


The last sentence of the letter of iday Sth 


 pefers to a solution of the question of Rome as an 
| open city discussed by the President with the British 
Ghiefs of Staff at Tehran last December. : 
| of any discussion on this point can be found in the 

| Foreign Office and Generals Ismay and Hollis, who were 
| also consulted, equally had no record or recollection. 


No. record 


of the discussion. I accordingly spoke to a member 
of the U.S. Embassy and this led to Mr. Winant 


sending round the material enclosed in his letter 


of May i2th. From this it would appear that the 
President may have shown somebody Mr. Hull's letter 
of November 2ist and the draft letter to the Pope 
(Flag A). Im any case after the discussion the 
President minuted to the effect that he considered 


Jit inadvisable to reopen the question at that time. 


As Mr. Winant's letter of May 13th makes it clear 
that the Americans want a very urgent answer, I 
yesterday sent copies of all three letters to the 
Chiefs of Staff Secretariat and the matter will be 
discussed by the Vice Chiefs of Staff on Monday 
morning. It would be useful if we could let the Vice — 
Chiefs of Staff have our considered views by then. 
The Secretary of State may wish to consult the Prime 
Minister. 


In his letter of May 8th, Mr. Winant referred 


to the fact that the question of the preservation of 
Rome had been raised with the U.S. Government by the 
Spanish and Irish Governments, by the Vatican and 
by numerous appeals from the Catholic heflrarchy and 
South and Central wmerica. We have had similar 

| appeals. 


In that letter Mr. Winant said that it 
was the U.S. Government's hope that some means might 


pe found to save Rome from further damage or at least, 


if that was not possible, to place squarely on the 
Germans the responsibility for further destruction. 
It emerges from this letter and also from Mr. Winant's 
letter of May 13th, that dg the State Department 


for / 
26513 _~F.O.P. 


for political reasons, are anxious that Rome should 
be declared an open city and that the U.S. Chiefs of 
Staff think that this is not excluded for military 
reasons provided that transit rights are reserved for 
both belligerents. (Incidentally, with reference 


to Mr. Winant's letter of May 13th, we have not had | 


any approach this month from the Spanish Government. 


Viscount M@mblas wroté to Sir A. Cadogan at the end | 


of March (R4733/G) and the Duke of Alba spoke to 

the Secretary of State on April 15th (R5646) but this 
no doubt corresponds to the approaches mentioned in 
Mr. Winant's letter of May 8th. ) 


The British Chiefs of Staff have always been 
opposed to the declaration of Rome as an open city | 
and when the question arose in August and September : 
last they said they were opposed to it even with | 
certain reservations which had been suggested regarding 
full military transit facilities, since they took the 
view that even with these reservations military | 
operations through and to the north of Rome would be 
prejudiced. Their latest views on the subject are 
set out in R6518/G; Since the State Depertment 

and the U.S. CHiefs of Staff are prepared to agree 

to acceptiimmg Rome as an open city, subject to certain 
conditions, any damage which may be inflicted on the 
city as a result of the operations in p 
therefore likely to be laid at our door 
since the Germans have declared that t 
moved all military objectives from the city. In 
these circumstances there seem to be three courses: 


(a) To md@itain our attitude of objection without 

making any statement on the subject, making any com- 
munication to the Vatican and to rely on the Germans 
not trying to fight it out in the city as we approach | 
Rome. | | 


(b) To induce the Chiefs of Staff to accept Rome 
as an open city subject to certain conditions regardi 
transit rights. | 


— (e) To issue an Anglo-American statement on the line 
of paragraph 1 of Sir D. Osborne's telegram No. 312 
bD-R_2242/G, i.e. that we shall only take military 
action which might endanger Rome insofar as the Germ 
may use the city for their own military purposes. A 
the Germans have now declared Rome an open city it ha 
nothing to fear from us sO long as they continue to _ | 
treat it as such. In all the circumstances, I think 
(a) and® 
and I submit a draft letter to Genera{Hollis. ° 


fast course (c) has advantages over courses 
bd 


| 


l4th May, 1944. 
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1, Grosvenor Square, 
London, W. l. 
———— 


SECRET : 


May 13, 1944 Ses 2 ae 


=e ae ed i ee eel 


am On Se e 4g 
With reference to my letters of May 8th and 

May 12th regarding possible measures for the pre- 
servation of Rome, the Department of State has 
cabled me that it is most anxious to obtain at 
the earliest possible moment the reaction of the 
‘British Government to this question. It mentions 
that the Allied offensive in Italy which was 
announced in yesterday afternoon's communique 
from Naples makes this a matter of exceeding 
urgency. 


The Department informs me that the most 
important recent development that has arisen was 
a proposal made on May 5th to my Government by 
the Spanish Ambassador who, under instructions 
from his Government, said that the Spanish 
Government would be willing to be of service in 
making arrangements for the safety of Rome if 
the United States would indicate what it is that 
the Germans would be required to do in order to 
place Rome in a situation which would be satis- 
factory to the Allied military authorities. The 
Spanish Ambassador said also that should the 
appointment of a Commission for the protection of 
Rome be acceptable to the United States, the 
Spanish Government would be happy to see it 
organized with the participation of the Holy See. 
Presumably a similar proposal has been made to 
the Spanish Government e the British Government. 

fo 


The / 


The Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Whitehall, S. W. l. 


The proposal of the Spanish Government was 
forwarded to the United States Joint Chiefs-of- 
Staff who are now giving it consideration. 


The Department has been advised informally 
that the United States Joint Chiefs-of-Staff 
see no imperative military reason why a proposal 
could not be considered to declare Rome an Open 
City with a reservation of transit rights for 
both sides. The Department naturally has no means 
of knowing whether Germany would agree to such a 
proposal, but should the Germans reject it, the 
responsibility would be placed squarely on Germany 
for further destruction in Rome. 


The Department hopes that you will be able 
to give this question the earliest possible 
.consideration and it has asked me to telegraph 
your views and comments. 


ad 


5 ean, 
Fo S. AW/motl | 
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“d Embassy of the United yates 
of America, 
k 7601/124/22) 1, Grosvenor Square, 
7 London, W.1. 


SECRET 
evi aul 15 May, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Eden, 


With reference to my letters of May 8th and 
May 12th regarding possible measures for the pre- 
servation of Rome, tne Department of State has — 
cabled me that it is most anxious to obtain at 
the earliest possible moment the reaction of the 
British Government to this question. It mentions 
that the Allied offensive in Italy which was me 
announced in yesterday afternoon's communique 


from Naples makes this a matter of exceeding 
urgency. | 


Tne Department. informs me that tne most 
_ important recent development that has arisen was 
& proposal made on May Sth to my Government by 
tne Spanish Ambassador who, under instructions 
from nis Government, said that the Spanish | 
Government would be willing to be of service in 
making arrangements for the ‘safety of Rome if 
tne united States would indicate what it is that 
the Germans would be required to do in order to 
place Rome in a situation which would be satis- 
factory to the Allied military autnorities. Tne 
Spanish Ambassador said also that snould tne 
appointment of a Commission for the protection of 
kome be acceptable to the United States, the 
Spanish Government would be happy to.see it 
organized with the participation of the noly See. 
Presumably a similar proposal has been made to 
the Spanisn Government by tne British Government. 


Tae/ 


Tne Kt.20n- Anthony Eden, M.C.o, M.P.,; 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
| Whitenall, S.W.1. 


Tne proposal of tne Spanisn Government was 
forwarded to tne united States Joint Chiefs-of- 
Staff who are now giving it consideration. ; 


Toe Department nas been advised informally - 
that the united States Joint Chiefs-of-Staff 
gee no imperative military reason why a proposal 

could not’ be considered. to declare Rome an Open 
City with a reservation of transit rignts for 
both bides. Tne Department naturally has no means 
of knowing whetner Germany would agree to such a 
proposal, but should tie Germans reject it, the 


responsibility would be placed squarely on Germany 
for further destruction in Rome. 


Tne Department nopes tnat you will be able 
to give tnis question tne earliest possible " 
consideration and it has asked me to telegraph 
your views and ‘comments. 


¢€ > 


arnvercly. 


(Signed) Joann G. Winant. . 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 
: SeWetls. Z : 


1otn Ay » 1. 9bihe, 


SSORsT. 


With veference to our telephone conversation 
this afternoon. I enclose copies of three ictters 
dated May &th, Mav 12th, May 13th from the United 
States Ambassador to lia. Eden about the possibility 
of declaring Rome an open city. 


of Kay 12th clear mystery about the refer 


You Will see ¢ ‘ the enclosures to the letter 
in the last senten@® of the letter of May 8th te >. 


a Gle@useion between the President and the British 


up Ca 
Chiefs 
War 


Cauiefe of Staff et the Veheran Conferences, 
Presumably tuere vas only sone eursory discussion 
on this question at Veneran, and that no note was 
made of the MaLvel’s 


In view of the fact that the Siate Department 
are anxious to have the esrliest possible views of 
iiie Majesty’s Government ou this question, 
particularly having regara to the offensive in 
Italy, we sa@#@A be graicful if the Chiefs of Staff’ 
would consider this maiter at the ceriiest possible 
dates. . 

I hepe to be able to let you bave the 
considerea viewe of the Foreign Office on this 
matter very Sue | 


(Sgd) (ApReDe Dew ) 


A. nharle, 
Staff Secretariat, 
winet Offices. 


MARGIN. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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R 7601/124/22 


AecRedD. 


eneral Hollis ¢-&. 


from: 
Sir A. Cadogan 


r in London, the question of 4eclering Rom en 
— 


As the Chiefs of Steff Secretariat sare 
informed yesterday, the U.S. Jsoernment heve 
now raised once again, throwh their Amberge*or 
open city. Three letters on the subject heve 
been received from Wr. Winent ane copies were 
sent yesterday to the Chiefs of Stef? Secreteria 
From these letters it would a rd»ear that the 
“State Department sre anxious thet Wome slouldé 
be declared an onen city subject to 4 ree- 
ervation of transit rights for both belligerent 
and that the U.S. Chiefs o® Staff sre vrrenared 
to agree to an arrangement on these lines 
as being cempatible with military renuire- 
ments. 

ce. in these circumstances three courses 
of action seem open to us: 

(a). To maintsin our objections on military 
grounds to the declaration of Rome as an open 
city, to make no sublic statement on the sub 
ject and to send no reply to the appeals made 
by the Vatican and the Snanish Government. 
(Incidentally, we heve had no aporoach from 
the Snanish Government this month such as that 
which has been made to the U.S.Government - 
see varagraph 2 of Mr. Winant's lottas of May 
i3dth.) 

(b) To abandon our objections to the declarstiog 
of Rome 4s an onen city and to agree to the 
negotiation of some srrangement subject to 


the reservation of transit rights for both 
belligerents on the lines suggested in one of 


the enclosures to Mr. Winant's letter of May | 


12th/ 
‘a 


IMMEDIATE 2g AG IC 


SECRET 


As the Chiefs of Staff Secretariat were 
informed yesterday, the U.S. Government have 
now raised once again,through their Ambassador 
- in London, the question of declaring Rome an 
Open city. Three letters on the subject have 
been r-ceived from Mr. Winant and copies were 
from: ) 
Sir A. Cedogan sent yesterday to the Chiefs of Staff Secretaria 
From these letters it would adoear that the 
State Department sre anxious thst Rome should 
be declared an onen city subject to 4 res- 
ervation of transit rizshts for both belligerents 


end that the U.S. Chiefs of Staff are vrepared 


to agree to an arrangement on these lines 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


&4s being cempatible with military reouire- 


In these circumstances three courses 


of action seem open to us: 


(a) To maintain our objections on military 
grouncs to the declaration of Rome as an open 
city, to make no public statement on the sub 


ject and to send no reply to the appeals made 
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by the Vatican and the Snanish Government. 
(Incidentally, we heve had no aporoach from 
the Spanish Government this month such as that 
which has been made to the U.S.Government - 
see paragraph 2 of Mr. Winant's letter of May 
idth.) 

(b) To abandon our objections to the declaratix 
of Rome 4s an onen city and to agree to the 
negotiation of some srrangement subject to 

the reservation of transit rights for both 
bellizerents on the lines suggested in one of 


the enclosures to Mr. Winant's letter of May 


12th/ 


12th. A copy of this enclosure is attached Has D 


for convenience of reference. The unilateral 
declaration mace by the Italian Government in 


Ausust last would no longer seem entirely suit 


£ 


able as a basis for an arrangement at this 
stage. 

(c) To decline to come to any arrangement for 
the declaration of Rome as an oven city, but tp 
issue a2 combined Anglo-American statement which, 
on the lines of Sir D. Osborne's telegram No. Hag E. 
+ would make it clear that the Allies have 
only taken and wil: only take military action 


which might endanger Rome insofer as the Germans 


make use of the city for their own military 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


PUPNHSES and that as the Germans heve now 
declared Rome an open city, it has nothing 
to fear from us so long as the Germans co:.tinup 
to treat it as such. This would achieve 
the object of placing the res ponsibility for 
any damage to Rome sousrely on the Germans. 
oe Since it is cleer from the correspondence 
ending with your letter to Sargent of April 20th 8 


on this question thet the Chiefs of Staff sre 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


still opposed to the ceclaration of Rome as an 


open city on any terms, course (c) woulé€ apres 
to be the easiest way out of the difficulty. 
4. We st ould be grateful if the Chiefs 
Staff qourc conetcer Chis question again 
as a matter of urgen y, having regard to the 
desire of the U.S. Government to learn the views 
of H.M. Government as soon as vossible. If they 
concur in the adoption (of course (2), we shoul 
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be greteful Gt the same times ir they could) re- 


state the objections on military ywrounds to tHe 


declaration of Rome as en open city subject toa 
the reservation of transit rights to both bel- 
ligerents in order that a suitable reply/may 
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OUT FILE 


As the Chiefs of Staff Secretariat were informed 
yesterday, the tnited States Government have now raised 
once again, through their Ambassador in London, the 
question of declaring Rome an open city. Three letters 
on the subject have been received from ¥r.Yinant and | 
copies vere sent yesterday to the Chiefs of Staff Secretariat 
Prom these letters it would appear that the State Yepartment 
are anxious that Rome should be declared an open city 
subject to a reservation of transit rights for both 
belligerente and that the United States Chiefs of Staff are | 

_ prepared to agree to an arrangement on these lines as being 
compatible with military requirements. 


2. In these circumstances three courses of action seer 
open to ust- 


(a) To maintain our objections on military grounds 
to the declaration of Rome as an open city, to make 
no public statement on the subdject and to send no 
reply to the apieals made by the ‘atican and the 
Spanish Government. (Incidentally, we have had no 
approach from the Spanish Government this month euch 
as that which has been made to the United States 
Government - see ~aragraph 2 of Mr.“inant's letter 
of the 13th May). 


(db) To abandon our objections to the declaration of 
Rome as an open city and to agree to the negotiation 
of some arrangement subject to the reservation of 
transit rights for both belligerents on the lines 
auggeeted in one of the enclosures to Mr.inant'’s 
letter of the. 12th May. A copy of this enclosure 


Major General L.C.Hollis,C.B.E., es 
Mog os ned ned OFLICES.s - 1 = 


is attached for convenience of reference, The 
unilateral declaration made by the Italian 
Government in August last would no longer 
seem entirely suitable as a basis for an 
arprancerent at this stage. 


‘(e) To decline to come to any arrangement for 
the declaration of Kome as an open city, but ee 
to iesue a combined Anglo-American statement 
which, on the lines of Sir D'Arcy Osborne's 
telegram No.312, would make it clear that the 
Allies have only taken and will only take 
military action which might endanger Rome 
insofar as the Germans make use of the city 

for their own military purposes, and that as 

the Germans have now declared Rome an open city, 
it has nothing to fear from us so long as the | 
German: continue to treat it as such. This 
would acileve the object of placing the 
responsibility for any damage to Rome squarely 
on the Germans. | 


S$. Since it is clear from the correspondence ending vith 
your letter to Sargent of the 20th April, cn this qmestion 
that the Chiefs of Staff are still opposed to the 
jeclaration of Rome ag an open city on any terme, course 
(c) would apvear to be the easiest way out of the , 
4ifticulty. | 


4, Ye shovld be grateful if the Chiefs of Staff would 
onsider this question again as a matter of urgency, having 
regard’ to the desire of the tnited States Government 


/to 


to learn the views of Hie Najesty’s Government as 

pon as possible. If they concur in the adoption 
of course (c), we should be grateful if they could 

at the same time restate the objections on military 
grounds to the declaration of Rome as an open city 
subject to the reservation of transit rights to 

both belligerents in order th=t a suitable reply 


may be returned to the United States Government on 
this point. | : , 
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Allied Police ee! ~. 


. Reg istry 


4 in regard to the bombing of Rome. 

] ) Neinbee hh 7608/124/89. (R ve pevitivis), letter of 8th May 

| FROM ; 3 Encloses memorandum with regard to the "Open 
4 ire Winant | City" Status of Rome prepared by Mr. Stettinius’” 


vo United . 


\ delegation together with:- 1) Memorandum dated 
as Embassy —ps--] 26th August, 1943 on the Open City Status 2) Letter 
\ Fi pce at from Mr. Cordell Hull to Mr- Roosevelt dated 21st 

. ay 1944 November, 1943. with draft letter to the Pope 
| Received \15th May 1944 4 Statement by the President on 4th March 1944 


IR, 1 Registry , 4) Statement by Department of State of 13th March 
‘YX? Rs Italy 1944. 
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You will remember that on May 8 I wrote 
you at the request of the Department of State 
regarding the question of the preservation of 
Rome. I enclose a memorandum containing some 
material which was left with us by Mr. Stettinius' 


delegation and which I hope you will find useful 
in considering this matter. 


) 


Ti. eG 
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Enclosure: 
Memorandum. 


The Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
The Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 


Y P eb 
| Wa a 


"OPEN CITY" STATUS OF ROME 


The Department is fully aware of the position of Rome in the 
Catholic world, and indeed in the entire Christian world, and the 
unfortunate repercussions which would result from the destruction 
of a considerable portion of the city as a result of Allied military 
operations in which American forces participated. In addition to 
the Roman Catholic population in the United States, particular 
consideration must be given to the populations of Spain and of the 
Central and South American Republics. It is realized that the 
property of the Holy See is not confined to Vatican City and that 
its concern extends to all of Rome, filled with churches and 
religious institutions and monuments. Consistent with military 
necessity, it has been the Department's policy to attempt to pre- 
serve Rome from destruction to the extent possible. 


The Holy See undertook on its own initiative as early as 
December 1942 to obtain the removal of the principle military objects 
from Rome in order to diminish the possibility of an air attack. 

As a result it obtained written assurances from the Italian Govern- 
ment (then the Facist regime) that Mussolini and the Italian and 
German Military Headquarters would be transferred from Rome. Satis- 
factory evidence that these transfers were made was never obtained. 


After the first bombing of Rome's railroad yards in July 1943 
and the fall of Mussolini in the same month, the Italian Government 
of Marshal Badoglio approached this Government through the Vatican 
to ascertain Allied conditions for recognizing Rome as an open city. 
It was agreed here that this Government should not undertake to 
specify those conditions and the only reply that was made to the 
Vatican (on August 8, 1943) was to the effect that "in accordance 
with the accepted principles of international law and of pertinent 
international agreements, there is nothing to prevent the Italian 
Government from undértaking unilaterally to declare Rome an open city”. 
As a result of this reply, the Italian Government declared Rome an 
open city on August 14, 1943. Subsequently, the Italian Government 
submitted through the Vatican the steps which it was undertaking to 
make effective its declaration. (Copy of memorandum from Apostolic 
Delegate dated August 26, setting forth these steps is attached). 


Neither this Government nor the British Government have recognized 
Rome as an open city. 


In October 1943 the question of recognizing Rome as an open city 
again came under active consideration by the Allied military author- 
ities and the British and American Governments. The Secretary 
addressed a memorandum to the President at that time pointing out the 
considerations, other than military, involved in the possible 


destruction 


oe G2 


= of Rome and suggesting that serious consideration be 
given to the public attitude on this question. The Combined Chiefs- 
of-Staff requested the views of General Eisenhower who replied in 
November that, so far as military considerations were concerned, 

he did not consider it desirable or necessary to recognize Rome 

as an open city; that, however, if for political reasons it were 
considered essential, certain rights must be reserved, including 
full transit rights through Rome (General Eisenhower's reservations 
are attached). 


In continuing its efforts to spare Rome to the extent possible 

the devastation resulting from military operations, and in the 

event that an agreement could not be reached, to place the burden 
of refusal upon the Germans, the Department submitted to the 
President in November a proposed letter to the Pope recognizing 

the open city status of Rome in the general basis of the conditions 
outlined by the Italian Government in August 1943. This proposal 
incorporated in a satisfactory manner General Eisenhower's reserva- 
tions. The President considered this proposal and the draft letter 
.to the Pope during the Tehran Conference, and on December 7 replied, 
"After discussing this matter with the British military authorities, 
I consider it inadvisable to reopen the question at this time." He 
returned the letter to the Department unsigned. While the letter 
did not go forward, a copy is enclosed for reference as an indication 
of the Department's position at that time. 


In February 1944 the Vatican again raised the question of the 
open city status of Rome. When the question was referred to the 
President, he said, "I think there has been no change in the situa- 
tion. Anything that is done should come after consultation with 
the military authorities, British and American, in Italy." Sub- 
sequently, on February 26, the Acting Secretary informed Admiral 
Leahy of the Vatican note and the President's comments. It was 
suggested to the Admiral that the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff might consider 
it an appropriate time to re-examine the "open city” question with 
a view to arriving at a formula satisfactory to both the political 
and military requirements of this country. Admiral Leahy replied 
on March 9 that the United States' Joint Chiefs-of-Staff had 
previously advocated an agreement for the demilitarization of Rome. 
"However, in view of constant British opposition to any such pro- 
posal and the appointment of a British Commander for this area, the 
Joint Chiefs-of-Staff are of the opinion that the present is not an 
auspicious time to reopen discussions on this subject, unless the 


British indicate a change in their attitude and express a desire for 
suoh reopening." 


Should the British be willing to reconsider this question, 
we believe that the formula outlined in the Secretary's letter of 


November 21 


é “0 


November 21 to the President and the enclosure to the Pope 


(copies attached) would most satisfactorily meet our require- 
ments. , 


Copies of the Secretary's and President's statements to 
the Press, on the preservation of Rome's religious and 
historical monuments, of March 13 and 14 respectively are 


likewise attached for reference. 


COPY 


MEMORANDUM 


The Apostolic Delegate has been informed by the Cardinal 
Secretary of State that the Italian Government has taken the 
following steps to make effective its declaration of August 
14, 1943, on the status of Rome as an open city: 


1) The defense installations of the city of Rome have been 
dismantled. 


2) Orders have been issued that anti-aircraft batteries are 


not to operate, nor are fighter planes to go into action over the 
city of Rome. 


3) The Italian and German High Commands are leaving the city, 
and their complete removal will be effected within a short time. 


4) Active troops are being withdrawn and there will remain 
in the city only a garrison of Italian troops charged with the 
maintenance of public order. This garrison of troops will be 
equipped with arms adequate for the purpose of their presence. 


5) The railway system of Rome will in the future not be used 
for purposes of military transportation, for the marshalling of 
trains, or for loading or unloading troops, etc. The railway 
system of Rome will be reduced to a mere transit line, and 
its facilities will not be employed for the making up of or the 
breaking up of military trains. For all purposes of military 
transportation, the railway system in and around the zone af- 
fected by the declaration of Rome as an open city will be put 
into the status of a simple line of passage. 


6) All necessary steps are being taken to effect the 
transfer beyond the city limits of all military establishments, 
and of all factories used for the production of arms and muni- 
tions. 


Washington, D. C. 
August 26, 1943. 


COPY 


MEMORANDUM 


The Apostolic Delegate has been informed by the Cardinal 
Secretary of State that the Italian Government has taken the 
following steps to make effective its declaration of Augst 
14, 1943, on the status of Rome as an open city: 


1} The defense installations of the city of Rome have been 
dismantled. 


2) Orders have been issued that anti-aircraft batteries are 
not to operate, nor are fighter planes to go into action over the 
city of Rome. 


3) The Italian and German High Commands are leaving the city, 
and their complete removal will be effected within a short time. 


4) Active troops are being withdrawn and there will remain 
in the city only a garrison of Italian troops charged with the 
maintenance of public order. This garrison of troops will be 
equipped with arms adequate for the purpose of their presence. 


5) The railway system of Rome will in the future not be used 
for purposes of military transportation, for the marshalling of 
trains, or for loading or unloading troops, etc. The railway 
system of Rome will be reduced to a mere transit line, and 
its facilities will not be employed for the making up of or the 
breaking up of military trains. For all purposes of military 
transportation, the railway system in and around the zone af- 
fected by the declaration of Rome as an open city will be put 
into the status of a simple line of passage. 


6) All necessary steps are being taken to effect the 
transfer beyond the city limits of all military establishments, 


and of all factories used for the production of arms and muni- 
tions. 


Washington, D. C. 
August 26, 1943 


a | | 


November 21, 1943 


My dear Mr. President: 


With reference to Mr. Stettinius’ regent conversations 
with you concerning the open otty status of Rome, we have 
been informed that General Eisenhower has recently submitted 
his recommendations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. For 
‘important considerations other than military, it is desirable 
that this Government make a sincere effort to spare Rome to 
the extent possible the devastation resulting from modern 
military operations and, in the event an agreement cannot 
be reached, of placing the burden of refusal upon the Germans. 

Consequently, I am submitting a draft letter to the 
Pope, for your signature if you approve, recognizing the 
open city status of Rome on the general basis of the condi- 
tions outlined by the Italian Government in August last. In 
considering the communication to the Pope, the War Department 
suggests that you may wish to consult with the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to insure that the military as well as the political 
aspects of the problem are fully examined. The draft communica- 
tion incorporates, in a satisfactory manner we believe, 
General Eisenhower's reservations. 

Faithfully yours, 


(Signed) Cordell Hull 


The President, 
The White House 


Enc. Draft letter. 


Your Holiness: 


I refer to your letter of July 20 and to subsequent 
communications from His Eminence, the Cardinal Secretary 
of State, sent through the American Chargé d'Affaires 
and the Apostolic Delegate concerning the recognition 
of Rome as an open city. As Your Holiness is aware, [I 
have shared your deep concern for the safety of our 
common religious and cultural heritage in Rome and have 
continued to give the problem of its preservation my 
earnest thought and attention. The unilateral declara- 
tion of the Royal Italian Government on August 14 and 
the subsequent steps taken by it to make the declaration 
effective have likewise received the careful considera- 


tion of the highest authorities of the United States 
Government. 


I now have the pleasure of informing Your Holiness that 

the decision has been reached to recognize Rome as an 

open city on the basis of the August declaration of the 
Royal Italian Government and the subsequent effective 
conditions, notified through the Holy See, provided the 
German Government will accord its recognition of Rome as 

an open city on a similar basis. A copy of the condi- 

tions established by the Royal Italian Government, then 

in Rome, which this Government has found acceptable, to 


make the Italian declaration effective, is enclosed for 
reference. 


To avoid possible misinterpretation of these condi- 
tions, I should point out that with reference to para- 
graph 5 the Allied forces reserve full transit rights 
through Rome, including railway, highway, and other 


related 


His Holiness 
Pius XII, 
State of the Vatican City 


related facilities required for such transit. Since, at 
the time of the declaration of Rome as an open city in 
August, the Royal Italian Government was still established 
there and the conditions, now accepted by this Government, 
did not anticipate its removal from the Italian capital, 
it is, of course, assumed that the Royal Italian Govern- 
ment will wish to reestablish itself in Rome. 


I can only hope that the tireless efforts of Your 
Holiness to spare Rome the devastation of modern warfare 
will prove as successful with the adversary. I shall await 
with sympathetic interest any information which your Holiness 
may in the future be able to communicate to me concerning 
the results of your approach to the German Government. 


Respectfully yours, 


Enclosure: 


Copy of conditions established by 
the Royal Italian Government 


Eu: JWd:JFF 
11/16-20/43 
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MILITARY RESERVATIONS IN RECOGNIZING ROME AS AN OPEN CITY 


A. That full transit rights through Rome are assured 
us, and, 


B. That the Germans agree that Rome may be used as the 
seat of the Italian Government, which would include 


the presence of the Allied Control Commission in 
the city. 


The term "transit rights” should include provision for 
staging sites, rest camps, and all other facilities as are 
_ required in connection with transit through the area. 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE MARCH 14, 1944 


STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 


Everyone knows the Nazi record on religion. Both 
at home and abroad, Hitler and his followers have waged 8 
ruthless war against the churches of all faiths. 

Now the German army has used the Holy City of Rome 
as a military center. No one could have been surprised by 
this -- it is only the latest of Hitler's many affronts to 
religion. It is a logical step in the Nazi policy of total 
war -- a policy which treats nothing as sacred. 

We on our side have made freedom of religion one of 
the principles for which we are fighting this war. We have 
tried scrupulously -- often at considerable sacrifice -- to 


spare religious and cultural monuments, and we shall continue 


to do so. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS MARCH 13, 19 lok 
No. 82 


In answer to inquiries at his press conference today con- 
cerning the remarks of His Holiness Pope Pius XII reported in 
this morning's press, Secretary of State Cordell Hull said: 


"I think we all understand that the Allied military 
authorities in Italy are dealing primarily with considerations 
of military necessity forced on them by the activities and 
attitude of the German military forces. Naturally, we are as 
much interested as any government or any individual in the 
preservation of religious shrines, historic structures and 
human lives. I am sure that our military people have that 
same view. It is my understanding that the Allied military 

authorities are pursuing a policy of avoiding damage to such 
’ ghrines and monuments to the extent humanly possible in 
modern warfare and in the circumstances which face then. 
If the Germans were not entrenched in these places or were 
they as interested as we are in protecting religious shrines 
and monuments and in preserving the lives of innocent 
civilians and refugees, no question would arise." 


* * * *K * 
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I understand that the Secretary of State 
has agreed with the Prime Minister that the Foreign 
Office should prepare pt Wie Pr Chiefs a 
Staff on this question PM A 


I submit a draft letter to peed Hollis. 


12th May, 1944. 


* wl 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


(Flag B) asking him to indicate how attacks on 


that serious tactical and technical difficulties 


Poe mse A) ee tee 
sinks iw eS 2) ~~ STE ati 2° 1 Sit Ang 


Please see Prime Minister's minute 
M 540/4 of May 10th about the Vatican plan for 
bringing food by sea for Rome and the Vatican 
City and about Allied air attacks on convoys of 
Vatican lorries bringing food to Rome by land. 


To take first of all the question of immunity 
from air attack for Vatican lorries bringing 
food to Rome by land, the position is that as 
the result of the Prime Minister's minute of 
May 7th in R 7353/G (Flag A) the Chiefs of Staff 
uae telegraphed to General Wilson Qon May 8th, 


these lorry convoys can best be avoided, and say— 
ing that it is of the highest importance that all 
possible steps, consistent with military 
necessity, should be taken to avoid such attacks. — 
General Wilson replied on May 9th (Flag C) 

that he had called for an investigation but 


are involved. We now await Generai Wilson's 
recommendations. 


As regards the @iOyGRQRetindiee Vatican plan 
for bringing @&e food by sea to Rome, the 
position is that the Chiefs of Staff expressed 
strong objections on military grounds to falling 
in with this plan. As the Prime Minister 
agreed with the Chiefs of Staff we wrote to 
the latter saying that as the Vatican proposal 
was addressed both to His Majesty's Government 


,certain amendments and toleernaes to Washington 


and to the United States Government, &a« 
|Gombined Anglo-American reply should be sent to 
the Vatican. We submitted to the Chiefs of 
Staff the terms of such a draft reply for appro- 
val by the Combgined Chiefs of Staff. The 
Chiefs of Staff accepted our draft subject to 


(Flag D). The J.S.M. replied (Flag B) saying 
that the matter ought to be taken up with the 
Embassy in Washington. We were just about to 

do this when further telegrams from Sir D. 
Osborne caused us to reconsider the matter 

and the Secretary of State sent a minute to the 
Prime Minister on April 29th (R 6544, Flag EF) 

in which he put up the political arguments in 
favour of accepting the Vatican plan in 
principle. On May 2nd the Prime Minister replied 
that "Rome must starve till free (Flag G). 

The question was discussed again by Sir 0. 
Sargent in a minute on May 5th when the Secretary 
of State expressed the opinion that sea arrange- 
ments are complicated and would in any event 

take long to arrange and that we should con- 
centrate on preventing attacks on Vatigan 

lorry convoys (Flag H). From his latest minutedtinw 
it is clear that the Prime Minister euiimeby 
feels that we should not enter into any 
arrangements with the Vatican which involve the 


Germans. t¢ Wendy whin wow Ie Vatican ina gie Wm fea. | 


Meanwhile the United States Chiefs of Staff 
have approved, subject to certain amendments, the | 
proposed draft Anglo-American reply 
on the Vatigan proposal to bring food to Rome by 
sea and slso agree that it would be advisable 
for the U.S. Government and H.M. Government to 
publish a statement describing the Vatican 


proposal/ 


- proposal and the replies, so that responsibility 
for denying food to the people of Rome may be 
placed on the Germans. I gather, however, 

. that Sir 0. Sargent is inclined to feel that it 
- would be, unwise to publish any statement on the 
subject. If that is the position we must so» 
inform the state Department and ask the Chiefs 
of Staff to telegraph ainda to the J.8S.M. 


The Department still feel;that whatever the 
- military considerations involved it would be 

politically advisabje to agfee in principle with 
the Vatican proposal@ even though it does involve 
coming to some arrangement with the Germans, 


unless we can count on the pending military opera- 


tions resulting in the capture of Rome in the 
near future. The population of Rome is now about 
2,000,000 and the amount of food which can be 
brought in by the Vatican lorries and the 

lorries at the disposal of the Rome municipality 
will not suffice to feed the whole population. 


As regards the Prime Minister's enquiry 
about the arrangements made to feed Rome when we . 
enter the City the facts are that reserves of 
food have been ear-marked in Naples for the 
feeding of Rome, that the necessary transport 
arrangements have been thought out, and that 
in the last resort there is a stock pile of 
90,000 tons of grain already shipped to the 
Meadierranean which can be drawn on to supplement 
e supplies already ear-marked in Naples. 
note by the War Office is attached. 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY. 


Li My own position is that we Sfetrl 

arrangements with the Vatican which involve the Germans. 
This would apply particularly to sea-borne traffic. On the 
other hand I think it very clumsy that our bombers should 


hit off the marked Vatican convoys between Ostia and. 


Rome. We should try to avoid the hours when they pass if 
possible. 

Le We cannot be tied up with convention involving the 
Germans. But it would be against our military interests 

to have a starving Kome on our hands when we entere [ 


must admit my views of 2.5. were affected by the Vatican 


ee 


a 


proges$ against the spiteful bombing of kk a convoy on the 
Ostia-Rome road. 

a, We hope the impending battle will clear up this 
lamentable position. J] hope arrangements have been made to 


have food well forward in the convoys in case we are 


successful. On this point you should consult the Chiefs of 


Job 


staff Committee. I should welcome a talk with you upon 


these matters. 


= 
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| ; : (3 May, 1944. 
You will recollect that following the 


Ras A | Prime Minister's minute No. M.511/4 of May 7th 


A.R.D. 


to my Secretary of State and to the Chiefs of 


V 
Brigadier General Staff Committee, about air attacks on Vatican 


Hollis. lorry convoys bringing food to Rome, and after 


consultation with the Foreign Office, the Chiefs 
0, of Staff despatched to General Wilson on May 8th 

(Peon aie A. a telegram, COSMED 104, to which General Wilson 

Cahora tabegeye) sent an interim reply on May 9th (F 43711). 

Wy : Qn May 10th the Prime Minister discussed 
again with Mr. Eden the whole question of food 
supplies for the population of Rome and the 
Vatican City. They took the view that it would 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


not be feasible to accept the Vatican project 
for binging food to Rome by sea in ships flying 
the Vatican flag, but that, since it would be 
against our military interests to have a 
starving Rome on our hands when our forces 
cooun™ the city, every possible step should | 
be taken to secure immunity from air attack 


for the convoys of Vatican lorries bringing 
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food to Rome. The population of the city, 
numbering some 2,000,000, now depends entirely 
for supplies of food on the Vatiean lorry convoys 
and on some lorries belonging to the Rome 
Municipality. Food brought in by these lorries 
can hardly suffice to feed tng) population of 

Rome and of the Vatican City, and if these bint. 
supplies were cut off, Rome would starve 
completely. In these circumstances, the Prime 


Minister and) Secretary of State . that 
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should be made to ensure that the Liorry convoys 


are not attacked. 
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(Previous Reference: C.0.S.(44) 146th Meeting ada! imate 43) 


THE COMMITTEE took note of a telegram™ from General Wilson 
reporting that he had called for an investigation of the methods 
of preventing Vatican convoys being attacked, and would forward 
his recommendations. 


x MEDCOS 105 
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- THE COMMITHE considered a telegram™ from General Wilson 
regarding the instructions which he suggested should be signed if Veto 
convoys carrying food supplies for Rome were to be afforded 
reasonable protection from attack by Allied aircraft. 


It was agreed that there was nothing more General Wilson 
could do without undue interference with military operations, 


THE COMMITTER: — 
Instructed the Secretary to writetto the Forcign 


Office inviting them to pass Gencral Wilson's 
recommendations to the Vatican, 
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Copy of a letter (COS. 3807/4) dated 13th May 194) 
from the Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee, to 


the Foreign Office 


The Chiefs of Staff at their mecting this morning, 
considered MEDCOS 106 from General Wilson, in which he 
lays down the instructions which he thinxs should be 
issued for the regulation of Vatican convoys in order: 
to ensure that they are afforded a reasonable degree of 
immunity from attacks by Allied aircraft. 


The Chiefs of Staff feel that General Wilson's 
recommendations represent the most that he can do with 
out the risk of-undue interference with his operationse 
They suggest that, if the Foreign Office agree, General . 
Wilson's recommendations should be passed to 
Sir D'Arcy Osborne for transmission to tie Vatican. 
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Following for General Wilson from Chiefs of Staff. 
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_ State Department has raised question of declaring _ 
Rome an open city subject to reservation of transit rights 
for both belligerents, _ 


- Foreign Office have suggested that three courses seem 
GON We ee 7 te 


- 


(a) Maintain our objections on military grounds. 


(b) Abandon our objections and agree to negotiate some . 
arrangement subject to the reservation of transit 
rights for both belligerents.. The term “transit 
rights" would be as defined by General Eisenhower 
last November to include provision for staging 
sites, rest camps, and all other facilities as are 
required in connection with transit through the 
la¢line to come to any arrangement for declarin 
Rome an Open city, but to issue combined Anglo- 
Wnerican statement, making it clear that Allies 
lave Only taken and will-@ily take military actian 
vaich might endanger Rome insofar as the Germans use 
the city for their military purposes, and that as 
the Germans have de@lared Rome an open city, it has 
nothing to fear from us so long as the Germans 
comtinue to. treat it as such. 

By accepting 2to) use of transit facilities would bo 

nied to you when you reach Rome, By altering text however 
ad “making it clear that Allies have only taken and 


/will only 
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will only take military action against Rome insofar as tho 
Germans use the rigs for their military purposes", our 
ee use Of the city would be less liable to counter 
charge. — 


4. If you require ONLY transit facilities through Rome 
we could accept course 2(b).. ) 


Oo. if you require additional military requirements other 
than transit facilities in Rome course 2(a) only remains. 


6. Request your views urgently and that these should 
be given in full so that we can inform Washington. 


7. %&In framing your reply will you consider possibility 
» of approving issue of public statement which would have 


political value without forfeiting any of your essential 
military requirements. 
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reported to his 
States Legation on 


between Vatican and Germans 


and Neo-Fascists including the arrest of a Dutch | 
priest on the stairs of Santa Maria Maggiore. 
‘Interest in the "open city" question. 
Food situation is bad. . 
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Itali: ‘sported confidentially te his Gevernnent 
hrough ‘the United States Legation here as follows: 


Italian Charge d'affaires to Holy See reperts recurring 
incidents between the Vatican and me Germans and Neo-Faschst 
May Ist ef a Dutch priest on the 

eh er Bellowed Shel irruption of Neo-Fascist pelice 


terial building and subsequent pretest by 


‘Ttaldan Reyalist Chargé d‘Affaires confirms widespread 
easiness B Reme and intensifed surveillance. Interest in 
open city" question is still streng and it is hinted 

at the situation might bring abeut revision of statute ef 
the Vatican City. 


Feed situation is still bad and attempts of the Hely See 
te secure improvement seem to meet with great difficulties. 
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ROME AN OPEN CITy 


Copy of letter dated 13th May, 1944 from the 
Foreign Office a: the Secretary, Chief's or 
=] SO 


MMNLEGEE . . 
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1, enolgss the ed of three letters dated 8th 
May? 12th May’, 13th May” from the United States 
Ambassador na "Mr. Eden about the possibility of 
declaring Rome an open city. 


You will see that the enclosures to the letter 
of Leth May? Clear up the mystery about the reference 
in the last sentence of the letter of 8th May*™ to a 
discussion between the President and the British Chiefs 
of Staff at the Teheran Conference, Presumably there 
was only some cursory discussion on this question at 
Teheran, and that no note was made of the matter, 


In view of the fact that the State Department 
are arxious to have the earliest possible views of 
His Majesty's Government on this question, particularly 
having regard to the offensive in Italy, we snould be 
erateful if the Chiefs: of Staff would consider this 
matter at the earliest possible date, 
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views of the Foreign Office 
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Offices of the War Cabinet, 
S.Waole 


14TH MAY, 1944, 


let you have the considered 
on this matter very shortly. 
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ANNEX ny 


Co opy of a letter dated sth Ma from the United States 
Ambassador to the ‘Secretary of State for Foreign Attra airs. 


Dear Mr, Eden, 


The Department of State has cabled me that the question 
of the preservation of Rome has been raised with my Government 
recently by the Spanish and Irish Governments by numerous 
appeals from the Catholic hierarchy in South and Central America, 
and Australia, and is kept constantly before the Department 
by the Holy See and the Apostolic Delegate, 


The Spanish Government's recent offer to act as 
intermediary with the German Government to Spare Rome the 
consequences of war was, together with a communication from the 
Holy See on the same subject, referred on March 27th to 
Admiral Leahy and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 


On 8th April General Marshall replied in the following 
sense; on the grounds of military consideration as indicated 
in a letter of March 9th from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the. 
British have constantly objected to making Rome an open city. 

The United States Joint Chiefs of Staff would welcome an 
opportunity to examine any proposal for the preservation of 
Rome from damage, or at least placing on the Germans the . 
responsibility therefor, which General Wilson or the Britisn 
Chiefs of Staff might put forward, Should the British chenge 
their attitude in view of recent develorments. The United 
Stetées Joint Chiefs of Staff know of no military reason why 
the question on the political side should not be taken up 
with the British Government however, although they do not 
feel justified on military grounds in reopening at this time 
the question with the British military authorities. 


I have been asked to inform you of the concern of my 
Government and of a large group of Americans for the 
preservation of the monumental city of Rome. I have also 
been asked to aoquaint you with the willingness of our military 
authorities to examine any proposal which the British military 
authorities might put forward looking to an agreement for the 
demilitarization of Rome and the recognition of Rome as an open 
CLty. It is my Government's earnest hope that some means may 
be found to save Rome from further damage or at least, if that 
is not possible, to place squarely on the Germans the 
responsibility for further destruction, The Department 
Suggests that a possible solution may be that which the 
President discussed with the British Chiefs of Staff in Tehran 
last. December, 


Sincerely, 


(Signed) JOHN G, WINANT 


Vy 


ANNEX IT 
of letter dated 12th May, 194 from the 
United States Ambassador to the Secretary of State 


for Foreign A fairs 


at) 


Dear Mr. Hden:, 


You will remember that on the 8th May™ L wrote | 
you at the request of the Devartment of State regarding 
the question,of the preservation of Rome. L enclose 
a memorandum containing some material which was left 
with us by Mr. Stettinius' delegation and which I hope 
you will find useful in considering this matter. 


Sincerely, 
(Signed) JOHN G. WINANT 
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ANNEX III 
Copy of a Memorandum left by Mr, Stettinius' Delegation 


"OPEN CITY" STATUS OF ROME 


The Department is fully aware of the position of Rome 
in the Catholic world, and indeed in the entire Christian 
world, and the unfortunate repercussions which would result 
from the destruction of a’ considerable portion of the city 
as a result of Allied military operations in which American 
forees participated. In addition to the Roman Catholic 
population in the United States, particular consideration 
must be given to thepopulations - oF Spain and of the Central 
and South American Republics. It is realized that the 
property of the Holy See is not confined to Vatican City 
and that its concern extends to all of Rome, filled with 
churches and religious institutions and monuments, Consistent 
with military necessity, it has been the Department's polioy 
to attempt to preserve Rome from destruction to the extent 
possible, 


The Holy See undertook on its own initiative as early as 
December 1942 to obtain the removal of the principle 
military objects from Rome in order to diminish the 
possibility of an air attack. As a result it obtained 
written assurances from the Italian Government (then the 
Facist regime) that Mussolini and the Italian and German 
Military Headquarters would be transferred from Rome. 
Satisfactory evidence that these transfers were made was 
never obtained. 


After the first bombing of Rome's railroad yards in | 
July 1943 and the fall of Mussolini in the same month, the 
Italian Government of Marshal Badoglio approached this 
Government through the Vatican to ascertain Allied conditions 
for recognizing Rome as an open city. It was agreed 
here that this Government should not undertake to specify 
those conditions and the onpy reply that was made to the 
Vatican (on 8th August 1943) was to the effect that 
"in accordance with the accepted principles of international 
law and of pertinent international agreements, there is 
nothing to orevert the Italian Government from undertaking 
unilaterally to declare Rome an open city". As a result 
of this reply, the Italian Government declared Rome an 
open city on lyth August, 1943. Subsequently, the Italian 
Government submitted through the Vatican the steps which it 
was undertaking to make effective its declaration, | 
Neither this. Government nor the British Government have 
recognized Rome as an open city. 


In October 194.4 the question of recognizing Rome as an 
open city again came under active oonsideration by the 
Allied military authorities and the British and American 
Governments. . The Secretary addressed a memorandum to the 
President at that time pointing out the considcrations, other 
than military, involved in the possible destruction of 
Rome and suggesting that serious consideration be given to 
the public attitude on this question. The Combined Chicf= — 
of-Staff requested the views of General HKisenhower who replied 
in November that, so far as military considerations were 
concerned, he did not consider it desirablo or necessary to 
recognize Rome as an open city; that, however, if for 
political reasons it were considered csscntial, certain rights 
must be reserved, ae POURED E ope transit rights through 
Rome (General Zisenhower' servations arc attached).™ 


In continuing its cfforts to spare Rome to the extent 
possible the devastation resulting from military operations, 
and in the event that an agreement could not be reached, to > 
place the burden of refusal upon the Germans, the Department 
submitted to the President in November a a proposed letter to 
the Pope rccognizing the open city status of Rome in the 
general basis of the conditions outlined by the Italian 
Government in August 19/43. This proposal incorporated 
in a satisfactory manner Gencral Eisenhower's rescrvations. | 
The President considered this proposal and the draft letter 
to the Pope during the Tehran VONEBPONGSs and on 7th December 
replied, “After discussing this matter with the British 
military authoritics, ™ consider it inadvisable to reopen 
the question at this time." He returned the letter to the 
Department unsigned. While the letter did not go forward, 

a copy” is enclosed for reference as an indication of the 
Department ' S position at that time. 


In February 19444 the Vatican again raised the question 
of the open city status of Rome, When the question was 
referred to the President, he said, "I think there has been 
no change in the situation. Anything that is done should 
come after consultation with the military authoritics, 
British and American, in Italy." Subsequently, on 26th February, . 
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the ere Secretary informed. Admiral Leahy of the 
Vatican note and the President's comments. It was. 
suggested to the Admiral that the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff — 
might consider it an appropriate time to re-examine the 
"open city” question with: a view to arriving at a formula 
satisfactory to both the political and military requirements 
of this country. Admiral Leahy replied on 9th March that 
the United States’ Joint Chiefs-of-Staff had previously 
advocated an agreement for the demilitarization of Rome. 
"However, in view of constant British opposition to any 
such proposal and the appointment of a British Commander 
for this area, the Joint Chiefseof-Staff are of the 
opinion that the present is not an auspicious time to 
reopen discussions on this subject, unless the British 
indicate a change in their attitude and express a desire 
for such reopening." 


Should the British be willing to reconsider this 
question, we believe that the formula outlined in the 
Secretary's letter of 2lst November™ to the President and 
the enclosure*t to. the Pope (copies attached) would most 
satisfactorily meet our requirements, 


Copies of the Secretary's” and. President 's statements 
to the Press, on the preservation of Rome's religious and 
historical monuments, of 14th ant lyth March respectively 
are likeWise attached for reference. 
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ry of letter dated Ast November 19 
r, C ell Hull to the Preside 


My dear Mr’. President, 


With reference to Mr. Stettinius’ recent conversations 
With you concerning the open city stxtus of Rome, we have 
been informed that General Hisenhower has recently 
submitted his recommendations to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
For important considerations other than military, it is 
desirable that this Government make a sincere effort to spare 
Rome to the extent possible the devastation resulting 
from modern military operations and, in the event an 
agreement cannot be reached, of placing the burden of refusal 
upon the Germans. 


Consequently, I am submitting a draft letter™ to the 
Pope, for your signature if you approve, recognizing 
the open city status of Rome on the general basis of the 
conditions outlined by the Italian Government in August 
laste In gonsidering the communication to the Pope, the 
War Department suggests that you may wish to consult with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff to insure that the military as 
“well as the political aspects of the problem are fully 
examined. The draft communication incorporates, in a 
satisfactory manner we believe, General Eisenhower's 
reservations. 

Faithfully yours, 


(Signed) CORDELL HULL 


x Annex V 


Copy of Draft letter to the Pope 


Your Holiness: 


l refer to your letter of 20th July and to subsequent 
communications from His Eminence, the Cardinal Secretary 
of State, sent through the American Charge d'Affaires 
and the Apostolic Delegate concerning the recognition of 
Rome aS an open city. as Your Holiness is aware, I have 
shared your deep concern for the safety of our common 
religious and cultural heritage in Rome and have continued 
to give the problem of its preservation my earnest thought 
and attention. The unilateral declaration of the Royal 
Italian Government on 14th August and the subsequent steps 
taken by it to make the declaration effective have likewise 
received the careful consideration of the highest 
authorities of the United States Government. 


1 now have the pleasure of informing Your Holiness 
that the decision has been reached to recognize Rome as an 
open city on the basis of the August declaration of the 
Royal Italian Governmert and the subsequent effcctive 
conditions, notificd through the Holy Sec, provided the 
German Government will accord its recognition of Rome as 
ani open city on a similar basis. i, COp of the conditions 
established by the Royal Italian Government, then in Rome, 
which this Government has found omcceptable, to make the 
Italian declaration effective, is enclosed for reference. 


| To avoid possible misinterpretation of these conditions, 
I should point out that with reference to paragraph 5 the 
Allied forges reserve full transit rights through Rome, 
including Pailway, highway, and other rclated facilities 
required for such transit. Since, at the time of the declaration 
of Rome as an open city in August, the Royal Italian | 
Government was Still established there and the conditions, now 
accepted by this Government, cid not anticipate its removal 
from the Italian capital, it is, of course, assumed that the 
Royal Italian Government will wish to re-establish itself 

in Rome, 


x Not available, 
iia 


I cari only hope that the tireless efforts of Your 
Holiness to spare Rome the devastation of modern warfare — 
will prove as sudcessful with the adversarys I shall await 
with sympathetic interest any information which your Holiness 
may in the future be able to communicate to me condéerning 
the results of your approach to the German Government. 


Respegtfully yOUrs . 


Military Reservations in Recognizing Rome _as_ an 
, Open City 


A. That full transit rights through Rome are assured 
US +, and , | | 


Be That the Germans agree that Rome may be used as the 
seat of the Italian Government, which would include 
the presence of the Allied Control Commission in the 
city. | 


The term "transit rights" should include provision 
for staging sites, rest camps, and all other facilities as are 
required in connection with transit through the area. 


—s- —— — — 


ANNEX _ VII 


Gopy of Statement to the Press by 
Mr. Cordell Hull on 15th March, 1944 


In answer to inquiries at his press conference today 
concerning the remarks of His Holiness Pope Pius XII reported in 
this morning's press, Secretary of State Cordell Hull said: 


"T think we all understand that the Allied military 
authorities in Italy are dealing primarily with ‘considerations of 
military necessity forced on them by the activities and attitude 
of the German military forces. Naturally, we are &@s much 
interested as any government or any individual in the preservation 
of religious shrines, historic structures and human lives. I am 
sure that our military people have that same view. It is: my 
understanding that the Allied military authorities are pursuing 4 
policy of avoiding damage to such shrines and monuments to the 
extent humanly possible in modern warfare and in the circumstances 
which face them. If the Germans were not entrenched in these 
places or were they as interested as we are in protecting 
religious shrines and monuments and in preserving the lives of 
innocent civilians and refugees, no question would arise".. 


. ANNEX VIII 


Copy: of Statement to the Press by the 
~ President on 14th March, 1944 — 


Everyone knows the Nazi record on religion. Both at home 
and abroad, Hitler and his followers Raye waged 2 ruthless war 
against the churches of all faiths. 


Now the German army has used the Holy City of Rome &s a 
military center. No one could have been ree ane by this = it 
is only the latest of Hitler's many affronts to religion. It is 
& logical step in the Nazi policy of total war - a policy which 
treats nothing as sacred: 


We on our side have made freedom. of religion one of the 
principles for which we are fighting this.war. We have tried 
scrupulously - often at considerable sacrifice - to spare 
religious and cultural monuments, and we shall continue to do so, 


ANNEX _IX 


Copy _of letter dated 13th May, 1944, fro 
the United States Ambassador to the 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


= 


| 


Dear Mr. Eden, 


With reference to my letters of May 8th® ana May 12th* 
regarding possible measures for the preservation of Rome, the 
Department of State has cabled me that it is most anxious to 
obtain at the earliest possible moment the reaction of the British 
Government to this question. It mentions that the Allied 
offensive in Italy which was announced in yesterday afternoon's 
communigue from Naples makes this a metter of exceeding urgency. 


The Department informs me that the most important recent 
development that has arisen was a proposal made on May Sth to ny 
Government by the Spanish Ambassador who, under instructions from 
his Government, said that the Spanish Government would be willing 
to be of service in making arrangements for the safety of Rome if 
the United States would indicate what it is that the Germans 
would be required to do in order. to place Rome in a4 situation 
which would be satisfactory to the Allied military authorities. 
The Spanish Ambassador said also that should the appointment of a 
Commission for the protection of Rome be acceptable to the United 
States, the Spanish Government would be happy to see it organized 
with the participation of the Holy See. Presumably a similar 
proposal has been made to the Spanish Government by the British 
Government. 


g Annex I 
*% Annex IT. 
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The proposal of the Spanish Government was 
forwarded to the United States Joint Chiefs-of-Staff 
who are now giving it consideration. 


The Department has. been advised informally that 
the United States Joint Chiefs-of-Staff see no 
imperative military reason why & proposal could not be 
considered to decdarge Rome an Open City with a 
reservation of transit rights for both sides... The 
Department naturally has no means of knowing whether 
Germany would agree to such @ proposal, but should the 
Germans reject it, the responsibility would be placed 
squarely on Germany for further destruction in Rome, 


‘The Department hopes that you will be able to give 
this question the earliest possible consideration and 
it has asked me to telegraph your Views and comments. 


Sincerely, 


(Signed) JOHN G. WINANT. 


THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOYER 


“@ The circulation of this paper has been strictly limited. 
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(Reference: COS(44)423(0) 


Copy of a Letter dated 14th May, 1944 from 


—EeeEeE————E—— 


Sir Alexander Cadogan to the Secretar: 
Chiefs of Start Committee. 


ot. 


ee 


AS the Chiefs of Staff Secretariat were informed 
yesterdayt the United States*Government have now raised 
once again, through their Ambassador in London, the question 
of declaring Rome an open city. Three Letters on the subject 

have boon received from Mr. Winant and copies were sent 
yesterday to the Chiefs of Staff Secretariat. From these 
letters it would appear that the State Department are anxious 
that Rome should be declared an open city subject to a 
reservation of transit rights for both bellirerents and that 
the United States Chiefs of Staff are prepared to agree to 

an arrangement on these lines as being compatible with 
military requirements, 


i in these circumstances tien courses of action seem 
open to us:= | 


(a) To maintain our objections on military grounds to 
the declaration of Rome as an open city, to make 
no public statement on the subject and to send no 
reply to the appears usde by the Vatican and the 
Spanish Government. (Incidentally, we have had no 
approach from the Spanish Government this month such 
as that which has been made to the United States 
Government = see paragraph 2 of Mr. Winant's letter 
of the 13th May. } 


(b) To abandon our objections to the declaration of 
Rome as an open city and to agree to the negotiation 
of some arrangement subdject to the reservation of 
transit rights for both belligerents on the lines 
Suggested in one of the enclosures to Mr. Winant's 
letter of the 12th May4 The unilateral 


+ COS(44)423(0) 
Xx Annex VI to C0S(44)423(0) 
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declaration made by the Italian Government in 
August last would no longer seem entirely suitable 
as a basis for an arrangement at this stage, 


(c) To decline to come to any arrangement for the 
declaration of Rome as an open city, but to 
issue a combined inglowimerican statement' which, 
on the lines of Sir D'Arcy Osborne’s telegram 
No. 312, would make it clear that the Allies 
have only taken and Will only take military 
action which might endanger Rome insofar as the 
Germans make use of the city for their own military 
purposes, and that as the Germans have now declared 
Rome an open city, it has nothing to fear from us 
so long as the Germans continue to treat it as such, 
This would achieve the object of placing the | 
responsibility for any damage to Rome squarely on 
the Germans, 


Oe Since it is clear from the correspondence ending with 
your letter to Sargent of the 20th April? on this question 
that the Chiefs of Staff are still opposed to the declaration 
of Rome as an open city on any terms, course (c) would 

appear to be the easiest way out of the difficulty. 


hae We should be grateful if the Chiefs of Staff would 
consider this question arcain as a matter of urgency, having 
regard to the desire of the United States Government to 

learn the views of His Majesty' Ss Government as soon as 
possible. If they concur in the adoption of course (oc), 

we should be grateful if they coulc at the same time restate 
the objections on military grounds to the declaration of Rome 
as an open city subject to the reservation of transit rights 
to both belligerents in order that a suitable reply may be 
returned to the United States Government on this point. 
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le: DECLARATION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY 
(Previous eference: C.0.S. (i) 129th Meeting (0), Minute 2) 


THE COMMITTER BE crepe them + 


(a) 0.0.9, (U4) 423 (0) - a letter from 
the Foreign Office drawing the 
attention of the Chiefs of Staff 
to certain letters which had been 
sent by the U.S. Ambassador to the 
Foreign Secretary, about the 
possibility of ca anita Rome an 
open city; 


(bd) C.0.8.(44) beh (0) - a further letter 
from the Foreign Office, reporting 
that the State Department appeared 
to be anxious that Rome should be 
declared an open city, subject to 
the reservation of transit rights 
for both belligerents, and setting 
out three possible courses of action. 


LIKUT.-GENERAL NYE recalled that in considering this 
question we had hitherto obtsaincd the views of the local 
Commanders and that these had been supported by the Chiefs 
Or Stare. The Supreme Allied Commander had held 
that we could not afford to limit in any way the uses to 
which we might wish to put the facilities of Rome when we 
ourselves should be in possession of the city. in tre. 
latest U.S. proposal it was suggested that we should retain 
only the right of transit: he was not prepared to accede 
to the American request without first obtaining the views 
of the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean Theatre, who 
might well be counting upon obtaining other facilities, such 
as accommodation, after we had captured Rome. 


Lieut.-General Nye circulated a draft telegram to 
General Wilson in the above sense, 


SIR DOUGLAS EVILL said that we would require a much 
clearer definition of what was intended by “transit facilities", 
For example, was it intended by this pnrase that the marshalling 
yards lying just outside the boundaries of the city could be 
used by either side without danger of attack from the other? 


LIEUT-GENERaL NYE agreed that this point would require 
clarification, 


Referring next to the three possible courses of action, 
he pointed out that if we adopted course (c), and then 
ourselves later made use of the transit facilities of Rom, 
the enemy would be free to bomb the city. 


/3 4. 


Sir Douglas Evill said that the position appeared. to 
be that, while we could if we wished refrain from attacking Rome 
now, after we had captured it we should be forced to make 
use of its communications ourselves, He suggested that by a 
Slight amendment to the wording of course (c) our 
' Subsequent use of the city would be less liable to 4 counter=- 


charge that by doing so we were endangering its monuments Ae 
and the lives of the population, 


THE COMMITTEE: - 


Approved the draft telegram, as amended 
in dieeussion, and ins tructed the 
pecretary to arrange for its despatch, p 
and to inform-the Foreign Office of the 
action which had been taken, 
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FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME 
(Reference COS(44) 156th Meeting (0) Minute 5) 


Copy of a peiter dated 14%b May, 1944 from 
Sir jlexander Cadogan to the Secretary, 
Chiefs of Staff Committee 


é 


x x 


Please refer to MEDCOS 106 of the léth May, regarding Vatican 
food convoys to Rome anc to Barle's letter to Howard COS 807/4 
of the 135th May’. 


De Though General Wilson refers to the political situation 
created by attacks on Vatican convoys as somewhat delicate, you 

will see from my letter of the 15th May that what the Prime Minister 
and my Secretary of State are chiefly concerned about is the 
disadvantage, from the military point of view, of having a starving 
Rome on our hands when our forces occupy the city, and we fear 

that we Shall not achieve our objective if we insist on conditions 
which the Vatican will almost certainly be unable to fulfil. 


Oe While, therefore, we realise that General Wilson cannot 
guarantee absolute immunity and are prepared to offer the Vatican 
the alternative of afforcing every reasonable protection 
consistent with military necessity, we feel that if the scheme 

is to be carried out Osborne should be authorised to sybmit 
mocified conditions on the lines of the enclosed draft. 

The mocifications are concerned with the following points:- 


(1) Number of lorries. We have not enough information to 
judge whether 30 lorries per week is adequate and we 
think that Osborne should be allowed some latitude here. 


(2) German motor transport to be kept off the route agreed 
for Vatican convoys. The Vatican will clearly have 
to negotiate with the Germans to obtain an assurance on 
this point and if delay ensued the value of the whole 
scheme might be jeopardised. 


(3) Prior notice of movements of convoys. We think that 
one week is too long in view of the urgency of the 
Situation at any rate as regards the first convoy. 


gp Annex III to C.0.8.(44) 156th Meeting (0) 
+ innex [I 
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4. I should be grateful to learn urgently whether the 
Chiefs of Staff agree to the draft — to. 
Sir D'Arcy Osborne. 


Se I am afraid I do not understand the last paragraph of 
MEDCOS 106. Is it intended to suggest that two thirds of 
the lorries in the Vatican convoy were not Vatican lorries 
but German motor transport carrying military supplies 
without the Papal recognition marks which the Vatican lorries 
carry or simply that the lorries in the Vatican convoy 
were of German make and camouflaged in German fashion but 
bearing Papal recognition marks? If the latter it is not 
improbable that the Vatican lorries have been acquired 
from the Germans and that they helped to camouflage them, 
In any case it woulc seem clear that it is possible to 
identify lorries pretty accurately from the air and therefore 
to refrain from attacking those bearing Papal recognition 
marks travelling along a previously notified route at a 
Stated time. 

x x x 


Offices. of the War Cabinet, 


| S eV el. 
14TH MAY, 1944. 


Copy of a letter dated 13th May, 1944 from 
Sir Alexander Cadogan to the Secretary 
Chiefs of Staff Committee 


xX x x Xx 


You will recollect that following the Prime Minister's minute 
No. Me-511/4 of the 7th May to my Secretary of State and to the 
Chiefs of Staff Committee, about air attacks on Vatican lorry 
convoys bringing food to Rome, and after consultation with the 
Foreign Office, the Chiefs of Staff despatched to General Wilson 
on the 8th May a telegram, COSMED 104, to which General Wilson 
sent an interim reply on the 9th May (F 43711). 


On the lOth May the Prime Minister discussed again with 
Mr. Edeu the whcle question of food supplies for the population 
of Rome and the Vatican City. They took. the view that it would 
not be feasible to accept the Vatican project for bringing food 
-%O Rome by sea in ships flying the Vatican flag, but that, since 
it woulc be against our military interests to have a starving 
Rome. on our hanas when our forces occupy tue city, every possible 
step should be taken to secure immunity from air attack for the 
convoys of Vatican lorries bringing food to Rome.: ‘The population 
of the city, numbering some 2,000,000, now depends entirely for 
Supplies of food on the Vatican lorry convoys and on some lorries 
belonging to the Rome Municipality. Food brought in by these 
lorries scan hardly suffice to feed the whole population of Rome 
anda of the Vatican Gity, anc if these limited supplies were cut off, 
Rome- would starve completely. In these circumstances, the 
Prime Minister and my Secretary of State feel that every possible 
effort should be made to ensure that the Vatican lorry convoys 
are not attacked, 


A copy of this letter is being sent to the Private Secretary 
at Noe 10. 


x x x Xx 


+ Circulated under cover of Secretary's Minute 
C2:0.S. 751/4 dated 7th May. 


ANNEX II 


ee 


Your telegram No.2c74 Loft clst April: protection of Vatican 
lorries/. 


The matter has been most carefully considered anda although no 
formal guarantees of absolute immunity can be given, allied military 
authorities are pr pared to aiford every rcasonable protection 
consistent with military necessity, subject to the following 
conditions being observed: 


a 


(a) One convoy of not more than 50 lorries to be 
permitted per week unless Vatican show good 
reason for exceeding this number. 


(b) Prior notice, as specified below, to be given to 
AeFeH-Qe Of the number of lorries in ¢ach convoy... 


(c) Lorries to bear distinctive markings which mst 
be notified to /.FH.Q. 


(a). A time-table to be drawn up in advance and strictly 
7 adhered to. 


(e) The route to be notified ana Strictly followed. 


Se Notice of numbers, markings, time-tables and route 
required under paragraph 1 above should reach A.FeH.Q., if 
possible, one week prior to movement of any convoy but if you 
feel that it is essential for Vatican purposes this period 
may be reducec to four days but not less. All necessary 
particulars should be telegraphed-to me MOST IMMEDIATE. 


Oe You should make it clear to Vatican that any attempt by 
the German authorities to take advantage of the special 
treatment which we are prepared to afford to Vatican convoys, 
@eg. by sending military transport along the same route at 
the same time will clearly jeopardise safety of Vatican 
lorries. We must leave it to Vatican to represent this 

to Germans. . 


FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME 2, 
C.0.8.(Ue) 425 (0) 
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Minute 5). 4 
ieee | 


: THE COMMITTEE had before them ajletter from the. Foreign | 
Office, commenting on the conditions which General Wilson had 
laid down to cover the movement of Vatican convoys containing 
food: for Rome, and which had been supported by the Chiefs. of 
Staff at their previous discussion™ on the above subject, 

The Foreign Office considered that General Wilson's conditions 
Should be modified slightly in order to permit more latitude 
to the Vatican authorities in making their arrangements, 


SIR DOUGLAS EVILL agreed that insistence upon receipt of 
notice of the intention to move a convoy one week before the 
due date was probably excessive, and that four days should be 


sufficient to allow pilots to be briefed et « - He 


Suggested that the draft telegram to Sir # ey OSborne at 
~AnnexSII to C.0.S.(44) 425 (0) should be accepted, subject to 
certain clarifying amendments, 


THE COMMIT TER: - 


Approved the draft telegram to HM. Ambassador 

' ~to the Vatican, subject to the amendnents 
agreed in discussion, and instructed the | 
Secretary to inform/ the Foreign Office 
accordingly. | 


# C.0.S.(44) 156th Meeting (0), Minute 5 
Annex [I 
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PROTECTION OF VATICAN CONVOYS 


Copy of a Minute dated 15th May 1944 from — ce ) 
The Secretary to the Foreign Office wi 


The Chiefs of Staff have considered the draft telegram 
to:-Sir D. Osborne enclosed with your letter No. R. 7615/1240/57 
of luth May 1944, They have one or two amendments to suggest. 
i. copy of the telegrom,* with the amendments suggested by the 
Chiefs of Staff, is attached herewith. 


% sppendix 
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iPPENDIX TO ANNEX I 


Draft. Telegram 


Your telegram No. 274 fof 21st April: protection of 
Vatican lorrics/, 7 


The matter has been most carefully considered and 
although no guerantee of immunity can be given, allied military 
authorities are prepered to afford every reasonable protection 
consistent with military necessity, subject to the following 
conditions being observed:- 


(a) Convoys not to exceed 30 lorries end to be clearly 
markcd as in (ad) below end to be kept absolutcly clear 
of enemy traffic. | 


(b),Not more than one convoy to be permitted per week unless 
Vatican show good reason for exceeding this number. 


(c) Prior notice, as specified below, to be given to A, F.H.Q, 
of the number of lorries in each convoy. 


(da) Lorries to bear distinctive markings which must be 
notified to AF, H, Q: 


(e) & timetable to be drawn up in advance and strictly 
adnered to. | 


(f) The route to be notified and strictly followed 


rode Notice of numbers, markings, timetables and route 
required under paragraph 1 above shovld reach A,F.H.Q., if 
possible, one week prior to movement of any convoy, but you 
should make it clear to the Vaticen that any less notice than 
this makes it uncertain that pilots can be properly briefed. 
All neccssary particulars Should be telegraphed to me MOST 

. IMMEDIATE. 


56 - You should make it clear to Vatican that any attempt by 
the German authoritics to take advantage of the special 
treatment which we are prepared to afford to Vatican convoys, 
€.f by sending military transport along the same route at the 
same time, will clearly jeopardise safety of Vatican lorries. 
We must leave it to Vatican to represent this to Germans. 
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THE COMMITTEE considered a Minute by the Secretary, fi 4, é 
circulated personally to erch Chief of Staff, covering a : ‘Af 
Minute*by the Prime Minister addressed to the Foreign ' ae 
secretary and the Chiefs of Staff Committce, The Prine )yS 
Minister drew attention to two telegramst from Sir D'Arcy 
Osborne in which he reported that the Vatican had protested 
apainst the attack on a convoy of Vatican lorries carrying food 
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for Rome, The Prime Minister considered that it would be 
an advantage for there to be a certain amount of food in. 
Rome, and that instructions should be given to the © 
military authorities that convoys travelling on a specific 
route at a specified time should not be bombed, 


: SIR DOUGLAS EVILL said that it was a mistake to 
believe that deliberate attacks were being made upon 
Vatican convoys. The Vatican gave practically no notice 
. of the times when their convoys would be travelling, or 
of the route they would follow, and M.A.A.F. had practically 
no time to issue the necessary instructions to the 
operational units, This meant that the airmen had to 
depend on visual recognition,and the problem of picking out 
‘sparticular lorries on a route which was probably used at the 
same time by German military traffic was an extremely 
difficult one. There was, moreover, nothing to prevent 
the Germans painting their lorries with Vatican colours 
as soon as they realised that they would thus enjoy 
immunity. 


| In the particular case to which the Vatican 

had, drawn our attention, the timing for the return had 
been changed at the very last moment. Nevertheless 
he suggested that a telegram should be sent to Generar 
Wilson drawing his attention to the incident and stressing 
the importance that the Chiefs of Staff attached to the 
avoidance, as far as possible, of attacks on Vatican convoys 
conveying food to Rome. He circulated a draft reply to 
the Prime Minister together with the draft of a telegram 

to. General Wilson in the above sense. : 


ee 


THE COMMITT22: = 


(a) Approved the draft telegram to the 
Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean 
Theatre and, subject to the concurrence 
of the Foreign Office, instructed the 
secretary to despatch 1t.7 


(b) Approved the draft Minute and instructed 
the Secretary to submit it® to the Prime 
Minister, | | 


p Subsequently sent as COSMED 104, 
- & Annex III 
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_ ANNEX III 


Copy of a Minute da te a. 8th May, 19W, to the Prime Minister 
| | Susan Motel f Genera: Tsma | 


: With reference to your Minute at Flag nant the ‘Chiefs 
of Staff entirely agree. that all possible steps, 
consistent with military necessity, should be taken to 


avoid attacking Vatican convoys carrying food to Rome « 


The problem is, however, a difficult ONE « 


2e AS you know, the current operations of the Tactical 
Air Forces in Italy are directed to the prevention of rail, 
road, and sea communications as affecting the flow of 
supplies to the cnemics' line. General Wilson has already 
stated (in a signal to the Air Ministry on this subject), 
that owing to tho impossibility of identifying Vatican 
Lorry convoys no guarantce of immunity for them from air 
attack can be given. He has also stressed the importance 
of retaining frecdom to attack all road transport in the 
present situation where our cutting of rail communications 


in contral Italy is making the onemy dependent on M.T. for 


the movemont of supplies from Northern {taly. 


Je The Chiefs of Staff would also point out that, with the 


‘best will in tho oat we havo,not, in the past, been in 


conduct to the convoys, since the 
Vatican authorities have not been giving us sufficient _ 
advance notification of thcir movements. In the particular 
ease to which you refer the only notification we had was 

in a tolegram from Sir D'Arcy Osborne on the 26th April. 
This notified the movement of a convoy from Rome to 
Florence on the 27th April and its return on 30th April. 
(The attack took place on 29th April. 


i, The Chiefs of Staff have sent a telegram® (Flag "BIN ) 
to’ General Wilson, emphasising the importance of avoiding 
a repetition of an attack such as that Which was delivcred 
on the 29th April, and asking him ( to let us have his 
sugecstions. 


5. This minute has been agreed by the Forcign Office. 
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7. FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME / SEEN RY 


(Previous Reference: C.0.S,(44) 127th Meeting (0), Mi 


THE COMMITTEE expressed their agreement with amendments 
suggested by the American Chiefs of Staff to the proposed 


combined Anglo-American reply to the Vatican regarding our _ 
policy towards the supply of food for Rome, and instructed the 


Secretary to inform the Foreign Office accordingly. 
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7. FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME V 
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(Previous Reference: C.0.5,(44) 127th Meeting (0), Minute 4) 


He COMMITTEE expressed their agreement with amendments 
sieaeenl by the American Chiefs of Staff to the proposed 
combined Anglo-American reply to the Vatican regarding our 
policy towards the supply of food for Rome, and instructed the 
Secretary to inform the Foreign Office accordingly. 
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An extract from the above 


minutes is attached. 
(Signed) L.C. HOLLIS 
Offices of the War Cabinet, 
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1944. 


9, FOOD SUPPLIES FOR ROME. 


(Previous Reference: Ce 60s Se (44) 157(0), Minute 2) 


THE COMMITTEE took note of a cataowenl fron 
General Wilson containing his views on the above subject, 
which had: evidently crossed the latest telegram® from 
the Chiefs of Staff concerning attacks on Vatican convoys, 
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Situation in Rome. ‘2 
Transmits copy of telegram Nos138 of 2nd May,from he 
the Italian Ambassador at Berne and the Italian 3 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Food situation in Rome is 
worse and Vatican relief quite inadequate. The rumour | 
persists in Rome that German divisions have been 
withdrawn from Anzio and replaced by Neo-Fascists. 
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Algiers presents his compliments to the Under Secretary of State 
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- Paraphrase of telegram No.138, May 2nd from the Sa 
Italian Legation at Berne, signed Magistrati, to — 
the Italian ee office. 


According to recent advises from Rome, the food situation 
in that city is worse and the relief organized by the Vatican is 
quite inadequate. With respect to the question of the open — 
city, the situation is improved both because in recent weeks 
bombardments have not been aimed at the center of the city and 
because of the transfer of German commands into the a 3 
"Castelli". , 


fhe rumor persists in Rome with respect to the ekisieey 
situation of the withdrawal of some German divisions from the | 
Anzio front and their eventual substitution by neo-Fascist units. 
Although this report must be taken with reserve, it would seem 
to confirm that evacuation of Rome in the near future is being 
considered by the German Command, Two weeks ago there was 
moved to Rome from Milan the Office for Transit Visas for 
Vatican City personnel. There is beginning to be noted 


symptoms of mistrust among German soldiers: ‘returning from leaves 


spent a Germany. 


A local friend of ours has received confirmation from his 
family in Rome that along with other hostages, our colleague 
de Grenet was shot, R. Bergamini, who was formerly held as a 
_ hostage by the Germans succeeded in escaping. 


“Tealden ae of te at Berne, Ror iagist 
; the Ttalian veretes Office. 


wae litnialibne ‘no wesunt cluteun fren fabies the food situation 
in that Festal is worse and the relief organi zed by the Vatican is 


. ie we ait ie ak ke ce ae ee 
beonens of ths ‘teneter of German coments ‘ints tis fomm 
Castelli", 


} The rumor pendix in Rome iith nee to the mi 14 texry 3 
| sit: xtien of the withdrewal of some German divisions froma the 
| jmgio front and their eventual s:ibstitution by neo-Fascist units, 
Al though: this report must be taken with reserve, it would seem | 
} omnfirm that. evacuation a? Rome in the newr future is being 
considered by the German Gommend, Two weeks azo there was 
‘moved to Rome from “lan the the Offies for Transit Visas for 
aticen City personnel, There is beginning to be noted 
syuptoms of mistrust axon; German soldiers returning from leaves 
— in CEPmany. 


i, local friend of curs has. ‘received confirmation from his 
family in Rome that along with other hostages, our colleague 
de Grenet was shot, % Sergamini, who was formerly held ‘as a — 
hostage by the Cermans succeeded in enongene. 


8 he Me BEGETS BM 5 Oh ES as RI: 
hd OME t- apie okt eon ekie) ~s 0 , an op Saige 


ail 


Pe OP a rote 2 < } 
Pes A ft i ad ren ’ 
_ 

a $0.nhn wel > e a 

ve 

ny 
ule 

we 


ALLE TTL TL EL TE LENT PRN ERR aT TNT SR ee CTA ST NR ND I CREAR seat , , 
stiadiniedi ; : tibe : EM IRRITATION AES AE RNID Na 
; apomonems . — . _ —_ — . VOICI SR RYT URAL NOP SII, RAE CAI OY UH 4 Re BMH : a. 
HEF 2 6 REN RE OR ONE TREE aE CEN, DEO LENE IME Se AE RIT IT NORE OREN Na FOL ADAG? SR CPUS ERR ORRIN RANE” 3 CTE HETERO OT MUP RIAs) oy EES a ee ee ee 
" SILA LE ELIS, ARNETTE ORONO: rURRAORTRAN RAIN: 
— - . PRT yy 9508.4 ct "3 ' SEU TERR GD 
PRE RETIRES GEERT ORE ED TR SMR, FO ETE AEE ER RENT: ETE EINE REN ARI A FE RICH PEED ADMIN PRR SAN MATTE WY et AEM % hi — . . -_ eeaaentnaie APE TILLS S IMLS EIE AIE SIREN OER SENT 
‘a¥ . EBD ——— 5 - , . . ‘ : — asiematialiiiatiaaa ERAN SRE NERS RELY ESD INE BTID LT DNRC RG Ne DEY 
WN alt ry ay ee ERY, Se OMIT MIE. CLEC IT OTE CW ise! eR, EPS SEY IMS LEB OH MONA I SRS POD Sher ZS RRR ATER rig Fhe i past tha gah ne: Taal 
: . , - . . la a A EE ARROGANCE 
ARNIS AONE NTE, AE TLR ANIME BRN: IRIE ITN SEU RINE A, IRR IRE aca 


+ 
Rey a be ae ie eR Ml eR ee eee a UU, oa 1 Ter. Se SOM RES Det EI PE RAPT RTT Sy LOTR TE OR CEA RRR tit 


RETA BRE OCT ATA Rane a RINE BRA UE LIT LEELA LILES LEIS TNA IE LRN LEE BYRNE Tey RT 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


Fae, 2. ra Theft cent developments leading up to the present paper are 


in the papers and minutes at R 6518/G and R 7601. 


References. L think it would be difficult to go against General 


Wilson's decision. We have never felt that we had overriding 
political reasons for objecting to the attitude consistently 
adopted by our military authorities on this matter. 


If this is accepted, the further question arises whether we 
should agree that{public statement should be made. The reasons 
against this are given in minutes leading up to the Secretary 
of State's on R 6518/G. Since then however two new factors have 
arisen; 


(a) The United States Government, not to mention the 

United States Joint Chiefs of Staff, have eexpressed very strongly | 
, (How dispose of.) their interest in saving Rome from further damage or at least ‘ 
placing squarely on the Germans the responsibility for it (page 

2 of Mr. Winant's letter in R 7429); 


(b) Our new offensive has started,and started well,and a 
warning to the Germans at this stage might be appropriate. The 
beginning of the offensive has made the United States Govermment 
regard the matter as even more urgent than before (paragraph 1 
of Mr. Winant's letter in R 7601). ) 


Perhaps we should therefore now tell the Americans that, 
although we cannot agree to any declaration of Rome as an 
open city, we are prepared to agree to a combined Anglo-American 
public statement on the lines of a rs 4. of MEDCOS 112 
within. The exact wording might,I think,be improved and a 
sentence added to the effect that "the responsibility for the 
city's preservation therefore lies entirely in the Germans’ hands." 
An alternative draft statement is in R 6518/4. 


However, the first essential step seems to be to decide 
(Action | whether we will fall in with the American proposal, now 
completed.) supported by General Wilson,that a joint public statement should 
a oe be made. If it is accepted that we should, it will pres 
‘yet ae be necessary,in view of Sir A. Cadogan's minute on R 7601f'to (>? 
& Q\ submit a minute to the Prime Minister. 
| w 


Next Paper. | Meanwhile... 
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I cannot understand what Geneal Wilson means 


when le describes the propo 
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it was not a negotiation but a y 
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howéver, the public statement 


They were again pressing fo 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


In view of the line taken by General 
Wilson and by the Chiefs of Staff, I think 
we should agree to suggest to the U.S. Govern. 
ment the issue of a combined Anglo-American 
public statement, the timing of which will, 
however, depend to a large extent on when 
we expect to capture Rome. On the whole 
I imagine it would be best for this state- 
ment to be issued in the near future. 

We should try to pin responsibility on the 
Germans as s00N 8s possible. I am glad to 
see Gen. Wilson proposes to by-pass Rome 
Guring our advance. We cannot of course 
say this outright but it seems to me that 

e pretty good hint is given by the wording 
of the last part of the proposed statement, 
and the sooner we fix the regponsigvility on 
the Germans by such a statement the better. 


I do not like the wording of the vublic 


statement sugzested by Gen. Wilson and submit 


an alternative dreft for consideration. 


MANS 


” ~™ ~¢ 


cend May, 1944. 


f 


have redrafted the declaration. 
[I still doubt the utility of issuing it 
but if General Wilson wants it I think we 
Can agree. It still remains to decide the 
moment for publication, and here too | 
Suppose we must be guided by General jjilson. 


Dieu. 


May 23rd,7944. 
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Mr. Millard tells me that the Prime 
Minister has replied: "Not necessary |1i.e. 
to consult the Cabinet]. I agree with your 
draft and proposed action." 


L telephoned to Colonel Carver, explained 
the situation to him and asked if he would 
accept our redraft of the statement without 
seeing it. He said that he would prefer 
to show it to the Chiefs of Staff, as the y 
had in fact accepted General Wilson's draft. 
He suggested that a "tactful" way of putting 


it up to them would be by referring to 
ZO 133. 


I/ 


I submit a draft to Colonel Carver, 
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TOP SECRET. “20th May, 1944. 


Bean hcDermot 


Declaration of Rome as an Open City. 


I am enclosing a copy of MEDCOS 112 in 
which, as you will see, General Wilson firmly 
recommends that we should maintain our objections on 
military grounds to any proposal that Rome should be 
declared an open city. 


3 At their meeting this eiiiniiiae.. the Chiefs 
of Staff considered this telegram, and agreed with 

the views expressed therein, In addition, they 

agreed with the text,in paragraph 4, of a statement 

which General Wilson. proposes should be made public; 

in this case, however, the Chiefs of Staff decteedbeind 
that the statement should be held in reserve and that 
it should be left to the Foreign Office and State 

= to decide the lala moment for its 
ssue, 


The Chiefs of Staff finally decided that, 
subject to the concurrence of the Foreign Office, 
a telegram should be sent to the Joint Staff Mission, 
informing them of the views which they had expressed 
in discussion and which I have described above. I 
am therefore attaching a draft, and I should be 
grateful if you would inform me - if possible by 
telephone —- whether you agree with the proposed telegram. 


(mve A-Saidenthy 


FOREIGN OFFICE. 


GeLe McDermott, Esq., gee 


———EE——— —— —————— 


DRAFT TELEGRAM TO THE JOINT STAFF MISSION. 


Reference MEDCOS 112. 

We agree with General Wilson's views 
that we should maintain our objections on military 
grounds. Please obtain concurrence of U.S. Chiefs 


of Staff. 


ae We also agree with the draft statement 


in paragraph 4, but suggest that it should only be 
trhan ow 
issued/if Foreign Office and Statemem Department, 


in consultation, consider it to be necessary. 


[3- Foreign Office, who concur in the above, 


will inform State Department of our views, : 


i. a ie 
1.0.0, 2808452 
T! 0.2 1916302 


—— 
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MOST IMMEDI ATE. 


From: — A. ! see ADV.C.P. 


TO:- 50. 
Yeitman Washington, 
S.AA.E.F. and A.F.H.Q. 
Screenname ae 
ties 19th May, 1944 
B12688 


For British Chiefs of Staff repeated U.S. - 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Eisenhower from Wilson. 


CITE FHCIC. , 
i. } In answer to COSMBD 108 this is MEDCOS 112, 
2. After full consideration I am convinced that 


there. Should be no question of declaring Rome &4n open 

city or of entering into any negotiations along the lines 
suggested in Para. 2 (b) and (c) of COSMED 108. Following 
are some of the reasons which lead me to that conclusion; 


py eee ge ole nirocmaill at this stage of the war 
when German air power is waning could .only be to the 
military pr ap of the German. Contrary to the German 
position, not only have we the means of bombing Rome; 
we have &lso the means of paige 3 it when we get there. 
Moreover, I have no doubt that whatever agreement we 
might enter into, the German would Keep it only so long 
as it was to his advantage to do so; he would break 1 
hae hesitation should ever military considerations 
so dictate. | 


B. The facilities offered by Rome will be —— 
essential to us in pursuing the campaign to the north -— 
of it. It is of overriding importance that we do not : 
commit ourselves to any action now which might sub- 
sequently hamper our full use of these facilities, . 
particularly when it is difficult to forsee and define 
exactly what they may be. To mention some of them; 


(1) Full use of all road’ and rail communications 
/through Rome 


communic étions/ 


through Rome including all installations 
connected with or ancillary to the working of 
the roa&d and railway transportation system 
such &S workshops, repair sheds, store repair 
Sheds, store depots, telegraph and telephone 
communications used in the operation of the 
railway system. Even if the Germans destroy 
the road and rail bridges over the Tiber in 
Rome it will certainly be quicker for us to 
repalr them than to build others elsewhere. 


(ii) Full use of all telegreph, telephone 
and wireless systems in and through Rome and 
connected installations and material in Rome. 


(iii) Full use of all local resources in Rome 
such aS military and civilian workshops, repair 
depots , manufacturing plants adaptable to military 
purposes, engineer stores, réllweay &nd roéd con- 
struction material, accommodation suitable for 
military headquarters or transit purposes etc. 


(iv) Accomodations and facilities for the 
establishment of the agencies of military govern- 
ment which will be required to police and feed 
the more than & million populetion of Rome now 
on the verge of famine, and lacking the organiza- 
tion and power to preserve order. 


_(v) Free access to all archives and record 
offices contéining information on meterological , 
hydrographic, survey and topographical subjects. 


C. Should we oe induced to enter into any such 
sereement, in respect of Rome, it Seems not unlikely 
that we should then be pressed to extend it to other. 
cities as well. I feel that the only Sound course 1s 
to take a firm stand now and adhere to it. 


as While I have no present intention of bombing 
Rome except beyond the bombline I have established, 
which permits of bombing the most important of the 
marshalling yards, and while it is my intention to 
by-pass it in my advence and, in principle, to hold 

the eventual garrison in Rome to a minimum, the final 
course must by(?) large measure depend on German action. 
For all thease reasons I strongly recommend that we 
sdopt the course of action recommended in para. e@ (4) 


/of COSMED 108 


—_ 


para. 2 (a)/ 


of COSMED 108, i.e. that we maintain our objections on 
militery grounds. 


4. I further recommend that a public statement be 
made in substance as follows:- 


NaAllied Military authorities faced by 4 ruthless 
enemy in Italy have téken and will continue to tke every 
possible precaution to spare from destruction innocent 
Civilians and cultural and non milit; lccs. They 
ere interested solely in the dé ction rs elimination 
of the German forces. The City of Rome has consistently 
been spéred by Allied Commancers and sirmen and the 
Allies will do everythim®in their power~consistent 


with essential military requirements to Safeguard the. . | 
sym thetic Clvilian populetion of Kome &S well &S their. 
home Sand cultural structures. The fact 


that Rome is & religious cen O cal historical 
and current importance has been constantly and actively 
in Sees of Allied Military Commanders, soldiers 

and alrmen, The Allies have only taken and will only 


take military action against Rome 1n so far as the 


Germans use the city for their military purposes, If 
the Germans choose to defend Rome the Allies will be 


obliged to throw them out by military action. When the 
Allies pce Ss oe lt ag&inst German 
attack as successfully as they have defended other towns(?) 
in Italy". 
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Z0 133. 20th May, 1944, 
Important to remember that MEDCOS 112 came in 


typex:So that wording of public statement proposed 
ln paragraph 3 must be altered Somewhat accordingly. 


TOO 2015212 
Circulation: 


Defence Office. 


\ i fl ™ Cos 45 k& tts (MD: Ney 
yy 2.  DEQLARATION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY. : Ryoei. lt 


ay (previous Reference: C.0.S.(li) 157th Mtg. (0 si Ming1)._ 
ghie attention of the Committee was ar aA MAY, 1944 | bh 


telegram from General Wilson, in which he strongly 
recommended that we should maintain our objections on 
military grounds to the declaration of Rome as an open city. 


In paragraph 4 of his telegram ne submitted the text of 

a statement, explaining our attitude, which he suggested 

Should be made public. es | / pe Oo. 
” MEDCOS 112... K79@ | / mete Ol Duke Oi ae 


om | 


ILS. 


There was general agreement with the views expressed. . 
in MEDCOS 112. . With regard to the draft statement, 
however, 1t was considered that, while the text appeered 
to be grea poe egal it should be left to the Foreign 
n 


Office to declde, consultation with the State Department, 
whether and when it should be issued to the public, | 


THE COMMITTEE: - 


Instructed the Secretary to draft a telegram 
to the Joint Staff Mission, setting out 
the views expressed in discussion, and, 
subject to the concurrence of the Foreign 
Office, to arrange for its despatch. 


° 
¢ 


pr (M4) DE Nay 194K 


DRAFT MINUTE TO PRIME MINISTER. / bl 
THE 
PRIME MINISTER. The question of Rome as an open city 


has cropped up again. 


, | Under instructions from Hull, who is 
FROM T : 
SECREYARY OF STATH. clearly under considerable pressure from 


Catholic organisations in the U.S.A., Witt 


@ the U.S. Embassy have asked for our 
urgent views on the matter. Bucknell has 
had several personal telegrams from Hull 
on the subject. 
According to the #55. Embassy the 
State Department have been advised informally 
by the U.S. Joint Chief's of Staff that they 
see no imperative military reason why 


a proposal could not be considered to 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


declare Rome an open city with a reservation 
; of transit rights for both belligerents. 

I referred this to the Chiefs of Staff who 
telegraphed to Wilson (COSMED 108). Wilson 
has now replied (MEDCOS 112) maintaining 


the Che ae fk gdrdiers ling Staffhave 
fiz ¢? 


held all aLenat “any pL St Rome 


should be declared an open city. Wilson 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


has, however, suggested a joint Anglo- 
American public statement and the Chiefs of 


Staff are prepared to agree to this. 


peas a nee ee. not t, hart 
rn issue @f a public statement at 


all on this subject it might help the 


pw 
U.S. Government, eupeahaly, as they have 


always been much more ready than we nave a5 > 


agree to eo ae Rome = an 


open city. 
_tiet \We might az 


- 7 


ore, 


irc tine 
>@ joint public 


Poy 
statement, but F-eneloase—an—atternative draft 


sof yy rink 


to-thet suggested by Wilson in paragraph 4 


of his telegram MEDCOS 112.0 franck 
You may wish to consult the Cabinet on ? : 
| wee 
; Q en. ure 
this question. ” 


7 be f 2 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


nlly by the’ United Stati Seti 
s of Staff that they see to imperative military 
why ’a proposal eoul@ not be considered to 
declare an open city with a reservation of transit 
rights for both belligeretits. I referred tiis to the 
efs of Staff who telegraphed to Wilson (COSMi 


“108). 
Wilson has replied (MEDCOS 112) maintaining the 


Pere VHOHTHA (.be' 
“whieh our Chiefs. of Staff have held all alon 


ity share, to any proposal that 
Rome should be declared an open city. Wilson Has, 
however, suggested a joint Anglo-American public 
statement/ 
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The Allied military mothorities ented || 
les: om, in: anes are ‘inemistelisbeniiiins in 


cultural centres of thé world, and of the fact::that.. 
Rome is the seat of His Holiness the ~ope and contains 
the neutral State of the Vatican City. It is therefore 
the firm Antentiog, of . the: ALLi6d Governments and the 
Allied militdry ‘authorities to continue to take 
every precaution in their power consistent with 
essential military requirements to safeguard 
population of Rome and its historical and religious 


monuments/ 
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Draft. 


Colonel Carver. 


me 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


: My Secretary of State informed the 


Fn AMA. | 


With reference to your top secret letter | 2 
C 8379/4 of the 20th May, I write to confirm 
what I told you on the telephone about 


subsequent developments as regards the proposal 


that Rome should be declared an open city. 


Prime Minister that he agreed with General 
Wilson's arguments and conclusions in MBDCOS 
182, but suggested rather different wording 
for the propesed statement. The Prime 


Minister has agreed with the draft statement 
and the proposed action. 

I enclose a copy of the redraft of 
the statement. Perhaps you would refer 
this urgently to the Chiefs of Staff for their 
approval, explaining that in view of ZO 133 of 
the 20th May we felt that they would 
de if we altered the wording of the statement 
to some extent without altering its sense. 


There is only one new point. We would 
prefer to be guided by General Wilson as 
regards the mope . resi bli ston of 
the statement. || ngs Adpet wor 
Would you ae “ts me know #tihs 
Yh possible moment if the Chiefs of Staff 
agree to these rn We will then telegzaph 


aie 


iB 


FOREIGR OFFICE, 3 Weles 
25th May, 1944. 


“With reference to your top secret Lettie: C 379/4 
of the 20th May, 1 bist: ak to confirm what I told you on 
the telephone about ‘subsequent: developments as regards 

.the proposal that Rome should be declared an open city. 


soy Secretary of State informed the Prime Minister 
that he agreed with General Wilson's ar ntscand 
conclusions in MEDCOS 112, but suggested rather 
different wording for the proposed statement. The 
Prime Minister has agreed with the draft statement and 
the proposed action. 


I enclose a copy of the redraft of the statement. 
Perhaps you would refer this urgently to the Chiefs of 
Staff for their approval, explaining that in view of 
ZO 133 of the 20th May we felt that they would not 
object if we altered the wording of the statement to 
some extent without altering its sense. | 


There is only ons new point. We would prefer to 
be guided by General Wilson as regards the moment for 
publication of the statement. The timing will depend 
to a large extent on when we are Semeey to reach 
Rome. 


Would you please let me know as soon as possible 
if the Chiefs of Staff agree to these points? We 
will then tell the U.S. Embassy here what the position 
is and inform our own Embassy in Washington. If the 

Americans/ 


Lonel. Carver, 
far Cabinet Offices. 


17h 


reat 
rr 


Americans agree with the proposed mn oo ge a 
with . on we shall 

resco to find out from General Wilson when he nition 

| © statement should be issued unless his views 

on this point could be ascertained straight away. 


> + (8gd.).-G,%,., MeDERMOTT., 


~ 


COPY OF MINUTE BY THE PRIME MINISTER. 


R19F | ; 
10, DOWNIMG STREET, 


| 4 ah Ponag 
q t | 


“eet MEys 194. 


— 


7S 


Reference : P M./44/365. y 


19 


he ~ a AP ie, IDA we sh? Go abs) 


"Not necessary.* I agree 


W.S.C. 


25.V." 


7% 26/5 


*Refers to para. 5 of P.M./44/365. 


——- 


a with your draft and oroneuad action. 


&) 


Copy also sent to: 


\ 


ansmitted unparaphrased other than through the Cabinet Offi 
the message “ to be sent in One-Time Pad.” Jt 


OZ 2769 
TOO 2619302 
IMMEDIATE TOD 26@5¢ 


x/cos \ erat! 


FROM: - A.M.S.5.0. | | 
TO:-  Britman Washington Repeated MM. Fal jQus 


COS(W) 79 e6th May 1944. 

Following from Chiefs of Staff. le 
ee ae 

Reference MEDGOS 112. R1%4' | ’ 


| We agree with General Wilson's views that 
we Should maintain our objections on military 
aap ah Please obtain concurrence of U.S. 
Chiefs of Staff. 


Ce Having regard to the fact that draft 
telegram in paragraph 4 was not received in 
One-Time-Pad, Foreign Office have proposed the 
revised statement contained in immediately 
following telegram. 


as Foreign Office have suggested that the 
statement should be issued at & moment Selected 
by General Wilson. Subject to concurrence 

of U.S. Chiefs of Staff, we .propose to invite 
him to let us know, aS soon as possible, when 
he contests that the statement should be 
issued. 


4. The Foreign Office are informing U.S. 
Embassy in London 4s to the position, and will 
be telegraphing to Embassy, Washington. 


De In order to save time, we are repeating 
this to SACMED. Suggest your reply should 
also be repeated to him. 


T.0.0. 2619302 
CIRCULATION 


Forelgn Secretary 
First See Lord 
Godel. 

Ci ae De 

DEEL Go 

Defence Office 


paired 


IMME DIATE. . ee 


a 


To : Britman Washington, repeated A.F.H.Q, Algiers. 


. 


‘ 
_ A , 8 
—— a, — - ~— -_ Pe ——~" — ‘ ahelinas —— oi» ss a a — an ~ ‘ 
— 


take, every possib 
_ their campaign to spare innocent civilians. and. +t 
cultural and religious. monuments of permanent value 


the seat of His Holiness the Pope and contains the ) 


—— " - —— 
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- COS(W) 80. . 26th May,1944, 
Following from Chiefs of Staff. — 


Reference immediately precedin telegram 
following is text of proposed Anglo-American statement. 


BEGINS: 


i 


‘The Allied military authorities, confronted by a 
ruthless énemy ster jg interested solely in the 
destruction and eliminat it n of the Germany forces in 
that country. ese have taken, and will continue to 
le precaution ie Us A course of 
ilians. and the 


to civilisation. In particular, they -are deeply 
conscious of the unique position occupied by’ Rome as 
one of the chief historical, religious, and cultural 
centres of the world, and of the Tact that Rom is. 


neutral State of the Vatican City. It is.therefore 
the firm intention of the Allied Governments and the 
Allied military authorities to continue to take every 
precaution in their power consistent with essential 
military requirements to safeguard the population of 
Rome and its historical and religious monuments, 

The Allies have only takeh, and will only take 
military action against Rome in so far as the Germans 
use the City, its railways and its roads, for their 
military purposes. If the Germans choose to defend 
Rome, the Allies will be obliged to take appropriate 
military measures to eject them. It is therefore the 
Sincere. hope. of -H.M.-Government and the U.S. Government J : 


Finer the enemy will not make this ill-considered choice 


When the Allied armies themselves occupy Rome they will . 
be in a position effectively to defend it from ay : 
attack which the Germans may be able to mount by land or 

from.the air. Re 


CIRCULATION. , | T.0,0, 2619352, 
Foreign secretary. C.A.S. pipes 

First Sea Lord. . -Ge0,0.----- es, 

Cede Gene Defence Office. 
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Mr. Bucknell, 
U.S. Embassy. 


— +7 


(From the Secre- 
tary of State). 


Meden 112 MM 
at (RTA) 


LQ Way, 1944. 


IMME DIATE. 
SECRET. 


You will remember that following Mr. 
Winant's letters to me of May 8th, May 12th 
and May 13th, regarding possible measures 
for the preservation of Rome, you came to see 
me on this subject a few days ago. 

As I explained, we felt it necessary to 
consult the British Chiefs of Staff, who in 
their turn wished to obtain the views of 
General Wilson. I think I cannot do better 
than to send you a copy of General Wilson's 


| “telegram to thé Chiefs of Staff. You will 


see that he is opposed to any step which would 
limit our freedom of action once we reach Rome, 
and that he recommends the issue of a joint 
statement on behalf of our two Governments, 

the intention of shiek ae , make our position 
clear in the matter and to place on the Germans 
the responsibility for any damage which may 
occur to Rome. 

H.M.G., having given full weight to the 
political as well as the military Lasue s 
involved, find themselves in exreensnt with 
General Wilson's conclusions, and they would 
propose, therefore, if the U.S.G. concur, the 
issue of a public statement by both our 
Governments on the lines of the enclosed draft, 

‘which is adightly different version to that 
proposed by General Wilson. 

Our idea is that General Wilson would 
be best able to judge in the light of military 


developments/ 


developments and prospects the right moment for 
the issue of this statement. 

Perhaps you will be good enough to inform 
the U.S. of our views and let me know whether 
they concur in the issue of a publ ic statement, and 


if so, whe ther they have any observations to make 


on the wor ding. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Mr, Howard Bucknell, dr., 


> You will remenber that S celdentne | ure Winant ‘es letters to 


to sitineans the 
wished to obtain 
» do better 
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if 


“involved, find And 


agreement 
theagelves in agreement with General’ ‘if the United States eonalueions, 
Government concur, See sages ae a snihin exnieaaak tar tate 
Governments on the lines of the enclosed which 


Graft, 
is a t different vereion to that p 
Seennet thieen ‘ roposed by. 


Our idea is that General Wilson would be best able to 


judge in the light of military developments and prospects the 
Pight manent for the issue of this statement, 


Perhaps/ 
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SEL 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Te a Wn 
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ANGLO-AMERICAN STATRMENT. 


The Allied military authorities, confronted 
by a ruthless enemy in Italy, are interested 
solely in the destruction and elimination of 
the German forces in that country. ‘They ‘have 
taken, and will continné to take, every possible 
precaution during the course of their campaign 
to spare innocent civilians and the cultural 
and religious monuments of permanent value to 
Civilisation. In particular, they are deeply 
conscious of the unigue position occupied by 
Rome as one of the chief historical, religious, 
and cultural centres of the world, and of the 
fact that Rome is the seat of His Holiness the 
Pope and contains the neutral State of the 
Vatican City. It is therefore the firm inten- 
tion of the Allied Governments and the Allied 
military authorities to continue to take every 
precaution in their power consistent with 
essential military requirements to safeguard 
the population of Rome and its historical and 
religious monuments. The Allies nave only 
taken, and will only take, military action 
against Home in so far as the Germans use the 
City, its railways and its roads, for their 
military purposes. If the Germans choose to 
defend Rome, the Allies will be obliged to 
take appropriate military measures to eject 
them. It is therefore the sincere hope of 
H.M. Government and the U.S. Government that 
the enemy will not make this ill-considered 


choice. hen the Allied armies themselves 


occupy ... 


occupy Rome they will be in a position 
effectively to defend it from any attack 
which the Germans may be able to mount by 


land or from the air. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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Telegram. 
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Wa sniyeon . 


NOce HS, oF 


Dated. 3h 


| ids 4 
dent 


My telegram No. 147 to the Holy See 
lof 3rd May: Rome as an open city]. 
Question has been reconsidered as 
Q result of (oii we by the State 
Department through U.S. Ambassador here. 
Copies of three letters on the subject 
Rutrn ada | 


"] 
from Br® go to you by bagel” J 


2. Please see COSMED 108 of 15th 
May and MEDCOS 112 of 19th May, arising 


out of this, . We have informed U.S. 
Embassy that we agree with MEDCQS 112, 


except that we have redrafted proposed 
Co S(w) $0). 


statement ( see 


tclegiam, We think that General 
Wilson could best judge in light of 


1g 


military developments the moment for 
publication of statement. We have 
asked U.S. 4mbassy to let us know whether 


U.S. Government agree. 


Ky 


7 


as 


: you by Dage 


1655 Delle sist May, 1924, 
Eggs g = 


Rome as an 


telegram No. 117 to the Holy See [of 5rd 7 


on Sct 


reconsidered as a result of initiative by 
rougt United States Ambassador here. 
Copies of three letters on the subject from Ambassador go to 


Please see COSMED 108 of 15th May and MEDC 
dsing out of this and also C,0.8,(W) 8 snd 0,0,,(W) 
nrorme¢ i United Staten Bn ape that we agree with 


be ores of statement. We have asked a States Embassy 
to let us know whether United States doverment agree. 
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Feeding and Control of Rome- 
_ Registry. : 124 /22 Refers to Mr. Deans letter of 25th May 
| Number ft 8556/124/ (R 8004/124/22)- Enh 
FROM om Chiefs of staff have agreed to draft telegram 
-@olonel Cerve to Washington. 


Sabinet Suggests slight alteration in texte 
to Mr. Det Attaches copy of telegram which C.0.8. are 
. sending to Jashingtone 
| 7th May 1944 

Recetved 
oral May 1944 


in Registry 
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: 

With reference to\wour Jatter ef 
Noe R.8004/124/22 dated 25th May, the Chiefs of 
Staff have agreed with the text of the draft 
telegram which you propose to send to Washington 


on the subject of Allied plans for feeding and 
controlling Rome. 


2. I suggest that you should make a 
slight alteration in the second paragraph of your 


draft, in order to bring it into line with the 


pr rocedure which we propose to adopt. I suggest 
hat you delete “and are being conveyed to 


General Wilson" at the end of the first sentence 


\of that paragraph, and should insert instead 


"and Chiefs of Staff are telegraphing Joint Staff 
Mission inviting Combined Chiefs of Staff to 
inform General Wilson of these proposals", 


I attach for your information a carbon 
of the telegram which we are sending off to 


Washington, 
Gm Sun ats 


yee 


SECRET CYPHER 
- DESPATCHED BY TELEKR 


IMMEDIATE - 
From:~ A.M.§.§.0. 
To: - Britman Washington 
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C.0.5.(W) 82 27th. May, 1944. 

Following from Chiefs of Staff. 

Reference Holy See telegrams to Foreign Office 
Nos. 349 and 354, which have been repeated to Washington. 
We suggest following telegram be despatched to General 
Wilson from Combined Chiefs of Staff. 


Begins. 


es Vatican Authorities have expressed anxiety ~ 

Over interval that will elapse between German evacuation 
and Allied occupation of Rome. ‘They stress necessity 
for earliest possible despatch of small Allied force to 
show itself at central point of town. They believe 
such action would demonstrate impending Allied control 
and administration, and serve to avert disorders, 


B. H.M. Ambassador suggests early gesture of 
respect to Vatican would be highly appreciated; for 
instance if British and American officers could be 
taken by him and his American colleague as soon 4s 
possible to see Cardinal Secretary of State, in order 
to convey message from Allied Commanders to the Pope, 
and to inform Vatican Authorities of contemplated 
Allied measures for feeding and controlling Rome. 


C. Request you consider possibility of implementing 
above proposals. Engs., = 


ae Request you obtain U.S. Chiefs of Staff 
approval to the despatch of the above message. 


Circulation. T.O.0. 2710402 
Defence Office. | | 

Foreign Secretary. 

First Sea Lord. — 

Ce 6e oe, aa War Office. 

As M. oF 5. ( ys , : : ; 


won ae 
R. $90 4. 124 vL \ et | 

‘Dratt Telegram to HM. Ambassad-r, 
Washine ton. 


# UT Holy See Telegrams Nos. 349 and 354 . 


We would propose, if United States Government 
agree, that Sir D'Arcy Osborne and his United States 
colleague should be instructed to assure Cardinal 
secretary of State that, as regards food situation 
of Rome, Allied authorities are preparing for the 
worst and have necessary stocks ready, 


2. Suggestions in paragraphs 3 and l. of Sir 
D'ArcyWOsberne's telegram No. 354 seem good in 
PranecL ple Sel elentn Selec OGL gaiesi@nyeenee ta erasers a ne 

We think Sir D'Arcy Osborne might be informed 
accordingly when instructions proposed in preceding 
paragraph are sent to him, 


i = Please ask whether United States Government 
ALTEE , 


WwW Fe Meee ec lUlUllCUUw 


he: 
airs (Kote) \\'2), 


~ Nay teS f- 


atiew ter the raumt's and wee necessary "steaks ready. 


a Sir D' 
wage oo of 8 


3. Please ask whether United States Government agree, 
[Gepies sent to Mr. Wiltshire]. 


O.T.P. 


1944 
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}R 8355/124/22 


'| TELEGRAM FROM 
sir D- Osborne 


No. Holy See_ 

| — 

nee 26th May 194 
‘Received 


in Registry 


S28th May 194 


Preservation of Rome: Message from the Pope. 

ardinal Secretary of State has asked that the 
Prime Minister may be informed that the Pope was _ 
very grateful for the statement that there were 
good hopes that Rome would be preserved. His 


Holiness urged that everythin 908sib . 
Should be done. i wi ie en 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action (Index.) 


HEk | YY 


Next Paper. 


ke 356 


R: italy 
| 
Last Paper. (Minutes. ) 
K e220 
References. ie ae 
a 
a A 
The PM” tomank Wao tay Anach m Mm 
a (Print.) 


Vom fraldvawriak Around. Aw Wilin he 
Ww Man iv “it owe im Rane ie tay Ap 
Wi ike nade WA pom it dm 
AWS 
as 


AV 


ns 


p 
Bens V1 26 


26513 ~F.O.P, 


R. 8-25 pom. 27th May 1944 


‘ 


Cardinal Secretary of State sent for me to-day to 


ask me to inform you that the Pope was very grateful for 
the Prime Minister's statement that he had good hopes 
that Rome would be preserved. His Holiness once again 
urged that everything possible to this end should be 
dons, 
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ITALY 


Model for proclamation on entry into Rome. 


al. Encloses two texts from Morning post of the 15th 


we Tr 0. 
26th May, 1944. 
Recetv , 27th May, 


| © oe 1944, 


R: Italy 


December, 1917 


by Mr. Lloyd George in the House of Commons. 

Political Intelligence Department planners are. 
drafting a proclamation which might be used as a model 
for General Wilson whenRome is taken. Enquires if 
Foreign Office would like a copy of such a draft? 


-~ 


| Registry 
Number Se 9328/124/22 7 
| : i de at Allenby's ent into Jerusalem 

FROM } Proclamation ma at A Zz en 


‘ 
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(a) Allenby's proclamation on entry into 
Jerusalem (b) Statement made on the 12th December, 1917 
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May 26th, 194. 


immediate 


Payee Porta 


I have dug out for you two texts, 
taken from the Morning Post of 13.12.'1/, 


(a) of Allenby's proclamation; 


(b) of the statement made on 12.12 
by Mr. Lloyd George in the House 
of Commons, and quoting the pro- 
clamation: oddly enough, with 
two extra paragraphs. 


I em asking our planners and the 
Italian Region to try their hands at a 
draft proclamation for General Maitland 
Wilson to make when Rome is taken, taking 
Allenby's as a broad model, 


Would such a draft be of service to 
you? If so, we will send ” one along 
aS soon as may be. 


eee _—e 
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ages Serene Em Goan BH eo ve ae a 


_ 
— 


To the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Blessed, and the people 
dwelling in this vicinity - 


The defeat inflicted upon the Turks by the troops under my 
command has resulted in the occupation of your city by my forces, I 
therefore here and now proclaim it to be under martial law, under — 
which form of administration it will remain so long as the military 
considerations make it necessary,.. 


However, lest any of you should be alarmed by reason of your 
experiences at the hand of the enemy who has retired, I hereby 


inform you that it is my desire that every person should pursue his 
lawful business without fear of interruption, 


Furthermore, since your city is regarded with affection by the 
adherents of three of the great religions of mankind, and its soil 
has been consecrated by the prayers and pilgrimages of multitudes of - 
devout people of these three religions for many centuries, therefore 
do I make known to you that every sacred building, monument, holy spot, 
shrine, traditional site, endowment, pious bequest, or customary place 
of prayer of whatever form of these three religions, will be 
maintained and protected according to the existing customs and beliefs 
of those to whose faiti®they are sacred, 


(Morning Post: 1321261917. ) 


, Tat r+ ee 
a <a a sa 
~ » : 
,. ‘ Neg 
j Po x re ee 
é Ree 
® rn : . : 
‘ : ee . 
. : 4 
- j fy 


Morning Post, 13 December, 1917. 


ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 


STR E. ALLENBY'S HISTORIC MESSAGE 


Reassuring the People. 


The following telegram from General Sir Edmund Allenby was 
read in the House of Commons yesterday by Mr. Lloyd George: 


Jerusalem, 2 p.m., December ll. 

I entered this City officially at noon to-day with:.a few of my Staff, 
the Commanders of the French and Italian detachments, and the Military 
Attachés of France, Italy, and the United States of America, 

The procession was all on foot. 

At the Jaffa Gate I was received by guards representing England, 
a Ireland, Wales, Australia, New Zealand, India, France and Italy. 

The population received us well. 

Galnt have been placed over the Holy Places. 

My Military Governor is in touch with the acting Custos of the Latins 
end the Greek Representative. The Governor has detailed an officer to 
supervise the Ghristian Holy Places. 

'  Yhe Mosque of Omar and the area around it have been placed under 

Moslem control, and a military cordon composed of Indian Mohammedan officers 
end soldiers has been established round the mosque. Orders have been issued 
that no non-Moslem is to pass this cordon without permission from the 
Military Governor and the Moslem in charge of the mosque. 

The following proclamation was read in my presence to the population 
in Arabic, Hebrew, English, French, Italian, Greek and Russian from the 
steps of the Citadel, and has been posted on the walls: 


PROCLAMATION OF MARTIAL LAW IN JERUSALEM. 


To the Inhabitants of Jerusalem the Blessed and the people 
dwelling in its vicinity: 


The defeat inflicted upon the Turks by the troops under ny 
command has resulted in the occupation of your City by my 
forces. I therefore here and now proclaim it to be under 
Mertial Law, under which form of administration it will 

so long as military considerations make it necessary. 

Hower, lest. any of you should be alarmed by reason of your 
experience at the hands of the enemy who has retired, I 
hereby inform you that it is my desire that every person 
should pursue his lawful business vithout fear of interruption. 

Furthermore, since your City is regarded with affection by the 
adherents of three of the great religions of mankind, and its 
soil has been consecrated by the prayers and pilgrimages of 
multitudes of devout people of these three religions for many 
centuries, therefore do I make known to you that every sacred 
building, monument, holy spot, shrine, traditional site, 
endowment, pious bequest, or customary place of prayer, of 
whatever form, of the three religions will be maintained and 
protected according to the existing customs and beliefs of 
those to whose faiths they are sacred. 

Guardians have been established at Bethlehem and at Rachel's 
Tomb, The Tomb of Hebron has been placed under exclusive 

: Moslem, control. 

The hereditary custodians of the Wakf at the gates of the Holy 
Sepulchre have been requested to take up their accustomed 
duties in remembrance of the magnanimous act of the Caliph 
Omar, who protected the Church. 


The reading of the message was punctuated with cheers. 
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Urgent need 


1944 ITALY by 
S  Revi Medical Supplies for Rome. 
| Nemo Rr 8220/12h/22. a 
: | Refers to Holy See telegram No.354 (R800K/12h/22), 
a ARAM FROM Roman doctor says that Allies should bring essential 
/| Sir D.Osborne(Holy See dical supplies especially quinine and disinfectants 
6 Ne. 358. Malaria is expected as a result of the flooding of 
ae the Pontine marshes. Sulphur and soap for Scabies 
| Dated 23a May 1944. also necessary. Cholera is anticipated. 
4 RecAved also for condensed and powdered milk. 
tn Registry ‘25 th May 1944 : 
R : Italy. 

Last Paper. (Minutes.) 

References. i 

(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


Kept) equex Ao irr 


Na_yote. Ms. $2 


Ta_g. 
A {ag Pt 


(Action (Index.) 
completed.) rr 
= . at 
ov 


Next Paper. 


(RE D2E 


26513 ~F.O.P. 


a 
¥ 


[he text ef this teleiren must first be paraphr: 
cenmunicated te persens outside British or United Sta 
Gevernment service er if retransmitted in a cypher gysten 
ether than OTP.) 

[CYPHER] 


Gir D. Osborne. 


25rd ilay, 1944. — B.15- Pelle lls 


$444686644 g 
My tolegran Ne. S54, paragraph 2, KY : 
| A leading Remian decter informs me that allies pet, | 4 4 
Wh 


do their sinest te bz essential nedical supplie 

Reme at earliest pessible date; particularly = gem we dl and 
disinfectants. As a result ef fleoding ef Pentine marshes 
he anti cipat es seme Malaria this sumer but much mere next 


 ~yeare Stilphur and seap are also necessary te combat present 


prevalence ef Scabies. He anticipates pessibility of 
cheiera in the city this swmer. There is alse very urgent 
need fer condensed or pewdered milk and ether foods fer 


children. 
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(Despatched)....2.:..2.5../5..M. 


(1) CYPHER Room. 


Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No...95.4 conte 


(2) DIvIsIoN CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


Registry 
Number 


B 8004/124/22. 


TELEGRAM FROM Sir 


d'Arey Osborne 
7 ay Holy See . 


. 354. 


+ + ee. 


Situation in Rome: Vatican a 


a on Le 


On 20th May the Cardinal Secretary of State again 
appealed forthe sparing of Rome and its immediate 
vicinity from war damage and added that he was renew- | 
ing previous appeals to the Germans in this sense. He 
also drew attention to the food situation pointing out _ 
the necessity for the Allied armies to bring food with | 
them and finally he expressed anxiety over the interval) 


~~ Dated 20th May, 1944, that would elapse between German evacuation and Allied | 
a aa occupation. He suggested a small force should show 
in Registry Jona May, 1944jitself in the centre of the town as soon as possible. 
| Suggests when Rome is taken the Allied Commanders 
mi | 6AGALY. should send representatives to visit the Cardinal 
yvecretary of State. 
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2. Second point that he desired no onoe nore to drar to 
attention was the Seed situation. At go 
be deprived. both of their 


gh sea of all food. I have nc doub that this is true 
ie Gexmans intend to bequeath a starving city to us; 
Late its needs they will then mke great propa- 
f our failure. 


agein expressed [grp. undec. ] gory ag 
elapse between German Sgetnpwo ret and Allied 
a and stressed the necessity for earliest possible 
force to show itself at central point of the town. 
tration of impending Allied contrel and trat 
serve to avert disorders and I think that he is 


* @ 


4. May: st that if and when Rome is relieved an early 
‘gesture of respect to the Vatican would be highly appreciated; for 


/instance 
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1 ” (; 2S Mays 1944, 


With WeFerene me ret see telegrams 
Nose 349 of 17th May and 354 of the 
Oth May, I enclose a copy of a draft 
telegram about Allied plans for 
feeding and controlling Rome which 
we should like to send to Washington, 
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Yours Singerely 
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Draft. 


H.M. Ambassador, 
Washington. 


Telegram. 
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Dated...... 
Repeat 

Naples, 

Resmin Algiers. 


Cypher 


W.C.D. 
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Secretary of State essusing—bin that, 
as regards food situation of Rome, 
Allied authorities are preparing for 
the worst and have necessary stocks 
ready. 

ce Suggestions in paragraphs 
3 and 4 of Sir D. Osborne's telegram 
No. oo4 seem good in principle and 
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(RB 8004/124/28) 


Oa rey 


With reference to Holy See | 
telegrams Nos, 549 af 17th "ter and 
$54 of the 20th May, I enclose a copy 
of a draft telegram about Allied plans 

for feeding and controlling Rome which 
we should like to send toe Yashington. 


. If the Chiefs of Steff agree 
would they be prepared to send a 
telegram to General Yilson drawing his 
attention to the suggestions made by 
Osborne in paragraphs $ and 4 of his 
telegram No, 364, 
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& Wes 2 > heal 8 
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(A. R. Dew) 


- Golonel L.J. Carver, 
War Cabinet Offices, 
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The situation in Rome. 


| Registry 


Number [R 8769/124/22 Reports on the general and political situation 

TELEGRAM FROM in Rome, discusses German evacuation proposals, and 

3 Sir D._Oshorne speculates on the form and dimension of such trouble 
Holy See) 


as may take place during the interval between the 
oe German retirement and the Allied entry. 


Dated 2nd June, 1944. 
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1944. 
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Until we have a reply to our letter on R 8328 


pe cannot be certain that a proclamation will be made 


r,if it is,by whom or in exactly what manner. I 

think we must, therefore, await a reply before 
sonaieania detailed arrangements such as those 
described in Sir P. Loraine's letter. 


However, there may be no harm in trying to 
draft a proclamation. The enclosed draft is 
open to objection on the following grounds? fhe 
style is rather flowery and unlikely to appeal to 
the military. There is perhaps rather too much © 
emphasis on the Catholic aspect of the question; and 
here we must.tread warily in view of British public 
opinion,ane Finally, we probably do not wish to put 
too much emphasis on the point that it is Italians 


and the capial of Italy, stil an enemy country, who 
are being liberated. 


I submit an alternative draft. 


3ist May, 1944, 
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DRAFT | 3 270? 326237 


ECLARATION BY THE ALLIED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
ON THE OOOASTON OF THE ALLTED ENTRY INTO ROU 


7 


The age-old enemy of Italy, the modern enemy of human liberty and 
the rights of nations has once more been driven laway) from jthe Gates of J 
Rome. His forces have been overcome by the Allied troops under my 
command. | Rome has been liberated from the yoke of the German oppressor}. 


Pending the restoration of the capital and its territory to Italian 
rule, military considerations require that law and order be maintained 
under my command. 


I therefore here and now proclaim 
(Here follow clauses relating to martial law and 
public security which will be provided by the 
Military Authorities in accordance with their needs, ) 


Furthermore, inasmuch as the City of Rome{[ consecrated by the blood 
of Apostles and Martyrs,\is regarded with reverence and affection by 


se er get re world and in particular by those of the Catholic, 
Apostolic and Roman Church; inasmuch as Rome is further renowned both 


as the ancient source and transmitter of the fundamental principles 

of law and equity which lie at the base of. European and American 
civilisation(and as a fountainhead of life and learning, culture, the 
arts and the ———— I in the name of the Allied Nations give my 
pledge that every sacred building, shrine or holy spot and every monument 
and object of artistic value or cultural significance willbe maintained 
inviolate (to the best my ability in the interests of Christendon, 
mankind an i ebvildsation 


I further give my pledge that the rights of the Vatican City shall 
be scrupulously respected and that all necessary protection shall be 
given to Papal properties outside its LoEESS. 


Footnote : 


NeBe For the Italian text of the phrase "Catholic, Apostolic 
and Roman Church" use "religione cattolica, apostolica e romana" 
exactly as in the Lateran Treaty. { ? 
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Dated 26th May, 1944. 
Recewved 7 
in Registry t 29th May, 


Rs Italy 


| Rome Water Supply 


Has heard from Vatican that one of the Aqueducts — 
which supply Rome with water was bombed on Zérd May 
Attacks on railway and road near Subiaco endanger 
Vatican begs that the bombard- 
ment of this stretch (from Tivoli to Agosta)may be 
avoided to prevent grave consequences of desiruction 


the Aqu€duct Maré¢o. 


of Rome's water supply. 
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‘MOST-SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 


WARNING This message must be thoroughly 1 ri —e F: 
se siecauaitel cubilia Willsh or kad sor Yepartment 


re-transmitted unparaphrased other than through the Cabinet ( Hiica~; 


the message “ to be sent in One-Time Pad.” yy S765 
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From: -— Frecdon. 


TO:- A.M.S.S.0, and Britman Washington. 
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MEDCOS 119 2nd. June, 1944, F 54140. 


British Chiefs of Staff and 
Britman washington for U.S, > 
| Joint Chiefs of Stafi 


signed : Wilson, 


Cite * FHOCOS 


= Ref COSMED 19. pyr 
sili fe | 
When in Caserta last week I held a con- 
ference with all the authorities concerned regarding 
the steps to be taken for the occupation of Rome. — 
IT am satisfied that General Alexander has got the 
matter well in hand but I will bring to his notice 
the points mentioned in your telegram. 


T:. 0:0, 021909 
Circulation 
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Defence Office. 
Foreign Secreta, 
First Sea Lord, 
U, 6 Tels, 
A-Me-O--S- (GQ). 
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e WARNING ne scakineaieiial Joslalbe British or American Services or Departments. If 
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the message “ to be sent in One-Time Pad.” 


OZ 2879 
TOO 0123592 


TD eo 
4s ~ : 
e bef a ‘ a * - 


[MPORTANT Pe au 5 ” 


From: - A Mid.oi. 


TO3- AF H,Q. : 
Rptd J.S.it,, Washington 


—— trad. ota, -_— aii a a tin Genes —_— ai. _ — -_ ee _— _— 


— — — 
— - _ —S— — ——— — a — ——— —_-_-_ —_ —_ —— a ee eee — _ _ a ees at — — 


COSMED 119 ist June, 1944, 


Following for General Wilson from Chicfs of 


Stari. 


Vatican Authorities have expressed anxiety 
over interval that will elapse between German evacuation 


and Allied occupation of Rome. They stress necessity 
For earlist possible despatch of small Allied Force to 
“show itself at central point of town, They believe such 


a0tion would demonstrate impending Allied control and 
administration, and serve to avert disorders. — 
dor SUBECSTS early gesture of 


aa HM. Al ee 

respect to Vatican w be highly appreciated; for 
instance if British and American offi ners could be taken 

by him and his American colleague as soon as possible to 

see Cardinal Secretary of State, in order to convey message | 
from Allied Commanders to the Pope , and to inform Vatican 
aa of contemplated Allied measures in connection 
wi ome | 


; Request you consider possibility of lmcLementing 
above proposals, 


T.0.0:- 0123592 
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5th June 1944 


uch regret that Rome was captured b: ral 


aA 


___ I mush peure 
Alexander's troops before your telegram No. 
_. Qe _ General Alexander showed me some days ago text of 
he proclamation which he intended to wabitene i fer the 
o~operation of the citizens. It seamed to me very suitable. 


© & | I know of no other projected exhortations beyond 
~ \ the usual legal notices issued on behalf of Military Governor. 
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Italy. 


Vernment, gincere coddivateiations to the British 
devesaaaan. on the liberation of Rome and expresses 
the hope that this victory will be the precursor 
of many more in the occupied countries thereby 
putting a speedy end to the war. 
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5th June 1944, 


oir, 

On behalf of the Saudi Arabian Government 
I have the honour. to convey to the British Government 
sincere congratulations on the liberation of Rome and 
devoutly hope that this victory will be the precursor 
of many more in the occupied countries, thereby putting 
a speedy end to the war. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, with the 


highest consideration, 


Your obedient Servant, 


Wahtny gi atha 


The Rt. Hon. Mr. Anthony Eden, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 
SeViele 


Registry | lu dee 
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. | FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


June ‘ 19. 
bn 
yt. 
audi Arabian I have the honour to acknowledge 
i Minister. 1 receipt of Your Excellency's letter 
from S. of S. of the 5th June, and to request you to be 


So good as to convey to the Saudi 


PiSe. FLPSRs Arabian Government the sincere thanks 


“| and appreciation of His Majesty's Government 
oe bel 


for your government's congratulations 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


and good: wishes on the liberation of Rome. 
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Your Excellency, 


; I Rave the honour to acknowle 
receipt of Your Excellency's letter of ‘ 
Sth June, and to request you to be so gO 
to convey to the Saudi Arebian Government 
the sincere . thanks 6nd appreciation of His 
Majesty’s Government for your government's 


congretuletions end good wishes on the © 
liberation of Rome. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
consideration, 


Your Exeelleney’s obedient Servant, 
(Yor the Secretary of State) 


His Exceilency 
Sheikh Hefiz Yahba, 
etc. , etc., etca., 
6, Haton Gate, 
S.¥.1. 
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: The whe pa of the Committee was drawn to a elegran® 
from General Wilson, stating the reasons for which he was 


most reluctant to depart from the procedure which he sccadl 
suggested should govern the running of the cones 


Vatican lorries bringing food for Rome, ff 
THE COMMITTER: - | RS4ST j 


? ? Instructed the Secretary to — : 
| C. O- S. (uu) | (Ath telegram to the notice of the Prine © 
(oO) ; Fur $ (Tuy Minister and the Foreign Office, bewusn 
/ informing them that they supported 
the views expressed by General 


Wilson, - sas of37 
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Copy of a Minute (Gs0sS- 96 La 3rd June 1944, to 
he Pri me Te we UL tar’ hiet 8 of 


With your ap roval, the Chiefs of Staff sent the 
telegram at Flag 'A'*to General Wilson, enquiring whether 
he had any objections to an increase over 30 in the number 
of lorries in — Sraeen Convoys, General Wilson! s reply 
is at Flag 'B', 


2. . The Chiefs of Staff propose that the conditions. 
General Wilson has laid down for these convoys shall be 
adhered to, particularly as they wish to avoid distracting 
him at the present critical stage of the battle. 


Se A copy of this minute has been sent to the Foreign 
Secretary. . 
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TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir D. Osborne 


valoly See) 
' 405. Cypher. 


-y Cae’ 6th June 1944. 


Recewwed ‘ Sth June 
in Registry 31944, 


Situation in Rome. 


Refers to Holy See telegram No. 404 
(R8963/203/57). 

German evacuation and Allied occupation passed 
off in complete calm owing to rapid Allied advance. 
Rome is under predominantly American military 
control. Military authorities have arrested many 
Italians without apparent justification, including 
four Axis diplomats which has led to protests from the 
Vatican. Is trying to smooth this out with the help 
of Mr. Caccia. Discusses also question of 
accommodation for Axis diplomats. Vatican asked how 


R: Italy. those who cannot be housed are to get out. 
V ae 
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TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir De Osborne, 
No HoOlY S@€@e — 


Registry 


Requests for prevention of damage to the Rome water 
Sup ply Ps 


Refers to his telegram No. 575 of 26th May 
(R 8365/124/22). Vacican points out that sources of 
Acqua Marcia which supplies Rome with water lie 


598 between Subiaco and Mandela in Agosta neighbourhood. 
Dated Sra June, 1944. In view of the spread of military operations hope 
Received is expressed that all possible precautions may be 
in Registry § 5th June, taken to prevent damage to or defilement of these 
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Inder-Secretary of State stating that I feel sure 
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ington No. 5078. 
Your telegram No, 401 [of 4th June: reply to 
Holy See's communications of German proposal for 
declaring Rome an open city]. 


Your language is approved, 
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Yy DECLARATION OF Rowe 
(Preys ous Reference; 0,048 (gs) 180th Mize (0). Mins 6) 


tho atte ention of the Committee was drawn to two 
telegrdms™ from Sir D'Arcy Osborne reporting that tle 
Vatican authorities had remitted to him a communication from 
thé German Ambassador containing the propos ed conditions for 
_n, agreement to declare Rpm an open sity. In his second 
“~ telegram Sir D'Arcy Osborne said that he proposed to reply 
that this was a last minute German attempt to Cany us the 
facilities for the passage of our forces through Rom, amd 
Q0uld nos be entertsincd, The Foreign Office proposed, subject 


to the concurrence of the Chiefs of Staff, to inform : 
D'Arcy Osborne that they approved, | 


THE COMMITTEE : ~ 


Agreed with the lines of Sir D'Arcy Osborne's 
* proposed reply, am instructed the ao? 


to inform the Foreign ne ice accordi ° 
peru eens 
#% Nos. UO and af uth June > 
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| London, W. L's 


June l, 1944. 


Nes wm. £Ax, 


Secretary Hull has just telegraphed me 
that the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff have approved, 
with the elimination of the last sentence, 
the issuance of the Anglo-American statement 
regarding the Preservation of Rome, the text 
of which you communicated to the Embassy a 
few days ago. This also meets with the State 
Department's approval. 


The Department concurs that the state- 
ment should be issued by General Wilson on 
behalf o a British and United States 
Governments at suc 6 as he may consider 
most appropriate in the light of military 

developments. 


My Government, I should add, would like 
| to be informed in advance of the place, date, 
hour and manner of release of the statement 
or, if that should not be feasible, it wishes 

to be immediately advised of these details 
when the statement is released. 


The Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden, M.C., MP., 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Whitehall, S. W. l. 
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To:— A.M.S. S. O° 
Preise train wasnueenen (for imited States 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
ACC MAIN (ADNAP please pass) (for Murphy and 
Machillan..- 
H.Q. M.A.A.F (for, Information) 
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For British Chiefs of Staff 
bah Wilson 
FGDSC, 


COoSmeE 
Further to Saee@ee 108 and referring to your 
2/69 COS (W) 79 dpolaring HO References all deal 
with subject. of deelaring 


open city. 
ANT 61 [3>/q 
subject to your concurrenc propose to issue 
statement contained in your 2770 O08 CH) 80 at 1200 
hours 3rd June beiehieaae last sentence. 
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An extract from the above 


minutes is attached. 


(Signed) L.C. HOLLIS 


Offices of the War Cabinet, 
ewe Th 


Bad Far, 4ol, 


@ 6. DECLARATION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY 


Previous Reference: C9e0,Se(4k) 177th Meeting a 
Minute 1 


SIR ALAN BROOKE referred to a telegram from 
General Wilson reporting that, subject £0 the” concurrence of 


the Combined Chiefs of Staff, he intended to issue tr statement 


in cOS(w}80, as amended* by the U.eSe Chiefs of Staff, at noon 
the following day. 


THE COMMITTEE were informed that the attention of 
the Foreign Office had been drawn to this telegram. The 
Foreign Office view was that the original intention had been 
that the statement should be issued by the U.S. and U,ke 
Governments; they would, however, approach Mr. Winant , 

from whom the proposal originated, and see whether he would 


X MEDCOS 122. 
+ dome le 
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Of StatY in: J5M,/2, 


THE COMMITTER: - 


agree to allow the statement to be published by 
General Wilson, as had been suggested by the U.S. Chicfrs 


(a) Took note of the above statemente: 


(pb) Instructed the Secretary: 


(i) 


(ii) 


to find out from the Foreign Office, 
as a matter of urgency, whether 
any reply had been received from 
ir. Winent to the enquiry at 
“x? above 3 


subject to the receipt of a 
satisfactory reply to (i) above, 
to telegraph to General Wilson 
informing him of our concurrence 
in his plans, 
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e SO something odd has been going on amongst the 

Chiefs of. Staff in connexion with this question. 

have been pressing Colonel Carver, War Cabinet 

K References. Offices, for a reply for two or three days but he 
j 

| 4 


po has merely referred me to Medcos 114 (within), which 
‘0 | K 23%. it will be seen does not deal with the same question 
/LIo gakey / at all, and to a paper No. C.0.8.482(0) of which he 
— , 1 SOO ‘ promised to send me a copy but later said he would 

6 4p prefer not to. He explained vaguely that the Prime 
Minister had proposed a draft which had been the sub- 
ject of much discussion by the Chiefs of Staff, and 


' —_ gather that some of these discussions are contained 
(Print.) in C.0.8.482(0). 


Sir R. Bruce Lockhart has also expressed his 
~ interest in this mat 


In view neral Hollis' letter within I 
submit a drafWto Mr. Macmillan. 


NWAK . ama ott 


4th June, 1944, 
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Some days ago we raised with the Chiefs of 
Staff the question of the proclamation to be 
issued by General Alexander on entering Rome, as 


moment we should 
be presented with an American text which we 
should not like and which we might not have time 
5 CNange. Uwilk to Soneveren in the Cabinet 
Offices, which I need not go into, the Chiefs of 
Staff did not take any action, with the result 
that valuable time was lost. On June 4th there- 
fore we sent the attached most immediate telegram 
to Algiers and are at present awaiting a reply. 


Since then matters have moved so fast that 


probably the proclamation will be issued before 


we have had any opportunity of expressing:our 
views. But just in case General Alexander is 
still prepared to aceept a text from us, the 
attached draft has been peepee: in consultation 
with Sir W. Malkin. [I would suggest that it ay 
might be telegraphed to Mr. Macmillan,not with a 
view to imposing it on General Alexander, but 
merely as an indication of the lines which we 
think the proclamation should follow. 
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‘3 by the troops of the th 
The modern bar 
| have been expelled from the Eternal City, once — 
| the mistress of the Ancient World and now the 


m . 


focus of the Catholic 
of the Arts, 


on to become, I trust, once 


more the capital of a free and independe 


¥ 


I, in the name of the United Nations, give © 


pledge that every sacred building, shrine or 
holy spot, and every monument and object of | 
artistic value or cultural significance will, 
to the best of my ability, be preserved unscat 
I further give my pledge that the position of 
the Pope will be respected, both as regards the 


ds 


inviolability of the Vatican City and as re 
the privileges attaching to the various Papal 
buildings in Rome. 

For the resent military considerations 
require that law and order be maintained under 
my command (here follow clauses relating to 
martial law and public security, which will be 
provided by the military authorities in accor- 


dance with their needs. 
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Reference your R.8328/12),/22 
of i May about the possible 


declaration which may be made by 
General Wilson or General Alexander 


when Allied Forces occupy Rome. I 
think it would probably be better 
that you should consult Mr. Macmillan 
on this and give him any necessary 


instructions. 
ee ag. 


A.R. Dew, Esa., M.V.0. 
Foreign Office. 
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B.12783 29th. May, 1944, o 
For British Chiefs of Staff rpotd U.S. Joint 


‘Chiefs of Staff and General Rooks, signed Wilson : 
This is MEDCOS 114, Ee Sy e 


Followin is text of on the record Press 
Conference which it is proposed General Alexander 


= hold at selected moment within the next few 
days. oS 


BEGINS. ee | 
le . Heavy fighting on-both the Fifth and Eighth 


Army. fronts has now been in pg ag since the nignt 
Of lith. May and great results have been achieved, : 
but this 1s not a new battle, rather it is in continuation 
of the operations which began in January. It is 

another step in the campaign for the capture of Rome 

and another nail in the German armed forces in Italy. 


ag” SRG You will remember that when 1 spoke to you 
some time ago about the landings at Anzio, I.said that 

all amphibious operations went through three phases — 
first, the establishment of a bridgehead, second, the 

defeat of the enemy's counter-attacks and finally, the 

renewal of the offensive and the exploitation of success, 

You have seen all three phases at Anzio which has only 
differed from other successful amphibious operations 
by the time which has elapsed between second and 

final phases. . We are now reaping the advantages 

of the skill and daring of the Anzio landings and the 

valour and determination shown by the Allied troops 

in beating off the many fierce countemattacks 

launched by the enamy. | i ; 

/3. My plan in 


2. 


Se iy te in the present battle was designed 
first of all to take advantage of the situation 

into which the enemy had been manoeuvred by the 
Anzio landings and by the heavy winter fighting on 
the Cassino and Garigliano fronts to destroy the — 
right wing of the 10th German Army by pincer movement 
between the main front and the bridgehead and then 
to drive what remained and the 14th German Army 
north Of Rome. You have seen for yourselves, to 
wnat extent this plan has so far been successful. 


4, No plan for land operations can ever ' be 
complete unless it takes full account of the air 
Situation and is framed in such a way as to take 
every advantage of the air support available. 

hive aoe April and early May the Mediterranean 
Allied Tactical Air Force supported by the Joth 
American Air Force attacked the enemy's rail and 

road communications interfering with his supply 
rea and so reducing his fighting capacity. Since 
tne battle began, those operations have been 
coupled with relentless air attacks on gun positions, 
troop’ concentrations, road communications, and 
convoys in the battle area. Throughout the fighting 
the ‘fe eration between land and air forces has been 
excellent. 


Je Co-operation between the two Armies nas 
been Of the same high order. The regrouping of the 
Armies to fit the offensive mass required to break 


the Gustav and Hitler Lines on the narrow front 


between the mountains and the sea was no mean feat. 
It called for the very me ong standard of goodwill 
and that has always been forthcoming. So too, Since 
fighting began everywhere, I see evidence of that 
wonderful spirit of give and take which pervades the 
whole of the Allied Armies in Italy. The Fifth and 
Highth Armies are two of the finest fighting machines 
the world has ever seen and they fight together as 
one. I am immensely proud of them both and of the 
fine spirit of oer and Hat sense of common 
duty which they share with the Mediterranean Allied 
Tactical Air Force, — 


6. The Allied Navies have veo every 

assistance to land operations. By their courage 

and skill they have not only maintained our Armies 

in the Anzio bridgehead since landing, but have 
built up the large reserves of supplies and ammunition 
needs for the battle that is now raging. Bombardment 
bY warships has also been a great help in repelling 
attack on bridgehead and in pee land forces 
Operating in coastal area in this offensive. 


J/7,. The Germans 


Al 


a... Germans are Still very strongly . | 
entrenched in the Fortress of Europe, Inthis 
the Germen armed forces. That means figh 
hard and bitter fighting. However good the 
pg ~ however well it may be prepared, once 
he battle is joined it can only be won by 
eT eee ae hae ae We have made a 
ne 
Divisions and severely mauled (---) more. We 
have captured (--~) prisoners, But there is 
Will go on raining blow after blow on the enemy. 
We shall go on digging them out and destroying 
-. them till our duty is done, — ties 


war we have got to dig them out tna te eg 
start. Wa have dbetroyad (———«) German 
much to be.done and the Allied Armies in Italy 


Request that approval be given at 
earliest possible moment. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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Cypher 
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f Minister, 


No. (UF | (4 


Re No: I. 


\a4\y 


pis 
4 a z at 
* - Soe 


Lh 


SOE i baad a ot AE ee 
Se ae 


eee. occurs to us that in connexion 


. 
eee ee ee ee ee ee => 


with oceupatiok oF Rome neral |Wilson 
or General Alexander may wish to issue 
a proclamation to the inhabitants. 

2. If this is so we should like 
to see [proclamation in draft. Please 


MosT’ 
telegraph desc cea cnairial 


ie 
u/6 


D. 12,26 p.m. 4th June 1944, 
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EMERGENCY 
From: A.F.H.Q. Signed wilson, Cite FHCOS 


TO: A,M.5S.5,.0. | 
Rptd:Britman Washington: 
For United States Joint Chiefs of Stair. 
Info:Acc. Main for Murphy and Maclfillan HQ MAAF 
~ and Adnap for Tupper. 


_MEDCOS 120. 3rd June, 1944, F 54265 


or British Chiefs of Staff. 
ef. COSMED lel. 


tatement as per MEDCOS 122 will be issued by me 
from 4.F.H.9, at 1200 hours B time here 3rd June and 
released ‘Yorld Press at that time from here and Naples 
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Defence Office, 


‘ x WI , the: Gomplarn en: iF the 
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‘OxPHE (9.22, ) : 
eae SOUTH - fec| 
IMPORTANT oan 4.16 sta Ecckccae Da 


“Dio. 817 SECRET 
My telegram D No, 689 of 6th May, Status of Rome. 


United States and United Kingdon Chiefs of Staff have agreed | 
that Supreme Allied Commander Mediterranean Theatre may issue 
following statement when he thinks fit in the light of military  . 
devel opments. General Maitland. Wilson will “Probably. issue statement | 
sometime on dime Srd. Begins. | 


ener Allied military authorities, confronted by a ruthless 

enemy in Italy, are. interested solely in the destruction and 

. @limination of the German forces in that country. They have 
taken, and will continue to take, every possible precaution 
during the course of their campaign to spare imocent divilians 
and the cultural and religious monuments of permanent value to 
Sivilisation. In particular, they are deeply conscious of the 
unigue position occupied by Rome ag one or the chief historical, 
religious, and cultural centres of the world, and of the fact 
that Rome ia the seat of His Holiness the Pope and contains the 
neutral State of the Vatican City. It is therefore the firn 
intention of the Allied Governments and the Allied military . 

- authorities to continue to take every precaution in their power 
 @m@Msistent with essential military requirements to safeguard the 
population of Rome and its historical and religious monuments. 
The Allies have only taken, and will only take, military action 

against Rome in so far as the Germans use the City, its: 
railways and its roads, for their military purposes. If the 
' Germans choose to defend Rome, the Allies will be obliged to take 
appropriate military measures to eject then, It is therefore the 
sincere hope of His Majesty's Government and the United States | 
Governnent that the enemy will not make this ill-considered 
choice. Ends. 


Copy to:-- _—swWz.cw.O. | Bap B. Bridges 
ae a0. Sir B. Newton 


My, J.D. Greenway 
My, 


MacDeraott - 
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27437 F.O.P. 


Mr. Winant is sending a reply to-day to the 
Secretary of State's letter of May 29th regarding 
the preservation of Rome (Flag 4A). 


Mr. Bucknell telephoned to give me advance notice 
of what the communication contains. 


U.S. Government agree to the issue of a statement 


excision of t : 
know as far in advance as possible where, when and 
how the statement will be issued. 
been intended that the statement should be issued by 


-._.on the lines proposed by us (Flag B) with the 
he last sentence. 


They would like to 


It says that the | 


It had originally 


both the Governments and that General Wilson should 
be asked to advise when the statement should be 


issued. The U.S. 


understood this proposal and to have agreed that 
General Wilson himself should issue the statement. 


I understand that General Wilson wishes to issue the 
12 noon tomorrow. 
heed object to General Wilson issuing the statement 


statement at 


I do not tnink we 


instead of it being issued by the two Governments. 


If this is agreed, I will get the War Cabinet Offices 
to telegraph approval to General Wilson and to let us 
w the statement will be issued in 
at we can inform the U.S. Embassy. 


know 
order 


here and 


tL wiil 


also give the text of the statement to the Néws 
Department and to P.W.&. for their information. 


sf 


bd ae 


[Am 


June end, 1944. 


Nasa Wik Wud, 


YoNomuny wi b tand Na Waden vn Ay 
ily whe, Whe we hw he AW 


Chiefs of Staff seem to have mis-~ 
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5 ee Extra fos » Crs Cy) 177 KTHs ( Ay 
P ws CE ty le~ Sr ntl Me VED Ln spats 


[Te 


e DECLARATION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY hi 
tof, Minute 2) 


Preyious Reference: C.0.5.(44 165th eeti 
c 
_ ‘THE COMMITTEE considered a telegram from the Joint Staff 
Mission stating that the American Chiefs of Staff agreed with the 
revised statement* prepared by the Foreign Office, sub ett yee. 
the deletion of the last senterice, ani propdsed that SACMED s Kel 


be authorised to issue the statement, as amended, at the time 
he selects. , 


THE COMMITTEE: + 


(a) Agreed with the ameniment suggested by the 
U.S. Cees} 


(b) Instructed the Secretary, subject to the 
concurrence of the Foreign Office, to 
inform General Wilson accordingly, and to 
ask him to indicate when he thought would 


be the best time for the statement to be 
issued. 
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IMMEDIATE 7% «4207 
TOO 3021457 
TOR 3100177 


From: oJ.S.M. Washington Xx C0S 


TO: A.M.5.9.0. 
Info A.F.H.Q. ALgiérs. 


JSM Te. 30th May, 1944. 
Reference COS(W) 79 and MEDCOS lla. 


United States Chiefs of Staff agree to the 
revised statement set out in COS(W) 80, subject to 
the deletion of the last sentenee, and agree that 
SACMED should be authorised to issue the statemen 
as amended at the time he selects. 


TOO 3021452 


CIRCULATION | 
Defence Office 
Foreign Secretary 
Farsu bea Lord ... 
C.6 Telegrams, W/O 
A.M.C.S5(C) 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


G.L-eMcD.. 


“we 


byl. 


Colonel Carver, 
W.C. 0., 


(from Mr. 
McDermott ) 


to letters they had addressed to us on the 


‘ a sits See Raise 
7 by) By a 
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ny ya a June, 1944. 
Please refer to the minutes on item (1), 


declaration of Rome as an open city, of 
COS (44) 177th meeting (0) of May 31st. 

The situation is not as described in 
these minutes. The position is that we wrote 


to the U.S. Embassy on May 29th,in reply 


question of Rome as an open city, stating that 
H.M.G. would propose, if the U.S. Government 
concurred, the issue of a public statement by 
both Governments on the lines of the draft whic 
you keua embodied in your telegram COS (W) 80 
of the 26th May. We put forward the idea that 
General Wilson would be best able to judge in 
the light of military developments and prospects 
the right moment for the issue of this 
statement. 
You will see that there is, therefore, 
no question of General Wilson issuing a 
statement himself. It will be, if the U.S.G. 
agree, a combined statement by the two 
Governments, and General Wilson will merely 
siwee advige on the right moment for its issue. 
We see no objection to the deletion of 
the last sentence of the statement,but you 
will understand that the next step ig to have 
the reply of the U.S.Gey and until we have that w 


can go no further, 


ie, therefore, no 
a. statement 


— you will 
‘ates is to have the reply 
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British High Commission in Italy, | 
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Reference to previous correspondence . 
F.0. Desp: No. 22 (R 7141,/12h/22) of 8.5.44 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


From ' 

| | Preservation of ROME 
Lte Gen. Sir Noel Mason| as an open city. 

MACFARLANE , 

Chief Commissioner, 

Allied Control Commission, 

_ NAPLES 


18th May 1922, 
(communicated) 


(Copy sent to Resident Mesteter ALGIERS 
in Pel. No. 6 of 2th May 1914) 
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Ber; On ieee return to. ‘a aenletacit which ne) alréady: have ‘had occasion ° i oe 


Bre. re to cali: the: attention. of the AlLied Governments a number. oft os o 
“eae a ase eatin. of: Rome = “Open cit: Pays ee} a problem Whien: fe. 
loo) taken to heart, not only by myself, othe Goverment and. the entire i sae ga 
os ten. public: opinion on’ ‘both - sides of the lines, but: also, ee 
Bee Pee “you are aware, by. the: entire, civilized world in: genéral. ' Se, that: i eg 
Bees as i bas firmly. believe that: ‘g favorab 16: solution: of this. problem Bye She se oe 
Baits oe iy ed Governments would undoubtedly, constitute a moral victory. aSo 3. ow 
Lae Evsuape as. any other, wherever: ae mds rt: take ‘place. BR es Aime RINT 2 ih ee 
a Be my DIB ous commnicdtions’ x ver stated. the SxpOL ee eth yg 


Ly ae its Biot arly \T mast’ now add: 
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hat from all sources). 


ee NS ee “Information. an, our possedsion: it appears. indubit ably y YS ‘that: thee." gt 
Bo 8. ‘de-militarization ‘of the open city of Rome is practically effective ‘ : 
Se A today... German, operational. camands,. troops.and stores: ‘hawe* in Pact | re 
Bete a been: tranaporbed: outside of the’ capital. ‘where there are-to lay: ‘only. mn 
Sates eae police units with: their. relative stores. tt, likewise. appears that. Bore 
Repeats ee military. traffic has. ‘been’ divertéd: ‘beyond’ Sie’ ‘Limits. of the’ open. eg. ae 


t tig aad 


oo ° - gaASS where now asa: matter. of fact it: 4s reduced to somé night 


fit een ts affic of absolutely. sporadic. character absdlutely negligible. 3 “ 
eC Nse ey. . Finally,, it: appears that new bridges have ‘been boilt:iover the: = RE 
BS athe te Tevere,* outside of the city, in view of eventual: retreats, precisely on 


"> “potas net to‘make’use of. the Roman bridges. . The twomillion © 9° 2: | 

pee ‘ citizens who live there today, among... others, gan testi; vy to this,. arian 
os pmong: them being the meiibers of the diplomatic, forps aceredited’ 9... + 
Ri to the Holy. See, who are observers, as’ attentive. as they are. i jartial,. j 
RS because: an. rt reat majority they belong to countries which compose. ‘the , 


ge aarti Pt ks this, as appears : certain, is correct, sm ‘am Led to believe SUK sy a 
eee » the hope that Rome can. be spared, not’ only in the course. of the ©“) ¥") 
ee Ae > operations which will result in its conquest “but: also in the future, | oe 
Bees: Peat “when it -will.bea part of Liberated Italye . ‘This, .of COUrses oo lave: 3 
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| : i OO ie era | 7 
You recently asked me when We might expect to 
reach Rome. Brigadier Sugdétl;” rcter..of.Plans, 
advises me that we may reach Rome in a fortnight's | 
time and at the worst not for six weeks. He thinks, 
however, that we should capture Rome within a 
month. On the whole Brigadier Sugden tends to be 
conservative in his forecasts, and I should be 
inclined to bet that we shall be in Rome within 

three weeks @% a month. | 
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CHURCHILL 
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The firet line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order 
Prefix Letters and Aer “print of Message Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time ha 


Official inatructions—if any. 


Clerk’s Name. Time Received. 


CHURCHILL PRIME MINISTER 


MR 
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| DOWNING STREET LONDON 


RE apm 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE GREAT VICTORIES % 


GAINED BY THE ALLIED VICTORIOUS FoRCES IN | 


THUS 


THE 


ITALIAN 


FRONT 


BY ENTERING 


ROME 


AND 


VANQUISHED 


NATIONS 


DEMOLISHING 


| LIBERATING 


| KISSELRING LORD 


ARMY AND HIS TYRANT 


HITLER 


+ | WISH TO CONVEY TO YOUR EXCELLENCY 
3 »\ MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY'S OFFICES. #8 © ~~ 
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AND FOR. mer - SEA, 


AT THE ‘COMPANY ‘S- 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION: (Always Open). 
ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA. PESANEMENT, 7 C,2. 


i 
ee 


Telex Number $ TEMple Bar 2441. 
Telephone Numbers 


‘Bradiord : 6/10, Broadway... sia ee ‘ail 


3: Lembard House, 142, Great 


Dundee: 46and 50,BellStret .. .._... 
Edinburgh 2: 99,George Street. .. ...__... 
Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street... 
Hull: 5, Silver Street ... rece aes oe ies 


The Fruit Exchange, Spita! Leeds 1: 15, Infirmary Street etn Foe 
Candlewick House, 116/126, 3 
Capel Court, Throgmort Liverpool 2: 4, Castle Street ... aoe ase oes 
Manchester 2: 94, Mosley Street... nee es 
Newcastle : 31, Mosley Street eee”) Neweastle 22321 
Sa Martie ee ei as Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) rR vie coe Oe Buryan 206 
Regent Street, W Ww ’ oie 6244 | Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker... ...  ...  ... Sheffield 20283 
sabemel ouse, Charing Cross, ‘Strand, 3696 | And at the Company's Wireless Stations at Brentwood, Dorchester, 
7871 Ongar and Somerton. 
°" 12322 
ro : NORTHERN IRELAND— - 
| | And the District Messenger Company's Offices. Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast _...Belfast 27438 
Meee : TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES : 
BIRMINGHAM : LIVERPOOL : MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE: SHEFFIELD : 
| Central Telex 7370. Telex 8112. Central Telex 5800. Telex 23033. Telex 23040. 


It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company’s Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged. 
Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked 


A ze ; } “VIA IMPERIAL CABLE " if intended for transmission by cable, or | 

ae nih ‘VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS "’ if intended for transmission by wireless. This indication is not Charged for, 
aes : Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches. 
ee | | | EIRE. (IRELAND). 


DUBLIN : 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only)... én Pose 


Telephone No.: Dublin 74995. 


: Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. 
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HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :—ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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“TO ALL: BRITISH PEOPLE IN YOUR HIGH 


PERSON MY HEARTFELT CONGRATULAT I ONS Q@REAT | 
1s WY HOPE THAT YOU WILL GAIN VICTORY AT 


LAST AHEAD ALEXANDER AND @ 0D WITH YOU TILL 
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US L747 . : | Ref.NO. F,.96337 
MAT ele 
| Dated O71940. Be 44. 
IMPORTANT Rec'd O80101.B.44. 
INCOMING Message ETOUSA ‘ 
roi: ALGIERS | e 2 
TO: AGWAR 
MAT cle 7th 6, 1944, 


~EDITED LITERAL TEXT" 
INTERIO R_ ADDRESSES : 

From: pape Si gned WILSON cite FHGEG 
ACtlon to: ACWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff 

Rptd.to:  ETOUSA info British Chiefs of staff 


Subject: Conditions in Rome. 


Preliminary report from Civil Affairs 
officer there shows:- _ 


A. Water supply functioning. 
Be MOSt bridges undamaged. 
Ce. Majority télephones operating 
De Some civil co ortiee remains and already 
eeing used to collect food supplies from 
| * AnZ10. 
He MoSt art treasures removed to Vatican 
and are intact, 
F. Vatican in perzect order. 
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(“S"franemits copy of Political Intelligence Department 
lercey "Eoctes Inte] a Focese Section Report dated 7th 
June on General Roberto Bencivenga. 


| General Bencivenga assumed civil end military 
| command of Rome pending the arrival of the Allied 
| troops. 
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| CONF IDENT IAL | | P.I.D. Italian Region . 
13 Intelligence Section 


~Fth June 19) 


“atid 


On 10 a.m. on 6: 6.4J., Marsh tae sistas the following 
telegren from General Roberto Bendivengas 


"Tn the name of the Gove: ment of tho Eide of Italy and 
the Allies I have compar idig-ensttied Civil and military 
command. of Rome and her territory in the war zone." 


Mars hall Badoglio replied: 


"Tn tho name of the Government ami of the people of 
Italy I send to liberated Rome and to you the greetings 
of the country striving for her redemption." 


Introduction 


General Bencivenga played a leading part in clandestine activities 

. in Rone before the arrival of the Fifth Army. Thus, it seems, he 
appropriately took charge of the civil and military administration 
of the Italian capital. That he held the post only temporarily - pending 
the formal establishment of Allied control - was confirmed by a subseouent 
report that the military command in the Rome area had been entrusted 
to Major-General Harry H. Johnson, and the civil administration to 
Brigadier-General Edsar Erskine Hume, Senior Civil Affairs Officer of the 
Fifth Army, previously responsible for the civil. administration of Naples 
Both these officers are Ainericans. 


Bi ography 


The following biographical particulars of Roberto Bencivenga may 
be of interest. 


Born in 1878. 
1901-.. Attended Military College. 
1906. Captain. 
1908. ‘Transferred to the General Staff. 
1910-11. Served in the Libyan Campaign and was 
awarded Bronze and Silver Medals. 3 
191,.. Major. . 
1915-17. Served as Sccretary to General Cadorna (Chicf of 
Army Steff until the Caooretto disaster in 1917). 
1916. Promoted Lt.-Colonel and later Colonel. 
Aug. 1917. Commander of the Casale Brigede. 
Nove 1917. Commander of the Aosta Brigade. 
Feb. 1919. Head of the liilitary Mission sent to Berlin. 
Military correspondent successively of the "Tempo", 
"Paese" and"Mondo". 
April 1924. Deputy for Campania, cdherent of Amendolc' 
Liberals in the Fuscist-dominated Chiimber. 
June 1924-0ct.1925. President of the Italian Press 
Association. 

The Managing Board of the Press Association was | 
dissolved by the Fascist Government in Oct. 1925. 
Bencivenga protested against the dissolution, which 
involved his dismissal, asserting that it was prompted 
by political motives. | 
Nov.1926. As a member of the Aventinist Opposition he 

was deprived of his seat in the Chamber of Deputies. 

He was later found in possession of, and charged with 
having drawn up, a document ent itled "A Manual of Anti- 
Fascist Tactics". , 

Jan.1927. Sentenced by the Fascist authorities to two 
years "ammonizione", that is, a form of strict police 


supervision. 

Nov.1927. Arrested owing to the fact that documents 
implicating him were found among the papers of another 
prominent anti-Fascist, the former Deputy Mario Ponzio 
di San Sebastiano, and was condemned to "confino". A 
few days later Bencivenga was suspended from his rank 
in .the Army "for an indefinite period". 

24.8043. Some weeks after the Badoglio coup d'etat over- 
throwing Mussolini, Bencivenga was among the well-known 
anti~Fascists released from internment on the island of 
PonZa.e 


Rome Anti-Fascist Chief 


In recent months, as mentioned above, Bencivenga played a leading 
role in the anti-Fascist underground movement in Rome. Last January 
Berlin reports named Bencivenga as Minister of War in a new Italian 
Government to replace Bedoglio's = a new Government alleged to have 
deen planned by Vyshinsky, the Soviet. representative in Italy, in 
collaboration witn Sforza and Croce. 


Politically, Bencivenga was in the past an adherent of the 
Liberal group led by Giovanni amendola, a former Minister, who died 


in exile through injuries inflicted by Fascist thugs headed by Carlo 
scorza. 


It is noteworthy that among all military chiefs available in the 
Italian capital Bencivenga was the most acceptable to the anti-Fascist 
Parties united in the National Liberation Committee. 
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TELEGRAM FROM 
gir Sir Dp. Osbourne, 


Ne vo, Booey See 


Dated Oth June,1944, 
Recetwed 


in Registry 5 lzth June, 
1944, 


Rt 6 Ces. 


ee —— Ul 


| Occupation Of Rome: Allied participation. 
General Clark informed Sir D'Arcy on the 8th gune that 


in spite of concertration of the American Army in the 
Rome area and passing through the city, he wishes to do 
all in his power to amphasise that the troops under his 
command, occupying and passting through Rome were 
Allied troops. He asked Sir D'Arcy t stand beside him 
at a Saluting base at Porta pia while there was a 
march past of British troops to be quartered in Rome. 
Sir d'arcy expressed his gratitude for this kind 
thought and the spirit which had prompted it. 
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Tico | Allied troops have satisfied the Swiss authorities, 
TELEGRAM FROM the protecting power, that the Germans had an arms 

| Sir Noel Charles dump in their Embassy in Rome. Swiss are most 

: See ect as) indignant and are sending a stiff note. Valuable 

No. 226. documents have been found in German Embassy. United 

| States colleague fears that Germans will regard this 


Dated 1Oth June 1944, jaction as an excuse for ransacking United States 


Received \ Leth June j|Embassies. 
P | im Registry / 1944, Repeated to Resident Minister, Mediterranean, 
4 | No. 127s 
. | R: Italy. 
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Repeated to Resmin Med, telegram No. 187 

wn ™@m TN 


Sebret. 


Allied treops cbtained certain preef that the 
Germans had ammnitien dwap in their Babassy at Reme. 
Matter was investigated founi true by Swiss in the 
presence of Allied efficers, ) : 


2e Swiss are said te be j t that the Germans 
should have played sueh a trick on the 


, Lang power 
and to be sending very stiff note of orbtest 40 ° 
German Government. 


8. A seareh has been made in the German Eabassy and 
valuable documents have been found. iiy United States 
eolleague fears that the Germans will make t an 
excuse for ransacking American Embassies, 
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No. 225. Gypher. 


Vated 1Oth June 1944, 
Recewed \ 1Oth June 
im Registry £ 1944, 


R: Italy. 


Situation in Rome. 


According to General MacFarlane Germans left 
Rome sooner than they intended. More than four days 
food was found and an effort had been made to leave 
a good impression. 
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Repeated to Resmin Med No. 126 


_ General MacFarlane says that Germans must have 

left Rome much sooner than they intended. More than four 
days’ food for the population was found and although 
there had been previous shortages an evident effort had 
been made to leave a good impression. 
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Number 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Resident Minister, 


Algiers. 
No. 769 (Cypher). 


Dated Oth June 1944, 


Received 1 Ot h June 
im Registry 1944, 


BR: italy. 


Ammunition at German Embassy, Rome. 


search of German Embassy, carried out in 
presence of Swiss, resulted in discovery of explosives, 
armaments and wireless transmitting sets. Swiss 
agreed to removal of findings on condition that 
full inventory was given and premises handed back 
for protection. Asks whether publicity should be 
given to incident. 

Repeated Naples saving. 
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I am making enquiries, through the | 
Intelligence Section (Operations), of the 
special Inter-Service body whom we have in 
Italy to collafe and disseminate intelligence, 
exactly what documents were found in the Embassy | 
as reported in Sir Noel Charles's telegram in 
R 9191. 7 
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IDET MINISTER) TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


oF D. 11.00 pom ith June, 194, 
10th June, 192. Re 3-30 am 12th June, 1914 


Repeated to Naples Saving 


Gees Es 


Military authorities in Rome have reported ae receipt of 
reliable evidence that there was a dump of exp ves in the 

‘ounds J eel aut wehe fats 
Swiss representative to be present while the Enbassy was searched, 
The Swiss agreed to the seareh as they had already been told about 
the dump by the doorkeeper in (arp. undec: ? Enabassy]). 


Ze . Search resulted in the discovery of explosives, 
ess transmitting set. The Swiss were 

accoz informed that military authorities considered that 
diplomatic " damund ty of the Embassy had been forfeited and that 
they intended removal of what they had found and conducting a 
further thorough searoh of the whole premises, The Swiss ed 
on condition that a full inventory was given them of everyth: 
taken away and that after the search the premises should reve 
to them for protection. These deni tions were accepted, 


3. You will no doubt consider whether publicity should 
be given to this incident, 


[Copies sent to Mr. Wiltshire], 


SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM, 
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OZ S110 
TOO 1317202 
TOD 1519107. 
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310. 13th June, 1944. 
From J.1.C.(I.S.(0)) for G2 (Documents). 


.  Reterence Resmin Med. telegram No. 127 
Paras we 


- - Signal particulars of viluable documents 
found in German. Embassy. 
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‘Your telegram No. 769 duplicates Sir N. 
vharles' telegran No. 226. Please try to avoid 
such duplication on Italian affairs in future. 
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Please refer to the copies I sent you 


0/1 2h/22. 


G.L.McD. 
e of Naples telegram No. 226 and Algiers 


telegram No. 769,both of the 10th June, 
about the ammunition dump discovered in 
/ the grounds of the German Embassy in Romé. 
Colonel Moeatta. 
War Office. Paragraph 5 of the Algiers telegram raises the 
question of publicity for the incident. 

While we have naturally no criticism to 
(from ur. McDermott ) 

offer of the measures taken by the military 

authorities.or for that matter by the Swiss, 


J 
we are on balance rather against further 


MARGIN. 


publicity (one newspaper story has already 
appeared, rather inconspicuously o the effect 


that an explosion occurred in the German 


IN THIS 


Embassy when it was being examined by the 
Allied authorities). Our reasons are as 


follows. 


From the legal point of view it is true 


“as explosives, and particularly 
hash tb fhew 

HE. , ought not to be kept on diplomatic 
premisés. On the other hand, it is quite 


legitimate for small arms and ammunition 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


to be kept on such premises for the personal 
defence of the staff in countries where 
disorders are to be anticipated. In the 
circumstances prevailing in Italy we think 
this could not be regarded as altogether 
unreasonable Prom the practical political 
point of view, you are aware that stocks of 
explosives were not only kept but discovered 
in various of our missions, so that we are 


not in as strong a position as we might 


the Swiss seem to have fallen 


in/ 


wish. . Again, 


in enthusiastically with all the military 
authorities’ proposals nd, while they were no 
hovee? & 


doubt justified in this,publici ) { their attitude 


might have a bad effect on interests of<ours 
‘which they protect in Axis countries. 

On the other hand the advantages to be 
gained from extensive publicity for this find 


do not. seem to us very great. Everyone knows the 


Germans’ abuse of diplomatic and every other 
sort of privilege well enough already. 

If you agree,, we propose, therefore, to 
reply on the above lines, informing Washington 


who are clearly interested in the affair. 
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(R 9229/124/22) oF _ , 19th June, 1944. 
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Please refer to the copies I sent you of Naples 
telegram No.226 and Algiers telegram No.769, both of 
the 10th June, about the ammunition dump discovered 
in the grounds of the Germen.Embessy in Rome. . . 
Paragraph & of the Algiers: telegram raises the ane Re 1Op 
of publicity for the incident. | 


~ While: we have. naturally no criticism, to offer of 
thie. measures: taken. by the military authorities, or for 
that matter by the Swiss, we are: on balance rather Meo 4 
against further publicity (one newspaper story has 
already appeared, rather inconspicuously to the effect 
that an explosion occurred in the German Embassy when 
it was being examined by the Allied authorities). Our 

_ reasons are as follows. 


From the legal point of view it is true that in 
principle explosives, and particularly high explosive, 
ought not to be kept on diplomatic premises. On the 
other hand, it is quite legitimate for small arms and 
ammunition "to be kept on such premises for the personal 
defence of the staff in countries where disorders are 
to be anticipated. In the circumstances prevailing in 
Italy we think this could not be regarded as altogether 
unreasonable, 


From the practical political point of view, you are 
aware that stocks of explosives were not only kept but 
discovered in various of our missions, so that we are not 
in as strong a position as we might wish. Again, the 


Swiss/ 


Colonel A.A. Mocatta, 
Wer Office. 


3Q P 


‘Swiss seem ‘to have falien in enthusiastically with 
all the military authorities’ proposals and, while 
they were no doubt justified in this,too mach 
publicity for their attitude might have a bad effect | 
on interests of ours which they — in Axis. _ 
countries. 


On the other. hana vee tinekiieen to be. catonh 
from extensive publicity for this find do not seem 
to us very great. Everyone knows the Germans’ abuse 
of diplomatic and every other sort of setei eget well 
ensugn already. 


 {f you agree we propose, ciatibibieiiies. to reply on 
the above lines, informing Washington who are — 
interested in ‘the affair. : 


Ae ‘Yours Sincerely : 
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Registry Status of city of Rome. 


| aartle 9263/ 124/22. | Ma | 
4a Summerises note from Vatican suggesting 
SR EGEAM TES measures which might be taken to ensure 
Lr oy declaration of Rome as an open city. Issending 
translation of note to Allied authorities. 


| 
| Dated 11th Junes1944. 
: Received \ 

in Registry YSth June 21944 


R: Italy. 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
KI229 From the political point of view there is reason 
to hope that measures might be taken to avoid Rome : 
References. being injured by German bombing now that we have 


succeeded in liberating it intact. It is of course 
questionable whether a declaration that we should 
treat Rome as an open city would have any real 
effect on the Germans. They are being hustled back 
and demoralised and probably will not. have the means 
or inclination to attack it in any case. Also they 
might try to reply rather cuttingly to a declaratinn 
. by us in this sense,on the lines that they have no 
_ (Print.) reason to believe it and that it was strange that 
ae we had not made one before the occupation. Another | 
political argument against such a declaration is the 
fact that we shall almost certainly want to instalY 
‘How diepased of.) the Italian Government and perhaps various other 
administrative organs in Rome before very long. It 
te age 53077 is likely enough, however, that we shall be pressed 
by the Americans to make some such declaration. 


In the first place, however, military and not. 
political factors must presumably be considered, just 
as they were in the deliberations leading up to 
General Wilson's proclamation of the Srd June on the 
lines of C.0.S. (W) 80 in R 7981/32/G. One or two 
things suggest that, although the military have 
always been against’ any declaration of Rome as an 
open city so far, it is nevertheless worth taking the 
matter up with them again. See for instance 
paragraph 8 of W.C.0.'s letter in R 6518/G, where it is. 
stated that “once cneth of Rome we should need to 
use all the through roads available | née Yai 
could be put in ede ger Again, G Wi} 
- paragrap re) 1 of the 19th May in 
| R 7981/G states that “It is my intention... to 
(Action |\,. (Index. hold the eventual garrison in Rome to a minimum", 

General Macfarlane too puts forward in his memorandum 
: Ie of the 18th May to General Wilson in R 8597 certain 
| a “ arguments suggesting the possibility that there might 
VG | ga be some advantage in treating Rome as an open city. 
\ Finally, the fact thet the United States Chiefs of 


Staff asked that the final sentence of the proposed 
Next Paper. statement in C.0.S. (W) 80 should be cut out may 


mean that they still contemplate the possibility of 


completed.) o\, 
; 


22175 2/41 F.Q.P. our/ 


By 5 


want to make it clear that this ha 


our treating Rome as an en city after ita occupation, 
for that sentence reads: n the Allied armies 
themselves occupy Rome they will be in a position 
effectively to defend it from any attack which the 
Germans may be able to mount by land or from the air." 


I should therefore suggest that it is worth 
putting the question in the new circumstances to our 
military authorities, and that it should be referred 
in the first place to the War Cabinet Offices. If it | 
should eventually be decided that a declaration of 


Rome as an open city should be made,we should no doubt 

d no connexion 
whatever with the various bogus German declarations, 
which were made, mainly for their own purposes,, and 
which were of course all rendered nugatory by German 
military use of Rome in the last days before their 
retreat. 


It will be seen that Sir D. Osborne has informed | 
the Allied military authorities. I have sent a copy tc 
Colonel Mocatta, War Office, and the War Cabinet Offices 
will presumably have seen the telegram in the 
distribution. 


15th June, 19440/ fp. jl ee , 
Ra we Coed Mk . N. Onnles [ Wheaw” 
Ramu sun) a Wi Oke Way ar Whar Ween ed 
Wwe Wn VaMicwn Wve. larmally 1 Wuke We 
" as it a {" Wi [rnnslaiidy haw. Ne 


1 Wh Ww We Maw . 


Pag ma Me WA WwW 


Wd. Ww th Mw pm ma wie ~ Ser tied 
heh bw Vrhe Wi MMe 


(The text of this telegram must first be para phrased 
communicated to persons outside British or v ted ist 
te fe KK or if retransmitted in a cypher systen 


[ CYPHER] 


sir D. Osborne 
No, 419 


D. 12.50 p.m. llth Jume 1944, 
lith June 1944.- 


R. 2.50 p.m. 12th Jume 1944, 


L-LeLeL-Z 


Following is summary of a note just received from the 
Vatican, translation of which United States colleague and 
I are sending to Allied authorities. 


2. While passage of large numbers of Allied troops and 
material through - Rens. was inevitable in the first days of 

the eccupation when military pre tions were proceeding 

in the neighbeurhood yl ¥ er window Germans had used 
the streets for f their treep is now evident that 
ep of gof mili tary 0b sotives within Ps city caine thats it te 

attack. After eve t was done 

te bn = the the city and its monuments, it wou tee way: 

pretext were ao offered for bembing, thas ve 

endangering the Vatican City and Papal outskirts “in R 

bo binges is confident that the Allied Gevernments, desirous 

A pg a ing the city from further damage and censcieus of 
er rensibiiities », are fully dispesed te adept the 

be oll measures te prevent the dernans from just 

bembing en the greunds ef military ebjectives in the city. 

The Vatican therefere trusts that cempetent Allied autherities 
will declare Reme an epen city witheu delay and “at take 

neces practical measures giving [7 » omitted] = 
declaration. Fer this purpese the Vatican a beg te to) enly (a )Leie- 
MeSeperatienal cemmands sheuld net be in Rem 

eommands and treeps necessary for maintaining @ ae’ ¢ 
technical services and fer feed the wa popes A 
sheuld remain within the city's limits; military traffie 
sheuld be diverted te the ne ake ef reads warsouaesns the 
city; (@) anti-aireraft defences sheuld be excluded frem the 
eity at the necessary distance te aveid damage te it. 


5, Please repeat te Washingten. 


[Repeated te Washingten under Ne. 5507]. 


NOTHING m WRIT 


- = as | De | 15 7 h , | | 944. 
16th June, 1944, 2.15 p.m 18th June, 1944 


Repeated to Naples Ragone 
Holy See ©. 245 


ashingten i No, 5478 


be Seclarea an open “aie 


[Copies sent to Mr, = i 
OTP 


» 


ER'S OFFICE) TO FORE IGN OFFICE. 


sir. Ae RUBROM. 


Repeated te Naples. 5 5 5 


D: 10,50 Dols lst June, 1944. 
R: 6.50 a.m. 28nd June,1944. 


Your telegram Ne. 1587, K A2bs/ yo. / ah 


Please repeat Sir D. Osborne's telegram reperting 
this prepesal. This is the first we have heard ef it. 


f Ne eh yegk GRE. ab ie. RR ee, Nl ae i eee ae “y 
LP 7Z6) |Z | 2 
on — P28 Thy 0 FO ew @ 


File Number 
SOUTHERN. 


1944 


| 9G fh : | ‘ 2? | 


= 124 , 
| Regtstr Pic i 
| Re Rp 9418 /Slea8/ 22 « 


FROM R68ic8 rt Minister 
\igiers | 


No. 122, 
Dated 0 tH June 194. 
Recoeed ,yipth June guts 


in Registry 


. 
‘ ~e es - 
” ’ , ‘ 4 


Damage caused by Allied bombing to non-military 


objectives in Rome. 


Transmits copy of FATIMA telegram No. 5822 from 


General MacFarlane reporting that he has arranged for 


a Commission to go to Rome as soon as possible in 
order to compile an imventory of such damage. 


(Action ee (Index.) 
completed.) | 
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Next Paper. 
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nm Italy. | 
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(Print.) 


26513 ~F,O.P. 


. SECRET 


y \ | : 
The British Resident Minister at Allied Es, rae 
Algiers presents his compliments to the Under | cr elaty ofa stat 


for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to tPonsmit=herew: 
(ies) of the undermentioned document (4). 


SYne Mh 


“es @eeeeeseseed0202020808880802688 


wt | 
Reference to previous correspondence ;:= 


ee 


Description, | | ‘Date. 


Text of Cable from ACC WAIN FROM MACFARLANE 
to AFHQ.No. 5822 dated 5th June. 


Reference your F 54030 of 2 June. 


Wave arranged for 5 officers of this Commission, 
2 from Air ‘orce Sub Commission and 1 from Lionunents 
‘Sub Conmission to go earliest into Rome for the purpose 
of compiling an inventory of damage caused to non- 
military objectives in Rome due to Allied bombing. 


File Number :— 


R47 


SOUTHERN. 


Nat 


=, 


ITAL 


ee x ial 


2 


Regisiry 
Number 


R 9476/124/28. 


TELEGRAM FROM 
cir A. old( Algiers 


No. 


805. 


Dated 15th June:1944. 
Received \ : 
in Registry /16th June+1944 


Parade thro. h Rome of Allied Forces. 


Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 1279 
(R 900/1402/19). 
General Alexander proposes to hold a Parade 
through Rome of all Forces who took part in the 
battle beginning 11th May. French, Polish and 
American Forces will be represented but no Greek or 
Yugoslav. Later a Parade of all Allied Forces and 
Civilians will take place. 

Considers these arrangements very sensible. 


R: Italy. | 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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ees (Des aiphei).2 
qQ) CypHER Room, C 


FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No..... Wy scnccas, 


(2) DiIvISIoN CONCERNED (FoR ARCHIVES). 
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2XTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM MR. MACMILLAN 70 SIR 0.SARGRNT. 
Dated War Cabinet Offices, 22nd June, 1944. FO roid 


eats “i 4 0 I anes Ch 
oe DAWA 4, | : 
Dear Orme Sargent, =9§- Yuurd PY abe tam WS 


gge eoeoeaa eee eee ee 


4. The point of the Allied Army in Italy having a little 
parade of its own in Rome is this :- 


2) to avoid the very difficulties mentioned in 
your telegram 1337; 


(bd) to give General Alexander and the officers and 


‘men serving under him a show of their own without the 


whole paraphernalia of the Supreme Allied Commander, the 
Deputy Supreme Allied Commander, the British Resident 
Minister, the American Diplomatic i slay Sov bh bad and all 
the rest of us who naturally appear to the troops in 

Italy as something of an incubus. And, to be quite frank, 
General Alexander [| think is more interested in his battle 
than in the parade, and I do not think he will even have _ 
ae until his battle is over, and the future unfols 
1tsé . 


Your second sentence seems to be wrong. je are not 
celebrating the defeat of the Italians, but the defeat of 
the Germans. However, if you insist, would it not be 
better to have representatives of all the Governments on 
the Allied Advisory Council. I may mention that General 
Alexander's a aha is also important regarding the French 
situation. It will uphold Juin now the ewig of attack. 
If we make it a national representation, not a representa- 
tion of the troops employed, de Lattre Tassigny and 
de Gaulle will turn up in order to overshadow Juin. 


eeeeeeeeeoeesee @ 


Yours very sincere] 


HAROLD MACMILLAN. 


(-< ra peer rt Wye bo 


® 


Su ft 


| FROM ALGIERS 


Mr. Rumbold. 
No. 805. 


D. 10.00 p.m. 15th June, 1944. 
15th wo, R. 7.00 a.m. 16th June, 1944. 


Repeated to Naples. — 


ihe Semen Seara 
4 


Your telegram No. 1279. 970° | | 4O>- | 


It is ee sed in two or three weeks time General 
Alexander s d hold a parade in Rome in which all Forces 
land sea and air which took art in the battle be ng 
on May 11th will be represented. No Governmental or civilian 
resentatives will take part in the pro French 
Polish and American Forces. will be represented ut no 
Greek ort Yugoslav as there were no Greek or Yugoslav es 
ngage s battle. At some later date General Wilson 
hi Ks of hol another ceremony in Rome which would be 
both military Civilian in character and in which as many 
a — of the nations at war with Germany will take 


2. I think these ements which have been d 
upon by Generals Wilson and Alexander are eminently sensible. 


[Copies sent to Mr. Wiltshire]. 
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Your telegram No. 803 /of June 


L5ths 


ceremonial parade in Rome/. 
The desire to limit the parade to 
troops who have taken part in the 
present campaign is understandable, but 
the capture of. Rome means more than the 


success of the present battle and any 


| ceremonial parade would have wider 


Significance. The Greeks were the 


first of the Allies to fight and defeat 
the Itslians and have therefore a very 


special status. They would for this 


reason be gravely offended if they 
were not represented and would not be 


satisfied with the promise of 


representation at a ceremony which may 
be held at some later date. Moreover, 
if Greeks are not invited on this 


occasion, this will be exploited as a 


rebuff to the Greek Prime Minister by 
his critics just at the time when we 


Wish to enhance his prestige and 


authority. 


2.f 


-2. I hope therefore that 
General Alexander will be prepared to 
reconsider his decision and allow 
a Greek detachment to take part in the 
parade. 


%. The same considerations do not 


apply to the Yugoslavs who have not 


been directly concerned like the 


Greeks in the war against Italy. 


& 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


i SS Oa 


Your telegram Ne, 903 [ef June 15th: ceremonial 
parade in Rene]. 


te limit the parade to treeps whe have 
in the present ampaign is understandable, but the : 
Rei than the success ef the present — 


if Greeks are yas en this ‘eccasion 


t te the Greek Prine Minister 4 
&. ‘I hepe therefere that General Alexander will | 
ti 3 yf decision and allew a Greek } 


in the war against Italy. 
[Copies sent te Mr. Wiltshire] 
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DRAFT MINUTE / 
THE PRIME MINISTER 


a, “a. 
Rb Sune 69¢¢ 


With reference to my minute of June llth, 
No. P.M./44/429, I have now heard from Algiers 
that General Wilson and General Alexander propos 
to hold a parade in Rome in two or three weeks’ 


time. They plan to confine it to forcés which 


a have actually taken part in the present battle 


and neither the Greeks nor the Yugoslavs would 


“",#] therefore be represented. 


eo You will remember that in his message to 
you of June 5th (Mr. Leeper's telegram No. 384) 
the King of Greece mentioned your suggestion 
that the Greek Army should be represented in 
any triumphal march through Rome and I have no 
doubt that both the King himself and all other 
Greeks would be ens POET... vy 

Greek contingent took part. I have set out 

my views in the attached telegram which has been 
sent to Algiers and i-much hope that you will 
feel able to support me in asking General Wilson 
and General Alexander to modify thetr plan. 


rin 


64 


with reference to my minute of June 11th, 
ERLANG er on ee oe 
hold a ‘pen in Rome in two or three weeks’ time. 
They plan to confine it te forces which have actually 
Greeks nor the Yugoslave would therefore be 

You will remember that in his message to 

you of June Sth (lr. ers telegram No, aad the 


4 


ay nie eaniee enh uhh citi Gee wate & 


very gravely disappointed if no Greek contingent 
took part. I have set out my views in the attached 
telegram which has been sent to Algiers and I much 


hope/ 


LS Pa 


+ 


that you will feel able to support me in 
eneral Wilson and & mere ¢ Manger to 


hope 
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Ne SR 9567/124/22 


TELEGRAM FROM 


| Sir D'Arcy Osborne 
no Hory See) 
Pee 


Daied 16th June 1944 


Status of City of Rome. 
efers to his telegram No. 419 of 11th June 
(R 9263/124/22). 

States that he and his United States colleague 
have now communicated the Vatican substance of 
reply from General Clark, and intentions that the 
control of Rome will pass to General Alexander on 
13th June as regards the Vatican suggestion that 
Rome Ge declared an open city General Clark states 


Received \18th June 1944 that decision is beyond his authority and the question 


in Regisiry f 
R: Italy 


has been referred to General Alexander. 


Last Paper. 
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Next Paper. 
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REGISTRY REPETITION OF TELEGRAMS. 


"am 


(2) Division CONCERNED (FoR ARCHIVES). 


De 1e40 pom 16th June, 1942, 
Re 7eh45 Goll 17th June, 194, 


CegcgeE 
My telegram No. 419. iar \ ae aD 


United States collea and 1 have now commmicated to 
atican substance of reply y from General Clark, He states 
that ccntie) of Rome will pass from him to General Alexan¢ 
on Jwie 15th, Meanwhile “yg has taken steps to sooumplish the 
following M6asures. 


(1) Movement of various Fifth Arny Headquarters fron 
City — has already begun snd should be completed by 


(2) Movement of Fifth Army troops garriso Rome started 
to-day and should be completed by Jue 17th, 
Gate only fth Army troops remain: in the City will be 

ary for preservation of order end 
administration and feeding of the population. 


(3) Everything possible is being done to deviate maximm 
army traffic from centre of Rome, but problem is not en 
easy one and no assurance can be gen at this date, 


(4)  Byery precaution is being taken to avoid damage to 
the city by anti-airoraft defences and special care has 
been taken to enswre that there will be no anti~aircraft 
fire in the direction of the Vatican City, 


2, As regards the Vatican suggestion that Rome be 
nay are an open city General Clark states that decision is 
poyonc hor’ ~~ and that question has been referred : 
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+ (Washington) 
r Ne. : 


Dated 12th June,1944, 
Received 


in Repsty J 19th June, 


, Liberation of Rome: Messages exchanged between presi- 
Registry 9603/124/22 dent Roosevelt and Allied perermeny and military _ 
3 Number officials. 
FROM viscount 
“Halifax — Transmits copy of United States government Press 


|}Release of the 7th June giving the texts of telegrams 


and acknowledgements exchanged between the President 
of the United States and the various governments and 
military officials of the United Nations on the 
subject of the Allied offensive in Italy and the 
Liberation of Rome. 


1944. 
R: Italy. eo 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) } if 4 
References. 
(UMD 23k 
(Print.) 
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| HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents his Ta 
compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Gorcign Affairs and has the honour ta. isseo-hini the under- 


mentioned documents. ; 


» > “~; 


ene ey 4. @ FR . 
British Embassy  e3 OE 
Washington, D. C. | i 4, 


3 


2 
; 
2 


Pe basi pe Le Moa ky 


Pad 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Press Release | Texts of cablegrams and 
June 7, 19h. acknowledgments ex- 
changed to date between 
the President of the 
United States and 
various governments 

and military officials 
of the United Nations. 


exchanged to date betweer 
military officials of the mice sia te : 


: the Allied liberation of Rome and pays deep tribute to the 


The follows 1 are ‘the texts of cablegrams and acknowledgments . 


the President and various government and 


From Premier, Pralin to the President: 


"The news of the capture of Rome was enatind in 
hg 79 ag mn you 


From Marshal Badoglio to the President: 


"To you, Mr. President, to the great and free North 
American peopie, ‘and to your paliant troops, on the day when 
the victorious troops pursuing the fleeing enemy, are restoring 
Rome to the new Italy, I send my ardent wishes for the future 
as well as my gratitude. Today Rome, the first European 
capital to be liberated from the Germans, once again occupies 
her place in the world of justice and liberty. There can be 
no surer guarantee of renewed and lasting friendship between 


the United States and-Italy than the sacrifices of American 
soldiers for ‘the liberation of Rome." 


From the President to Merete. Badoglio: 


‘WT thank you for your message of June 6. The 


~ American people found it of good augury to that cause of 


world freedom and progress for which they are fighting that 
the first capital of the European continent to emerge from 


- the black shadow of tyranny should be Rome, with all its 


universal significance. Its liberation was a fitting prelude 
to that mighty invasion launched from the North. 


‘Just as Rome and the other historic cities of Italy 
are felt to be the inheritance of all the civilized world, so, | 


I am sure, the Italian people have never been more keenly aware 


than today that the cause of the civilized world is their cause 


and demands the complete dedicetion of their powers of mind and) 


heart." 


From Prime Minister Curtin of Australia to the President: 


"Joyfully Australia thw its any pom on 


» 


gallant forces of the United Nations whose devotion has evoked 
this marked advance towards the final victory which will free 


all the world from despotism and tyranny. My. deepest personal 
regards." Mae 


From the President to General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson: 


‘We are all thrilled by the splendid success in 


Italy. My very warm congratulations to you." 


From General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson to the President: 


"T greatly appreciate and want to thank you for your 
message. 7 


"Our success during the last few months is due to the 
fine fighting qualities of the Allied troops, the constant haras- 
sing operations of the Allied Air Forces and the support received 
from the Allied Navies. ‘The 85th and 88th United States Divisions 
showed dash and fighting spirit in this their first battle, and I 
should like to record my admiration of these fine troops." 


oQew 


From the President, ‘to General Sir Harold ‘Alexander: 


| oT am. vdiey happy. to be able te send to my old friend 
unstinted praise and congratulations on the fall of Rome. 


From General Sir Harold Alexander to the President: 
"Your kind message of. congratulations is greatly 


appreciated. The United States Fifth Army played a magnificent 
part in this victory. I am immensely proud of it." 


From the President to Lieutenant General Mark Clark: 


"You have made the American people very happy. It 


is a grand job. Well done. Congratulations to you and the 
men of the Fifth Army." 


ae eee General Mark Clark to the President: 


"All members of the Fifth Army. are inspired by your 
deepiy appreciated message of congratulations, and we reaffirm 
our pledge to deliver unrelenting blows until the enemy is 
finally defeated," 


From the President to Lieutenant General Sir Oliver Leese: 


"My very warm congratulations to you and the men of 
the Eighth Army." 


From Lieutenant General Sir Oliver Leese to the President: 


"7 thank you, Mister President, on behalf of all 
ranks of the Eighth Army, for your most kind congratulations 
which we value greatly. It has been an inspiration to fight 
alongside the Fifth Army. With all my respects and grateful 
thanks to yourself." 


From the President to Admiral Sir John H. D. Cunningham: 


"My hearty congratulations to you, to the officers 
and men under your command. The Navies of Britain and the U. S. 
have lived up to their reputations. Well done." 


From Admiral Sir John Cunningham to the President: 


"TI wish to thank you for your message on behalf of 
the officers and men of the Allied Navies. All of us appre- 
ciate it very much." 


¢ 
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that the anstiaaet i ‘American and Allied troops will in a 
short while complete —_ task of ——? the world final 
victory and freedom." ..« +. 4 


‘From the. President of Brazil ‘to the President: 


nT congratulate Your Excellency on the first. ee 
of the invasion of Europe, decisive step for the final victory 
of Allied arms, liberation of oppressed nations and restoration 
of tranquility to the world. The Brazilian Government and 
people follow with emotion and enthusiasm, hour by hour, the 
march of events, certain that for the heroic American. forces 
of land, sea and air the decisive days which follow will be 
ones of glory during which they represent on the fields of 
battle the peoples of-our Continent, yearning. for peace and 
justice. I beg that Your. Excellency, leader of the American 
people, accept my most cordial salutations and transmit to 
General: Eisenhower. the most ardent wishes of. myself and of 


Brazil for. the complete. success.of the. arms under his. Supreme 
Command, 


Frai the President of Coste. Rica to the President: 


; ge. Costa Rican omicnades sgpeed in today's session 
to send the Congresses and Chiefs of the Allied Nations en-— 
gaged in struggle for democracy a message of. encouragement. 
and. friendship on the occasion of the invasion of the European 
CORNERS whch was begun today. tt 


: From the President of Honduras to the President: 


"The news of the /llied offensive against the fortress 
of. Burope has stirred the Honduran people who are fully confident 
of the triumphs of the United Nations in the struggle against 
totalitarianism, . The Honduran nation expresses the most fervent 
wishes for the success of the Allied arms in this great battle 
and associates itself with the feelings of the North American 
people and other friendly nations. I have the honor to present 
to Your Excellency the recognition of. my Government and that of 
‘the Honduran: nation for the gigantic efforts which that Govern- 
ment and yeople are making. for victory... 


"Your warm friend tt 


From the President of Peru to the President: 


"It is very pleasing to me to convey to Your Excellency 
the congratulations of the Peruvian people and of myself for the 
' success achieved in the Italian campaign upon the occupation of 
Rome by the forces under the command of General Clark, saving 
» from destruction a historic city and its cultural and religious 
“monuments. The glorious feat of war which has just been ac- 
complished has brought new laurels for. the armed forces of the 
» United States and the Allies and constitutes a decisive step 
* toward the final triumph over the aggressor hordes which have 
not been nor shall be able to resist the valor of the men-who 
are fighting for the liberty of the world. On this pleasing 
occasion I renew to Your Excellency the testimony of my Sox a 
yersonal esteem." 
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From the King of Bgypt to the President: 


"The so brilliant éeploite of the valiant Allied 
forces crowned by their triumphant entry into Rome offer me 
a happy occasion to renew to Your Excellency the sincére 
oxprereien of all my admiration and my most sincere felicita- 


t » together with my cordial wishes: oe. an vag final 
victory. i" eg : 


From the President of Colombia to the President: 


"Yihen the soldiers’ of the United Nations under the 
command of an American General are beginning one of the greatest 
military enterprises in history; I wish to be the interpreter 
‘to Your Excellency of the very hesety felt emotion which grips 
the ‘people of Colombia, now, as never ‘before ey linked to the- 
American Nation in interest in victory and in concern for ‘the 
sacrifices which must precede it. EON 


"The Colombians would, at any time, have observed 
with astonishment and enthusiasm this extraordinary military 
campaign of its: operations, the application of modern science 
to the liberation of the oppressed peoples. On this occasion 
our people feel, moreover, a legitimate pride that it is 
American born officers. and soldiers who are fighting such 
extraordinary battles, carrying to’ the Old World not only the 
- invincible force of a civilization which they prepared and 
strengthened for the service of humanity but also their 
generous spirit which does not permit them to vacillate in the 
determination to shed their blood for the liberty of the enslaved 
nations and for the defense and definitive establishment of the 


great political and social prin.ioles which have had their birth 
and such acs Gave lope nt in Ane rica, 


"The Colombians, Exceltency, the Allies and brothers 
of the Americans who are fighting in France today against a 

common eneny, regret that they cannot offer yet greater aid to: 
this great enterprise of free humanity nor a-more effective 
direet contribution to the liberation of the European peoples. 
All are today sending:up their christian prayers for the success 
and final victory of the Allied troops and hope, as do your’ 
countrymen, that the compensation for the incalculable efforts, 
unmatched in the history of the world, which the United States 

is making in behalf of humanity may be a prompt victory which 
will save the greatest number of American lives and crown with 
glory the armies of all-the nations which are beginning to lay 
siege, from the West, East and South, to the fortress of political 
barbarity. Receive, Excellency, the sentiments of solidarity of 
the Colombian aad and di sentiments oF friendship and admiration." 


— epee : = |. 


From the president of the Republic of. Paraguay to the President 


"On this day SO ‘glorious for the arms of the United 
Nations, on which heavy forces. of the Army of your Country are 
taking part in the invasion of the Continent,: I repeat to you — 
my Wishes that the most complete victory will crown so much daring 
and so mich effort displayed in the cause of ‘the freedom of the — 
peoples of the world. " 
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From the President of Haiti to the President: 


"On the occasion of the liberation of Rome by the 
valiant and glorious American troops, I feel the need, as 
Chief of an Allied and Catholic State, pf expressing to Your 
Excellency the congratulations and sentiments of the Haitian 
people and Government. I desire clso to add my wish to those 
formulated by all the United Nations, that the liberation 
of Europe, inaugurated by the landing of the Allied troops 
on the coast of France, may continue rapidly and lead to the 
final victory. In the name of the Haitian people and Govern- 
ment, which are more than ever united with the great American 


Republic, I send Your Excellency the assurance of our unfail~ 
ing attachment." 


From Jose Francisco Urrejola, President, and Fernando 
ALA BRO Z., Pro-—Secretary, the ‘Chilean Senate, "to the President: 


"On the occasion of the beginning of the liberation 
of Burope by the Allied armies the Cnilean Senate decided 
unanimously to express to Your Excellency the joy which seizes 
it and the certainty it has that the most complete success 
must reward this effort on behalf of liberty and right." 


From the Prime Minister of Belgium to the President: 


"The Belgian dovercient begs Your Excellency to accept 
its most ardent felicitations for the brilliant part played by 
the valiant American Army in the liberation of Rome. This glorious 
feat of arms, which constitutes an important step on the road to 
the liberation of Europe, will be deeply felt by my fellow 
countrymen, who suffer under the yoke of the enemy." 


From the President of the Domician Republic to the President; 


"Receive my most cordial and effusive message of 
congratulations and sympathy on the occasion of the success 
obtained by the Allied armies in beginning the offensive with 
which it is intended to liberate the European peoples from 
the oppression to which the pitiless Nazi tyranny now holds 
them subject. I very fervently hope that the final success 
of this glorious undertaking will crown the aspirations of 
those of us who have placed all our faith in the triumph of 
democracy and liberty. All this to the honor and glory of 
the North American armed forces." 
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I enclose for the sapelven a brief record 
of a meeting which was held at Caserta on May 29th. 
ee. & GD this because the meeting was an 
important one, and I am not sure that any other 


note of it was taken. 


= 


Roger Makins. 


AeRe Dew ESae, M.V.O- 
Foreign Office. 


pened of Meshing hela at ian ; | 


ae een 


Present: 


General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson 
Supreme Allied Commander. 


General Devers 
Mr. 
Mr. 


General Gammell 
Chief of Staff. 


General Mason MacFarlant 
President, Allied Control Commission. 


General Johnson 


Military Governor Designate of Rome. 


Major General Brian 


AcAcle, representing General Alexander. 


PoWeBe 
Mr. ReM. Makins. 


Deputy Supreme Alliea Commander’. 
Macmillan. 
British Resident Minister 


Murphy 
U.S. Political Adviser. 


Robertson 


Assistent to British Resident Minister 


Me C. Offie 


Assistant to U.S. Political Adviser. 


Brigadier Thompson 
Chairman, J.P.S. 


The object of this meeting was to fix the responsibility of 


the various Commanders and authorities concerned during the operati. ' 


for the capture of Rome and 
2.- It was established 


after its capture. 


(i) that General Clark would be responsible for the 


Military Government of Rome 


during the period immediately following 


the entry of Allied troops into the city. General Johnson would 


be the military Governor. 


He would be advised on political matters 


by Mr. Caccia of the Foreign Office and Mr. Reber of the State 


Department, who would enter 


Rome with "S" Force. 


(ii) At a date to be determined by General Alexander the 


responsibility for the military government of Rome would pass from 


General Clark to the A.C.C. 


5e In view of the importance of Rome it was considered that the 


administration of and command in the city should be an allied 


responsibility under A.A.I., and that the system by which there was 


a Natousa authority and a British Sub District reporting direct to 


A.F.H.Q. should not be followed. 


[he 


: se 4. It was. confirmed that the necessary directives to the 
: | Allied. Commenter consetasing the policy to be followed on the 
occupation of Rome had been issued to all oltbohiniot fy The line 

to be taken in allied propaganda on the fall of Rome was discussed. 
It was agreed that the fall of Rome was an incident in a campaign 
the object of which was the destruction of the German armies in 
Italy, and that therefore the capture of the city by the allied 
armies should not be played up in our propaganda. Mr. Vellacott 
and General MacFarlane were instructed to draw up a suggested 


| q“ rawr CH Con 
directive tebe-sent-to London and Washington. 


by. General MacFarlane later outlined to General Wilson, 


Mr. Murphy and Mr. Macmillan his plans for the political action 
to be followed on the capture of Rome. This would involve a 
visit by himself and leading members of the Badoglio Govermment to 
Rome to establish contact with the Rome authorities. General 

| Wilson, amt Mr. Macmillan and Mr. Murphy all expressed considerable 


doubt as to the widdom of this plan : the consideration of which 


| was adjourned. 
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PRESIDEN’ ROOSEVELT! S BROADCAST on | - 


om 


Washingt OM | Monday : 

lee ae aes a OR UN IN AA & 
The following is the text of the broadcast deliverem, LT 4 
President Roosevelt tonight : en a 


Yesterday, June Fourth, 19hJ,, Rome Pell to Amébioen and Allied trp ose The | 
first of the Axis Capitals is now in our hands. One up and two to Poe | ro H | 

It is perhaps sipmificant that the first >of tiiess capitals to fall should 
have the longest history of all of them. The story of Rome goes back to the time 
of the enka ook of our Civilisatione We can still see there monuments of the time 
when Rome and the Romans controlled the whole of the then known world. That, too, | 
is significant, for the United Notions arc determincd that in the future no one 
CcLty and no ome race will be able to control the whole of the world. 

In addition to the aorunente of the older times, we also sce in Rome 

the great symbol of Christianity, which has reached into almost pees part 
of the world. There are other shrines and other churches in many places, but 
the Ghurches and shrincs 2f Rome are visible symbols of the faith and determination 
of the carly Saints and Martyrs that Chriatianity should live and become 
universal, And now it will be a Bounce of deep satisfaction that the freedom 
of the Pope and of the Vatican City is assurcd by the Armics of the United Nations.e - 

It is also significant that Rome has been libcratcd by the armed forces of 
many nationse The American ond British alens who bore the chicf burdens 3f 
battle, found at their sides ofr own North American meighbours, the gallant 
Canadians, the fighting New Zealanders from the far South Pacific, the courageous 
French ond the French Morsecans, the South Africans, the Poles and the East 
Indians, all of them fought with us on the bloody approaches to Rome. 

The Italians, too, forswearing a partnership in the Axis which they es 
desired, have ‘sent their troops t2 join us in ou battle against the German 
trespassers on their soil. 

The prospect. oy a the Liberation or Rome meant enough to Hitler and his generals 
to induce them to fight despearately at: great cost of men and matcrials and with 
great sacrifice to their crumbling Eastern Line and to their Western Fronte 
No thanks are due to them if Romo was spared the devastation which the Germans 
wreaked on Naples and other Italian citics. The Allicd Generals manocuvred so 
skilfully that the Nazis could only hase stayed long enough to damage Rome at the 


risk of losing their armies. 
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- But Rome is of course more than a military’ ‘sbjoctive. Ever since before, the days 


of the Caosars, ‘Rome has stood as o symbol of authority. Rome was the Republic. 
Rome was the Empire, Rome.was the Catholic Church and Rome was the Capital of a 


United evalye 

Later ond unfartunctoly, Rome bocame the seat of Fasciam, ono of the three copitals 
of the ALS For a quarter of a century the Italian perzple were enslaved ond doptadca 
by the rule of ‘hasselini from Romce They will mark its liberation with deep emotl one 
qn the North of Italy, the ye sple arc still dominated and threatened by the Nox 


overlords and their Fabotat puppets. 

‘our viet ary ‘comes at on cmeellent time, while our Allicd Forcos. are poised for ‘ 
another strike at Western Eurspe - and while armics of other Nazi soldiers. nervously : 
await pur assault: tnd our gollont Russian Allics continue to‘make their power felt. 
more and morc. 

From a strictly military standpoint, we had long ago accomplished certain of the 
main sbjoctives of our Italian campaifn - the control of the sca lanes of the Meditcrremm 
to shorten our combat and supply lincs, ond the capture of tho oIx ports of Poesia, from . 
which we have struck tel Ling blows on the Continent. } : 

It would be unwise to inflate in sur om minds the military importonce of the cap- 
ture of Rome. We shall have to push through a long period of ircater effort and fiercor 
fighting before we gct into Germany itsclf. The Germans have retreated thousands of 
miles, all the way from the gates of Cairo, through Libya and-Tunisia and Sicily and 
Southern Italy. They hw suffered heavy losses, but not ercat enough yet to cause 
collapse. Germany has not yet been driven to surrender. Gormany has not yet becn | 
driven to the point where she will be unable ¢> reeommence world conquest a generation 
hence, Therefore, the Victory still lies somo distance ahcad, That distance will be 
covercd in duc time - have no foar-of that. But it will be--tough and it will be costly. 

In Italy the people had lived so long under: the corrupt rule of Mussolini that, in 
Spite of the tinsel at the: top, their economic condita on had grown stcadi ly worse. Our 


troops have found starvation, neler itd on , discase, a doteri orative education and 
lowered public health - all by-products of the Fascist misrulc. 

The Sinalen of the Allics in occupation has beenstupendous. We have had to start ake 
the very bottom, assisting local governments to reform on Democratic lines. We have had 
$0 give them bread t. replace that which was stolen out of their mouths by the Germans. 
We have had to make it possible for the Italians to raise and use their stm local CLOPS, 
Wo shave had to help them cleanse their schools of Fascist trappings. 

The American pesple as oa whole approve the salvage of these human beings, who aro 


only now learning to walk in ao new atmosyphore of frecdom. 


/Some 


a Vv othe Oe | ae | 
Sore of us lay let our thoughts run to the financial cost of ite isscntially it is 


what we can call a, Poria of. lit. iat the Sav tine we Ope thet this Relief will be an 
investuent for the furture, an investaant that. will pay ‘dividends %y elininating ‘Fascisn. 
and ending any Itolian desires to start nother War of aggression jin the ° ‘future. They 
are dividends which justify such an ‘investnent, ‘bécause” they are ataiticnal S pports 


for Vorld “GLC. | 


The Italian people. are capable «of. sclf. govermacnte ..we do not lose sight of their 


Vartues: as a peaceloving nations vie Yenenber the wany ccnturlls 1n which» ‘the ‘Italians 
were leaders in the arts and sciences, onriching tho lives of oll wankind, We raaciber 
the sreat sons of the Italian . eople} » Galileo and | izorcon » ‘jichelangelo and Dante - 
and that-fcarless dLscovercr who ‘typifics the couraie of Italy « christopher Colunbuse 
Italy cannot crow in stature be seoking tc build up a great wilitaristic CL 1pLree 


‘[Ttalians have ovcen overcrowed within their own territorics, ut they do not need to try 
to conquer the lands of other peoples in roder to find the breath of life. ( ther peoples 
aay not wont to be conquered. 

-In the past, ltvalians have cuae by the millions to the U.Se they have veen welconed, 


they have prospered, they have becone good citizens, cowunity and poveericionig. leaderss 

‘They arc not Ttallan=mcricanse They are /Waerican = wyacricans of Itellan descents 
Italians have gone in great numbers to the other .jicricas, Brazel and the argentine 

for example, and to many other nations in every cintinent of the orld, givingof their 


industry and their talents, and. achieving success and the comfort of good living. 


Ivaly should go on as a great mother nation, contributing to the culture and progress. 
and good will of all mankind = and geveloping her special talents in the arts, crafts, 
anti sciences, and preserving hor historic and cultural heritac Lor the bencfit of all 
pCcople se | | 

We Want and expect the help of the future Italy towards lasting peace. 11 the 


other nations opposed to Fascisn and Nazis should help give Italy a chance. The Germans, 


after years of doauination in Roac, left the people on the ternal clty on the verge of 
starvatione Wwe and the uritish will do everything we can to bring them relief. <Anti- 
Cipating the fall of Roe, we made ereparations to ship food supplics to the city » but 
it should be borne in ind that the nveds are so grcat and the transportation requirenents 
of our armies so neavy that iaprovement.iuust be praduals 
We have olrcady begun to save the lives of the tucn, wasen and children of nace ° This 
1S an cxauple of the cfficicney of your aachinery of war.’ vhe wasnificicnt avility and 
enerry of the Imorican people in growing the orops ,» building the licrchants. ships, making 
and collecting the cargoes, cetting the supp ics over thousands of miles of water, and 
thinkins;. ahead to.ucet cnergencics = all this speaks, I think, an aizing cffaciency on the 
part of our frmed Torces, all the various agencies working with them, and wyerican industry 


and labor aS a whole. 
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No; great: offort like this an. vo a hundred per cent perfect, but: 


“msi Spsccoegig averare is’ ‘VOLY 5 - ey high. 


a extend the congratulations and thanks of the American people oO 


; conergt _Alexonder, | who has been in command of. athe whole Ttalian ay? eration: 


he 


rs General. Clark and General Leese of the Fifth and the Eighth Armies: 

GD. General Wilson, tho Suprome Allicd Commandor of the Mediterranean 
Thoatré: at General Devers his American dcputy, to Licutenant General Eakor, 
$9. Admire Ounningham and Hewitt. and Ne oll their brave officcrs and men. 
“May God bkess them and watch svor thon, and vor 11 of our gallant, 
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Office tele 


m 1337 to Resident Minister ‘lgiers 


(R 9476/124/22) about the Greek participation in 
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FROM NAPLES (HIGH COMMISSIONER) TO FOREIGN Ji MEIGS 


Sir N, Charles 


D. 9.12 pem. GMI 21st June, 19h 
R. 11.50 pom. DBST 21st June, 1944 


ddadaad 


RY 6 [/2>4/ 22 
See Foreign Office telegram No. 1537 to Resident ister 
Algiers about Greek participation in Rome parade, 


Following for Mr. Macmillan from Mr, Makins. {i 


2e Suggest you discuss this in London, Meanwhile I 
will not trouble S.A.C, with it. 
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_Morality in Rome. 


Gives. ‘free translation of a note from the 
Vaticah complaining of the decline in public 
morality in Ro and asking for the British Legation’ s 
good offices with the competent authorities to ensure 
the protection of public morality. 
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Please see also R 9956/G behind which also refers 
to lack of discipline among:the Allied troops in Rome. | 
Sir D. Osborne does not say in this telegram that he 
has passed this note on to the Allied military 
authorities and I therefore submit a a telegram. 
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WAR OFFICE, (Roam 247), 
WHITEHALL, 
LONDON, S.W.I. 
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My ton. dw 


With reference to your letter R.9229 Ne sonet 
eal 3 


1th Tome, W3il,.,, we agree with you that no use 
be achiewed iy giving publicity to the finding 


tthe groumis of the German Embassy in Rome and the emnttle 3 
gsearciy of tie Gnhbessy. 


As,, however, this general subject of the diplomatic 
rights and immamities: of enemy diplomats keeps on cropping up in 
fresih guises, and we shall clearly have much more to do with it 
before tine war is over; it is worth drawing your attention to one 
pout tm which reference may well have to be made in the future. 


‘The above mentioned incident at Rome showed, contrary 

the genera expectation, that important records were left undestroyed 
ame examy Ginlenstic archives, even with an enemy as thorough as 
tthe Gemmam ami ever with the lengthy notice there was of the fall of 
fame, This emperience considerably weakens the practical grounds on 
wihiieth tiie Warr Office and the other Service Departments chiefly based 
tiheitr dariisiian not te oppose the Foreign Office view on this subject, 
tooth as regards Home and Berlin. 
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24th July 1944/c would entail inviting all the other Allies 
Dated ) to participate. Secretary of State is hoping to 


26th July get Prime Minister's support to this proposal 
1944, . and enquires whether the Secretary of State can | 

inform the Prime Minister that aati agrees 

RR: Italy. also. 
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(OBZ, / Please see also R 10045. ( $e use willkem ) 
The position now is that Mr. Macmi1lanj adheres to 
References. his view that the parade through Rome should be | 


limited to troops who have taken part in the present 
campaign. The Prime Minister is also averse to 
Greece being represented but this is apparently based 
on the assumption that the Greek troops who would take 
) part would be the same as those who had mutinied in 

| the Middle East. This is not the case {See Auby Mohr WoinaAi 0 7) 


i I understand from Mr. Dew that there is now some 
| (Print.) question of Italian troops taking part in the parade. 

| | If they were included and the Greeks excluded I am 
convinced that the effect on our relations with the 
Greeks would be very serious indeed. 
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Two courses seem to be open to us. We can 
acquiesce in the parade being confined to troops who 
fought in the present campaign, but we should not 
allow Italians to take part. I still find the reasons 
given by Mr. Macmillan in his minute of June: 26th * 
unconvincing. The arrangement suggested by General 
Wilson and General Alexander may be logical but it 
will certainly not @trike the Greeks in this way. 
Nor do I see that by expanding the parade to include 
a small Greek contingent we should be creating any ; 
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amongst the Greeks and I do not see who else would be 
offended, except possibly the Yugoslavs. 
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If we still want to get the Greeks tncluded, as 
I believe they should be, we shall have to take the sl 
matter up again with the "Prime Minister. I understand 
that Mr. Macmillan is leaving tomorrow and there : 
seems little prospect of getting him to revise his 
view before then. I fear feararore that the draft 
minute to the Prime Minister on R 10043 would have to 
be revised since we could scarcely avoid mentioning 
the fact that Mr. Macmillan does not agree with us. 


Unless there is some way of reopening the master | 
with Mr. Macmillan I feel that we should make another — 
attempt to convince the Prime aaa: The politica: 
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We: are particularly keen that the Greeks 
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We ‘do ers feel that the addition 
of Greeks to the Allied For 
in the parade would so change the ch 
the ceremony as to make it necessary for the 
Supreme Allied Commander and all the diplomatic 
representatives, ete., to be present. Nor : 
we think it necessary that the participation 
of a small company of Greeks in the parade would 
mean that we should invite all the other 
Governments represented on the Advisory Council 
to send contingents. 
Secretary of State is ref ge to 
Minister to support with General Wilson 
General Pushin. ae! ‘propos that a small 
ontingent shoul part in the parade, 
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(1) I do not, of course, know when General Alexander 
intended to hold a parade of troops in Rome. I fancy 
he is busily engaged upon a more fruitful occupation 
at the moment, All I can say is that I know that 
both he, and General Wilson, preferred to keep any 
parade to the troops that have fought in the battle, 


io 
I still feel that the view stated in point 4 £94? 
of my letter, June 22nd to Sir Orme Sargent is logical 
and should offend nobody, Nor will you avoid 
heartburnings by the extension you suggest. 
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My telegram No. 1337 to Algiers 
ie, [ef June cOth: ceremonial parade in 
(Mr. Leeper,) Rome] | 
Cairo. ! <e Bs S cr >’ Oo. } 
< Telegram. f | Mr. Macmillan nibiee have agreed that we 
ta 
: No... 202. ° Sy ; need not press for Greek representation 
mn | Dated.tvia' “| provided that the parade is limited to 
‘ Cypher | troops who have re. AG Ngas hy taken part in 
nae aOR | Chih Cati—yo 
Z Departmental No. 24 the present campaign{ and is a purely 
y military function without civilian 
LJ 
% : Repeat Resmin Mea authorities being represented. 
ta F 
-< Cae ih 2. iI understand that it is 
3b 
> still doubtful whether parade will take 
O place. If it does, I hope to be able 
i 
‘i to inform.the Greek Government that a 
é second parade of a more formal 
0 character will be held in due course 
in which they waild be invited to particip 
ate. 


m. 2nd July, 1944, | 
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surely there should be a few stepping stones from 


mutiny to triumph. Although these men have not actually 
Mmutinied themselves, the Brigade to which they,belonged 

is a disgrace te the Allies and could only redeem itself 
by heavy fighting and success. I should think it would 
be an insult to the victorious troops to have marching with 
them representatives of the Brigade which mutinied on the 
eve of being ordered to the Front. It was my own original 
idea that the Greek Brigade should march in Rome and I 
deeply regret that their shameful conduct should have 


denied them this unique historic honour. I think they 
should be made to feel it. Also it would be a good thing 
to put down in the history books that this was why they 


lost their chance. 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


about Greek participation in a parade in 


a4 


Your minute No. M. 795/6 of July 3rd, 


Rome. 


If, as I hear, the Greek Brigade 


I agree. 
is to be placed in the line at the end of 
wigust it is possible that it may have 
redeemed itséif before any parade is held, 
and the question of its participation could 


then be reconsidered. 


I agree. If, as I hear, the Gre 
is te be placed in the line at the end of Au; 
it is possible that it may have redeemed itself 
of its 
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10, DOWNING STREET, 


‘. “(9 WHITEHALL, 


INDEXED 
July 16,. 1944. 


COPY OF MINUTE ee PRIME MINISTER. 
Reference Minute to Prime Minister from 
oreign Secretary (P.M./44/510 in 
reply to M.795/4) of 9.7.44. — Grea hk 
nm_hO-# . 


"Yes. 
W.5.G. 
iG; 7.44." 


Fa 
i ba b/g fl 


Copy also sent to: 


. 
4 
: 


* 


oly de 


Waving 


Nas 
Re th 
Mw 3 


Seg eNy 


i = A 
Sa ieee 
{2 Popat 


DA Rak 
y * 


Cake FAT ORRY aa, 


A, 


x ; . x 


23 eer ee la aaa i el | a aN “- Rae ARO IO 


Paper. 


Jove 


- References. 


at ee - 
= ¥ 
a 


e 


, 


Your minute M. 750/4 of June 28rd, about _ 


‘ A. 


mes 


“ 
‘ \ ” — 


Greek participation: in a. ceremonial parade 
in Rome. 

It is not proposed to use any of the 
troops from the mutinous Greek Whrigade, but 
the company of Greek troops Zho arrived in 


Italy in February last, wh6 have given no 


trouble there and who hafi no part whatever 


in the mutinies in Apyfil. I hope, therefore, 


a 


GIN. 


MAR 


that on reconsidera J on you will agree that 
there would be no/harm in the company of 
Greek troops in question taking part in the 


IN. THIS 


parade, and will support me in asking Genera 
Wilson andfGeneral Alexander to modify their 
plan as equested in my minute P.M.44/451 of 
une 2fst. 
‘The question of Yugoslav representation 
ig/more difficult. In 1941 the Yugoslavs 
feave in after ten days fighting, whereas the 


Greeks fought the Italians for months. If 
the Yugoslavs were to be invited to take par 


he 
or 
> 
Lu 
mM 
O 
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it would be difficult to know whether to inv 
troops loyal to the Yugoslav Government or 
a Partisan detachment. 


5 . \ ; ry . ‘ é we <a ‘ ) . 
fa eae Minutes. 
” 8 O | 


Please see extract from Mr. Macmillan's 
letter of June 22nd at flag F. 


I do not find Mr. Macmillan's arguments 
very convincing since I do not see any reason 
why the inclusion of a small Greek contingent 
in the parade would make it necessary for 
“the whole paraphernalia of the Supreme Allied 
Commander, the Deputy Supreme Allied Commander, 
the British Resident Minister, the American 
Diplomatic Representative” and all the rest to 
attend. Apart from the addition of the Greeks 
the parade could surely take place exactly as 
planned. 


The parade may be intended to celebrate the 
defeat of the Germans but the first ceremonial 
parade held in Rome will certainly; more than 
this and will be taken by many people, including 
most Greeks, to mark the formal end of the war 
against Italy. 


I still feel that the Greeks will be | 
much offended if they are not represented and 
I think we might take the matter up again with 
Mr. Macmillan. I beliéve that Greek vessels 
took part in the Anzio landing and I should have 
thought this would provide sufficient justific- 
ation for their inclusion even if the pané¢tis ‘ec be 
restricted to troops who have taken part in the 
present campaign. ) 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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ng to be Written in this Ma 


Noth 
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Considering that the Greek Brigade 
mutinied in a shameful mat 
to be sent into Italy, I cannot think that they 
Will wish to be paraded through the streets of 


—_ 


Rome. It seems to me that the Yugoslavs have 


er when they were about | 


Lar greater case. n all the circumstances, I 
| must say I think the Military view is right. The 
Greek Brigade is still I think in an internment 


camp awaiting punishment 
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Services Lhison Department have anéumbacea 
quite a sizeable file on this question. You 
page find in it. F.1.C;:. (44) 280 (0) which is 

a report to the Chiefs of Staff by the Joint 
Intelligence Sub-Committee, setting out the 
divergent views of the Foreign Office and 
Service Vepartments. The Chiefs of Staff. 

a few days ago passed the baby to the Prime 
Minister for his decision. When this is 
received, the Combined Intelligence Committee 
in Washington or the Joint Staff Mission there 
will have to decide whether or not to amend 
General Wilson's present directive, which he 
seems, incicentally, nobly to have disregarded. 
I fancy that in Washington also there is likely 
to be a difference of opinion between the 
State Department and the Services, but 2=mGesey 
teat, unless the State Department get strong 
backing from us, the Services will,get their 


way . (rebobly 


You will also find in our file a letter 
that Bentinck wrote to Makins asking how it 
was thet the German Consulates at Naples and 
Bari were searched in contravention of orders. 


If you think it necessary to say anything 
at all to Washington, I should be bnceclined | 
simply to refer them to J.I.C. (44) 280 (0). 

A copy will be available there. You could 
perhaps explain that the ouestion has been 
referred to the Prime Minister for his decision. 
My own inclination would be to put the file by. 
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o7th Juhy, 1944. 
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Sir, Raia LY/ t.. 
% 

With Peférence to my Telegram No. 226 of fhe 10th June, I have the | 
honour to t#mamit to you herewith copies of two memoranda by the Political 
Section of the Allied Control Commission regarding the discovery of dumps 
of explosives in the grounds of the German Embassy in Rome as well as 
wireless transmitters and illegal documents. 


2. The investigation into the situation by the Rome Area Command in the 
presence of officials of the Swiss Legation was carried out without. incident 
or protest on the part of the last named who however have safeguarded them- 
selves in their capacity of protectors of German interests by form lating 

_ their reservations and pointing out that their presence as witnesses did not 
imply any participation in the proceedings. On the other hand in a despatch > 
.to the Swiss Government, the Swiss Minister in charge of Foreign Interests 

in Rome (copy of this despatch is enclosed), describes events and concludes by 
stating that while he had not been able to prevent the forcible entering 

into German property left in his charge, the least he could say was that the 
good faith of the Swiss had been seriously abused by the Germans when, 

without notification, they confided to his protection an Embassy which had 
turned into a magazine for explosives. 


53e I understand that the Swiss Minister's report has been forwarded to 
the U.S. Political Advisor at A.F.H.Q., Algiers, for transmission to Berne 
and that it may therefore take some time to reach its destination. for 
this reason and also because the investigation in Rome is not yet completed, 
I would recommend that no publicity be given to this affair for the present. 


h. I would take this opportunity of saying that I think it was fortunate 
that Mr. Caccia and Mr. Reber, representing the Foreign Office and State 
Department, were in Rome soon after its capture by the Fifth Army. Not 
only were they able to disnade the Military Command from more drastic treat- 
ment of this affair of the German Embassy, but they were also able to stop 
Allied troops from entering, without specific cause, premises belonging to 
other foreign Embassies. 

I have the honour to be, 

with the highest respect, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


| hark 


The Rt. Hise pene Eden, EsQe 9 M.Pe : MC. , 
etc. , etc. , etc. , 3 


ae 


On June 7, two dase after. the arrive of Allied troops. in Rome ‘ 
an Italian agent of the Sickerhaitsdienst, Armando Perone, stated to 
Major D.A.D. Young, G.S.I. (B), AAsI. of “the Special Intelligence 
Unit. known as "S" Force that he had drawn explosives for sabotage fton 
dumps on Monte Pincio and that these dumps had been supplied from a 

central store in the German Embassy which he could locate. In order | 
. to test the agent and to have documentary evidence to show the: 

authorities of the Protecting Power (Switzerland) in case of need, a 

‘signed. affidavit was obtained from Perone before. action was taken, 


ae OE SR lo’ Bi | June 15, 19h2, 
Memorandum ‘tot Comman ing officer, “sn Force, 


2, On the ordiing of June: 8, a ‘detachment of Thirty Commando under 
the command of Major J.A. Ward was collected, and while they were on 
their way to their rendez-vous at the German "Embassy, Mr. Samuel Reber 
and Mr, Harold Caccia, of the State Department and Poreign Office, who 
had been attached to "5" Force, called by appointment at the Swiss 
- Legation to see the Swiss Minister in charge of German interests, Mr. 
de Stoutz, and his Counselor, Dr. Carlo Sommaruga. The Minister was 
“told on behalf of the Rome Area Commander of the evidence that had come 
into the possession of the Allied. authorities and of their intention to 
investigate it. Hé was asked to appoint a representative to witness 
what was done so that he might have every facility to report fully and 
accurately. The Minister observed that this was no surprise to him 
as a member of his staff.had already heard fran one of the Italian 
employees on the premises of the German Embassy that ‘explosives had 
been left bhind, His Bxcellency sAid that he would send his Counselor 
to accompany the Allied search party, but he made it clear that this 
. aid not mean coneurrence in Allied action, The Swiss must reserve — 
their attitude, This was accepted and it was explained that the Rome 
‘Area. Commander was not. asking for any concurrence: he was on his own. 
authority taking precautions which were vitally pct dad for the 
: packs d oF Al1ied. Forces an the area, 


3... AS soon as ‘the Swiss Deiielier atrived at the German Embassy, 
’ the investigation began and the agent immediately led Major Ward to 
the main dump which had been placed in the garden of the Embassy. A 

full report of what material was found here and elsewhere is being — 

| 7p : d and it will be ‘enough - to say. that it. ineluded 1,300 pounds 
of. explosives and sufficient rédio material for five wireless trans- 
‘mitters, . While the. Swiss Counselor made no difficulty about our 
Sadat to remove armaments and ne he iru that wireless” 
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: whtenthla ont. nilbiahe ‘obbend not. be taken away until he had had 
an. opportunity. of speaking again with his Minister. This was 
granted and an arrangement was made for a further meeting with 
Mre. ‘Reber and Mr. retard in the afternoon. | 


hee: ‘at that. nbsttiig it was again explain: that the full respon- 
sibility for what was done wes accepted without question by the 

Allied authorities and that ‘they neither asked for approval or 
disapproval. It was, however, to be presumed that if any protests 
were made by the Swiss, it would be to the Ger zovernment for asking 
‘the Swiss. to assume ‘protection of an arsenal, In the meanwhile our 
intention was to remove. such objects as: had no right to be in the 
German Embassy which had forfeited all q@jim to any diplomatic 
immunity. All wireless material would be taken as well as armaments 
-and explosives, but documents which were normal diplomatic archives 
would not be seized though they would be thoroughly investigated and 
if necessary photographed, In the face of this statement of intention 
_ Mthe Swiss Minister made only two. requests; that a full inventory of 

. everything which was removed should be given the Protecting Power and 
_ that after the investigation was complete all the premises which the 
German | Embassy had handed over to the Swiss Legation for protection 
‘should again be placed in the sole charge of the Protecting Power. 
These conditions were accepted and the Swiss Minister stated that 
Swiss officials would avail themselves of the opportunity that would 
. be given to. waSneee all action taken, 


5. On. June. 9 shout. 80. pounds of explosive. went off. From the 


ie evidence it is virtually certain that this was an accident caused in 


; ' this material which had become unstable owing to heat and 

moving, This incident as well as other considerations led to 

arrangements being made with the Swiss to interrogate the Italian | 

employees of the German Embassy in the Embassy premises in front of a 

' Swiss observer. In addition, as a very large card index of Italians 

used by the Germans had been found, the Swiss were informed that it 

. would be removed with any other such documents which might be discover- 

- ed and that: a list of the documents taken would be included in the 
inventory, | 


66: Te is ia da that. the eit td in will be concluded on June 
17 by which time a1) buildings placed by the Germans under Swiss 
protection will have been thoroughly investigated. The list of 

. thes ings, other than the German Embassy to the Holy See, is 


Me ile, in anticipation of the conclusion of this 
ineidenb, the Swiss Minister today communicated the enclosed 
Memorandum. acre fort his unders’ 2 nding of the. mien st by 
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: bh | We should not. terminate this report without mentii 
once the Allied position was fully understood, the Swiss Minister 
and his staff placed no obstacle in. front. of the Allied authorities 
in ca ¢ out their. intentions, cia ve ee 
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HAROLD CACCIA © —»» SAMUET,-- REBER 


J oint Vice Presidents, Political Section, 
Allied Control Commission}, 
Attached to *S"" Force. 


CeCe Chief Commissioner, Allied Control Commission 
British High Commissioner in Italy 
United States Representative on Advisory Council for Italy 
Major D.A.D.e Young, GSI. (B) AAT. © 
Major RC. Cave, Advanced G-2, Allied Force Headquarters. 
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MEMORANDUM 


| ‘he Swiss Legation, in charge of the protection of German 
interests in. Italian territory occupied by the Allied forces, 
had the honor to receive on Jume 8 the visit of Mr. Reber and 


Mr. Caccia, who, on behalf of the Rome Area Command, made the 
following statement: 


The ReAe Ce had learned of the existance of a haaiie deposit of} 
explosives hidden in the garden of the German Exbassy which : 
constituted a serious danger for the neighbouring quarter. The 
“Re Ae Co immediately decided to enter the premises of the Embassy 
in order to eliminate this public danger which also threatened 
Allied lives. Arrangements had already been made to this end. 

The RAC. realized that the immunity of a diplomatic seat placed 
under the protection of the Swiss Legation would tims be violated, 
but they considered that the use that had been made of such 
privilege altered the position in such a manner as to justify them 


taking the contemplated ‘measures to ensure public safety and that 
of the armed forcés. 


: i: Reber and Mr. Caccia had not called at the Swiss 

) Legation for authorization as they rere aware that it was not in 
the power of the Legation to grant it: they only requested the 
latter to be present as witnesses, the action itself being under- 
taken on the sole and full responsibility of the R.A.C., and to 
ascertain the extent of the violation to be perpetrated--, the 
immunity to be completely restored as soon as the so baa in view, . 
namely, safety, would have been reached. he 


Having taken note of the above commnication and with every 
. reserve which the decision to violate diplomatic: premises entrusted 
to their protection called for, the Legation charged Dr. Sommaruga, 
. Counselor of their. Foreign Interests Division, to accompany the 
members of the Allied forces on the spot in order to ascertain the’ 
existence of the deposit of explosives in question and to verify 
that the search did not exceed the interests of public safety. 


est 8 the presence of the Swiss representative 9 the existence 
of a considerable quantity of explosives and ammunition was dis-.. 
covered in a small building closed with an iron door in the garden — 
ok the Germen Embassy. | A detailed dist of these Tine. promised vn ee 
ta Pa tie 
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the. Swike. Legation, | “Dre Hieaicias was thereupon ehrised 
» that: the: gravity of this discovery made it necessary to 
search the’ premises in order to make sure that there was no 
Purther danger to. a safety and to. the Allied forces. 


ithe’ Legation. has now established that notwithstanding. the 
repeated reservations made by the Swiss representative, the. 
‘séarvh was actially carried out all over the premises of the 
| Embassy and leg. to. the discovery of some hand grenades, 
. thich were removed, The safes were opened and the intention 
pala saan OF: taking ‘whistearephs: of certain documents was expressed. A 
list of. the st ocedais removed will be furnished to the Legation. 


“tthe Legation ae in their capacity as protectors of German inter- 

Bin | ésts, wish to. repeat, » in connection with the above action, the 

'>. | peservations already mentioned, They again point out that their 
ae” ‘presence @s witnesses does not imply any participation or consent. 

' on their part and take due note of the declaration made on various 

. occasions, namely, that the full responsibility has been assumed by 

“the Re As Ce 
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) / Memorendog fos. ‘te Chief Commissioner, Allied control Commi ssion, 
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2 In ‘paragraph 6 of our Memorandum of ‘today we ‘ned that the 
, ‘Bates Minister was forwar ‘through Allied military channels ae 
-. reports to his Government about the search for and discovery of 
armaments and explosives in the German hens iih dh copy of the 
first of these reports is enclosed, ; 


2. “We should make two, comments. First, “at will be seen that 

the Swiss Minister states that the representative of Rome area 
Command on several occasions asked the representative of the Swiss 
Legation whether he had any objection to his taking certain action. 
This was. done purely as a courtesy and. the question was rhetorical for 
the Swiss authorities had been repeatedly told that the Allied 
authorities assumed full responsibility for all that was done. In 
fact. the Swiss officials were there simply as observers. 


“Sets ‘Sebcnll when we Shdatred whether the Minister intended to ‘take 
any steps 0 ‘see that a protest was made to the German Government 

for asking: the Swiss to assume protection of a magazine of 

explosives, His Excellency said that this must be a matter for his 
Goverment. It would, however, be noted that he had reported at the 
end of his despatch that, to say the least, the good faith of the Swiss 
had been seriously abused. In his own opinion the action of the 
German authorities could be summed up in a single German word: it 

was a "gemeinheit".. Swiss officials might have sabtored in any 
explosion. iy 


4, In addition, a. copy is enclosed. of a further report from the 
Swiss Minister explaining the circumstances. in which the Swiss 
assumed protection of German interests in Rome, It is clear from 
this as from mich other evidence that the Germans did not have time 
when they cneien to stand upon the order of their going. 


J pee Vice Presidents, Political Section | 
Allied Control Commission 
F ihcne cak ad "Ss" Force - 
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Ue Se ‘eprosentative on Mie Miyteory | Council. 
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‘B notre: intention, a Me de. Weigsacker, une | 
mands a evard: et. une liste d* iron 
eger, sans: ajouter aucune explication, Tl. a 


7 ms etre adresse‘ nis: gne de proces-verbal de remise. 
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au hs nous. avons pris. possession. des divers. 
ns. a! entre oe aye complications on | 
| liees: et 


. , 


>» nous. avons” E 
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de toute. espece. at instructions et il serait 


“urgent a'en.recevoir, notemment ¢n ce qui concerne 
qu de nations ite. 


ve 


, . 
e.- ae ‘ ' 
mS phat ‘ & 5 ; ‘ 


stre, les assurances de ma 
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ker se “DV TEALTA Se Rema, Le Uy Juin 1944 


inj Sesione Interest Stranieri | 


Ris No. DeMe w/ gnc shee, eee Patent Waa 
:  Monateur le Ministre, 


‘Tes. poaelbilate: nous ‘weet offerte de vous faire parvenir des 
cplideaaanttoas ouvertes (la restitution du secret des correspondances 
, diplomatiques. n' afira: lieu: que lorsque Rome aura cesse a' etre comprise 
, dans la zone des operations. militaires) » Je ne veux pas manquer de 
* saisir: cette. oceasion de vous mettre. sats plus tarder au courant d'une 


grave affaire qui a marque assez facheusement le debut de la representa-.. 
tion PAP 2 nous: ted. wee: interets hee acumen ce 


_ Wenaredi vy 8. jain, soit. 4 ‘jours apres. eerie des Forces 
Alidees,’ il m'etait demande de la part de 2 officiers (MM. Reber et 
~~. Caceia) de la Section Politique du "Rome Area Command" (R.A.C. ) ‘une 
—entrevue mnication urgente qu'ils etaient charges de me 
faire. . Pour D eventualite qu'il e'agit d'une comminication interessant 
‘les 2 sieges de la ‘Legation, je previns M. de Salis. qui s@ joignit a moi 


pour recevoir ces messieurs; - Le Dr. Sommaruga fut sian present a 
1* entrevue. ) 


“ae Reber et Caccia vensient, au nom du R. A.C. ‘ faire la communica- 
tion suivante: ) 


‘ 


Ae venait at etre revele at ReAeCe L existence d'un imbobtant depot 
 d' exp] osifs dissimle., dans le jardin de 1'Ambassade d'Allemagne et qui. 
cons#ituait un grave danger pour le quartier urbain circonvoisin. Le 
Rs i C. avait aussitot decide une’ descente sur le terrain de 1' Ambassade 
oe ones faire proceder, par une equipe specialisee, a 1' elimination 
|... dmmedtate de ce danger public, qui: menacait aussi des'vies appartenant — 
oo. 4 ee Borees: Ailiees, Les dispositions preparatoires de cette operation | ; 
Pra etaient. ‘deja: prises. Le R.A,C, ne se dissimulait pas qu'il etait ainsi = 
 prote a atteinte a.l'inviolabilite d'un dmmeuble diplomatique place sous 
la sanvegarde de la Legation de Suisse, mais, vu l'usage auquel les 
Re Allemands. avaient fait servir ce privilege enna, il considerait 
que: ce privilege ne. ‘subsistait plus : + et ne pouvait le retenir de 
_» prendre Ia mesure'de securite decidee. Ces messieurs ne venaient done. 
pas” pe egal “ig Lot Lege tice og Suisse un consentement.qu'ils savaient ant 
41 nletadt pas on gon powvair de domery |i vensient 6 3 er detre 
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a .  portee a oat inviolebilite. de l'4mmeuble, inviolabilite qui serait. __ . 


te “restituee dans sa plenitude sitot atteint le but de securite qu'on se | 


eS ins: nous tre ywions ‘onc: en presence. d'une. decision irrevocable dont : 
Ain ae execution avait: peut-etre deja commence et ne pourrait en tout cas 
hin Po pas etre empechee; tout.en plus pouvait-on esperer, en assistant a 
be Ritenee » Ltoperation, parvenir a faire circonscrire l'etendue de la perquisi-. 
nae x tion... Ayant donc pris. acte de cette communication, . sous toutes les 
ares reserves que nous obligeait a faire la decision annoncee de passer outre 
iy ems a l'inviolabilite "un immeuble d@iplomatique:confie a notre protection, 
oo. nes avons chargé le Dr. Si a. d'accompagner sur les lieux les . 
ae agents: des Forees Alliees. afin adty constater la presence du depot grey 
{dV explosifs, denonce et de: s'assurer. que ne. serait pas depasse dans les — 
a neg! - perquisitions le but de securite poursuivi, etant bien entendu que.la . 
a. presence. d'un representant de Ja Legation, come simple temoin, n' impli- 
ante ae eee . quait ancun. concours. bial assentiment de celle-ci. 


oo 


Wah eh aks ‘Lt allegation de. l'existence dans. le jardin de.1 1! Ambassade d'un depot 
- -* @explosifs: pouvait. nous . paraitre: d'antant plus plausible que, a oe 
ui ~ Ltoeceasion de la premiere ‘visite que nous: fimes a l'immeuble de _ : 
_.  TAmbassade le dimanche) juin, aussitot’apres le depart du personnel 
os 5 gi lemand , 1¢: jardibier. de 1'Ambassade, soucieux sans doute de sa propre 
ne fy  securite, nous avait. designe dans. le: jardin. une porte de. fer derriere. 
Be, seat o / laquelle az Graignait que, ne. fussent entasses des explosifs; il ‘n' etait 
oo... pas tres. affirmatif; nous ‘nen primes pas moins note de ce point . 
Tee aes important a eclaireir). BES EL EG prngy eae, he oh ties 


Ages “ Dorsque. Me Soumaruge gar les lieu, ‘1 equipe cammandee par le’ 
‘ ik aoe etait pres: de penetrer dans 1" enceinte de.l'Ambassade, 11 fut. 
ee es rocede a 1' ouverture de la.porte de fer qui ‘ouvrait sur un reduit ou. 


os 


on. 2 ‘tonnes) dont il fut promis a Me 
omen ature detaillee; aux dires d’ expert 
veritable: catastrophe. ate Sea | 


Beh ol hes Be ‘etait entassee une grosse quantite de munitions et explosifs des plus 


a de: duit 
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declare a M. ‘Sommaruga. que la gravite ‘aes constata- 
4 ¢ necessaire a? iy, 


TS ae i: tendre la ition a tous les ae 
a Dethie Your Clenuirer qulite ne fenttraniec! va 4 
Ree! be : ‘pour las uy te. au pub! | ¢ et. des: Forces. ‘Kiliees, i 


Bi gale ga ne put que repeter les reserves deja. conics qui laissaient 
oe eae pp eux F ‘Alliees:: Venti | s : bilite: das: SEE erations entreprises — ee 4 
ge aes et ‘poursuivies. sans notre’ consi NR es eR SNS Ss a 


> : 
9% 
; + : 
Hate? ¥. £5) * 
teat Gey 


“' : 


= = - a . . ir eR a yoy 
oC ae Soe fe Se Oe 2 Fegs% a 
-— ’ : . “ . % - * ar 
. ee oo > £ - 4 , : : ly ——— oe + ae 
> j ; 
“? - > 
. s 
. >. 
- ee ° 
” ¢ : 
. ; 
« ¢ * 
“ : 
- ' 
+ , 


eS i segiteition cae stent: adibabeeis dans. les locang. de Stembinbdade, 
' eonstamnent en présence d'un réprésentant de la Légation, a amene la 
couverte d'autres: munitions, soit des grenedes & mains qui ont été 
 emport ées par les: perquisiteurs; tous les coffres-forts ont étésouverts 
et Gla 6té annoneé 1'intention de prendre des photographies de certains 
: ‘documents, dont la liste nous sera commmiquée. . Chaque fois qu'il 
' pragissait. de faire franchir & la perquisition une nouvelle étape, le 
representant. du R.A.C. demandait fort courtoisement au representant de 
la Légation s'il n'avait pas d'objection; chaque fois, la reponse a 
consisté'& rappeler au représentant des Forces Alliées que celles-ci 
-agissaient de leur propre et seule autorité, sans le concours de la 
: Légation. qui devait au contraire contimer & faire toutes réserves & 
bib hi de tout ce qui se passait sous ses yeux. 


Sted fixé notre. attitude dans le ‘Mémorandum dont ci-joint copie, 
qui fut remis aujourd'hui & MM. Reber et Caccia, lesquels n'ont Bost 
fait & son contem d'autres objections que celles-cis (1) anx 

ides Forces Alliées, i1 n'y a pas eu de leur part violation de de 1" immnité 
j diplomatique; l'usage qui en a été fait par les Allemands avait déja 
gait tomber ce priviltge; il n'est en effet gubre usuel et admissible 
ofa‘ une: Ambassade soit, au moment d'etre confiée A la garde de la 
Puissarice Protectrice, transformée en reservoir d'explosifs; (2) les 
eutorités alliées ont emporté du matériel et certain documents; il nous 
rem: By ‘du tout, une liste compltte. "ous documents qui pourraient 
| ot 6) ihotographies seront laissés & 1'Ambassade et ne seront pas 
inventories. 


5 Wey Nous n'avons: ‘Suki pu, & notre vif regret, empécher un accroc des 
plus’ @tendus a l'intégrite de biens de 1'Etat allemand confiés & notre 
| garde; il ya eu, a cela, empéchement de force majeure et, le moins 

‘. qu'on puisse dire, c'est que notre bonne foi a été gravenent surprise 

- Lorsqu'a. 6té confiée a notre garde une. Ambassade sans nous prevenir 

aucunement qu'il y avait 6té emagasine des explosifs. Je me refere, 
‘ & ce ropes, a mon rapport de ce méme jour ot je relate la fagon pour 

_; Le moins: insolite dont a 6té effectuée la remise Ala Légation de Suisse 

: des. Intéret ellemands. Ur on 


Fs yeatlles. bicker; Monsieur le wets les assurances de ma haute 
iy considération, es 


Le Ministre Plenipotentiaire 
ney des Intéréts Etrangers: 
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The entry of Allied military personnel into 

TELEGRAM en Rome has led to two main problems: food and housing. 

: arl Discusses these problems and states that Mry Kirk 

0. Nap. has written to the Department of State regarding 

| $55. the movi of troops into Rome and pointing out the 
- Dated ill-effects which May occur. 

Received’ UY June, 1944, 
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Sir D. Osborne, 
No. 478 
27th June 1944 


Your telegram No. 
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D. Untimed 27th June 1944 


Re 11.20 a.m. 28th June 1944 


gr, R444 | (24/2> 


so 


(Minutes.) 
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politics. Please f 


ah * es 


me say first that in my view we could not have 


tion in Rome. A crisis was 


: 
n . 
~” 


5% : ; 


feared that « ‘gix party government would not be achieved 


=. 
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and that the institutional question would be raised in an ecute form. 


> ’ * 


‘ - 
: 


; 


; 


pade 14 1 povernment were secepte of all existing obli- 
gations to the Allies and undertaking not to raise the institutionel 

| question. | 
You may ask whether « government of the perties is worth while, 


for what do they represent. The ‘answer from an administrative point 


of view here is a clear Yes. If the parties or some of them are in 
tion, experience in the first months shows that sooner or later 


we will have to use coercion, for instance to break a strike. 


Coercion entails a violation of our prime duty: to ensure that the 


military do not have to worry about peace and quiet on their lines 


- 


of communication. On the contrary if the parties are with us, 


a 
i ‘* 


administrative problems such as the collection of weapons from armed 


. 
> 


partisans in Rome can be solved by the simple expedient of an appeal 
to the. party. leaders rather than by plice measures on the German 
‘model. And is it of no account in Europe that there should be a 
contrast in our methods and that we should live up to such solem 


declarations as Moscow as well as to much propaganda that we are in 


favour of democratic processes? Admittedly there can be ne exact 


. 


evidence on the extent of the backing which the parties enjey in the 


country. What is certain is that they do represent anti-Fascian 
with all hie admirable 


qualitios} but with his record cf service to Fascien end his 


*. « 


. 
. 

“ ~- 

: ; 


de in his title of Duke of Aad Ababa. What is more, since we 


~ 


minister, the parties may yet tura to 


e 


‘Tho enclosed record goes into a certain emount of travel detail — 


a 
‘ 


be to your purpose, but may be of use as a guide 
on form to any Foreign Office Official who goes into any other capitel 


‘on its capture and from experience I strotigly recommend that the 


Foreign Office should always be thet within the first few hours. 
For practical reasons of administration such en Offidal as a civilian 
should be attached to an army unit. - That will have drawbacks. * 

| » 


up to wait” is the fate of all Army units and this is inevitable as 


| * 


the exact time of the capture of any capital cannot be foretold with 
any degree of certainty. But there are compensations. ny administra- 


tion will lock after food and supplies for personnel and cars and, what 


is more, will ensure as far as possible that camp sites have been 


as 


cleared of mines. Finally, the Army has the only means of sending 


telegrams and in the early stages, for obvious reasons, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to get any non-operational message trananitted. 


> -* 


Incidentelly, the record will show thet anyone who goes on these sort 


of parties should be pretty fit af he is to be in condition to cope 


- 


with the one demh thing after another on arrival. 


EP 


i, ee Sion eR 
. Shoad : ; 
+# ER Ag 
iP tea ee! ars tll iy 
ne CMT + 
= am 


‘thet Mr. Reber 
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litical Section of Allied Contre} ¢ 


Ni 
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ce unit known as *§" Force, which was to be put 


into the city immediately behind combat troops. 


At the time of the May attack in Italy "S" Force was recon- 


stituted and Mr. Reber end I were given instructions which had been 


” 
‘ 


worked out with Marshal Badoglio and approved by Allied authorities. 


They were to get into touch as soon as possible after the fall of Rome 


with the lesders of the Parties and with Generel Bencivenga, who, with 


A 


Allied approval, had been appointed by Marshal Bedoglio to mep order 


‘ 
§ 


in the city in any interval there might be between the Germen retreat 


val of Allied forces. We were to explain to the General ant 


; . ¢ ‘ 


, 


the political leat rogra me whereby the King was to retire 


into private 1 L1ied troops entered Rome, the Crown Prince 


’ 


was to decane Lieutenant of the Realm, Marshel Bedoglio was to place his 


” 
“ : 
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resignation in the hanis of the Licutenant and be asked to recenstruct 
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h May. Frome mile out to sea 


later when we drove 


: 


£8 that we sor th 


we went to a staging area neer Borgo Sabotino and 


moved on the mext da to within about two miles of Littorio, so as to 


“be near Route 7 into Rome. We 


a 


June. We hed brillient summer weather throughout and the day's 


routine was simple: 6 asm. reveille; 6.30 parade; 7.0 breakfast; 


’ 


12.0 Ginner; 5.30 supper } bed before dark. Our sole exercise was 


* 
: ‘ 


washing clothes and swatting mosquitoes, for though the Pontine Marshes 


may have been reclaimed for agriculture, they have not been cleared of 


maleria. Still there was only one casualty. 


On the afternoon of the 3rd June we were put on a two-hours 


‘ 


alert ani later received orders to be packed and ready to move at one 


minute after midnight. We did not actually leeve until 1,30, driving 


; 


through the might to mother staging area ina field by the main roed 


two to three miles short of Veletri, where we arrived at 5.30 aw. on 


. 


iy, the 4th June. It was a noisome place. It stank, for there 


; 


had been fighting and the dead in the rushes by the fringes of the field 


’ 
fr 
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“had not deen mried. Nor were we allowed to do anything about this as 


there were mines, one of which Wes found near the cook-house in the 


‘ 


There. was not enough roum for disper on and.as a special 


. a 
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‘to a Foreign Office. offic 
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2 hs “4m ‘the Borghese Gardens on the Pincio, But full disgretion had been 
 : iagtea tia pA dae sia iene aiveiae chia 
ae early hour, the people of Rome were coming : 
pd cheering ani many were leening out 
. is? Ln, Bands of armed pertisans were 
much in evidense; We soon noticed water running from a gusset an * 
| realised with relief thet the ecqueduct could not have been blown as : 
| | expeted. Perhaps there might be electric light, end we looked aurious- ; 
7 . y for any window thet might prove it. There was one. We veotbal the 
Pingse Vonesia, which was crowled and, ly dering, went dom the 
to which all reports. : shown to be heavily mined. On the 
_ as F turning up to the Pincio two dead men were stretched out, but our 
bai column of *3* Force saw no other casualties in the city. Other columns 
Ls ; got involved in some ‘gibieoias én took same prisoners, ani frau te a 
% a ea ee Pincio there were still signs of desultory fighting to be seen towards. 
j ‘We were waite position about 5e3. One of theS.I.M. | 
oo | to send a message to ‘ 
Ht | : me quiek sash | 
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‘ndatien ment and the population hed all | 
n sbandoned. Nevertheless he thought that the 


=e Pt . 


advised that 


t of the Realm might depend upon it. 


At 8 o* clock Bonomi errived. He is elderly and has not a 


’ 


¢ 


reputation for strength; but he makes a good impression at fir 


sight and mst have had ability to keep the Rome Committee together 
during the long months of German domination. He,too, made no 


‘culty over the progremme and said that he would arrange a meeting of 


¢ 


the Rome Committee of Liberation for 11.30 in the morning. Shortly 


7 


afterwards Count Casati, tl head of the Liberal Party, joined us ani 


they both reiterated much of what General Bencivenga had seid, though 


Bonomi was inclined to be less pessimistic abut Marshal Bedoglio's 


chances. They agreed on the importance of the Crown Prince ani the 


; : 


Mershal coming to Rome at once. It would be difficult to hold the 
Par des in, if there was delay. 


: 


In’ the meant ime we had been doing our best, without success , 


> 


. to the British and American representatives in the 
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ani, as was to 
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mat they accepted 
: which we had earlier explained to him. We 


ce of nothing being done to prejudice the 


oo ‘¥ 


t on of the Itelien Government in the short time 
thet must elapse before the arrival of Marshal Bedoglio with his perty 


ttee endorsed this and, it should be 


. 


seid, ebided by their underteking. It should equally be said that we - 


; 


were entirely indebted for this to being allowed to go with *S* Force. 


4 


We found that the Committee, although well organised, were very ignorant 


of whet Ind been going on in South Italy, and if they md been left to 


‘ 


themselves or, far worse, been incited by irresponsible press carres- 


pondents, they might in the early stages have teken positions which 


would almost certainly have been en emberrassment but fran which it wuld 


have been difficult for them subsequently to withdrew. 


7 
: 


: _ Our ea ly meeting with the Party leaders had other benefits. 


‘ 


tance. Eech Party hed its own armed band and these might 


have been a tiresome police wob 


» particularly as the number o 


Allied military police in Rome in the early days was small. it was, 
an appeal to the Parties to issue instructions to their own followrs | 
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» and in this and in other mys we 
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(eae ee: ‘June i”, Shite 1159 
Senoticiticin ee Comanting officer, Se Force. | 


1 his menorandun is submitted in aceordanee with your instruc- 
tions for a revort on the activities of the Political Section on 

the entry of © , Foree into Rome, ~ 

Ze Gur main dbjeative had been to make contact as soon as possible 
after the liberation of the city with General Rencivenga who, with 
Allied avupreval, nad been appointed by Marshal. Badoglio in charge 

of the oity in any interim between Germon withirowel and Allied — 
entry, “e were to explain to him and to the leaders of the political 
Parties in Rome what plans had been made for they reconstruction of 
Italian Government, and to try to persuade them to teke no precip- 
itete action until they had had a chance of discussing these matters 
with ‘‘arshal Rodoclio and the Party leaders in the South of Italy, 

Tn order to have the best chance of achieving this sbiective, it 

was essential that we should be among the first to see Bencivenga and 
the political leaders, for instance before they could see the press or. 
decide om any courses which would be emberrassing. 
3 #$In.the upshot, we were able to di Scuss matters with General 
Bencivenca immediately on his arrival at Corpidoglio at 7.90 o'clock 
on the morning of Time 5, and he thereupon arrancved for an interview 
with the loader of the Rome politicians, Signor Bonomi ot 5,00, 

Roth Cenerel Bengivenga ond Signor Bonomi accepted. the Aliied » proposals 
withont question — Sirmor Bonomi summoned a meeting of the Rome 
Goemnittee of the Six Parties for 11,30 that morning where these 
preposals were unansmously endorsed, We should like to so on record 
that this result was in very large measure due to our being able to 
suter the city with & Foree. Long political discussions resulted 


later, but al? the Rome Party had. by then been tied dow to a program 
wniich suited the Allies, 


4h, Our next main duty was to establish contact with the British 
ani Bnerican representatives to the Vatican which we did at 10.00 
Dem, on the norning of June 5, and this enabled relations between 
the Vatican and the Allied authorities concerned to be established 


at once through. the properly-acoredi ted British and American represen . 
tatives. 


5. Wr other antien vere to We at the Stiepoeal of all sections of 

'S Foree for any political question that ALOSe, The principal — 

question has been the search for and discovery of armaments in the 
Tmbassy —— about wadeh 2. —— e Sopa has Shiny. 
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4 OFFICE OF THE BRITISH He ITALY, . 


Via — de Pretis, 


(128/2/)2,) oe 
Dear Department, 


We enclose a short memorandum 
by Caccia on his activities in Rome 
which he entered with 'S' Force in 
the morning of the 5th June. He is 
sending a fuller report privately with 
Genera] Mason MacFarlane and has given 
uS & CODY. 


Yours ever, 


Office of the 
British High Commissioner 
in Italy. 3 NAPLES 


Southern Department, 
Foreign Office, 


London, S.W.1. 
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| -€xperienes: in. | recommend. that 
réeoreser t. athves of the ctate D Depa rément and Feraian Offiee 
‘should on future dccasions be among the first to enter any 
-eapital eity in Europe which is taken fran the Germns, As it 
ds very éiffioult if not impossible for civilians to maintain 
themselves in an arin area, it is of great 2 sega if they can 
be attached to some foree such os © Torce whieh can accept 
: resvonsibility for ali. administrative natters, 
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|.In the course of the recent journey of King Peter of 
Yugoslavia and Dr. Subasic to the Mediterranean I accompanied them 
on a short visit to Rome where the party were the guests of General 
Alexander, 


2.on June 2ist ee flew from Casérta to the Litorio Airfield 
which presents a good example of precision bombing by Allied Air . 
Forces. The administrative buildings are entirely wrecked and yet 
few dwelling houses in the vicinity seem to have been touched. 
His Majesty was met by Major General Harry Johnson of the United 
States Army, the General Officer Commanding Allied Troops in Rome. 


43 had an opportunity of talking to General Johnson and to his 
British liaison officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Count de Salis. I 
gathered from them that General Johnson and other senior American 
officers in Rome were disturbed by the number of Allied troops in 
the city and by the tendency to use it as an administrative 
headquarters. Many of the American officers ‘in Rome, it appears, 
are of Italian origin. Some are keen politicians. These individuals 
are attempting to make political capital in the United States 
against President Roosevelt by magnifying such slight incidents as 
there have been and emphasising the ill effect caused by the 
requisitionings of houses and motor cars, whichhave, it appears, been 
rather excessive. I suggested to General Johnson that he should 
raise the matter himself with General Alexander. 


In the evening King Peter, Dr. Subasic and I were entertained 
at dinner by General Alexander at his Headquarters. I1 mentioned to 
him the question of the number of troops in Rome. He shared the 
view that there are too many and asked me to talk over the matter 

- with Sir D. Osborne and suggest to the latter that he might write 
to him about it. A letter from Sir D. Osborne would, he thought, 
strengthen his hand in speaking to General Clark. 


{ Except for the number of Allied troops on day leave Rome 
appears more or less normal. The shops do not remain open very long 
in the day and their window displays are meagre. In general the 
people are decently and some even smartly dressed but nearly all the 
shoes worn by the women Have thick wooden soles. The shortage of food in 
Rome does not seem to be very serious. A fair indication of this 
is given by the fact that the childrem in the poorer quarters of the 
town run about and play normaily which they would not do if they 
were badly undernourished. I understand that the transport problem 
is one of the main difficulties in supplying food. The peasants’ 
carts from the surrounding countryside have still to be kept off 
the roads to hold them clear for military traffie. Nearly ‘all the 
restaurants in the city are therefore closed. The Allied are 
feeding 500,000 people a day by means of soup kitchens until the 
situation returns to normal. 


6 sir N. Charles, the British High Commissioner, and Mr. Caceia 
of the Allied Control Commission arrived in m dune 25rd. I 
spoke to them of recent political developments in the liberated 
part of Italy. Thgpy maintain, if I understood them ari; 
it is the duty of the Allied ontrol Commission and the Advisory 
Council to see to it that nothing threatens administrative peace an 


quiet behind the fighting line. Any risk of trouble which might 


involve calling on General Alexander to divert troops from the 
battle in which he is engaged should be avoided. Immediately — 
after the liberation of Rome the attitude of the political 
leaders there was such as to make it desirable to accept without 
delay the arrangements reached by them, despite the dis- 
advantage letting the Italians think that they are free from 
the trammels of the Armistice. _ : 


| mF Edy further point made by Sir N. Charles and Mr. Gaeeds was 
t although it is perfectly feasible for us to be as tough 
as we like with the Italians, we should in making up our minds 
on the degree of toughness we. are going to employ, consult 
first and foremost our own interests. They are of the opinion 
that whatever might be the official attitude of Moscow and 
Washington the local representatives of the Soviet Union and 
of the United States would make it clear to the Italians that 
such toughness did not accord with their views but was part of 
Ses British policy of revenge with which they had to fall in. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, BeWede, 
30th dune, 1944 
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Telephone: WHITEHALL 4488. Bo ~ Reve HOUSE,’ 


Telegraphic Address:— RAFALGAR square, 


ss ” | ‘ 
OPPOSITELY, en eerernes SN DON: UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA LONDON, Ww. ¥s 2 


Rer: 10077. oo eS 
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Dear Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin, 


My Department have asked me whether 
it is possible to ascertain what has become of 
the official furniture of the South African 
Legation, Rome, as well as that of former members 
of the Legation staff, Dr. Heymans,)r.Geldenhuys, 
Mr. Scholtz and Miss Hutchinson, which werewo8 
stored at arthur Bolliger, Piazza di oo 49-50, 
Rome. 


I have no doubt that you will have 
asked the Civil Affairs Division operating in 
Italy to report on the condition of your Embassy 
in Rome, and should be grateful if you would 
enquire whether it is possible to secure some 
information about this furniture. Any details 
about the condition of our Legation itself would 
also be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 


OL bbl 


F.ashton-Gwatkin Bsq., 
The Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, 


S.Wel. 
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or Headquarters or re-trensuniied, even in cides. 
essages marked O.T.P. need not be 


ss PERSONAL TELEGRAM 


Bae i on 
229496 RIAL No..1..Ja/3/4. 
Recd:- 2005 6 Jun '44, 


ONE Tie Pid, 
From:- Freedom algiers. 
to:- The Jar Office. 
F.55576 Cipher 6 Jun. RESTRICTED. 
Cite FHGEG Signed Jilson, 
Following messcge from Marshal BADOGLIO to 


~ Prime Minister received here “To the Right Honourable 


‘inston S. Churchill Prime Minister of Great Britain 


All Iteliens deeply moved and grateful are on this 


soppy day united in spirit to the great and friendly 


sritish people interpreting the sentiments of new Italy.. 
I send you Mr Prime tiinister my most earnest wishes 
for the future on the certainty that Rome will ses 

the definite cnd basting friendship between our two 
peoples. igned B,.VDOGLIO 


Reguest above be transmitted to the Prime Minister. 


C.6.Telegrams, T.O.0. 1000.8. 


Copfes to S. of S. 
| Cd elest 
Defence Office © 


SECRET CIPHER | | RwGe 
TELEGRAM 8 / 
Hite 


‘messag distrib tside British Governm 
This me e will not be uted ou ernmen i wa: 
or Headquarters Or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased 


(Messages marked O.T.P. need Prt INISTER’ Ss. 


PERSONAL TELEGRAM 


SERIAL Not. 1an fi _ 
ONE TIME PAD 


From:~ The War Office. 


| ite Desp,. 1540 8 Jun 44, 
TO := General Wilson. 


IMPORTANT 


50632 cipher 8 Jun. SECRET. 


Personal and Secret. Please pass following 


message from Prime Minister to Marshal Badoglio. 


Begins. I thank you for your telegram 
on the deliverance of Rome. It is my earnest desire 
that when all the difficulties have been overcome : 
the British and Italian peoples shall live in their 
old historic friendship. Ends. 1T1,.0.0.Nil. 


C.6.(Tels). Copies to:-— Defence Office only, 20 copies, 
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bombardments and urging.that the allied authorities 
without delay declare Rome an open citye 
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15/129/44 the Holy See 
HIS Majesty's Minister at Bemexpresents his compliments to H sli. Principal 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Fk t OF | 7 


ae 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned doc 


British Legation 
Bemexxtioly See 


June 24th 1. 19.44... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 
Legation Telegram No. 419 K 
Description of Enclosure. 


‘Name and Date. | Subject. 


Secretariat of State Occupation of Rome by Allied 


Vatican Troops. 


TRANSLATION IS / 


SECRETARIAT OF STATE 
OF HIS HOLINESS 


No. 3633/44 


The Secretariat of State of His Holiness has the 
honour to bring the following to the attention of His 
Britannic Majesty's Legation to the Holy See. 


Following the occupation of Rome by the Allied Forces 
large numbers of troops have poured into the city, which 
has now become the principal road and clearance centre for 
soldiers and war material, its streets being used uninter- 
ruptedly. : 


This might have been inevitable during the first days 
of the occupation when military operations were going on in. 
the immediate neighbourhood of Rome and after the German 
troops themselves had also used the central thoroughfares 
of Rome in their retreat. But now, since this situation no 
longer exists, it can readily be seen how the presence of 
these military objectives within the city limits exposes 
the Eternal City to the danger of air raids on the part of 
the opposing army. 


After having done so much to prevent combats from 
taking place inside the walis of the city, with inevitable 
destruction of numerous civilian quarters as well as of 
famous monuments of religion, history and art, it would be 
a pity if a pretext should be offered to the adversary to 
carry out aerial bombardments on Rome, thus very greatly 
endangering the Vatican City itself, the Pontifical Basil- 
icas, extraterritorial buildings, and property of the Holy 
See. 


The Secretariat of State therefore feels certain that, 
desirous of preserving the Eternal City from further damage 
and conscious of their responsibilities, the Allied Govern- 
ments will be fully disposed to adopt all necessary measures 


L060 0 
His Britannic Majesty's Legation to the Holy See, 
VATICan 
Sas CIty 
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(Ss. | 
to eliminates the possibility of the German Army evoking the 


existence of military objectives in kKome as a motive for 
aerial bombardments. 


The Secretariat of “tate is confident therefore that 
the competent Allied authorities will without delay declare 
Rome an Open City and adopt the practical measures which 
such a declaration carries with it. To this end the Secre- 
tariat of State suggests that the following measures, among 
others, be considered:- 


1. The military commands charged with directing the oper- 
ations should not have their headouarters in Rome. 


2. Only those troops necessary for the maintenance of 
order in the city, for the operation of technical services, 
and for the feeding of the civilian population should remain 
inside the city limits along with their respective commands. 


* Military traffic should be deviated alone the road net- 
work outside the city. 


4. Anti-aircraft defences should be maintained outside the 
city at a distance so as not to cause damage to the inhabited 
quarters. 


The Secretariat of “tate takes this opportunity 
to express to His Majesty's Legation its sentiments of high 
consideration. 
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- NEme pR 10548/124/22 | 


Aris 


question of declaring Rome an open city. 


| Refers to Foreign Office telegram 1327 of 16th 
EGRAM FROM puly and Sir D. Osborne's telegrams 419, 435 
ident Ministe: R 9263/124/22 and R 9567/124/22) on 
= Ne Algiers. | Considers that no useful purpose will beserved 
862 ae in peg osha — an open city. The matter has been 
< So Irequently raised with General Wilson and General 
Dated 4th Juy., Alexander and so frequently rejected that he does not 
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FORBIGN OFFICE, 
S.Wel. 


(R 10648/124/22) 


Dear Chancery, 


With reference to Holy See 
telegram No.435 of 16th June we 
enclose a copy of Resident Minister 
Algiers telegram No. 862 of 4th July 
about the question of Rome as an 
open city. 


We agree with Resident Minister's 
attitude and propose, if the United 


‘States Government agree, to return 


no further reply to the Vatican's 

note (see Holy See telegram No.419 of 
llth June) beyond that already given | 
in Holy See telegram No.405, wmiless 
the Vatican revive the question | 
which we expect they are unlikely to 


Will you please let us know 
whether the United States Government 
,» 80 that we may inform Sir 
D’Arey Osborne? 


We are sending a y of this 
letter to the Resident Minister's 
Office, Algiers. 
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ith reference to your telegram 
No. 487 of July 6th I do not feel that 
we should at the moment press for any 
Greek forces to take part in the parade 
theeigh Rale. The Prise Minister feels 
very strongly that, in view of the 
mutinies in the Greek forces last 
April, no Greek Army units should take 
part and I am afraid he would take the 
same line in regard to the Greek Navy, 
even though the ships engaged in the 
Italian campaign may not Nada eaneed any 


trouble. If the Greek Air Force were 


the only one of the three Services to 


be represented I fear it would only 

emphasise the absence of the other two. 
It seems rather doubtful whether the 

parade will be held in the near future, 

since the attic in Italy is still 

being fiercely fought. But if, as we . 


hope, the Greek Brigade will be in 


~ action in Italy some time next month it 


may have tedeemed itself before any 
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parade is held and the question of its 
participation could then be reconsidered. 
We have suggested this to the Prime 


Minister who has agreed. 
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. Conditions existing c on our occupation of Roine were in sharp contrast 
to those found when we captured Naples. The writer, having had charge of the 
setting up of Allied Military Government in both cities, is in a position to 

compare the state in each after the departure of the ene. 


| Naples was largely in ruins; Rome was little hurt. Naples had 
“suffered numerous and highly destructive air attacks by the Allies, but Rome 

had not been fired upon by us, except for some of the suburban quarters and the 
railway yards. Naples wes crowded with refugees in dire want and all but 
sterving. Rome had a two day supply of food when we came in. Refugees there 
were in Rome, but they were of a considerably better class, as a whole, than 
were the poor found in such numbers in Naples. Prior to the war, Naples was 
larger than Rome, being the metropolis of Italy; but now what with the influx 
of war employees and their families, as well as people from the North who were 
caught in Rome by our rapid advance, Rome was aboutlmlf as large again as 
Naples. In Naples the Germans, before their retreat, had done everything 
conceivable to wreck the city and all its modern conveniences. In Naples there 
were no telephones, electric light apparatus, gas, tram (streetcar) lines, auto- 
mobiles (except a few at first hidden), no lamps or candles, no food and no fuel. 
None of these things were absent in Rome ,» though many were in very short supply. 
In Naples even educational and religious institutions had been the object of 
Teutonic fury. In Rome, probably because of the nearness of the Vatican, there 
was no damage to such places. Naples, having been exposed to German propaganda, 
expected the worst of Allied troops. Rome, having been reassured, awaited us 
as liberators. 


All this is not to be taken to mean that Rome was in a normal state. 
There was ample evidence that the enemy had made extensive preparations to cause 
damage to bridges, public buildings, public utilities and even streets, but there 
were signs that his retreat had been so hasty that there was no time to put into 
effect all these plans. There was, nevertheless, damage as will be described 
be low. 


The Allied Military Government destined for Rome had been making plans 
for this work for more than five months, owing to the delay in the advance of the 
Allied armies. Everything that could be done in anticipation had been done, end 
the soundness and completeness of plans thus made were evident in the smooth way 
that our officers assumed their new tasks and without difficulty took over the 
management of the Italian capital.. The Army Commander, Lieutenant-General Mark 
W.. Clark, characterised the work by AMG in Rome as a "grand job", and added that 
its heaving been done well took a heavy burden from his shoulders. 


The report that follows gives only what we did during the first forty- 
eight hours of our occupation. A later report will contime the story. Many 
of the things mentioned below as being projected were, in fact, put into reality 
before this report could be typed. 


The advance of the Eighth Army has been so rapid that our troops are 
already far to the north, much farther than we had anticipated at this time. 
The Eight Army Likewise is moving on. Herein lies another great difference 
between the position of A.M.G. in Rome from that in Naples.. In Naples the actual 
ghee was for many weeks within a few miles, comparatively, of the ciy, so that : 
that we did was necessarily colored by it. In Rome the battle zone moved . 
on so quickly that Rome is already a rear area. The Fifth Army will soon be 
able to turn over the ——o for Rome to others, a thing which was long | 
— in Naples. . 
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.  Brigadier-General, General Staff Corps 
In Charge of Allied Military Government of Rome. 
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Ge Cc. ler, Chief 
ye F.-ench . “and Colonel Britten of the 
ritish df: ra th Major General Harry H. Johnson, Commander 
of the Nosy in the Rome Area and Brigadier General Erskine Hume, 
Chief of Allied Military Government Renee (S.0.4.0.), Fifth Army 
entered Rome in several Jeeps at approximately 8 a.m. on Monday, 5 "June 
194). The Germans had been driven out of the city at approximately 10 p.m. 
of the previous night, some of our units having maintained contact with 
the enemy at intervals for the previous twenty-four hours. 


2. General Clark's party, as prearranged, proceeded directly 
to the Campidoglio (City Administrative Offices) where they were met 
by General Roberto Bencivenga of the Italian Army, who had been 
designated by Marshall Badoglio, with the Approval of Lieutenant General 
Noel Mason MacFarlane, Chief Commissioner of the Allied Control Commission, 
to have civil and military control.of Rome during the interval between the 
departure of the ogg | and the arrival of Allied troops. At 10 o'clock 
of the same morning, General Clark was joined by his three Corps Commanders, 
General A, Juin, commanding the French Expeditionary Corps, Major General 
Geoffrey Keyes, commanding the ITI. Corps and Major:General Lucian Truscutt, 
commanding the VI Corps. 


Immediately on arrival * che officers. of Allied Military Government 
who had been désignated for duty in the Rome Area and the staff of the Rome 
- Area Command, (heretofore known as the City Administration Section, to avoid 
the use of ne: ‘word "Rome" ) began their work. These officers of the two 
groups have shown a high degree of efficiency and have taken hold effectively 
of their manifold tasks, all of which required the exercise of initiative, 
energy and good judgment. In the following paragraphs is outlined briefly 
the work of each of the special divisions during the first two days of our 
Administration of the Government of the Italian capital. 


+ 


: e . ~ 
ae, eee 


Se 


~ e Me 
ot Nees eee 


4 =a 
‘ee 
eo 


wet ® 
+2 


- 
ners 
See 


os 
x. 
<3 
be 
“ 
i 


4 7 
etn. 4 


tion. ge ler 
Con oar ea) h Ss ; four Chie? Assist 
rors -sonne 3 2 \at igence ) Operations) and lantstety ; 
ads er yy Allied Military Gaverrment division have been: arranged. 
‘Tims has “tbeen found a most satisfactory arrangement as our departments are given 
a degree ‘of cooperation that never existcd during our Government of Naples. 
_ of the matters of purely military moment are worked out directly by the 
‘Rome Area C id, which if not done, would have devolved on us. The offices 
6° Of “the two organizations are in the same building (see above) and the chiefs 
of each division meet for a conference at the beginning of each morning. In 
some of the sections. the work is so intimately united that it is difficult to 
draw a line between the members of the two staffs, for instance the Engineers 
officer of the Rome Area. Command end head of our Sena DOR on: Communications 
and: ‘Utilities ‘Division. e 
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On arrival in Rome in. accordance with plans previously made, the 
Allied Military Government and the Rome Area Command established offices 
jointly in the Campidoglio. This historical building has been traditionally 
“the see of the government of the city of: Rome from time immemorial and it was 
 félt that in the early stages of occupation it was important for-us to begin 
our administration and governmental duties at such a place. It was never 
intended that our offices should continue there ee 


Accordingly, at the end of the ions day of our occupation, arrange- 
aii were made to take over part of the Istituto Assicurazioni Venezia. 
This building, as foreseen, is admirably adapted for our “purposes. Lt is 
centrally located and easily accessible to the Campidoglio , in which the civic 
offices continue to function. 


The Anbassadors Hotel has been taken for the billetso@& most of the 
officers of the Allied Military Government and Rome Area Command. A small 
number however are living elsewhere. 


Vi Finances. 


On our arrival in Rome the banks were closed as the day was a holiday. 
it would have been necessary in any case to close the banks in order to have 
time to study the condition of each, especially of the Banca d'Italia, the 
central bank. Anticipating a shortage of cash, we brought with us 600, 000 ,000 
lire from Banca d'Italia, Naples. -This money, together with 2).0,000 000 
Allied Military Government Lire belonging’ to AFA (Allied Financial Agency) 
were brought in four trucks which reached Rome with the first elements of AMG. 
The money was deposited in the Banca d'Italia, before noon on the day of arrival. 
Our. anticipation was verified by inve stigation which proved that all the banks 

were short of cash and that the Banca d'Italia was down to practically none. 

The Germans and their Fascist allies had made away with ais all the available 

money in the banks. There were a few notable examples of hidden cash, two of 
anks having concealed 75,000,000 lire each and one 40,000,000 lire. The 

nt in alight to. be a vitally necessary element in restoring confi- 

n laying the t sis | for the reopening of the banks. Additional 
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Davdilton: decided. that the banks could be re-opened - éuitgshity, General Order No. 2 
‘was posted on Sunday 11 June, making effective on Monday, 12 June, the re- 
opening of the banks and of the benking services of the Post Offices (the postal 
savings and current accounts, and the issuance of postal savings bonds). . This 
General Order and the conditions of re-opening were explained to the banks at a 
meeting held on Sunday 11 June. To be able to re-open banks so quickly after our 


occupation is a record for Allied Military Government, irrespective of the size of 
the CaNy concerned. 


The finances of the city, province and state, were simltaneously ptudiba, 
The financial officials of all three were requested to present copies of their 
current budgets and those of the previous year, and to furnish estimates of their 
immediate needs for the next month. The Ragioniere Capo (Chief. Accountant) 
of the Governatorato , on the second day of our occupation, requested funds for 
payment of city employees for the month .of June. Ags this would have been the 
beginning of an unsound practice of paying salaries before they are due, we have 
declined for the present, requesting a more detailed justification... If a real need 
be shown, the Finance Division proposes to authorise the payment: of the salaries 
of the first half-month. It is contemplated that the salary increase allowed in 


the liberated areas of the South wil J. aiso be made eff euvaEve here in the near 
future. 


: The finances of the Governato:z “ato showed a deficit of 198,000,000 lire 
for the year 19,3. substantial. deficits are the rule in the fAbenciel: situa- — 
tion of the province and the state office. The officers in charge of revenue 
matters have impressed on the tax collecting offices that all tax laws are in 
-effect and that all taxes must be collected. All the tax offices are intact, with 
sufficient personnel to function normal_y. | 


| The enndusicement of the reopening of tl banks in the record time of only 
one week from the date of entry, anc the simultancous resumption of the 


activities of the postal savings sytom in the city, have created a most favor~ 
-able impression among the Roman public, The postal banking system is the poor 


man's bank and is an important feature of the life of the people. There is every 
evidence that money in hiding will now core back to. the banks: in large volume, 

The Roman public had heen in a very nervous state for months, having in mind the 
Germans’ exaction of 10,000,000,000 lire morthly from the Fascist. government 

and the restrictions placed by the Germans on withdrawals from’ bank accounts. i. 
With the removal of this incubus on tid economic system and the genuine restoration 
of public confidence, the local bankers now assure us that the occupation by the 
Allies has served greatly to reesta -blish tne faith of the people. 


VI. _ Public Sofety 


The entire personnel of our PuLtso Safety division was \gttediaas some time 
prior to leaving Caserta and Navles, to the “Force, a special body created to 
enter Rome as soon as practicable to preserve records, archives and papers in > 
public buildings, which might have been damaged or destroyed by enemy action. 

Thus our police officers to whom: 2800 Carabinieri and 400 Guardiec di Finanza were 
attached, were available for immediate duty. Even prior to leaving Littoria for 
the advance on Rome, these men did excellent work in highwoy traffic control and 
in guarding vulnerable points in the Fifth Army area or eiacwhers as requested 
by various entities of Fifth Army. 

ee 


The personnel of the Public Safety division threw themselves into the 
work in Rome in a most efficient fashion. Our Garabinieri and Guardie de 
Finanza went direct to each of the ten districts into which Rome is divided, each — 
_ group working under an experienced Allied Police officer. These officers who are 
mostly Brit ae have all been found efiicient and thoroughly trained. Radio 
sparatus was brought in by us, one being placed in each district so that Head- 

im mec fate and Ne hour s touch with each group. 


. The conduct. 


ass 


“The conduct of tm “Population of Rome with but a few iia: has 
been n excel len ; Since our arrival. Great. enthusiasm was displayed by persons of 
L ages in every street through which the military vehicles passed. In only a 
instances. was: there fic like sniping, after the city quieted down 
‘within the first twenty-four hours. There have so far been few cases of looting 
— and in almost all of them the culprits have been captured. 


‘cuits have been placed in the newspapers telling in simple 

words and briefly just what is expected, by the Allied Military Government, of 

. the people of the city. It was felt that by this means, persons who wish to 
obey our rules will be able to do so and will not be forced to depend on reading 
the lengthy and not too clear proclamations and the like which were prepared in 
advance. Such proclamations have been posted, as required, in the appropriate 
places. A. curfew has been established from 10 p.m to 5 aem -- these hours 
corresponding to the hours of darkness. One of the first and chief difficulties 
was the matter of disarming the "partisans". These men, in most instances, were 
encouraged by the Allies to bear arms, and in some instances were given arms by 
the Allies so as to offer resistance to the enemy. It is not known to. what 
extent these persons rendered useful services prior to our arrival but: it was 
considered that it would be a potential menace from now on to permit men in 
civilian clothing having only an armband by wav of identification on to go about, 
armed. It is a most unwise practice, particularly in the carly days of an 
occupation, moreover, Since a police force which we cohsider trustworthy has 
been placed on duty, there is no further duty or use for thése perenne. | 
oat 

f _ On the other hand, it was realised that these men have a certain 
claim upon us and we did not wish to be accused, as we were in Naples in several 
” instances, of not protecting those who had been our friends. © At the same time 
that the order was issued to disarm these men, the matter was carefully explained 
to members of the National Committee of Liberation and they were requested to 
inform their several organisations as to why this was necessary. Appropriate 
notices have been placed in the papers, explaining this. Thus far we are 
experiencing no difficultices from individuals who are unwilling to give up the 
arms. There has been but one casualty in our personnel since arriving in Rome, 
although one officer, Lt. Zittcl, was sligntly wounded by an exploding land mine 
on the day before we entered Rome and’ during the time that he was ee the 
Carabinieri “or the march. 


‘The casualty was a lieutenant of the Finance Guards who was killed 
while posting a notice pertaining to the return of arms. He was shot in the 
back and the culprit has not yet been discovered. An autopsy has been ordered 
to determine from what direction the fatal bullet came. One public security 
officer, who is experienced in homicide detection, has undertaken this case. 

The Polizia Africana Italiana (P, A.I.) which was completely disbanded and dis- 
solved on the first day of our occupation, had 500 members on duty in Rome, with 
approximately 1000 associates. Most of the 500 recular members fled before our 
arrival. The first are being held. The associates are not being arrested, 
this being upon. the unanimous advice of persons who have. been in Rome throughout 
the German occupation and with whom our contacts. have been maintained, It. 
may seer be found RACE AE to take even the associates into SR * 


Thus far about 2200 carabinieri have come forward in response. to our 
notice and are offering themselves for duty. ‘They are being vetted under the 
lir ection of the Chief of Police since it is obviously unwise to take them into 
Ur Serv: poe without careful examination of cach individual case. Among the 

rabinieri » | thus come in, is Lt, Gen. Angelo ovina, who was in command 
nM month: ona non grata to the Germans 
Je claims “to have been in the pills: quring : 
of those who do not care for him. state ‘that he. WOS citi 
xs not been possidic to w rity, this report 
or . tc ae + Gen. Pieche, whom we recognized as tl 
rian appointment was by Marshel Badoglio. We have ex~ 

to | enerall ( ; the question of his future status mst be | : 
i later | i , L that for the y present the 28 ons re get hnes of ‘the soa pe 


| pay Lt Col. Hick sath who came ‘to Rome ts us and who 
hz tg | 3 the’ ‘period of planning. 


ay a ee a wdicekhon: with P.W.B. we have aided in supplying material to be 
sai by. the loud speaker apparatus in various parts of the’ city whereby the 
| ae ation that we desire to be given to the public can reach them without delay. 
Similarly, the regular radio station has been broadcasting material supplied by 
" Refugees as far as the — ee eons are not a serious problem 
(oe paragraph XXII). 


“There have been also 200 erresta on security grounds. At least 1600 
undesirable police agents have ‘been completely cleared from office. Our round- 
up of Fascists continues. Elements anaee Pee cloak Dea. watched and 
be at clcaeiad action saad be taken. 


Moke Food, Supply 


: It is obvious that one of the most,. if not the very most, important 

| duties of Allied Military. Government in the Pirat days of the city" S occupation 
. Ls. that of supplying the city with food. This was anticipated and during the 
period of about.one week when our headquarters was at Littoria, much time was 
devoted-to the ‘unloading of the ship containing the flour and other foods which 
had been sent from Naples into the port of Anzio. The first most serious 
difficulty was the lack of labor to unload the ship. While G-4 of the Fifth 
Army had engaged to assist in this, that office experienced much trouble in 
finding workers. Anzio, like other parts of the beach-head, was within the zone 
from which civilians had béen evacuated. On account of the shortage of time and 
the utmost urgency of the situation, the three hundred -- and later four hundred 
-- Finance Guards (Guardie di Finanza) included in our party were used as 
laborers to aid in the unloading. The decision to use these men for this 
purpose was made only after careful consideration and after ascertaining that no 
other men were available. Although expected, the Italian labor companies had 
not arrived to replace the Guardie di Finanza until after the ship was half 
unloaded. | Though this duty was not a pleasant one, the Guardie di Finanza 
undertook it cheerfully, feeling that by so doing they were rendering a@ necessary 


and. urgent service. The fine err which they: demonstrated is worthy of 
ORIEN eRe 


After the labor troops arrived just before we left Littoria, they were 


on Pan Oe assigned to this duty and were still engaged in it when orders came 


for AMG to proceed with its whole organization, isc by that of the Rome 
Area Command, to Rome. 


Thus far food for approximately 25 + days has been transported fron 
Anzio to Rome.and held as areserve, It was not: necessary to use this immedi- 
ately on arrival since it was found that food for approximately two days had 
been already distributed by the Germans, as that our supplies were not _ 
immediately necessary. This was a great aid to us in view of the circumstances 
above: outlined. This also indicates the speed with which the Germans had to 
leave since, though they were able to make off with the undistributed food 
‘supplies sit & were not able to recover supplies already sent out for distribution, 


We found on arrival in the city ‘that there were approximately 
1,385,000 registered food ration cards in Rome. It is however difficult to 
estimate the population of the city from this figure alone, which did not include 
the numerous refugees nor persons temporarily in Rome. These two groups added 
considerably to’ the population, particularly since. MAY: were unable or unwilling 
to anny. the: city at the bs ira of our coming. 


The Germans. had an elaborate system of. bit elie of extra ration of 

bread for. different types of individuals beginning with 75 grams . extra for - 
ildren and going up to 450, rams extra for heavy. workers, The’ amount of the 

normal ~ ration. was ‘100 grams. ‘but it was stated -»' and our Economics and 


/ Supply Department — 


:stima’ -- that not less than 39% of 
S a ring extra rations above the normal allowance. _There is 


Seem first it pn ang that there mist have been nll pelle a 
4 ore viduals who for some reason or other drew extra = 5 tele lata ‘ 


ses ae Ih We aré distributing 100 grams of bread per day and so far this has 
lighted the people because, though not greater in amount than that furnished 
before, » the white flour is a source of both wonder and delight since none has 
been available in Rome during the — period of the war. f 
ee Our Economics and Supply Livision hee found the Sl dtm organi- 
zation: efficient and we are contiming to make our distributions through this 
agency. This division have a -part of their office in the building of the 
Alimentazione. See also Section XXIX on cooperation of the Vatican in feeding 
needy persons. | ne | 


Thus far, 246 truck-loads of food have been received, in addition to 
the first arrival, bringing the total to 110 tons. Some 210 tons of flour were 
distributed on the second day of our occupation, leaving 600 tons as our backlog, 
Beginning with the third day, it is anticipated that we will bring in 375 tons 
of supplies per day, of which three hundred will be distributed, leaving seventy- 
five _— reserve to be added to our back=log. 


VIIl Water Supply. - 


At the time of the arrival of the Allied troops in Rome it was re- 
ported that while there was a reduction in the available water there was no 
actual famine. The water pressure however was so reduced by breaks in the 
Acqua Marcia Acqueduct that water was not ‘available in the. pipelines in the 
higher parts of the city, although available in the: lower parts. On the night 
of the second day of our occupation there ‘was a sharp drop in even fhis water 
supply and it was ound that the cause was sabotage, by the retreating enemy, of 
the main aqueduct near Tivoli, and still with their lines, approximately 10 
miles from the city. Inasmuch as the water system of Rome operates under hign 
pressure, this break immediately resulted in practically cutting off the source 
of ninety per cent of the city water. The engineers of AMG, in cooperation with 
those of the Rome Area Command, immediately undertook the work of repairing 
damage to the aqueduct and at the same time providing for shunting water from the 

smaller mains into those normally supplied by the large aqueduct. In this way, 
@ rationed amount of water was made.available in all parts of the city, except 
those highest. 


There were auxiliary storage facilities for water in many places in 
Rome. Some of the hotels, for instance, had wells or cisterns so that water 
in limited amounts was available. The danger of such supplies becoming con- 
taminated was obviously great so that chlorination was carried out in such 
sources. Signs have been posted, warning persons not to drink unchlorinated 
water and our personnel are making efforts to repair the Acqua Marcia aqueduct. 
To prevent actual shortage of water for drinking and cooking purposes we have 
followed the practise that had been found successful in Naples -- namely the 
yebid rs up of Pe ott distillation units, the water derived from which deing titns 


~porsed by wat er carts to water 0 ints in various ~erts of the city. Knowled: e 
on “ne poses of Che “mblic of these i:c..sures to nisure them from thirst was not 


without effort in keeping up public morale. 


Arrangements for the general chlorination of water exist and as soon 
‘as the source of Tivoli has‘ been repaired, water there’ can be chlorinated before 
it is carried to Rome.’ Small portable chlorination apparatus are available and 
are being used at key points in the city again | ‘to: ‘supplement the regular supply. 


see a the end of our second, day, seventy-five per cent of breaks to 

Me cla. Aqueduct had: been repaired, The present flow is fifty-eight per cent 
of the ordi: In ‘three ays, if no adverse happens, sea ncaa per 
cent of the ‘water sources will be = operation. 


/ The acqueduct 


We have been able to install gas for the use of hospitals by carefully conserving 


restored to the more important military centers in the city such as the office 
erie and of the a Ott sh and oLicwtg battalions attached to the Rome Area 
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ict company “of Rome informed our engineers that the inflow 
ter to the city is not more than five gallons per person per day, but in 
‘ four ¢ ays, if « our. ane ioigation is correct, this amount .will be increased 
ive gallons per n day. Work on the damaged acqueduct is done by 


; _Electrici 


eens Sw the electric power Pte "Vibes: was largely iatindk aes and since 
the plants are still in possession of the enemy, it is not surprising that only 
a limited supply of current was available at the time of our arrival. Since 
there will be a delay before the hydro-electric lines from the south, which 
have been brought forward as the Allied forces advanced, can be able to deliver 
power to Rome, our engineers immediately gave their attention to operating at 
in the. than: pervious “arene the. stand-by steam aid Diesel for the power plants 

n the city. | 


Excellent cooperation was had from the Allied Railway Service which 
immediately made available to us one-thousand tons of coal or 1/2 of the total 
supply. Other fuel supplies have been located. Besides this coal, we found 
on hand undestroyed by the Germans, about a twelve-day supply of fuel for con- 
version into electric current. 


There is a much larger demand for current to provide water pressure, 
chiefly because of the lowering of the pressure in the mains (See Section VIII), 
whereby it is necessary to évote more current to pumps for the supplying of water. 


‘Power for trains is being made available. Hydro-electric plants in 
she: vicinity are being examined and one has been found which can be returned to 
service in ten to twelve days, it is hoped. — 


| Trams (street cars) are ready to be placed in operation but so far 
only a few lines. are in use because of shortage of electricity. ,. The serious in- 


sufficiency of coal for the manufacture of current will necessitate rigid ration- 
ing. 


se Gas 


Under the German domination no gas whatever was supplied to the city. 


the small amount of fuel available for its manufacture. Gas is already being 
furnished to the hospitals in the city. It is difficult thus far, to establish 
any priority beyond this because so many types of uses draw gas from the same 
MANS. 


XI. . Telephones 


Though the Germans did not wreck the telephone exchange, as they did 
in Naples, they damaged the plant to a certain extent by carrying away part of 


the equipment and practically all of the spare instruments and parts. Long 
- before our advent, the Germans had sharply restricted the number of telephones 


that could be used. They had, for one reason or another, permitted the storage 
batteries to run down so that shortage of current therefrom was one of the rea- 


sons that the service was out of operation at the time of our arrival. 


Our engineers and signal officers have been at work on this problem and 
shortly after the end of the second day of our occupation telephone service was 


building used by Allied officers, the Command Posts of the Fifth Army, the 3rd 
day, service was as extensive as had been 


ie work is- going on in order that the full 
a Section xxTX for statement 
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The streets, roads ani bridges of Rom, appeared at first sight to 


>, We as excellent condition. On more complete examination, however, a mmber of 


aes streets were found damaged by heavy traffic though there were no signs of land 
. DMine, Only one bridge over the Tiber in the city had been destroyed. Two 
| coe ROE wre pared for demolition but ‘the charges they had were not exploded. 
& Dabbesal Squad removed these charges and the bridges were saved. 
All bridges over the river outside Rome were destroyed. In the outskirts of 


the city, many roads nee been ee by air raids so that that has slowed the 
Serene? 


| | The roads of ine Governatorate are in very bad ceery re due to battle 
anton’ and heavy military use. The repair and maintenance of certain of these 
roads have been turned over to AMG (Rome Area Command) on a priority basis. 

Work by civilian contractors on these roads is bones prosecuted. 


The gooldgical gardens of Rome demanded immediate attention as the 
animals were. very hungry and evidently had not been fed for some time. Food 
is being provided by us. . 


, The sewers and drains of the city seem ‘to be uninjured fron battle 
: aiskiion. and since they operate by gravity, they seem to be functioning satis- 
factorily even though water is. inadequate. | 


. The damage done through bombing has been ascertained = work is in 
7 rare to restore to normal. 


ere Fire and Air Raid Alarms Systems. As far as can be ascertained, the 

alarm system, both for fire and air raid warning is in good condition but lack 
of electrical power for signal communications renders them inoperable for the 
time being. There is nothing to be done beyond restoring the power, as indi- 
cated. Be 


XIII. Public Hcalth 


ee fa. On. our arrival in Rome » mnicipal, including medical authorities, 
reported that there were 25,000 wounded Germans in the various hospitals of the 
capital. However, upon actual checking, it was found that only seventeen 
German prisoners were in the following hospitals : Ospedale Celio ec Militare, 
Policlinico and Ospedale dell' Ordine di Malta. as 


Through the officer in charge of the ten civil affairs officers in 2s 
many sections of Rome, the Public Health division has located a small = 
of medical stores. This may supply civilian needs for one month, exclusive of 
those suitable for Army use. 


The health offices of the city ere functioning satisfactorily although 
some of the office bearers have fled. It is stated that there is no incidence 
of malaria, as far as the inhabitants go, but malaria has been found among 
refugees, thus there is the obvious danger of spreading if mosquito-breeding 
takes place in this area. All our personnel have been warned to protect then- 
selves by the use of mosquito nets and stabrine, even though they might at first 
think the danger slight. : 


The incidence of tuberculosis during the past six to ten months has 
increased tremendously. The local medical men attribute this to over- 


The death rate has increased pas about ten. per thousand to over 
thirteen per thousand. The birthrate. remains as before. 


The i incident to water shortage are discussed in section 


a ‘Sobtal number. of ‘cages eae Sits 
L. on : stated by more than a few ph jae agg and 
of venereal disease although the usual ne thods were 


rihg: is estimated that there are i6, 000. hospital beds in Rome of which 


aqpecictealiss six thousand are available Por general medical-surgical cases. 
The “others: are for ica types of patients. ; 


a XIV. _Welf are 


The ‘officer in charge of Welfare is ‘being ably assisted by east 
men and women, of the British and American Red Cross Societies. These were 
selected on the basis of a@xtensive experience in welfare work. | 


Brevi ous to entering Rome, contact was established with Vatican 
authorities asking their cooperation in coordinating and protecting the various 
organization which had been operating soup kitchens in Rome, This they did 
very efficiently with the result that over 225 church-controlled and 4) E.C.A. 
kitchens (Ento Commnale a' Assistenza) have contimed to feed over 300 ,000 
individuals. Supplies of food were hidden from the Germans by all of these 
organizations at great risk to many of the various administrators. 


Arrangements have been made to contime this work in cooperation with 
the Vatican authorities, who offer us the use of their extensive facilities, 
including, if necessary, motor vehicles for the transportation of food. [The 
presence of numerous refugees who came into this city shortly before our occupa- 
tion (see Section XXII) has grown greatly. The number oft people receiving food 
from the kitchens has increased to almost 1.00,000, These people, who are of 
all ages, receive one meal per day. 


. Supplies of clothing were available in warehouses of E,C.A. where they 
had been hidden by the E.C.A. officials. Large quantities of these. goods were. 
stolen by the various so called partics under the guise of requisitioning. do 
far no clothing is available for distribution nor is the need anything so great 
as if the city had fallen during cold weather, The Welfare Division is 
conducting a survey of the various institutions in the city which. are concerned 
with rélie? and with care of needy individuals sspecdel ty children. fhe division 
of Public Health is i ss in this. | 


XV. Post Office 


— 


The six main Post Offices of Rome have been examined and all found to 
be in good condition. Postal service in the city can be reinstalled as soon 
as it is considered safe to do so from the standpoint of security. It is 
believed that local postal service should be permitted very soon. 


Announcements have been made that the stamps over-=printed by the 
See are no longer valid, but the regular Italian stamps may be used. 


We plan to institute a post card service between Rome and Naples, and — 
possibly ‘later,. extending it to other centers. The. cards. would be not unlike — 
those permitted -prisoners of war, that is, with space for a few simple statements, 
such as concerning health, etc. The use of euch cards should do mich to keep 
up the morale of the people, who are in’so many ‘instances disturbed at lack of 
news of their nearest and dearest. 


XVI. _ Legs] 


Tepsiiately upon arrival in Rome, Liaison Was established with the... 
Italian courts through the Ministry of Justice. Due inquiry disclosed that all - 
the Courts were prepared to function with complete normaloy except three sections 


/ of the Court 


- 12 - 


of f the Court of -Cassation 7 whose: ee ax had left bids ne aheen ane Germans. 


ugh no Ger ral Courts re fii manips in our. poe int he igeiy. mie, 
le cael Division was. prepared. to establish. a General Court had occasion arisen. 


Following their nbactice in Naples the Germans anes the doors of . 
the penal institutions. Thus the criminals were thrown upon the public, an 
act of pure ruthlessness as no military objective was attained. In Naples, 
throush initiative and prompt action we. have been able to recover approximately 
one half of the serious offenders so released. In Rome. profiteering by our > 
experience in Naples, an even better recovery will be established. The Legal 
division issued orders to the Procuratore del Re immediately to re-arrest all 
persons freed by the Germans who were waiting trial.on proper charges or serv- 
ing sentences imposed as a result of convictions on proper charges. Every 
assurance was given that-this would be done and recent investigation discloses 
that complete list of all persons re-arrested will be submitted shortly. The — 
prison records discovered by the Public Safety division are proving most helpful 
in the ea OMe | 


A achisletinat officer of the tebe Division has been placed on duty in 
the Ministry of Justice to the end that there may be a complete. co-ordination 
between _ Ministry and local courts, 


Mectivas have been held with the Local Par Associations and the legal 
division has been assured of the complete co-operation on the part of the D8nch 
and Bar generally. 


‘sotualiy.1 the operations of the legal division have thus far been ahead 
of the os plans. 


XVII, __ Education 


An initial survey was made of the most important educational buildings 
including the University of Rome , librarics, foreign academies and scientific 
"institutes". All were found in good physical condition end the responsible 
heads declared that the Germans had neither touched the’ preperties nor inter- 
fered with their SOE | | 


| ae ‘tif time of the siscninia bin’ of Rome, : some of the University buildings 
_had-already been taken over by the 3rd Division. n the whole, the Division 
had avoided putting its troops in libraries or laboratories. At the suggestion 
of AMG, other installations were put off limits in order to complete the pro- 
tection of all cultural and scientific equipment. It must, however, be added 
that any of the University buildings for Ronee or eee is considered most 
undesirable by AMG. 


Arrangements were made with the Pieces degli Studi that examina- — 
tions in the secondary schools which were actually being held at time of occupa- 
tion, should be completed. Diplomas would not be issued, however, untila — 
Committee of anti-lascist profggscrs had received the results for Fascist 
favouritism or hostility. Further a complementary session of examinations 
should be held shortly, for students previously disqualified for political 
reasons (Jews, anti-Fascist). Finally a Committee of. anti-Fascist professors 
is being asked to prepare lists of professors and administrators who had been 
.Fascistss These will be submitted to the = of Shcer for recommendations 
as to the revere 


XVIII. Monuments and Fine Arts. 


On the day of our arrival, the Fine Arts officer discussed with Prof. 
Van Buren of the American Academy in Rome, the general situation which is ex- 
tremely favourable in Rome, though considerable damage has occurred in the 
immediate vicinity at such places as Tivoli, Fascati and Newt. Guards have | 
been posted on —~ monuments and museums. - 


/ Rome has — 
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s uatlewiae: e paintings from 
these pei, are presently stored in Vatican City. About thirty pictures, not 
the most important, were removed by the Germans to Milan and are reportedly 
stored in the vaults of the Banca d'Italia in that city. There are no reports 
of German or civilian looting in Rome. 


It is reported that the Germans purchased a small mmber of paintings 
from private collectors against the protests of the Superintendent of Galleries, 
who, however, was overruled by the Minister of Education and the late Count 
Ciano. 


: it is reported that certain Fascists sold art objects in their 
possession.to local-dealers before fleeing from Rome, contrary to Italian law. 
The Superintendent of Galleries is preparing a report on this. 


XIX. Archives 


None of the numerous collections of ancient Archives were reported to 
have been looted by the Germans or damaged in any way. im this connection one 
Archivist attached to AMG is working in close collaboration with the Superinten- 
dent of Archives for Central Italy, Comm. Emilio Re, in plaming, for example, 
first aid measures within the immediate vicinity of Rome. 


The world famous archives of Monte Cassino, dating as early as the 
Sixth Century, are reported to be safe in the Vatican. 


it was the responsibility of S-Force to take over all buildings con- 
taining modern Archives. The Germans and Fascists have removed or destroyed a 
proportion of the more important documents, but a vast quantity remains. 
Previous to the entry into Rome, our Archives officer had cooperated with the 
S-Force in drawing up regulations to control the exploitation for intelligence 
purposes of this material and to prevent its permanent dispersal. It has not 
yet been possible to confirm the success of this arrangement. 


An immediate ‘danger ,; insufficiently considered in the plans for vosting 
guards and police, is damage to Fascist material, by enthusiastic democrats. 
The Palazzo Venezia containing numerous papers and relics of Mussolini was 
without any guard for several days. Similarly the "Mostra della Rivoluzione 
Fascista" containing books, papers and other records of historic importance, in 
a wing of the National Gallery of Moslem Art, was looted by a mob on 7 June, 
though without serious damage. This building also is now. under armed protection. 


XX. Control 
The property control division was charged with responsibility for 
assuring the protection of properties of Allied Nationals, and, where necessary, 
enemy state or Fascist propertie: 8; aid after protection is assured, proceed 
to take over the interests of Allied nationals. 


of this responsibility was performed by the S-Force 
stances of loss to Allied nationals due to looting by 
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pe th 16 Pine: nce Biden, had. all ik 

9 Aljied natio: loéke Immediate contact was made with 
Vice-Pre and 1 ists of ‘edge strated oropertiaa’ obtained. © There are 

approxinately 200 seque strators for individual: owned properties. 


*: . 


ani ee eae been completed to obtain similar sieeesaetnn — 
the Ministry: of: Corporations whtich sequestrated firms and industries owned by 
Allied nationals. The division is ‘now engaged in contacting individual 
sequestrators and. to date British, American, French and Brazilian properties in 
considerable ‘numbers have had protéctiive notices — on sta preliminary to 
the ee: of. pagans, ah lai fol 


XXI, Labor 


Immediately on..our occupying the Anni cubbatnis Building, the Labor 
Division e@stablished: offices: therein, with another office at Via Iwcullo 6. 
The latter was for' the purpose of labor supply, ‘such being the great demand made 
on this division. The Italian Employment office was taken over with all files 
and equipment intact. The persomel however, have not been forthcoming. 
Therefore, a mow staff is being set up by us. That office has a bad reputation 
in Rome y because it was-used ky the German Army in connection with their policy 
of aquiring forced labor. . This may, of course, account for the absence of 
personnel who may have left with their GSrmest collaborators. 


Despite difficulties, all requests fir skilled and unskilled labor 
have been filled. The most difficult types of’ cee to acquire are English- 
speaking typists. and Sener. : 


in the ficla of Social Security, the Previdenza Infortuni e Malattie 
have been opened and are functioning. - The head of this institution is not 
present but secondary officials, acceptable to the Committee of Liberation, 
have been installed.. The financial condition of the Social Security Institution 
Will permit them to function without financial aid, although it is reported that 
the Previdenza has funds on hand for only one month's operation. 


No accurate report as to unemployment can be given as yet. The 
Italian officials state that some 25,000 individuals are without work, but our 
legal division consider this much too low. 


See Section VII. on shortage of labor ot Anzio to unload our ships. 


XXTT; | Refurces 


The number of refugees present in Rome is not reported and we can only 
estimate the number on the basis of the count of individuals present in centers _ 
in which refugees congregate and from the amount of food set aside for their 
nourishment. The preliminary estimate would mean nearly 100,000 although the 
figure may be much higher. We have established. a refugee camp about 10 miles 
from the city in what was once "Cinema City", but which was partly: wrecked by 
Allied bombings. There are facilities there to care for from ten thousand to 
Twenty thousand refugees. When operated as one of the stages of a series of 
camps and refugee centers, this localityywill serve the purpose of oo“ these 
people out of the overcrowded Italian capital. 

Many of the refugees. encountered by our group are individuals returning 
to their homes from localities where heavy fighting has taken place, such as 
Cassino, Castelforte, Cisterna, Velletri, Genzano, Albano and many similar 
este Many men, a large percentage of whom were soldiers or sailors, are 
‘eturni ‘from the ian whence they were taken by ban enenly as 5 tehorers, in 


Our Refugee Division is sii ia with the. Pidiout Marshal and other 
+4 ‘of the Fifth Army in order that there may be a minumum of: traffic and 
confusion on: the roads. While it is obviously never entirely possible to free 


'/ the roads from 


imal. <drawn Peadiee are pence therefrom by the 
seg v ht fields until they can be put on the roads du 
mi y movements, hrough close cooperation between the Division 
; isplaced Piiceone er that of a displaced persons as well as former « 
prisoners of war and-ex-internees (Allfed nationals) are allowed to use the 
— centers as required. aes 


: . There have been road blocks established - to prevent refugees and other 
unauthorized civilians from entering Rome but there’are no restrictions on such 
persons to leave Rome to go southward and every facility is being given to 
enable these persons to so into the BNET fase » particularly Sicily. 


| It is hoped that requisitioning of houses and other buildings will not, 
‘as in Naples, proceed so as to create of itself a special class of refugees or 
homeless persons. | 


XXIII | Displaced . Persons. 


The work of the Displaced Persons division has been largely in the care 
and assistance of former vrisoners: of war’ and other military persons of national 
and allied nations, exclusive of French, British and American. This we consider 
& temporary undertaking since this is not a normal responsibility of AMC. 

What. we have done has been carried on in order to meet the wishes of the Army 
Commander. Similarly certain assistance has been rendered released internees 
of the Allied Nations. This is in the absence of any other local organization 
- Which. might come to their assistance. 


XXIV. Black Market Control. 


The Bleck Market Control Unit, which for several months has functioned 
efficiently in Naples, there-by not otily assisting the city but also gaining 
valuable experience, has undertaken its work without delay. Jt was found that 
the price of bread on the black market, prior to the fall of the city, was about 
240 lire per kilo. As soon as it became’ evident that the Allies would. capture 
Rome, the price fell to 100 lire per kilo. There were seemingly two causes for 
this drop in prices. First a belief that the Allies would be more successful 
than. the Germans in controlling the black market, and, secondly, a hope that the 
Allies would bring in a large amount of food which, of course, would automatically 
reduce black market demand. 


Members of the Black Market Control Group, operating in civilian cloth- 
ing in some instances,: are already at work on their difficult but important task. 
Strong representations have been made to Military authorities to sat Peguard stocks 
of food including tobacco. The lesson learned in Naples is being stressed, 
namely, that the principal source of black market was stolen stores belonging to 
the Allied Nations. It is too early to give a eae report of the results 
of our efforts to control ‘the black. market. ; 


~ 


The fact that Guaraic di Finanza personnel have, under excenvtional 
circumstances, been required to do unloading of ships. at Anzio has worked hard- 
ships on the Black Market Control Division. This unit depends on such personnel 
to no small degree. (See Section vil). | Cae | | 


Widespread publicity has been given to Order No. 2, concerning the 
fixing of prices and the price-control scheme. The public has been advised of 
the existence of our unit for combating the black market and that we will giadly 

ive laints. Announcements to this effect have been made not only in the 
press and on the radio, ‘but also by P.W.B. sound trucks. . The Federation of 
ierch ee: has offered help and litans them we hope to sat a. list to. be used in 


a ey 
qs 


, a eS oe eRe a Ee ae eS ey a 
is Ps ; z. es Mie ad i K 
rs dail. - ces 
eh a 


eae fer Gage ee 


Ramen bis Bias eae ts, 


—— 
hems x Paes aa ait of 
heh Sg Seg a Big. es 


- 16 - 


~ rs as . ow ~ \ e 
eg oe ee CGE o GeoLg | BORA en Nar gee Eg oe ane eRe aE 
“ ; aiid ‘gg SSO" Ae s im { r . # 
~. why © ve Se, ote ee ow a ay : oe > ; Ney A ci 
en ee a heat et ee . 


The first distribatton of bread méfie with flour et in % tel wes 
in the second day of our arrival, the bread having been baked the preceeding © 
night. . The Black Market Control Unit checked a mumber of bakeries, chiefly to 

ins ect the validity of coupons presented for bread. Instructions havé been 
given to make an — of anyone attempting to" commit fraud, 


XXV. Registration of Automobiles 


Our plans for registcring automobiles of all kinds belonging to Italian 
civilians are ready but do not become effective until the third day. In the 
meantime the cars are being collected in a central point for subsequent reallo- 
cation. A full-report on this important feature of our government will follow. 


ES SOR ED DERE 5G Re oe NS ne ae ee ee ee, ee 
; v glows, 04 > J “a a 


a 


XXVI. Contz_l of Petroleum Products. 


The plans made in advance have been put into effect and all the pre- 
liminary arrangements are completed for the rationing of gasoline (petrol) 
automobile oii, kerosene (parafine oil) and candles. The last two items have not 
been so badly needed as anticipated because of the partied availability of 
electric current. 


Civilian members of A.F’.H.Q. which controls petroleum products have 
arrived and the next report will give details of their activities. 


XXVITI. Agriculture 


it had been anticipated that this division would not be required to do 
much work in the first few days of the occupation, however arrangements are — 
already under way to carry out the very necessary function of assisting in the 
acquisition of agricultural products:for use in Rome and in direct aiding of 
harvesting of crops. The Insnector of the Department of.Agriculture for the 
Pfovince of Rome, which in ‘this case includes the city and governatorate, is » 
ready to work in cooperation with our agricultural division and it is probable 
that the office of this division will be set up in that building in connection 
with the Inspectorate. Details are not yet available as to the extent of our 
program. One of the needs of this service is petrol for agricultural machinery 
in this arza. Passes will be made available to workers now in the city to 
enahie them to return to the farms to do the necessary labor. 


Despite promises no > agriculture officer has as yet been assigned to us. 
The need grows apace. Even on the first day some of the great land proprietors 
came to ask aid in bringing the farm products to the city. This includes badly 
needed milk, ae 


XXVIII. Removal of Fascist Officials 


A conference was held on the day of our arrival with Signor Ivance 
Bonomi, former Prime Minister of italy and Chairman of the National Committee 
of liberation. He was asked to give us the name of persons in Office whom he 
felt should be removed on account of past fascist history. At the same time we 
asked him for suggestions as to the Office bearers for the future. He was told 
that his suggesting that Rome be governed by a Giunta was considered favourably. 
We announced thet a Sindac>o rather than a Governatore would be appointed. The 
latter title was one invented by the Fascists. It is probable that Prince Doria | 
Pamphili, well known as an enti-fascist will be selected by us for this important 


post. 


ements are being made for the removal of persons holding offices 
in certain categories as laic down from the memorandum from ACC Headquarters, 
although this directive cannot be followed implicitely because of certain 
inconsistencies and changes ir the political picture since it was written. 


Every cffort is being made to drop the Sideline office-bearers as quickly 
as possible. It is preferred, if practicable, to make a mass removal at one 
ties pe for obvious reasons. 
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ne. type of. aideidnes that may cause  eetontin at. abet: 

“ having . ‘been.an activo Fascist, ran away during the first _ 
days after Mussolini 's downfall, tit who, for one reason or other, did ‘not Auninas.- 
ately return after the founding of the so-called Fascist republic. He returns 
now to claim our. consideration as -one who sanmiael from the Fascist cause. - He 
has received: scant. -sympathy fromus. ~~ Rem 


: Within one hour of ‘the time we .set up RES ey in Rome, we made. 
contacts with the American and British diplomatic Representatives. to the Holy 
See, namely Sir Francis D'Arcy Godolphin Osborne, K,C.M.G. » Dritish Minister and 
Mr, Harold H, Tittman, Charge d'Affaires of the United States. These officials 
have been of the greatest assistance in establishing the proper contacts with the 
Vatican authorities. There also arrived with us Monsignor Walter S. Carroll, 
personal representative of archbishop Spellmann of New York City, in charge of 
the Army and Navy Chaplains of the United States. Each of these gentlemen has. 
assisted in his. own. particular way in maintaining the very delicate relationship 
with a small independent state, entircly surrounded by the capital of'a country 
-with which we are-at once at war and engaged in combat as co-belligerants. 

This is of course aside from the tremendous ee complications concerned. 


A group iol Vatican authorities headed by - tyrince Pacelli » nephew of the 
Pope, called. at our. office on the first day of our occupation and in conference 
many details as.to future relations were.arranged. We offered to: place military 
s about the frontier of Vatican City and the offer was accepted and hope was 
expressed . that we could use Italian police rather than Allied solders. We 
explained that this would be done, but that’ a few British and American ee 
in addition would ‘be available to maintain order. ~—— 


| inneas pieces of work jointly undertaken by the enthewaties of Catiaws 
City and Allied Military Government, are going forward satisfactorily saee 
Section XIV) on feeding of destitute persons. 


tye, te eee la cae: been asked to- caitlin in-making known to the military 
authorities the desire of ‘the Vatican that Allied military vehicles do not enter 
Ste. Peters. Square, the same being in Vatican territory, although His Holiness has 
given, order that soldiers’ be allowed to enter, not being armed at the time. 
Satisfaction was cxpressed by the Vatican authorities at our effort to pereoet: 
to. tisha religious. property AS: well as works of art.. 


" The Pope, on. the second day of our occupation, . accorded an audience $5; 
General Clark and six members of his staff. This took place at 9 am. on | 
Thursday, 8 June 194. Besides. General Clark, there were received Major General 
Gruenther, Chief of Staff of Fifth Army; Chaplain Ryan, Chaplain of Fifth Army; 
General Beucler, Chief of the French Military Mission; . Colonel Britten, senior 
British Officer "at Fifth Arny Headquarters; Major General Johnson, commanding ~ 
Rome Area; and Brigadier General Hume, in charge of A.M.G. Fifth Army. -The 
Pope took this.:occasion to express his pleasure at our extensive program of bring- 
ing food and medical relief to the city. The party was received immediately 
afterwards, by Cardinal Maglione, SOSA of State, who haaoa' ised. somewhat the 
same s eeare : 


: A number of catholic clergymen, ee a who are in one. 
way or another ‘comected with. the Vatican, have offered their,services either in 
a religious capacity or as contacts with the Vatican city. The Pope held a 
press conference on the second day | of our nocupation, said .to be one of the few 

ich pe ever permitted, and even Allowed phot ; to be made. This was 
ranged through our contact with the Vatican City. In his statement his Holi- 
mn ente 1.0 manitarian efforts made by us ‘and his. sewatantion at 
are 0 "protect works of art and religious, property. - i 


It has been urged by the Vatican authorities that Sones be elect 
— ‘veference a made to a German radio announcement that if we | 


 edtitery inna. that the Vatican 
. ‘rongly to Allied air-craf + flying over ite inca This was com- 
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“We have: made arrangements for te tighbne service from our office to the 
British and American officers to the Vatican City, this being the first time. 
these officials bist had the use of —— in the Vatican a since oe: 
in -_ si st 


XXX. Fnomy Diplomats. 


Seen: the areiviel of the. $-Foroe two senior pe ae of ‘the staff of the. 
German Tabesey to the Holy See were captured, ‘being without the boundaries of 
the Vatican at the time. The men taken in this way wore Dr. Ludwig Wemmer, 
Minister Plenipotentiary, and Herr Albrecht Von. Kessel, Counselor of the Legation. 
Our Intelligence officers feel that in the case of the "first of these Germans, an 
important=man has been: captured as it is commonly. said in Rome that he was the 
leader -and. orgariiser of £ the Gestapo activities and other. Nazi undertakings. 


‘: “The British end American Diplomats at the Vatican were inclined to 
aoubt. that Wemmer was a profe ssional diplomat but the Vatican claimed that since 
he was an accredited: member. of the German Embassy he was entitled to protection. 
This matter is not one in which AMG is concerned although it is a doubtful point 
as to. whether or not a diplomat accredited to the Holy See is entitled to 
immunity, when captured outside frontiers of the country to which accredited. 
This appears trué, even though the Concordat between the Vatican City and ltaly 
recognizes the diplomatic immunity of Vatican diplometic personnel even when in 
other parts of Rome. Our position is angus ne er by the fact that 
we are still at war with Italy. 


The question has been raised of other Axis diplomats socreditea to the 
Holy See but residing outside its fronticrs. The Japanese Ambassador, for 
instance, Ken Harada, ‘whose residence is in Via Asmara 11 and who was not per- 
mitted to leave his house by our 5-Force, has demanded the right to go to the | 
Vatican at will end has asked that his twenty-three servants and other Italian 
' employees be allowed to return to their homes each night. In the absence of 
instructions to the contrary, it was. stated: that the Ambassador would be given the 
right to goto the Vatican city at will but only under guard and upon specific 
request for each such journey. His servants and other Italian employees will 
be permitted to remain within the Japanese Embassy if the Ambassador so wishes, _ 
but should he leave they are’ liable to be taken into custody and in no case will — 
they be permitted. to go back and forth between their homes and the Embassy. 
This is only a common-sense: decision to shut off an obvious source of enemy 
activities, Ki es 
It was iigeeated to the Vereen puithorities that Axis os be 
required to live within -the Vatican city. This they said would bé done as soon 
as Allied diplomats. leave the Vatican City and thereby make room for those of 
the Axis. In the event that there is no room for all of the Axis diplomats 
now accredited, those who cannot’ enter shculd, wosbelieve, be interned in some 
place far from Rome, pre ferably in the extreme south of Italy. 


XXXT, Relations wath the Peychological 
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' information sre é x bal by our Public Relations Officer, F 


Consideration was early given by AMG in conference with PWB of a 
the newspapers in Rome. During the period when our friends in the city were q 
working in our interest and undercover, theré were being published a number : 
of newspapers, which did much work for our cause. These have now come out 
into the open and are being, at least for the present, allowed to continue. 


The Popolo di Roma and the Giornale d'Italia, both well known for 


their ardent Fascism, have been suppressed. Jl Messagero, which has a long 
history and one that was entirely honorable prior to the birth of Fascism, is 
being temporarily suspended but will be allowed to continue soon, under a new 
editorial staff. There is a tendency for new newspapers, of doubtful quality 
or permanency to spring up. While we are stressing the principle of freedom 
of specch, with its corrollary, freedom of the press, we have informed pub- 
lishers and would-be publishers that the shortage of newsprint is such that 
there is a limit to the number of papers that can be allowed and a limit to 
the circulation of each. Moreover, all this entails the duty of censorship 
which is already far too heavy. 


XXXII. CONCLUSION 


Allied Military Government of Rome has begun auspiciously. [The 
civil and military office bearers of the Italian government, the people of 
the city, the representatives of the Vatican, forcign diplomatic representatives 
and others have been both cordial in their attitudes and cooperutive. 


The political situation is » of course, acute. We have sought to 
confine our activities to the affairs of the Governatorate of Rome alone, 
though in some instances it has hardly been possible to draw a line between 
these and matters that concern the whole country. In every instance matters 
of more than local import have been referred to the three political advisers 
attached to this headquarters by Allicd er 


‘The city has, we are assured, bikin on a new air of gaiety. The 
streets are filled with people, shops are open, theaters are being placed in 
operation, etc. Further reports will bring the situation up to date. 
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' to those found when we captured Naples. The writer, having had charge of the 


‘suffered numerous and highly destructive air attacks by the Allies, but Rome 


effect all these plans. There was, a! damage as will be described 


able to turn over the si elated for Rome to others, a = which was long . 
delayed in Naples. | 


aga Ad the first forty-eight | hours. 
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Conditions existing on our occupation of Rome were in sharp contrast 


setting up of Allied Military Government in both cities, is in a position to 
compare the state in | each after the departure of the Germans. 


Naples vw was largely in ruins; Rome was little hurt. Naples had 


had not been fired upon by us, except for some of the suburban quarters and the 
railway yards. Naples wes crowded with refugees in dire want and all but 
starving. Rome had a two day supply of food when we came in. Refugees there 
were in Rome, but they were of a considerably better class, as a whole, than 
were the poor found in such numbers in Naples. Prior to the war, Naples was 
larger than Rome, being the metropolis of Italy; but now what with the influx 
of war employees and their families, as well as people from the North who were 
caught in Rome by our rapid advance, Rome was aboutlmlf as large again as 
Naples. In Naples the Germans, before their retreat, had done everything 
conceivable to wreck the city and all its modern conveniences. In Naples there 
were no telephones, clectric light apparatus, gas, tram (streetcar) lines, auto- 
mobiles (except a few at first hidden), no lamps or candles, no food and no fuel. 
None of these things were absent in Rome » though many were in very short supply. 
in Naples even educational and religious institutions had been the object of 
Teutonic fury. In Rome, probably because of the nearness of the Vatican, there 
was no damage to such places. Naples, having been exposed to German propaganda, 
expected the worst of Allied troops. Rome, having been reassured, awaited us 
as liberators. 


All this is not to be taken to mean that Rome was in a normal state. 
There was ample evidence that the enemy had made extensive preparations to cause 
damage to bridges, public buildings, public utilities and even streets, but there 
were signs that his retreat had been so hasty that there was no time to put into 


below. 


The Allied Military Government destined for Rome had been making plans 
for this work for more than five months, owing to the delay in the advance of the 
Allied armies. Everything that could be done in anticipation had been done, and 
the soundness and completeness of plans thus made were evident in the smooth way 
that our officers assumed their new tasks and without difficulty took over the 
management of the Italian capital. The Army Commander, Licutenant-General Mark 
W, Clark, characterised the work by AMG in Rome as a "grand job", and added that 
its having been done well took a heavy burden from his shoulders. 


The report that follows gives only what we did during the first forty- 
eight hours of our occupation. A later report will contimue ‘the story. Many 
of the things mentioned below as being projected were, in fact, put into reality 
before this report could be typed. 


The advance of the Eighth Army has been so rapid that our troops are 
already far to the north, much farther than we had ni chee’ at this time. 
The Hight Army Likewise is moving on. Herein lies another great difference 
between the position of A.M.G. in Rome from that in Naples. In Naples the actual | 
ighting was for many weeks within a few miles, comparatively, of the cliy, so that i 
‘that we did was necessarily colored by it. In Rome the battle zone moved ‘a 
on so quickly that Rome is already a rear area. The Fifth Army will soon be 
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1...” LE. Gen, Mark W. Clark, accompanied by his Chief of Staff, 
Major General A. M. Gruenther, Brigadier General George Beucler, Chief 
of the F.:ench Mission with the Fifth Army and Colonel Britten of the | 
British Increment, Fifth Army, Major General Harry H. J ohnson, Commander 
of the troops in the Rome Area and Brigadier General Edger Erskine Hume, 
Chief of Allied Military Government Section (S.C.A.0. Pp Fifth Ary, 
entered Rome in several jeeps at approximately 8 a.m. on Monday, 5 June 
1944. The Germans had been driven out of the city at approximately 10 p.m, 
of the previous night, some of our units having maintained contact with © 
the enemy at intervals for the previous twenty-four hours. 


2. General Clark's party, as prearranged, proceeded directly 
to the Campidoglio (City Administrative Offices) where they were met 
by General Roberto Bencivenga of the Italian Army, who had been 
designated by Marshall ‘Badoglio, with the Approval of Lieutenant General 
Noel Mason Mackarlane, Chief Commissioner of the Allied Control Commission, 
to have civil and military control of Rome during the interval between the 
departure of the enemy and the. arrival of Allied troops. At 10 o'clock 
of the same morning, General Clark'was joined by his three Corps Commanders, 
General A, Juin, commanding the. -Frénch Expeditionary Corps, Major General 
Geoffrey Keyes, commanding: the iI — and Major General Lucian Truscutt, 
commanding the VI Corps. © ae gi eo 


immediately on arrival che - éfttoers of Allied Military Government 
who had been désignated for duty in the Rome Aréa and the staff of the Rome 
Area. Command, (heretofore: known as the City Administration Section, to avoid 
the use of the word "Rome" ) “began their work. These officers of the two 
groups have shown .a high degree of efficiency and have taken hold effectively 
of their manifold tasks, all of which-required the exercise of initiative, 
energy and good judgment. In the following paragraphs is outlined briefly 
the work of each,of the special divisions:during the first two days of our 
Administration of the Government of the-Italian capital. 
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rea Cor ides d-- k until our arrival hone. as the City Administration 

ction, a: tit te ‘waed in’ order to avoid mentioning the name Rome. Under 

7 ik : ef ‘of. ‘Staff: of the Rome Area Command and his four ‘cont Assist 

mly, G1 (Personnel) , Ge? (Intelligence), G-3 (Operations) and Gi (Susplies) ; 

neads of the. Allied’ Military Goverrment division have been arranged. 

“mis has ‘been: found a most satisfactory arrangement as our departments are given 

hooe “a degree of cooperation that never existed during out Government of Naples. 
~ Many” of the matters of purely military moment are worked out directly by the 
Rome Area Command, which if not done, would have devolved on us. The offices 
of the two organizations are are in the same building (see above) and the chief's 
of each division meet for a conference at the beginning of each morning. In 
some of the sections the work is so intimately united. that it is difficult to 
draw a line between the members of the two staffs, for instance. the Engineers 
officer of the Rome Area Command and head of our ' Transporgetion, Communications 
and ones iat lacaracaiod 


Eve Headquarters 


On seetivel: tn Rome in accordance with plans previously skh. the 
Aiea Military Government and the Rome Area Command established offices 
jointly in the Campidoglio. This historical building has been traditionally 
the see of the government of the city of Rome from time immemorial and it was - 
felt that in the early stages of occupation it was important for us to begin 
our administration and governmental duties at such a place. It was. never 
catenied that. our offices ‘shoule, continue there permanently. 
| Accortiingty, at the end of the second day of our occupation, arrange- 
oni were made to take over part of the Istituto Assicurazioni Venezia. 
This building, as foreseen, is admirably adapted for our purposes. It is 
centrally located and easily accessible to the Campidoglio, in which the civic 
offices continue to function. 


The Ambassadors Hotel has been taken for the billetscd most of the 
officers of the Allied Military Government and Rome Area Command. A small 
number however are living elsewhere. 


V.___ Finances. 


On our arrival in Rome the banks were closed as the day was a holiday. 
It would have been necessary in any case to close the banks in order to have 
time to study the condition of each, especially of the Banca d'Italia, the 
central bank. Anticipating a shortage of cash, we brought with us 600, 000 , 000 
lire from Banca d'Italia, Naples. This money, together with 240,000, 000 
Allied Military Government Lire belonging to AFA (Allied Financial Agency) 
were brought in four trucks which reached Rome with the first elements of AMG. 
The money was deposited in the Banca d'Italia, before noon on the day of arrival. 
Our anticipation was verified by investigation which proved that all the banks 
were short of cash and that the Banca d'Italia was down to practically none. 
The Germans and their Fascist allies had made away with nearly all the available 
money in the banks. There were a few notable examples of hidden cash, two of 
the banks having concealed 75,000,000 lire each and one 40,000,000 lire. [The 
funds brought in proved to be a vitally necessary element in restoring confi- 
dence and in laying the basis for the reopening of the banks. Additional 
funds are being brought from Naples. 


The officials of the Banca d'Italia were interviewed on the first day 
and | a Fags Se at alt the banks of the city was called for the next. At that 
ti wneieal policies of AMG were explained and each bank was re- 
es ports of its condition. These reports have been 
On. ‘the basis of our ogee of the figures, the a 
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. Division decided that the. banks. could be re-opened promptly, — General Order No. 2 

c was posted on Sunday ll June, 1 Meine effective on Monday, 12 June , the re- 

: opening of the banks and of the. 5 Nanking services of the Post Offices (the postal 
savings and current accounts, and@ghe issuance of postal savings bonds). This 

General Order and the ‘conditions | or we-Opening were del goaine to the banks at a 
meeting held on Sunday 11 June. % ’ 

occupation is a record for Allied Mi 

the city concerned. 


_ ‘The finances of the city, province and state were S sim 
The financial officials of all three rere Feaie sted to pre ser Becopies of their 

wah estimates of their 
immediate needs for the next month, “The Ragioniere Cano” (Chief aaah) 
of the Governatorato , on the second day of our occupatisn, , requested funds for 
payment of city employees for the month of. June. As this would have been the | 
beginning of an unsound practice of paying salaries before they are due, we have 
declined for the present, requesting a more detailed justification, If a real need 
be ‘shown, the Finance Division proposes to authorise the payment of the salaries 
of the first half-month. It is contemplated that the salary increase allowed in 
the liberated areas of the South will. also be made eff ective here in the near 
ad 


| The finances .of the Governatorato showed a deficit of 198,000,000 lire 
for the year 1943. Substantial deficits are the rule in the financial: situa- 
tion of the province and the state ofvice. The officers in charge of revenue 
matters have impressed on the tax collecting offices that all tax laws are in 
effect and that all taxes must be collected. All the tax offices are intact, with 
sufficient personne 1 to function normaliy. ‘ie 


| The announcement of the reopening of the banks in the record time of only 
one week from the date of entry, and. the simultaneous resumption of the 
activities of the postal savings sytem in the city, have created a most favor- 
able impression among the. Roman public. The postal banking system is the poor — 
man's bank and is an important feature of the life of the people. There is every | 
evidence that money.in hiding will now come back to the banks in large volume, 
The Roman public had been in a very nervous state for months, having in mind the 
Germans’. exaction of 10,000,000,000 lire monthly from the Fascist government 
and the restrictions viaced by the Germans on withdrawals. from bank accounts. 
With the removal of this incubus on the economic system and the genuine restoration 
of public confidence, the local bankers now assure us that the occupation by the 
Allies has served greatly to reestablish the faith of the People 


VI. Public Saf ety 


The entire personnel of our Public nafety division was attached, sno ten : 
prior to leaving Caserta and Naples, to the c-Force , & special body created to 
enter Rome as soon as practicable to preserve records, archives and papers in 
public buildings, which might have been damaged or destroyed by enemy action. 

Thus our police officers to whom 2800 Carabinieri and 400 Guardie di Finanza were 
attached, were available for immediate duty. Even prior to leaving Littoria for 
the advance on Rome, these men did excellent work in highway traffic control and 
in guarding vulnerable points in the lifth Army area or elsewhere as —e 
by various entities of Fifth Army « 


S The personnel of the Public Safety division threw themselves into the | 

: work in Rome in a most efficient fashici. Our Carabinieri and Guardie de 

_ Finanza went direct to each of the ten districts into which Rome is divided, each 
group working under en experienced Aliied Police officer. These officers who are 
mostly British, have all been found cfficient and thoroughly trained. Radio 

apparatus was brought in by us, one being placed in each district so that Head- — : 

en is in immediate and twenty-four hours touch with each group. i 


i 


y The conduct. 


ae ae i: | 


. ‘The conduct of the opulation of Rome with but a few exceptions, has 
been. excellent since our arrival. Great ¢nthusiasm was displayed by persons of 
all ages in every street through which the military vehicles passed. In only a 

nsta s tl ke sniping, after the city quieted dow 
within the first twenty-four hours. Th sre have so far been few cases of looting 


reported and ain almost all of them the Jprits have been captured. 


Asdinuncenents have been placed in the newspapers telling in simple 
words and briefly Just what is expected, by the Allied Military Government, of 
the people of the city. It was felt that by this means, persons who wish to 
obey our rules will be able to do so and will not be forced to depend on reading 
the lengthy and not too clear proclamations and the like which were prepared in 
advance. Such proclamations have been posted, a5 required, in the appropriate 
places. A curfew has been established from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. -- these hours 
corresponding to the hours of darkness. One of the first and chief difficulties 
was the matter of disarming the "partisans". These men, in most. instances, were 
encouraged by the Allies to bear arms, and in some instances were given arms by 
the Allies so as to offer resistance to the enemy. It is not known to what 
extent these persons rendered useful services prior to our arrival but it was 
considered that it would be a potential menace from now on to permit men in 
civilian clothing having only an armband. by way of identification on to go about, 
armed. It is a most unwise practice, particulariy in the carly days of an 
‘oceupation, moreover, since a police force which we consider trustworthy has 
been placed on duty, there is no further duty or use for these partisans. 
ou On the other hand, it was realised that these men have a certain 
claim upon us and we did not wish to be accused, as we were in Naples in several 
“Ties, of not protecting those who had been our friends, — At the same time 
that the order was issued to disarm these men, the matter was carefully explained 
to members of the National Committee of Liberation and they were requested to 
inform their several organisations as to why this was necessary. Appropriate 
notices have been placed in the papers, explaining this. Thus far we are 
experiencing no difficulties from individuals who are unwilling to give up the 
arms. There has been but one casualty in our yersonnel since arriving in Rome, 
although one officer, Lt. Zittcl, was siicntliy wounded by an exploding land mine 
on the day before we entered Rome and during the tinue that he was marshalling the 
Carabinieri for the march. ) | ie 


c { 
{ ' 


The casualty was a lieutenant of the Finds ace Guards who was killed 
while posting a notice pertaining to the return of a acms.e He was shot in the 
back and the culprit has not yet been discovered An autopsy has been ordered 
to determine from what direction the fatal buliet cumee One public security 
officer, who is experienced in homicide detection, has undertaken this case. 

The Polizia Africana Italiana (P.A.I.) which was completely disbanded and dis- 
solved on the first day of our occupation, had 500 members on duty in Rome, with 
approximately 1000 associates. Most of the 500 regular members fled before our 
arrival. The first are being held. The associates are not being arrested, 
this being upon the unanimous advice of persons who have been in Rome throughout 
the German occupation and with whom our contacts have ‘been maintained. It 

_ may later be found necessary to take even the associates into custody. 


Thus far about 2200 daval ad ar have come forward in response to our 
notice and are offering themselves for duty . dchey are being vetted under the 
direction of the Chief of Police since it is obviously unwise to take them into 
our service without careful examination of cach individual case. . Among the 
_ Carabinieri who have thus come in, is Lt. Gen. Angelo Cerica, who was in command 
of the carabinieri some months ago and now being persona non grate to the Germans 
went into ae: He. claims to have been in the hills during most of this 

although some of those who do not care for him state that he was hiding 
‘Vatican. It has not been possible to verify thisreport. General | 
claims to be senior to Lt. Gen. Pieche, whom we recognized as the head of 
the Carabinieri and whose appointment was by Marshel Badoglio. We have ex~ 
. plaid ned to General Cerica that the question of his future status mst . 
etermined later ond that for the present the senior officer of the CaraBinieri 
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ese ae tiie a te cad Perinetti, who came to Rome with us and who 
“has been in our group ‘throughout the period of*planning, — 


In ‘Sooperathon with P.W. B, we have aided in ‘iineai material to be 
we used ‘by the loud speaker apparatus in various parts of the city whereby the 
information that we desire to be given to the public can reach them without delay. 
Similarly » the regvlar radio. station has been broadcasting material supplied by 
use Refugees as: far as the police standpoint goes, are not a. ) RET LOUS problem 


(see pareigeayh XXII). 


‘There’ have been also 200 arrests on security grounds. At least 1600 
undesirable police agents have ‘been completely cleared from office. Our round- 
up of Fascists continues. © Elements under political cloak being watched and 
appropriate action will be taken. 


are . | | | . Vil, ‘ Food Sunol 


| It is obvious that one of the ‘most, ‘Lf not the very most, ‘Seiden 
duties of Allied Military Government in the first days of the city's occupation 
is that of supplying the city with food. This was anticipated and during the 
period of about one week when our headquarters was at Littoria, mich time was 
devoted to the unloading of the ship containing the flour and other foods which 
had been sent from Naples into the port of Anzio. The first most serious 
difficulty was the lack of labor to unload the ship. While G-) of the Fifth 
Army had engaged to assist in this, that office experienced much trouble in 
finding workerse Anzio, like other parts of the beach-head, was within the zone 
from which civilians had been evacuated. On account of the shortage of time and 
_. the utmost urgency of the situation, the three hundred -- and later four hundred 
= Finance Guards (Guardie di Finanza) included in our party were used as. 
laborers to aid in the unloading. The decision to use these men for this 
purpose was made only after careful consideration and after ascertaining that no 
other men were available. Although expected, the Italian labor companies had 
not arrived to replace the Guardie di Finanza until after the ship was half 
unloaded. Though this duty was not a pleasant one, the Guardie di Finanza 
undertook it cheerfully, feeling that by so doing they were rendering a necessary 
and urgent service. The fine spirit which they demonstrated is worthy of 
commendation. | ae fe 


After the labor troops arrived just before we left lattoria, they were 
immediately assigned to this duty and were still engaged in it when orders came 
for AMG to proceed with its whole organization, accompanied by that of the Rome 
Area Command , to Rome. 


Thus far food for. approximately 24 + days has been transported from 
Anzio to Rome and held as areserve, It was not necessary to use this immedi- 
ately on arrival since it was found that food for approximately two days had 
been already distributed by the Germans, as that our supplies were not 
immediately mecessary. This was a great aid to us in view of the circumstances 
above outlined. This also indicates ‘the speed with which the Germans had to 
leave since, though they were able to make;off with the undistributed food 
supplies they were not able to recover supplies already sent out for: distribution. 


} 


| We found on arrival in the city that there were approximately 
1,385,000 registered food ration cards in Rome. It is however difficult to 

a estimate the population of the city from this figure alone, which did not include 
en te the » mumerous: ner ees. nor persons temporarily in Rome. These two groups added 
ae _ considerably to the population, particularly since they were unable or ee 
to ‘leave ‘the ay: at the _ om: our — 
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| he’ are distributing 100 grems of teed per aay end’ so far this has 

| Seaientoa the people because, though not greater in amount than that furnished 
before, the white flour is a source of both wonder and delight since none has 

been available in Rome during the whole period of the Ware 


a 


-. Our Economics and Supply division has found the Alimentazione cciaaiil 
“gation efficient and we are continuing to make our distributions through this 
agency. | This division have a part of their office in the building of the 
Alimentazione. See also Section XXIX on cooperation of — Vatican in ip 
needy persons. 


Thus far, 246 truck-loads of food have been received, in addition to 
the first arrival, bringing the. total to-110 tons. Some 210 tons of flour were 
distributed on the second day of our occupation, leaving 600 tons as our back~log, 
Beginning with the third day, it is anticipated that we will bring in 375 tons 
of Supplies, per day, of which three hundred will be distributed, leaving mereeny = 
five tons reserve to be added to our back-log. . 


vVitt | _ Water _ Supply 


At the time of the arrival of the Allied troops in Rome it was re- 
ported that while there was a reduction in the available water there was no 
actual famine. The water pressure ‘however was so reduoed by breaks in the 
Acqua Marcia Acqueduct that water was not available in the pipelines in the 
higher parts of the city, although available in thé lower parts. On the night 
of the second day of our occupation there was a sharp drop in even this water 
supply and it was ound that the cause was sabotage, by the retreating enemy, of 
the main agueduct near Tivoli, and still with their lines, approximately 10 
miles from the city. Inasmuch as the water system of Rome operates under hign 
pressure, this break immediately resulted in practically cutting off the source 
of ninety per cent of the city water. The engineers of AMG, in cooperation with 
those of the Rome Area Command, immediately undertook the work of repairing 
damage to.the aqueduct and at the same time providing for shunting water from the 
smaller mains into those normally supplied by the large aqueduct. In this way, 
& rationed amount of water was made available in all parts of the city, except 
those highest. _ 


There were auxiliary storage facilities for water in:many places in 
Rome. Some of: the hotels, for instance, had wells or cisterns so that water 
in limited amounts was available. The danger of such supplies becoming con- 
teminated was obviously great so that chlorination was carried out in such 
sources. Signs have been posted, warning persons not to drink unchlorinated 
water and our personnel are making efforts to repair the Acqua Marcia aqueduct, 
To prevent actual shortage of water for drinking and cooking purposes we have 
followed the practise that had ‘been found successful in Naples -- namely the 


setting up of ePUMOT distillation units, the water derived from which velng trons 
~porsed by water carts to water soints in various ~erts of the city. — Knowled: x: 
on aie pez of ene: mdliec of these i:c..sures to unsure them from thirst wes not 


without effort in keeping up public morale. 

| ents for the general chlorination of water exist and as soon 
as the ‘source of Tivoli has been repaired, water there can be chlorinated before 
it is carried to Rome. Small portable chlorination apparatus are available and 
are being used at key points in the city again to supplement the regular supply. 


mF e. Soa. of our second ays Bevonty Saye per cent of breaks od 
Aauoduct had been repaired. The present flov ie ftty-eight per oot 
bi, ys » if nothing adverse happens, sev fg beatg a 
in. n operation. 
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Division and of the British and French battalions attached to the Rome Area 


on Ae ie aie oe “ 
2 n ‘3 208 Rome Learned our engineers ‘uit: the inflow 


of water to the city is not more than. five gallons per person per day, but in 
y three or four: days, if, our anticipation is correct, this amount will be increased 


ons pee person per day, Work on the damaged acqueduct is done by 


IX. _Blectricity 


Since Sia. electric power for Rome was largely hydro-eledtiic. and since 
the plants are still in possession of the enemy, it is not surprising that only 
a limited supply of current was available at the time of our arrival. Since 
there will be a delay before the hydro-electric lines from the south, which 


have been brought forward as the Allied forces advanced, can be able to deliver 


power to Rome, our engineers immediately gave their attention to operating at 
greater than pervious extent the stand-by steam aid Diesel for the power plants 
in the city. 


Excellent cooperation was had from the Allied Railway Service which 
immediately made available to us one-thousand tons of coal or 1/2 of the total 
supply. Other fuel supplies have been located, Besides this coal, we found 
on hand undestroyed by the Germans, about a siege iting supply of fuel for con- 
version into electric current. 


There 1s a much larger demand for current to provide water pressure, 
chiefly because of the lowering of the pressure in the mains (See Section VIII), 
whereby it ils necessary to @®vote more current to ‘pumps for the supplying of water. 


Power for trains is being made available. Hydro-electric plants in 
the vicinity are being examined and one has been found which can be weed to 
service in ten to twelve days, it is hoped. 


Trams (utcaut cars) are ready to be placed in operation but so far 
only a few lines are in use because of shortage of electricity. The serious in- 
sufficiency of coal for the manufacture of current will necessitate rigid ration- 


ing. 
Xo: Ges 
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Under the German domination no gas whatever was supplied to the city. 
We have been able to install gas for the use of hospitals by carefully conserving 
the small amount of fuel available for its manufacture. Gas is already being © 
furnished to the hospitals in the city. It is difficult thus far, to establish 
any priority beyond this because so many types of uses draw gas from the same 
mains. 


Xl. Telephones 


Though the Germans did not wreck the telephone exchange, as they did. 
in Naples, they damaged the plant to a certain extent by carrying away part of 
the equipment and practically all of the spare instruments and parts. Long 
before our advent, the Germans had sharply re stricted the number of telephones 
that could be used. They had, for one reason or another, permitted the storage 
batteries to run down.so that shorteige of current therefrom was one of the rea- 
sons that the service was out of operation at the time of our arrival. 


Our engineers and signal officers have been at work on this problem and 
shortly after the end of the second day of our occupation telephone service was 
restored to the more important military centers in the city such as the office 
building used by Allied officers, the Command Posts of the Fifth Army, the 3ra 


ng day, service was as extensive’as had been 
th “The work is going on in order that the full 
‘ice may “e Sto: ced 20 the city. See Section J for statement 
phe ud ‘service ‘between the Vatdcan City and Rome proper oe 


ae. 
Pai i 
‘vz 
ns Ree 
+ 
a 
neg 


- 10 - 


ALL. ZUbLie Works. 


; ; The oteskhes. roads and bridges of Roe, appeared at first sight to 
be in excellent condition. On more complete examination, however, & number of 
streets were found damaged by heavy traffic though there were no signs of land 
mine. Only one bridge over the Tiber in the city had been destroyed. Two 
others were prepared for demolition but the charges they had were not exploded. 
Our Bomb Disposal Squad removed these charges and the bridges were saved. 

All bridges over the river outside Rome were destroyed. In the outskirts of 


tree city, many roads had. been ——" by air raids so that sense has slowed the 
refflic. | 


. 


ey ‘The roads of the tical vindiciverte are-in very bad condition due to battle 
‘action and heavy military use. The repair and maintenance of certain of these 
-Poads have been turned over to AMG (Rome Area Command) on a priority basis. 
‘Work by civilian contractors on the se roada .: is being proyenanne 


The zOOlogical gardens of Rome Aueied Lemtoitditie attention as the 


~ animals were very hungry and BV anenGLy had sai been fed for some time. Food 
is ware saihinsesie by us. 


The sewers and drains of the city seem to be uninjured from battle 
action and since they operate by gravity, they seem to be functioning satis- 
EROROTEAY: even though water is inadequate. 


The damage done through bombing has been ascertained and work is in 
progress to restore to normal. 


Fire and Air Raid Alarms Riuiioma. As far as can be ascertained, the 
alarm system, both for fire and air raid warning is in good condition but lack 
of electrical power for signal conmunications renders them inoperable for the 
time being. There is nothing to be done beyond restoring the power, as indi- 
cated, : a 


XIII. Public Health 


On our arrival in Rome, municipal, including medical authorities, 
reported that there were 25,000 wounded Germans in the various hospitals of the 
capital. However, upon actual checking, it was found that only seventeen 

German prisoners were in the following hospitals : Ospedale Celio e Militare, 
- Policlinico and Ospedale dell' Ordine di Malta. 


Through the officer. in charge of the ten civil affairs officers in as 
many sections of Rome, the Public Health division has located a small quantity 
of medical stores. This may supply civilian needs for one month, exclusive of 
those suitable for Army use. 


The health offices of the city are functioning satisfactorily although 
some of the office bearers. have fled. it is stated that there is no incidence 
of malaria, as far as the inhabitants go, but malaria has been found among 
refugees, thus there is the obvious danger of spreading if mosquito-breeding 
takes place in this area. All our personnel have been warned to protect them- 
selves by the use of mosquito nets and stabrine. » even though they might at first 
think the danger slight. 


The incidence of tuberoulosis during the past six to ten months has 
increased tremendously. The local medical men attribute this to over- 


crowding. 
The death. rate has Liveuana’ ae about ten per thousand to over 


thirteen per thousand. The Birthreke remasng as before. 
= 


The problems inoddent to water sharkage are discussed in section 


ia 
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XIV; We elfare 


‘The officer in charge of Welfare is being ably assisted by personnel, 
men and women, of the British and American Red Cross Societies, These were 
selected on the basis a ed ee experience in welfare work. 


- Previous to entering Rome, contact was established with Vatican 
authorities asking their cooperation in coordinating and protecting the various 
organization which had been operating soup kitchens in Rome. This they did 
very efficiently with the result that over 225 church-controlled and 4) E.C.A. 
kitchens: (Ento Comminale d'Assistenza) have contimed to feed over 300,000 
individuals. Supplies of food were hidden from the Germans by all of these 
organizations at great risk to matiy of the various administrators 


Arrangements have been made to contime this work in cooperation with 
the Vatican authorities, who offer us the use of their extensive facilities, 
including, if necessary, motor vehicles for the transportation of food. The 
presence of mmerous refugees who came into this city shortly before our occupa- 
tion (see Section XXII) has grown greatly. The number of people receiving food 
from the kitchens has increased to almost 400,000. These people, who are of 
all ages, receive one meal per day. — era 


Supplies of clothing were available in warehouses of E.C.A. where they 
had been hidden by the E.C.A. officials. ILlarge quantities of these goods were 
stolen by the various so called partics under the guise of requisitioning. So 
far no clothing is available for distribution nor is the need anything so great. 
as if the city had fallen during cold weather. The Welfare Division is 
conducting a survey of the various institutions in the city which are concerned 
with relief and with care of needy individuals especially children. fhe division 
of Public Health is cooperating in this. 


yy. _Post Office 


The six main Post Offices of hoi have ave examined and all found to. 
be in good condition. Postal service in the city can be reinstalled as soon 
as it is considered safe to do so from the standpoint of security. It is 
believed that local postal service should be. permitted very soon. 


Announcements have been made thct the stamps over-=printed by the 
Germans are no longer valid, but the regular Italian stamps may be used. 

We plan to institute a post card service between Rome and Naples, and 

possibly later, extending it to other centers. The cards would be not unlike 

those permitted prisoners of war, that is, with space for a few simple statements, 
such as concerning health, etc. The use of such cards should do mich to keep 
up the morale of the people, who are in so wasted instances disturbed at lack of 
news of their nearest and dearest. 
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“Following lie ts ‘lint cs in Werin’ the pera eaiiiod the Abies of } 
1 in stitutions. Thus the criminals were thrown upon the public, an | ! 
‘pure ruthlessness as no military objective was attained. In Naples | 

hrough in tative and prompt action we have ‘been able to recover approximately 

one half of the serious offenders so released. - In Rome. profiteering by our 
experience in Naples, an even better recovery will be established. The Legal 

division issued orders to the Procuratore del Re immediately to re~-arrest all 

persons freed by the Germans who were waiting trial on proper charges or serv- 

ing sentences. imposed as a result of convictions on proper charges. Every 

assurance was given that this would be done and recent Saeutieatacn discloses 

that complete list of all persons re-arrested will be-submitted shortly. The 

prison records discovered by Ge Public Safety division are ai most helpful 

in the operations: 3 


apa ‘competent. officer of the Legal Division has been kia on duty in 
the Ministry of Justice to the end that there may be a complete co-ordination 
between the Ministry and local courts. 


Meetings have been held with the local Bar hsticitaiieliina and thin legal 
division has been assured of. the complete pe sa on the part of the S8nch 
and Bar bikie druesin d 


Actually the dpecationh of the legal division have thus Bi been ehead 
of the — plans. 


| An initial survey was made of the most important educational ht Atinds 
including the University of Rome , librarics, foreign academies and scientific 
"institutes". .--All were found in good physical condition and the responsible 
heads declared that the Germans had neither touched the propercies nor inter 
fered with their functioning. 

By the time of the occupation of Rome, some of the University buildings 
had already been taken over by the 3rd Division. On the whole, the Division 
had avoided putting its troops in librariés or laboratories. At the suggestion 
of AMG, other installations were put off limits in order to complete the pro- 
tection of all cultural and scientific equipment. It must, however, be added 
that any of the University buildings for ee. of troops is considered most 
unde sirable by AMG. 


jiparakanints were made with the Pisiibetii eit degli Studi that examina- 

tions in the secondary schools which were actually being held at time of occupa- 
tion, should be completed. Diplomas would not be issued, however, until a 
Committee of anti-Fascist professors had received the results for Fascist 
favouritism or hostility. Further a complementary session of examinations 
should be held shortly, for students previously disqualified for political 
reasons (Jews, anti-Fascist). - Finally a Committee of anti-Fascist professors 

. is being asked to prepare lists of professors and administrators who had been 
Fascists. These will be submitted to ‘the Education GE Tose for recommendations 
a8 ¥o the removal. 


‘ 


XVIII. Monuments and Fine Arts. 


‘ A On the day of our arrival, ‘the Fine Arts officer discussed with Prof. 
: pea Buren of the American Academ} in Rome, the general situation which is ex- 
tremely Rap hebieciaid in Rome, though conside. damage has occurred in the 
mediate vicinity at such claaes as T voli, Fascati end’ Nemd.. Guards: have 
n all ‘monuments and museums. 
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itiona ted. by the Fine Arts officer 
cor pany Prof. Aurig oma; a ‘all wes ‘found <2 opbas the most valuable 

abjecte wie iy | ahenan in the ‘init and the Vatican. ng ; on, 
the Fine Arts officer discussed with Prof. de Rinaldis, Superintendent of Geller- 
ies, the situation of State owed picture. gallerics. Most of the paintings from 
these galleries are presently stored in Vatican City, About thirty pictures, not 
the most important, were removed by the Germans to Milan and are reportedly 
stored in the vaults of the Banca d'Italia in that city. There are no reports 
of German or civilian looting in Rome. 


It is reported that the Germans purchased a small mumber of paintings 
from private collectors against the protests of the Superintendent of Galleries, 
who, however, was overruled by the Minister of Education and the late Count 
Ciano. 


It is reported that certain Fascists sold art objects in their 


possession.to local:-dealers before fleeing from Rome, contrary to Italian law. 
The Superintendent of Galleries is preparing a report on this. 


XIX. _ Archives 


None of the numerous collections of ancient Archives were reported to 
have been looted by the Germans or damaged in any way. in this connection one 
Archivist attached to AMG is working in close collaboration with the Superinten- 
dent of Archives for Central Italy, Comm. Emilio Re, in planning, for example, 
first aid measures within the immediate vicinity of Rome. 


The world famous archives of Monte Cassino, dating as early as the 
Sixth Century, are reported to be safe in the Vatican. 


it was the responsibility of S-Force to take over all buildings con- 
taining modern Archives. The Germans and Fascists have removed or destroyed a 
proportion of the more important documents, but a vast quantity remains. 
Previous to the entry into Rome, our Archives officer had cooperated with the 
S<Force in drawing up regulations to control the exploitation for intelligence 
purposes of this material and to prevent its permanent dispersal. It has not 
yet been possible to confirm the success of this arrangement, 


An immediate danger, insufficiently considered in the plans for posting 
guards and police, is damage to Fascist material, by enthusiastic democrats. 
The Palazzo Venezia containing numerous papers and relics of Mussolini was 
without any guard for several dayse Similarly the “Mostra della Rivoluzione 
Fascista" containing books, papers and other records of historic importance, in 
a wing of the National Gallery of Moslem Art, was looted by a mob on 7 June, 
though without serious damage. This building also is now under armed protection. 


xX. Prope rty Oondrad 


The property control division was charged with responsibility for 
the protection of properties of Allied, Nationals, and, where necessary, 
) ; state or Flor varaaha properties, and after protection is assured, proceed 
fc over the ix terest of: Allied nationals. 


“lity was. performed by the S-Force | ig 
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Pref ped and: “Viste of aouieatrated bhveretse obehared. There are 
pacientes 200° sequé strators for individual owned properties. 


Arrangements have ‘beer ‘completed to obtain similar information from 
try of: Corporations which sequestrated firms and industries owned by 
Allied nationals. The divisionis now engaged in contacting individual 
sequestrators and. to. @ate British, American, French and Brazilian prbperties in 
considerable numbers have had protective notices ean 8 on then, svupenace sd to 
the — - formal ‘Cusvadys 


Immediately on our occupying the Keid ncaditaaia Building, the labor 
Division established offices: therein, with another office at Via Iucullo 6. 
The. latter was for the purpose of labor supply, such being the great demand made 
on this division,» The Italian Employment office was taken over with all files 
and equipment intact. The personnel however, have not been forthcoming. 
Therefore, a new staff is being set up by us. - That office has 2. bad reputation 
in Rome, beoause it was used by the German Army in connection with-their policy 
of aquiring forced labor. This may, of course, acoount for the absence of 
personnel who may have left with their German collaborators. 


Despite difficulties, all requests for skilled and unskilled labor 
have been filled, The most difficult — of employee to acquire are English- 


speaking typists and StEnogTADNCY se 


In-the field. of ‘Social Security, the Previdenza Infortuni. e Malattie 
have been opened and are functioning. . The head of this institution is not 
present but secondary officials, acceptable to the Committee of Liberation, 
have been installed. The financial condition of the Social Security Institution 
will permit them to function without financial aid, although it is gl at that 
the Previdenza has funds on hand for only y one month's operation. 


No accurate report as to unemployment can be siven as yet. The 
Italian officials state that some 25,000 individuals are without. work, but our 
legal wishes consider this much too low. 


See section yII on shortage of labor at Anzio to unload our ships. 
XXII. Refugees 


The mumber of refugces present in Rome is not reported and we can only 
estimate the number on the basis of the count of individuals present in centers 
in which refugees congregate and from the amount of food set aside for their 
nourishment. The preliminary éstimate would mean nearly 100,000 al the 
figure may be much higher. We have established a refugee camp about /i0 miles 
from the city in what was once "Cinema City", but which was partly- wecked by 
Allied bombings. here are facilities there’ ‘to care for from ten thousand to 
Twenty thousand refugees. When operated as one of the stages of a series of 
camps and refugee centers, this localityywill serve the purpose of eptting these 
people out of the overcrowded Italian capital. 

Many of the refugees encountered by our group are individuals returning 
to their homes from localities where heavy fighting has taken place, such as 
Cassino, Castelforte, Cisterna, Velletri, Genzano, ‘Albano and many a 
places. Many men, a large percentage of whom were soldiers or sailors, 


returning from the North, whence they were taken by the enemy as laborers, in 


some cases: almost as forced laborers. | a 


Our Refugee Diivtaton is cddipiseting with the Provost Marshal and other 
offices of the Fifth Army inforder that there may be a minumum of traffic and 
. on the roads. Sle it is i Mek sink never entirely possible to free 


_/ the roads from 


a. 


ft 3 WAYS 8 failable, anima, sie n vehicles are. ‘removed. thexefran* “by ‘the. 
’ police ee poy in the fie. ds potty they can be put on the roads | 
itary movements. ough close cooperation between the Division 
of Displaced Persons and that of Refugees, displaced persons as well as former 
prisoners of war and ex-internees (Allied nationals) are allowed to use the 
refugee centers as required, 


. There have been road blocks established to prevent refugees and other 
unauthorized civilians from entering Rome but there are no restrictions on such 
. persons to leave Rome to go southward and every facility is being given to . 
enable these persons to so into the ee ee » particularly Sicily. 


it is hoped that requisitioning « of “hounes & and other buildings will not, 


as in Naples, proceed so as to create of itself a svecial class of “venaeee or 
homeless a eae 


ASIII Displaced Persons. 


e 

The work of the Displaced Persons division has been largely in the care 
and assistance of former prisoners of war and other military versons of national 
and allied nations, exclusive of French, British and American. This we consider 
a temporary undertaking since this is not a normal responsibility of AMG. 
What we have done has been carried on’in order to meet the wishes of the Army 
Commander. Similarly certain assistance has been rendered released internees 
of the Allied Nations.. This is in the absence of any other local organization 
which might come to their assistance. 


XXIV, Black Market _ Control. 


The Bleck tarket Control Unit, which for several months has functioned 
efficiently in Naples,- there-by not only assisting the city but also gaining 
yaluable experience, has undertaken its work without delay. It was found that 
the price of bread on the black market, prior to the fall of the city, was about 
240 lire per kilo. As soon as it became evident that the Allies would capture 
Rome, the price fell to 100 lire per kilo. There were seemingly two causes for 
this drop in prices. First a belief that the Allies would be more successful 
than the Germans in controlling the black market, and, secondly, a hope that the 
Allies would bring in a large amount of food which, of course, would automatically 
reduce black market oe 


Members of the Black Market Control Group, operating in civilian cloth- 
ing in some instances, are already at work on their difficult but important task, 
Strong representations have been made. to Military authorities to safeguard stocks 
of food including tobacco. The lesson learned in Naples is being stressed, 
namely, that the principal source of black market was stolen stores belonging to 
the Allied Nations. It is too early to give a detailed report of the results 
of our ee to control the bla market. — 


.  Bhe fact that Guardie di Finanza libres have, under exceptional 
circumstances, been required to do unloading of ships at Anzio has worked hard- 

: ships on the Black Market Control Division, This unit depends on ‘such ct ct 

a to. Bo-emadd degree. (See Section VII). 


: Widespread publicity has been See to Order No. 2. concerning the 
of ‘prices and the pPrice-control scheme. The public has been advised of 
existence cs our unit for combating the black ei and that, we will gladly 
omplaints. — uncel mes to this st tect have been 1 Es not eine idl the 
: 3 0 “by z pSapoest sound 


. + 
: + nap 
° CL Eee en ae 4 ” 5 


eS: » 
ee Baba RA 


xxv. Registration of Automobiles 


ous plans for registering sitemcties of all kinds belonging to Italian 
civilians are ready but do not become effective until the third day. In the 
meantime the cars are being collected in a central point for subsequent reallo- 
cation. A full report on this ~~ feature of — government will follow. 


| XXvI. Contin} of Petroleum Products. 


The plans made in advance have been put into effect and all the pre- 
liminary arrangements are completed for the rationing of gasoline (petrol) 
automobile oil, kerosene (parafine oil) and candles. The last two items have not 
been so badly needed as anticipated because of the partial availability of 
electric current. 


Civilian members of A.F.H.Q, which controls petroleum products have 
arrived and the next report will give details of. their activities. 


XXVII. Agriculture 


It had been anticipated that this division would not be required to do 
much work in the first few days of the occupation, however arrangements are 
already under way to carry out the very necessary function of assisting in the 
acquisition of agricultural products for use in-Rome and in direct aiding of 
harvesting of crops. The Inspector of the Department of Agriculture for the 
Pfovince of Rome, which in this case includes the city and governatorate, is x 
ready to work in cooperation with our agricultural division and it is probable 
that the office of this division will be set up in that building in connection 
with the Inspectorate. Details are not yet available as to the extent of our 
program. One of the needs of this service is petrol for agricultural machinery 
in this arza. Passes will be made available to workers now in the city to 
enable on to return to the farms to do the necessary labor. 


Despite promises no agricullure officer*has as yet been assigned to us. 
The need grows apace. ven on the first day some of the great land proprietors 
came to ask aid in ne the farm products to the city. This includes badly 
needed milk, 


XXVIII. Removal of Fascist Officials 


A oiintaniaiien was held on the day of our arrival with Signor Ivance 
Bonomi, former Prime Minister of Italy and Chairman of the National Committee 
of Liberation... He was asked to give us the name of persons in Office whom he 
felt should be removed on account of past fascist history. At the same time we 
asked him for suggestions as to the Office bearers for the future. He was told 
that his suggesting that Rome be governed by a Giunta was considered favourably. 
We announced that a Sindac> rather than a Governatore would be appointed. The 
latter title was one invented by the Fascists. It is probable that Prince Doria 
Pamphili, well mown as an enti-fascist will be selected by us for this important — 


vangements are being made for the removal of persons holding offices 
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ok ‘Relations with the Holy See (Vatican City). 


Pits one hour of the time we set up eoviiciniaiat in — » we made 
contacts with the American and British diplomatic Representatives to the Holy 
see, namely Sir Francis D'Arcy Godolphin Osborne, K.C.M.G., British Minister and 
Mr. Harold H. Tittman, Charge d'Affaires of the United States. These officials 
have been of the greatest assistance in establishing the proper contacts with the 
Vatican authorities. There also arrived with us Monsignor Walter 8. Carroll, 
personal representative: of archbishop Spellmann of New York City, in charge of 
the Army and Navy Chaplains of the United States. Hach of these gentlemen has 
assisted in his own particular way in maintaining the very delicate relationship 
with a small independent state, entirely surrounded by the capital of a country 
with which we are at once at war and engaged in combat as co-belligerants. 

This is of course aside from the tremendous i pene complications concerned. 


A group of Vatican authorities headed by trince Pacelli » nephew of the 
Pope, called at our office on the first day of our occupation and in conference 
mapy details as to future relations were arranged. We offered to place military © 
guards about the frontier of Vatican City and the offer was accepted and hope was 
expressed that we could use Italian police rather than Allied solders. We 
explained that this would be done, but that a few British and American police 
in addition would be available to maintain order. | 
Numerous pieces of work jointly undertaken by the authorities of Vatican 
City and Alliea Military Government, are going forward ‘savdstactordy (see 
Section XIV) on feeding of destitute persons. 


We. have been asked to sdikct in nabdis known to the military 
authorities the desire of the Vatican that Allied military vehicles do not enter 
St. Peters Square, the same befng in Vatican territory, although His Holiness has 
given order that soldiers be allowed to enter, not being: armed at the time. . 
Satisfaction was expressed by the Vatican authorities at our effort to protect 
to protect religious property as:well as works of art. } 


Se Pope ; » on the second day of our occupation,. accorded an audience ‘to 
General Clark and six members of his staff. This took place at 9 am. on 
Thursday, 8 June 194. Besides.General Clark, there were received Major General 
Gruenther, Chief of Staff of Fifth Army; Chaplain Ryan, Chaplain of Fifth Army; . 
General Beucler, Chief of the Frénch Military Mission; Colonel Britten, senior 
British Officer at Fifth Army Headquarters; Major General Johnson, commanding 
Rome Area; and Brigadier General Hume, in charge of A.M.G. Fifth Army. The 

Pope took this ‘occasion to express his pleasure at our extensive program of bring- 
ing food and medical relief to the city. The party was received immediately . _ 
afterwards, by Cardinal Mag lipiny ; ‘Secretary i werent who Bigs aewaied somewhat the. 
-same feelings. - 


A number of catholic clergymen, British and American, who are in one 
way or another connected with the Vatican, havé offered their services either in 
a religious capacity or as contacts with the Vatican city. The Pope held a 
press conference on the second day of our occupation, said to be one of the few 
which he ever permitted, and ‘even allowed photographs to be made. This was: 
arranged through our contact with the Vatican City. In his statement his Holi- . 
ness commented on the humanitarian efforts madé by us and his satisfaction at 

our cone to protect works. of sei and religious property. © 


It has been urged: by iis Vatican authorities that Rome: be constituted 
an open onty, reference being made to a German radio announcement that if we | 


i: continue to 


oe were (sia. to form he mbdtary authorities that’ the Vatdoen 
nada ngly to Alliea air-craft f ying. over io RRESOET This was com 
muricated to the Militery authorities, 
We have made arrangements for telephone service from our office to the 
British and American offiters to the- Vatican City, this being the first time 
these officials have hed the use oF ee in the Vatican iad since early 
in - were 


x, Enemy iit 


oo the arrival of the $-Force two senior members of the staff of the ~ 
German Embassy to the Holy See were captured, being without the boundaries of 
the Vatican at the time. The men taken in this way were Dr. Ludwig Wemmer, 
Minister Plenipotentiary, and Herr Albrecht Von Kessel, Counselor of the Legation, 
Our Intelligence officers feel that in the case of the first of these Germans, an 
important man has been captured as it is commonly said in Rome that he was the 
leader and. organiser of the Gestapo activities and other Nazi undertakings. 


. The British ard American Diplomats at the Vatican were inolined to . 

doubt-that Wemmer was a professional diplomat but the Vatican claimed that since 
he was an accredited member of the German Embassy he was entitled to protection, 
This matter is not one in which AMG is concerned although it is a doubtful point — 
as to whether or not a diplomat accredited to the Holy See is entitled ‘to 
immunity, when captured outside frontiers of the country to which accredited. 
This appears true, even though the Concordat between the Vatican City and italy 
recognizes the diplomatic immunity of Vatican diplomatic personnel even when in 
other parts.of Rome. . Our position is unquestionably peta i ci by the fact that 
we are still at war with ately ) ! 


The question has been raised of other Axis diplomats accredited to the 
Holy See but residing outside its fronticrs. The Japanese Ambassador, for 
instance, Ken Harada, whose residence is in Via Asmara 11 and who was not per- 
mitted to leave his house by our S-Forcc, has demanded the right to go to the 
Vatican. at will end has askéd that his twenty-three servants and other Italian 
employees be allowed to return to their homes each night, In the absence of 
instructions to the contrary, it was stated that the Ambassador would be given the 
right to go to the Vatican city at will but only under guard and upon specific 
request for cach such journeys His servants.and other Italian employees will 
be permitted to remain within the Japanese Embassy if the Ambassador so wishes, 
tut should he leave they are liable to ‘be taken into custody and in’no case will 
they be permitted to go back and forth between. their homes. and the’ ‘Embassy. 
This is only a common-sense decision to shut off an obvious source of enémy 
activities, : facet he | 
Stay It was suggested to the Vatican authorities that Axis ‘sails be 
required to-live within the Vatican city. This they. said would be done as soon 
as Allied diplomats -leave the Vatican City and thereby make room for those of 
the Axis. In the event that there is no room for all of the Axis diplomats 
now accredited, those who cannot entor should, wesbolievc, be internéd in some 
place far from Rome, preferably in the extreme south of Italy. 


XXXI, | “Relabdone with the. Paychologioal 
og __Welfane Branch. 
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The work of the PWB has been coordinated with that of the Allied 
Military Government and the Rome Area Command in general to a degree that was 
unknown during any period of our early government of Naples. | 
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Pe Material, used ‘by PWB in newspapers, reildd Usosicests, talks ike 


E | the aid of loud-speakers in the streets, and other means of disseminating 


_ information has been coordinated by our Public Relations VET cor. 


Consideration was early given by AMG in conference with PWB of 
the newspapers in Rome. During the period when our friends in the city were 
working in our interest and undercover, there were being published a number 
of newspapers, which did much work for our cause. These have now come out. 
into the open and are being, at least for the prescnt, allowed to continue. 


The Popolo di Roma and the Giornale d'Italia, both well known for 


their ardent Fascism, have been suppressed. Ji Messagero, which has a long 
history and one that was entirely honorable prior to the birth of Fascism, is 
being temporarily Suspended but will be allowed to continue soon, under a new 
editorial staff. There is a tendency for new newspapers, of doubtful quality 
or permanency to spring up. While we are stressing the principle of freedom 
of specch, with its corrollary, freedom of the press, we have informed pub- 
lishers and would-be publishers that the shortage of newsprint is such that 
there is a limit to the number of papers that can be allowed and a limit to 
the circulation of each. Moreover, all this entails the duty of censorship 
which is already far too heavy. 


XXXII. CONCLUSION 


Allied Military Government of Rome has begun auspiciously. The 
Civil and military office bearers of the Italian government, the people of 
the city, the representatives of the Vatican, foreign diplomatic representatives 
and others have been both cordial in their attitudes and cooperutive. 


The political situation. is, of course, acute. We have sought to 
confine our activities to the affairs of the Governatorate of Rome alone, 
though in some instanccs it has hardly bcen possible to draw a line between . 
these and matters that concern the whole country. In every instance matters 
of more than local import have been referred to the three political advisers 
attached to this headquarters by Allicd Control Commission. 


The city has, we are assured, taken on a new air of gaiety. The 
streets are filled with people, shops are open, theaters are being placed in 
operation, etc. Further reports will bring the situation up to date. 
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Wages _paid to civilians | employed by the Allied ar 


Mr, Strauss asked Colonel Johnson's order, 
supporte by Chief Labour Officer for Rome, = 
15% increase of wages of civilians employed by Allied | 
armies bringing these up to level paid by Germans, | 
had been rescinded by General Alexander, 

Mr. Dobbie asked why Colonel Johnson's order was 


ae au July, 1944, | countermanded by General Alexamder, and upon what 
| sig 135th July, | authority, and whether an investigation would be : 
| oo 4 1944,.| instituted. Hy 
| Sir J. Grigg replied that he was making cogs 
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* 18. Mr. Dobbie,—To ask the Secretary of State for War, why the increase of wages to 
civilian workers in Rome decided upon by Colonel Johnson, Military Governor of 
Rome, on the recommendation of Lieutenant-Colonel T. A. Lane, Chief Labour Officer, 
was countermanded by General Alexander; by what authority General Alexander 
assumed this power; and, as this decision puts the wages below the rate paid to these 
civilian workers by the Germans, will he take steps to have the case investigated. 
| Tuesday 11th July.| 


PARLIAMENTARY 260» 


F.O, ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 


Civilian Workers, Italy (Wages) beens 

4. Mr. G. Strauss asked the Secretary 
of State for War why an order made by 
Colonel Johnson, Military Governor of 
Rome, supported by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lane, Chief Labour Officer for Rome, 
recommending an increase by 15 per cent. 
of the wages of civilians employed by the 
allied armies, bringing these up to the 
level paid by the Germans, has been 
rescinded by General Alexander. 


_ 5. Mr. Dobbie asked the Secretary of 
State for War why the increase of wages 
to civilian -workers in Rome decided upon 
by Colonel Johnson, Military Governor 
of Rome, on the recommendation of 
Lieutenant-Colonel T. A. Lane, Chief 
Labour Officer, was countermanded by 
General Alexander; by what authority 
General Alexander assumed this power; 
and, as this decision puts the wages 
below the rate paid to these civilian | 
workers by the Germans, will he take : 
steps to have the case investigated. 


Sir J. Grigg: I am making inquiries 
into this. 
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Mail service for Rom the Vatican City. 
Transmits copy of TAM No.225 of the llth July 


| addressed to Allied Forces Hedquerters, Algiers, from 


Agwar agreeing to the proposed extension of external 
personal mail service for Rome and the Vatican City | 
and stating that provisions for censorship control have 
peen made. Public notification of the extension will | 
be made in London and Washington on the 12th July. 
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INCOMING MESS..GE 
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To: AFHQ ALGIERS. 


——— — 


on 


a nn — a ——— 


llth July, 1944. 


rome cement cea 


"EDITED LITERAL TEXT" 
Interior jiddresses. From ae from CCS cite 
ACULON %O.: “FHOQ ALCIERS to Wilson 
for FHGEG. 


Rptd to ETOUSA for info British 
Chiers of Staff. 
Ret. No. +: Mat Got. 


Extension mail service for Rome and Vatican City. 


Proposed ¢xtension of external nersonal mail 
service for city of Rome and Vatican Citv is agreeable. 
Provisions have been made for censorship control according 
LO your recommendations. | 


| Postmastsrs General in Washington and London wili — 
issue Statements publicizing this extension on le July 1944. 
Procedure followed will be same as for notice of resumption 
in February last. | 


Circulation: 


Short TAM/MAT. 

Sir R. Birchall. 

oir E. Herbert. 

Mr. H.S. Gregory. 
Mr. Marsden-smedley. 
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INCOMING message ETOUSA. 
From :— Naples. : 


; To s— GWAR. 
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leth. July, 1944, 
“EDITED LITERAL TEXTS 
Interior Addresses ; 


NAF 716 


From: : NAPLES, ITALY signed Wilson cite FHSGS 
Action to : AGWAR for CCS 


Info to: : ETOUSA for BCS (pass to TROOPERS) 
AGWAR for Hilldring ) 
SHARE 
AFHQ ALGIERS 


I think it would be helpful to make clear the arrange-— 
ments which have been made for dealing with the problem 


of Rome on the military side. These are briefly as 
follows : 


1. © An American officer has been appointed as 
Military Commander of Rome. He has a British Deputy and 
an integrated American-British staff is being established, 


ee In view of its peculiar position, Rome has been | 
removed from the zone of the armies and comes directly 
under HQ. he Re ae 


3. When AFHQ has been established in Italy, the 
Military Commander of Rome will come directly under AFHQ. 


4, it is my policy that the number of military 
establishments in Rome other than those required directly 
for the control of military personnel in Rome on leave or 
duty, should be reduced to a minimum, 


5. Arrangements are in hand for establishing rest 
and recreations centers and other facilities in the 
VaRetEry of Rome so that Allied personnel can visit Rome 
when military exigencies permit. 


/6. I would like...ss.. 


-eoe 


ig £6 


6. 1 would like to make it clear that the policy 
to be pursued as regards the use of Rome is an 
Allied military question for which | am solely 
responsible through you to the two Governments. 


Circulation 


Defence Office 
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First Sea Lord 
C.6 Tels., War Office 
AMO. §. 0G). . 


Ls RNR ce tins ot 


eat ge Sa tay OE CELE Fishy ERI ge ea ME Kooy ee inter ee 


ie tence eae Te tte ite ade teat, At te amc ee 


aay 5 


. 
Pp, 


wcll 


{4 ? 
(os (aT? 


(Minutes.) 


Onion ral enkined R10°S6 [BY 


27437 


Bi a ge x 

Pes eet ee oe 
Fhe oo ¥ > 
aur Pes e 


410 


Extract from Minutes of 10th Meeting of Political 
Committee at A.F.H.Q. held 16th May, 1944, 


iho te s 


9, TREATMENT ‘OP EROS S OPEN OTT . 


2 Vv 
(Cable No, COSMED 108) RT us } 


ie 


“THE COMMITTEE had before then a cable froin the 
Chiefs of Staff requesting the views of the Supreme 
Allied Commander on the suggestion that a choice should 
be made between three courses in regard to the 


proposal which had again been raised that Rome should 
be er as an open eity:- 


“Oe That Alliea military objections to ne 
Rome as an open city ‘Should be maintained, : 


be That arrangements regarding the status of 
Rome should be negor ta ted with the German Government. 


“ee That while maintaining the military | 

‘objections, an Allied statement should be issued to the 

effect that action taken against Rome would depend on 
the use made by it of the Germans, | 


MAJOR GENERAL NOCE said that the present ‘position 
was that only traffic passing through Rome was attacked 
and that in effect the whole of the City, apart from 
the marshalling yards and other important rail targets, 
was treated as an open city. After the capture of 
Rome, it would be essential for the Allies to use | 
Rome, both for transit of supplies = for other 
| military purposes. 


THE CHIEF OF STAFF pointed out that if, », after the 

capture of Rome Allied troops were debarred from ae 

entering the City, the inhabitants of Rome would ) 

themselves suffer, since only the “rest io could 
restore 


XD 


sontere to them the use of the services and at 11 
which would have been destroyed by the Germans. 


MR. MACMILLAN said that the Italian Government 
intended, with the approval of the Allied 
Governments, to move its seat to Romie as soon as the 
city was free; this would be impossible if the city 
were to be regarded as open, He felt that it was 
important to distinguish between Allied requirements 
in regard to the status of. Rome before and after its 
capture. This distinction was implicit in General 
Noce's statement, It was necessary to avoid any 
action now which might later hamper the Allied Forces, 
He felt in particular that the last sentence in course 
C in the draft cable, namely: the suggestion that as 
the Germans had declared Rome an open city, it had nothing 
- to fear from the Allies so long as the Germans 

- continued to treat it as such, was dangerous in that 
it implicitly imposed an obligation on the Allies to 
make no greater military use of the city than the 
Germans had done, 


THE CHIEF OF STAFF concluded that in general the 
Committee appeared to favor a modification of .Coursge C, 
The Allies did not wish Rome to be an open city, nor 
would they wish to conclude an agreement with the 
Germans regulating its use and status. The proposed 

public statement regarding the Allied attitude towards 
Rome would however require further consideration, 


THE CHIEF OF STAFF:- 


Directed that a meeting should be held the following 
morning at 1196 hours under his chairmanship and attended 
by General Noce, Air Commodore Pankhurst, Mr. Murphy 
and Mr, Macmillan to prepare a | reply to cable No, 

COSMED 108, ” 
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Extract: trom. Minn: tes of Supplesientasy: Mee tei. of 
Politics! — held at ALP. H.Q. on 17th May 


CASERTA to COSMED 108, There was t Reatere some 
urgency in letting THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDE! 
the views of the Political Committee, It had been 
agreed the previous day that no commitment should be 
entered into to regard ROME as an open city and that 

it would be undesirable to. attempt to ‘negotiate an 
agreement with the German Government regarding the 
status and use of the City, It remained to decide wha 
should be the terms of the proposed public statement 

on the Allied attitude towards ROME. 


MR. MACMILLAN observed that from inquiries which 
he had made, it appeared that the conception of an 
open city had no precise definition in the instruments 
of international law. A distinction was drawn between 
defended and undefended places; . but the definition of 
a defended p made at THE HAGUE in 1907 had little 
relevance to t ( tions of modern warfare. 


BRIG. GENERAL RICHMOND agreed that an open eit: ‘ 
Was a descriptive term rather than a technical term 
of international law. In his opinion an open city 
would be one to which both belligerents had agreed 
to accord a non-belligerent status. . 
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MR. MURPHY said that the declaration P 
as om open city @id not provide a close paralle 
for the case of ROME. The declaration had been 
SA) ge : Government had ‘withdrawn : ‘from 

RIS al ft when ‘there was no ‘longer any military. 
necessity to pass troops through the city. Ag soon 
as the Germans arrived, they had made full use of the 
city for military and administrative purposes. 


MR. MURPHY end MR. MACMILLAN tabled a draft of a 
public statement defining the Allied attitude towards 


Ss. | 
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Instructed the Secretary. te draft for. his. 


informing hiw. that the Political Committee favored 
‘e- Pied form. of Course 2 (¢c) in: COSMED 108 
suggesting for his consideration a draft public 
statement based on the versions tabled by the 
‘Political Advisers, ae 
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P.L. No. 135. yi Rees 


4 


The British Resident Minister at Allied Force 
Headquarters, Algiers presents his compliments to the 


Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has 
the honour to transmit herewith copy of the 
undermentioned document, 


15th June, 1944, 
Reference to previous correspondence: -=~ 


P.L. 121 of 8th June, 1944, 


———— 


a 
i 


Description, 


OE ————E 


Minutes of 14th Meeting 

of Political Committee . 14th Jume, 1944, 
A.F.H.Q. held 13th 

June, 1944, 


he had received ‘rom the State 
‘ry views on the limitations 
Allied ‘armies of the city of” 
 that- every e fort ‘should ” 


. that full use wo ld be ‘made of the services of the Tia ian 
tion, -and that Allied troops Loyed in the city of ROME 
| uced to the minimum, They suggested that, so far as 
le, Allied troops should not be quartered in the city but should 
“enter the city in transit by road or rail, They considered it 
undes [yable that munitions of war should be stored within the limits — 
of the city. "hey would be opposed to the permanent establishment 
of the headquarters ‘of either AAI or AFHQ in ROME. They considere 
it preferable that, if the Italian Government were to move to ROME, 
the Italian service ministries should be excluded, 


THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER said that it had ‘already been laid 
down as a policy that. the number of troops in ROME was to be kept down 
to the minimum, It was, however, intended to establish rest camps 
in the neighbourhood of ROME and to permit troops to make use of the 
facilities of the city for the purposes of relaxation, 


7 


. MURPHY said that he felt sure that the State Department would 
not object to troops entering ROME for relaxation. 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL GAMMELL said that it had been originally 
intended that AAI should establish their headquarters north of ROME, 
It had, however, now been ascertained that the Air Ministry building 
in ROME possessed perfect accommodation for AAI, and it was proposed 
that, as a temporary measure, the administrative portion of General 
ALEXANDER's headquarters should be established in the Air Ministry 
building, while the tactical portion would be set up outside ROME. 

If the battle line moved rapidly further northward, AAI headquarters 
ewould have to make a,second move, The Air Ministry building had 
adequate c ommunications. facilities already installed, and its 

pct i la use would, therefore, avoid the difficulty "of transferring 
and setting up the signals installations for AAI twice in a short 

: of time, If it were not possible to use the Air Ministry 
building, AAI would not be able to move immediately out of CASERTA 
and the move of A.F.HQ. to the Italian mainland would be delayed, 

THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER: - 


(a). Took note of the views of the State Department as reported 
by MR. MURPHY, 


(bd) Approved the proposal that the administrative ortion of AAI 
headquarte: 8 should he established in the Air Ministry buil 
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Military Control of Rome, 


ear Vat Transmits copy of telegram from Naples to 
ierernerce oo Agwar No. NAF 716 of 12th Suly Bx 13687. 

mun t ¢ Gives the arrangements for dealing with the 
1869. problem of Rome on the military side. 
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| "EDITED LITERAL TEXT! 
| Interior Addresses : 7 | 
From: : NAPLES, ITALY signed Wilson cite,FHSGS 


Action to : AGWAR for CCS - Re A 

Info to : ETOUSA for BCS (pass to TROOPERS) 
AGWAR for Hilldring : 
AFHQ ALGIERS 


I think it would be helpful to make clear the arrange- 
ments which have been made for dealing with the problem 
ot ee on the military side. These are briefly as 
A Ollows : ore ) 


na _ =" 
’ y 
: 


1.. An American officer has been apposnteg as 
| Military Commander of Rome. He has a British Deputy and 
an integrated American-British staff is being established, 


ie 


- 
“ Pa nD 


» In view of its peculiar position, Rome has been 

| removed from the zone of the armies and comes directly 
under HQ. the die. s ! 

3, When AFHQ has been established in Italy, the : 
Military Commander of Rome will come directly under AFHQ. 
4 4, It is my policy that the number of military. ] 
«establishments in Rome other than those required directly i. 
for the control of military personnel in Rome on leave or a 
duty, should be reduced to a minimum, a 


: 
4% ’ i 
wm 


: 


5, Arrangements are in hand for establishing rest | 
id recreations centers and other facilities in the : 
inity of Rome so that Allied personnel can visit Rome — 


itary exigencies permit.  — 2 
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6, i would like to make it clear that the policy 

to be pursued as regards the use of Rome is an 7, 

Allied umitttermoausstion for which I am solely 
ssponsible through you to the two Governments. ‘ 


Defence Office [ a $0 cau 
Foreign Secretary 
First Sea Lord | KF 
C.6 Tels., War Office. | 
AM.C.S.(C). 
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3 se om $8& Swiss Lege ‘firming that the properties — 
: Dated 18th July,1944. | owned by the German Go rnment in Rome have been 4 
: - | handed back to the Legation'’s potection. 
| Recewed | ) 
. | 
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HIS Majesty's | High Commissioner tf PF ¥ov ae 


presents his compliments to H.M. Principal Secret fo 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under- 


British igh Commission in Italy, 


ROME 


16th July, 104...4.. 
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Sau Neel Chorlic dro: mo: 60 27 fom 1944. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


aevenens Headquarters, Properties owned by the 
Allied Control Commission. German Government in Rome. 


(memo. with copy enclosure) 


7th July 194i 
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Ref: 1334/55/44 


aa” 


The Southern Department, 


Foreign Office, 


Dear Department, 


Your letter R.10548/124/22 of July llth 
about the question of Rome as an open city. 


We have discussed the matter with the 
State Department who tell us that the Apostolic Delegate 
at Washington addressed a note to them on June 12th 
apparently in similar terms to that referred to in Osborne's 
telegram No.419, We enclose a copy of the State Department's 
reply in which you will notice that they have been careful 
not to use the words*open city". As far as the United 
States Government is concerned, the question is now closed 
and they see little chance of its being revived. in the 
circumstances they agree that we are not called upon to 
return a further reply to the Vatican, beyond that already 


given in Holy See telegram on so} 


Yours ever, 


hl lewyLt 


London, Se W. l. 


COPY nae 


Mr. Hull to Apostolic Delegate, tlashington, D.C. dated July 4th. 


In my letter to you of June 22, 1944 1 stated that your 
communications of June 12 and 17, 1944, expressing the concern of 
the Holy See for the safety of Rome had been referred to the appro- 
priate authorities for their consideration and that I would communi- 
cate with you again on this subject as soon as possible. 


The Department has now received a commnication from the 
competent military authorities pointing out that as one of the results 
of the recent successes of the Allied campaign in Italy, responsibility 
for the defense of Rome has now passed to the Allies, and that you may 
be assured that the defense of that city will be conducted with full 
appreciation of the special position which it occupies. In view of 
the present over-all military situation, especially as to the Allied 
air supremacy over Italy, it has been suggested that there would seem 
to be undue apprehension of danger to Rome. The military authorities 
consider that there is little likelihood of serious German air or other 
attacks upon the city of Rome now or in the foreseeable future. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HOLY SEI 


lst August, 


Repeated to: Washington, No. 276 Savin 


Co Ge Gee 


Your telegvam No. 435 {of June 16th: question of 
Rome aS an open city. | | 


No reply need be returned to the Vatican note beyoed 
that alveahy given by you and referred to in perearsp I 
of your telegram. under reference unless the Vatican révive 
the question. 


The United States Government agree. 
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Encloses copy of a Memoran rawn up for hi 


As there has been a certain amount of confusion 
about what happened in Rome in the early days of 
June feels that this will be useful as an 


unvarnished record by one of the actors in the 
drama. 
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This is all very sensible but the fact of the 
matter is that when it was agreed that Badoglio 
should visit Rome for a few hours in order to make 
contact with the politicians there, it was never | 
intended that these few hours should result in the 
overthrow of Badogtio and the formation of a new 

-. ~[talian Government. As soon as General Macfarlane 
learned that the politicians in Rome were 
unwilling to serve under Badoglio he should not 
have allowed matters to proceed any further, but 
Should have whisked Badoglio and the Lieutenant 
of the Realm back to Salerno in order that the 
situation might be further considered there at 
leisure. The politicians in Rome should have been 
told that this was being done and that the 
situation was being re-considered in the light of 
the views that they had expressed. We might very 
well have come to the conclusion in the end that 
Badoglio would have to give way to Bonomi, but we 
were faced with a fait accompli and were not given 
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OFFICE OF THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER IN ITALY, 
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hk okt’ ak Kretis 


I think you will be interested to see the 
attached memorandum which Harold Caccia drew up 
for me. There has been a certain amount of 
confusion about what happened in Rome in the 
early days of June and I feel that it is as well 
that you should have an unvarnished record by one 
of the actors in the drama, 


Sir 0. Sargent, K.CoMoG., CoB; 
Foreign Office, | 
London, Se Wel. 
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the many duties that then occupied us in commection with the 


search of the German Embessy and other administrative matters. 
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When I returned to the hotel at about six p.m. I found that the 


« 


Chief Commissioner hed gone w: th Marshal Badegiio to see the 


Aeutenant of the Realm since all present at the meeti. 
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d we have prevented his coming to Rome? It is, of course, 
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sSible to say what would have happened if we had. But from 
the conversations which Mr. Reber and I heve had with Roman 


politicians I shoul ‘very mueh doubt their readiness to have 
gone down to Salerno to see Badoglioc. Nor, if they had, would 
they have gome with any tmereased readiness to accept Badoglio 
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2$ Prime Minister. On the contrary, his failure to come te 


Rome would have most likely been taken by those leaders as en 


expression of cowardice, comparable to what they thought of his 
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performance in September, 1943, and the reason that military 


considerations would not allow 4 visit would not have held 

water for long. The chances of success of these alternetive 
taeties would have thus been bad and in the event of failure 

we Should have been in the embarrassing position of having taken 
wpon ourselves the responsibility of telling Badoglio that we 


knew better how to handle an Italian political problem than he 
did himself; for, as I said above, it was he who from the first 


wanted to come to Rome for his own good. 
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in Registry 1944, 


Furniture of the South African Legation in Rome. 


om .. 09 he A tate 


8th July (R10443/124/22). 
The furniture is still 


condition. 


_ 


Rt Ltaive 


S eae Geet. A 7 


Refers to Foreign Office despatch No.87 of 


stored in the warehouse 
of Messrs. Arthur Bolliger, and is in a fairly good 
Furniture belonging to the following 
persons is also stored in the warehouse:- 

Doctors Heymans, Stoker and Geldenhuys, Messrs. 
Bruce and Scholtz and Miss Hutchinson. 
African Legation building has been .demolished. 
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| FICE ee: aa Y, 
2hth August, 1944. 
Despatch No.0 Sot ler) 
31/123/h4, ai 
sir, 


I have the honour to refer to your Despatch No. 87 
(R.10443/124/22) of July 8th respecting the furniture of 
the South African Legation in Rome, and to report that the 
official furniture is still stored in the warehouse of Messrs 
Arthur Bolliger, who inform me that it is ina fairly good 
candition. 


» Messrs Bolliger also inform me that they have in their 
warehouse the furniture belonging to the following persons:- 


Dr. Ae Heymans 
Dr. He Stoker 


Dr. F.E.-Geldenhuys 
Mr. J-E-Bruce 

Mre Scholtz 

Miss D. Hutchinson 


who were connected with the former South African Legation. 
36 The lease on the South African Legation building 
was cancelled in June 1941, when the furniture was removed 
to the Bolliger warehouse, and the proprietor subsequently 
had the building demolished, intending to rebuild | on the 
site. This however, has not yet been done. 
I am, Sir, with great truth and respect, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


pt | narke 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.-P. M.-C. 
etc. etc. etce 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
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You asked me in your letter Ref: 
Sputh Africa House,] > 


106/7 of the 29th June, whether it was 
possible to secure any information about 
the furniture of the South African 

(From Mr. Gwatkin). Legation in Rome or about the belongings 
ef former members of the Legation staff. 


The British High Commissioner in 


.IN) THIS MARGIN. 


Italy reports that, as at 24th August 
last, the official furniture of the 
Legation was still stored in the warehouse 
8 of Messrs. Arthur Bolliger, who stated 
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that it was in fairly good condition. 
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possession the furniture belonging 


to:. Dr. A. Heymans; Dr. H. Stoker: 


NOTHING 


Dr. F.E. Geldenhuys;. Mr. J... Bruce; 
Mr. Scholtz; Miss D. Hutchinson; who 
were connected with the Legation. 

Sir N. Charles adds that the 
lease on the Legation building was 
cancelled in June, 1941, when the furniture 


was removed to the Bolliger warehouse, 


and/ 


and the proprietor subsequently had the 
building demolished intending to rebuild 


on the site. This, however, has not yet | 


been done. 
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Minister explained that public opinion is pressing for 
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Mecttees is General Amenlea with Generals Siemens and Bencivenga 

in Registry f° as well as six mempers representing the six parties 
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Sir Noel Charles and agreed that the moment is not 

: , one doag for such an investigation. Proposes telling 
enor Bonomi his, decision, — 
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My despateh No.41. Rot 4 ALELAVEAL 
Captain Stene has sent the following telegran to 


| Seid that the enquiry 
doubt findings would be published, He asked urgently for A Allied 
views on this proposal. 
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hte Vine. 


a . Signor Nehni's article demanding an investigation 
Registry R14502/124/22 of events in Rome in September, 1943. 3 


a An article by Pietro Nenni appeared in “Avanti" 
FROM Sir Noel Charles of 23rd August calling for an enquiry into the 
\gome circumstances which led up to the capitulation of 
No 41 (269/1/44) the Italian troops to the Germans in September, 
Rs _ 1943. Discusses Signor Nenni's article and 
Dated 25th August 1944 reasons why he considers it would be wise for 

Rachioss the Italian Government to agree. 
in Regisiry (llth Sept. Copied Caserta. 

1944, 


Rs Italy. 
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I have the honour to inform you that a leading article by Pietro 
Nenni anneared in the "Avanti" of the 23rd Ausust calling for an enouiry 
into the circumstances which led wo to the canitilation of the Ttalian 
troovs to the Germans in Rome in September, 1°2.3. 


Qe Sienor Nenni voints out that the arrest of Cenerals Pentimalli and 
Del Tetto for handine over Naples to the Cermans on the dav that 
the Allied troons were landins at Salerno and apnnroachine Nanles, brings 
he whole mestion to the fore. The consequences of the treacherous act 
in Naples were three weeks of terror and the destruction of the port, power 
stations, hotels and some hundreds of dead. The drema of Nanles, however , 
was not isolated, The same thing has hanpvened in Rome, in Florence, 
Bolorna, Milan, Turin and Genoa, In Rome on the evening of 9th Sentember, 
while P53 chtine was taking nlace a few miles from the canital the Ceneral 
Calvi di Rereolo sent his Chief of Staff, Lieutent Colonel Ciaccone, to 
arrance the handine over to the Germans. While the defection of the 
two Chiefs at Nanles resulted in three weeks' terror, the action of the 
Cenerals resnonsible for the surrender of Pome resulted in rine months of 
German ocenati on, in nolice persecution and the massacre of the Arceatine 
Catacombs, Florence has also suffered thronch the surrender of those 
who had orders to resist the Germans, The north of Ttalv is stil] under 
the Cerman heel and is navrine heavily for the surrender of “eneral Ruccero 
and Ceneral Adami Rossi. oionor Nenni. says that nerhans the most serious 
effect of the canitulation of 10th Sentember vas not the material destruc- 
i on, not even the sacrifice of a mmber of lives, but the moral and vroli- 
“cal consequences of the surrender, 


oLenor Nenni considers that it is of the most urcent irmortance to 

throw licht on the events which occurred in Sentember and he encuvires 
who were the responsible leaders. First of all, he points his finger at 
Kine Victor Emmanuel who on the 25th July hed taken over the supreme command 
of the Ttalian forces on land, on sea and in the air. He then voints to 
Marshal Badoglio, the head of the Government and nesotiator of the armistice. 
Lastly he refers te the urner military cormanders, to Ceneral Ambrosio, AT 

that time head of the General Staff, and General Roatta, head of the Armv 

Starr, £ the Ttalian troons spread out in the veninsula, 
in the Balkans and in  eanss, What ‘orders, asks Sienor Nenni, were civen 
by these Commanders? Mention has been mace of 2n onerational order 6,°, 1... 
What were its terms and were they effectively comm micated to the varias 
army cormands? Sicnor Nenni disclaims any desire for venreance in calling 
for an enauiry, He feels that it is a vublic demand which must be satisfied, 
A sense of vublic responsibility mist be re-established and every effort to 
recreate vnolitical life in Ttalv will be in vain if those resnonsible for the 
nine months oemmation of Pome by the Germans are not called on for an ex- 
nianation, 

Sionor Nenni is the Secretary-Ceneral of the Ttalian Socialist Party 

and in this axtiele he voices the feelinss of very many neonle in 
Ttaly whose faith in the monarchy anc the Hich Command of the army has been 
weakened by the events of last Sentember about which no vrover explanation 
has ever been vouchsafed. At the same time it is probable that he intends 
to make full use of these events to advance the nolitical aims of his varty. 
It would therefore nrobably be wise on the part of the Covernmment if they 
were to institute an enquiry into the events of last Sentember in Rome, 
unless the facts are, of course, so bad that their revelation would finally 
destroy those concerned in the eyes of the vublic. If no such action is 
taken, we mav, T think, be prepared to find that the question will become 
one of major volitical imortance which will be exploited to the utmost by 
the left narties in the interval which remains before the holdins of the 
elections for the constitient Assembly, 


5 IT am sending a conv of this despatch to the British Minister Pesident 
Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden, Esa., MeP., MLC. | fet 
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Refers to Rome telegram No.332 of 3rd gen 

(R 13892/124,/22), Count Sforza sudiahay ede 
rhein Chief Commissioner of the A.C:C. that the 
“Overnment be permitted to proceed with the Enquiry 
Commission, and threatened to resign if this was 
refused.He was told that his views would be taken into 
consideration. Captain %tone stands by his 
recommendation that the holding of the Commission 
be postponed and suggests that he be authorised to 
tell Sforza that there will be no objection to any 
military enquiry.Sforza conducts as regards Rome, 
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Your telegram No. 400 |of September 
question of investigating mili- 


itary events in Rome Area on September 


18th to 10th, 1943. | 


We agree that there is no objection 
to a military engquiry of strictly 
limited scope as indicated in paragraph 


o of your telegram under reference. 
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(Minutes.) ’ 
This disgraceful incident suggests 


e Italian Government are not able to 


(2) that 
statement complimentary to the Italian 
Government for the time being; 


(3) that the Allied Control Commission were not 


in sufficiently close touch with the situation, 


which could easily have been foreseen; 


(4) that the censorship system which permitted 
such discreditable reports as those which 
appeared in the British press to issue 
needs overhauling; 


that Count Sforza is not a suitable person 


order in the areas handed over to then; 


we should be chary of making any public 


to be in charge of the investigation of Fasci 


crimes. 


It is all very well for the Italian Government 


to promise te behave better in future. 
disquieting feature of the situation, as I see it, 
is the failure of the A.C.C. to keep the Italian 
under adequate supervision. If Mr. 
Macmillan. is pinted Chief Commissiong,,it should 
be his first task to investiga 
inereree and suggest remedies to prevent ite 
on. 
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whole incident and apportion the 


forehand ay feel simoumiie o statement 

uld be made unti}] a thorougi invest igation has bee 

6 into the responsibil ity of the Italian Govermmen 
for this disgusting outbreak of mob law. . 


In addition, if the commnigqué goes into 
details, we shall want to consider pbb e 
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wording of any references to.the Trading wi 
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‘Enemy Act or the treatment of Italian prisoners in 
Germany. Both these concessions are full of pitfalls, 
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erewd attacked Donate Carret! former director of 

Re; Coeli prison from the court roon, beat 
sensibility cee him inte the Tiber. . 
“that he was still alive, members of the crowd 

with oars till he was dead. Later his body 

was taken to the jeil he had forner erly directed under the 

German occupation, where it was tied for a short time to 

a windew grating. 


2. Disorders arose through lack of recautionary 
measures taken by the trial oour’ » and te ineptitude 


the police and carabinieri. th police were on hand 
to have protected him, but as in Gase of past disturbances 
at Taranta, the lacked leadership. althougt sbaividual 
carabirieri made efforts te defend oo ecause of the 
resence of Allied prisoners <P ne Regina Coeli jail 
ied M.P.s cut dewn Carretta’s body and dispersed the crowd 
- without difficulty. 


‘5S. Acting Chief Commissioner of Allied Contrel 
Commission conferred with Bonomi and Sforza this afternoon 
loner iid pr Sferza is in 
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a Ds 5,00 a.m, 19th September, 1944. 
_ 18th September, 1944. Rs 7.28 a.m. 19th September, 1944, 


Repeated to: Reaned. | 
IMPORTANT 
My immediately preceding telegram. 


; I ‘agree with steps taken by Captain Stene. Senor Bonomi 
realised the grayity of the incident, which showed the inability 
of his Government to keep proper order. He acquiesced in the 
pre sal of the Acting Chief Commissioner to reimpose the Allied 
litary Geverament in the Reme area if Italian authorities proved 
themselves unable to cope with the situation on September 20th. 


2. I understand that. the incident was due entirely to lack 
of proper precautions and the crowd, among whom were many persons 
bereaved by the Ardeatine Caves massacre, became oe excited 
and out of hand. They were easily checked by Allied militar 
int poo when they showed signs of manifesting outside Regina Coell 
prison. , 


5. Incident .may haye been inflamed by rumours circulated —~ 
that Allied Gevernments were apposed to criminals of the type of 
‘Caruso reeeiving capital sentence, but I fear the principa 
cause was imefficieney of the Italian authorities who it is heped 
will take warming from the day's events. 
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(§ Dated : 1916364 


Rec'd : L9eeroa. 


From: A.F.H. Q, Q.7 
tO: aGWAR. 


Info: To US Forces, London. 
HQ COMM. ZONE (MAIN) SHAEF. 


NAF 787. 19th September, 1944. 


ERAL TEXT 


Allied Force Headquarters. 
AGYLR Tor Ccs. 

US Foress London for BCS. 
HQ Communication Zone 
(MAIN) SHARP. 

wilson. 

FHGEG. 


Here follows report on incident in Rome 18 September 
and action taken. 


1. The trial under Epuration Proceedings of Pietro Caruso 
former Fascist Chief of Police of Rome was. scheduled to 
open in Rome on the mornine of 18 Sentember. Before the 
Judges were seated and before Caruso had been brought into 
Court elements of the public broke into the courtroom 
clamoring for the lynching of the defendent. These 
elements then attacked Donato Carretta former Director 

of Regina Coeéli Prison who was present and was to have 
been called as a witness at the trial. Carretta was 
dragged from the courtroom, beaten, thrown into the 

Tiber and finally beaten tc death. His body was then 
taken by the crowd to the Regina Coeli Prison and tied 

to a Window grating. Military Police of the Rome Allied 
aréa Command cut down the body and dispersed the crowd 
Without difficulty. 


2. Adequate precautionary measures had not been taken 

by the Italian Police and Carabinieri AP individual 
Carabinieri made efforts to defend Carretta but effective 
leadership was lacking. 7 


5. Acting Chief Comnissioner Storj of ACC and Region 
\ | 3 


/Comnissioner 


i 

Commissioner warned then of necessity for preventing 
recurrence at resumption of trial which on his advice 
was postponed until 20 September - thus permitting 
arrangements for adequate police measures and for 
limitation of attendance in courtroom. Precautions 
Will be oles ae Officers of Region 4 ACC. Govern- 
ment Will issue statement deploring incident and 
stating Officers of Police and Carabinieri concerned 
nave been suspended pending investigation. 


4. icting Chief Commissioner further warned Bonomnl 
that if like disorders recurred it might be necessary 
to call out .llied Troops. If Government unable to 
preserve order allied Military Government would have 
tO be re-established over City of Rone. 


Oo» Bonomi and Sforza Tully appreciate the lessons to 
be learnt from the incident and are expected to 
measure up to their responsibilities. 


6. The situation is being closely observed and in the 
é€vent. or any deterioration - which 1s not expected - 
you Will be fully and promptly informed. 
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Following received addressed Personal for Prime 
Minister from General Wilson (ACIC/114). 


Begins. 


Reference your 5384 (GUNFIRE 272) of 19th. September. 


(1) accordance with Allied Policy responsibility for 
Civil Control in Rome has been for some time transferred to 
Italian Government to whom, on account of this outrage a 
severe warning has been given. | 


(2) A.F.H.Q. NAF.787 of 19th September gives full report 
of incident and action taken. 


Ends. 
2LLLS2A.> 


Deputy Prime Minister. 
Foreign Secretary. 

lst Sea Lord. 
V.0.1.G.8. 
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Defence Office. 


‘ ; 


, , 7 dd Ss 7 ’ 
de J ¥ 
’ saad Gan Ps ie ae 


From Adm rely, Se Pst ve eae 
Z IMMEDIATE 


ITE No e 089 


My immediately preceding. Herewith repetition. of text 
of: NAP 787 dated 191636A. 


Begins. 


‘Here follows report on incident in Rome 18 Septembe r 
and action taken. 
1. The trial under Epuration Proceedings of Pietro Caruso 
former Fascist Chief of Police of Rome was scheduled to open 
in Rome on the morning of 18 September. Before the Judges 
were seated and before Caruso had been brought into Court 
elements of the public broke into the courtroom clamoring for 
the lynching of the defendent. These elements then attacked 
Donato Carrctta former Director of Regina Coeli Prison who 
was present and was to have been called as a witness at the 
trial. Carretta was dragged from the courtroom, beaten, 
thrown into the Tiber and finally beaten to:death. His body 
was then taken by the crowd to the Regina Cocli Prison. and 
ticd to a window grating. Military Police:of the Rome Allied 
Area Command: cut down the body and dispersed the crowd 
without difficulty. 


Ze : Ade quate precautionary measures had not beech takén by 
the Italian Police and Carabinieri AP individual Carabinteri 

ret idee to defend Carretta but effective lcadership was 
acking. 


Oe Acting Chief Commissioner Storj of ACC and Region 
Commissioner warned them of necessity for preventing 

recurrence at resumption of trial which on his advice was 
postponed until 20 September = thus permitting arrangements 

for adequate police measurcs and for limitation of attendance 

in courtroom, Precautions will be checked by Officers of 
Region 4 ACC. Goverment will issue statement deploring incident 
and stating Officers. of Police and Carabinicri conecrned have 
been suspended pending investigation. sg henna : 


de ae Acting Chief Commissioner furthor warned Bonomi that 
if like @isordors. recurred it might be necessary to call out 
Allied Troops. If Government unable to preserve: order 
Allied Military Government would have to be re-established 
over City of Rome. — PR a recent: 
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and Sforza fully appreciate the lessons to be 
com the incident and are expected: to measure up to 
ir responsib ities. 


The ‘situation is: béing’¢losely observed dnd in the 
of any doterioration ~ which is, not expected = you will 
‘lly and promptly informed. | 
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TCO 1917072 
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AM, 8.5.0. 


GUNFIRE 272 | 19 Sentember 1944 
Personal and Top Secret. 


| Following for General \ilso atfrom Prime 
Minister. 


“no ls responsible for the atrocious 
lynching which took place in Rome yesterday? Such 
scenes reflect not only on the Italian Government 
but on the responsible military authorities. 
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FROM Parliamenta 


Sir Edward Cado 


No. 


- Dated 


Received 
in Regisiry . 


Rs italy 


20th Oct., 
1944 
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Control of Administration of Civil Justice in Rome 


‘ an asked the Secretary of 

State for War to what extent the United States and 

British authorities had control over the : 
administration of civil justice in Rome, and whethes 


vy The would make representations to avoid a recurrence 
17th Oct. 19 . 


of the recent incident when one of the parties to 
trial was seized by a mob and thrown into the ‘ee, 
Sir James Grigg replied that he had nothing to add 
to the reply given by the Prime Minister on 28th 
September. Two supplementary questions were asked 


by Sir Edward Cadogan. 
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i 72. Major Sir Edward Cadogan,—To ask .the Secretary of State fof Fordi oN ay 
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Italy, Civil Administration 

9. Major Sir Edward Cadogan asked 
the Secretary of State for War to what 
extent the American and British authori- 
ties have control over the administration 
of civil justice in Rome; and whether he 
will make representations to avoid a re- 
currence of a recent incident in the law 
courts, when one of the parties to a trial 
was seized by a mob and thrown into 
the Tiber. 


Sir J. Grigg: I am sorry this is a very 
short reply. I have nothing to add to 
what the Prime Minister said on this 
matter on 28th September. 


Sir E. Cadogan: Has my right hon. 
Friend discovered who is responsible for 
the administration of justice in Rome? 


Sr J. Grigg: Rome is in one of the 
districts or provinces handed back to the 
Italian Government, so that the primary 
responsibility is that of the Italian Govern- 
ment. The civil affairs personnel there 
are advising and controlling the Italian 
Government in relation to the armistice; 
they are not the executants of law and 
order in these areas. 


Sir E. Cadogan: Is there to be any re- 
vision of those arrangements, in view of 
what has happened ? 


Sir J. Grigg: I would rather like to have 
notice of that question. I should think 
the answer is, “* No.”’ 


To ask the Secretary 
or 4g 7 what extent the | a 
A an and British authorities have con- 
trol. over the administration of justice, 
civil, in Rome; and whether he will make 
representations to avoid a recurrence of a 
recent incident in the law courts, Whéenmh 
one of the parties to a trial was seized by 


a mob and thrown into the Tiber. : 


(Wednesday, 27th Sept., 1944 
War Office Draft Reply. 


The military authorities in Italy have 


no direct control over the administration 
of civil justice in Rome . Representations 


have, however, been made to the Italian 
Government with a view to avoiding a 


recurrence of the deplorable incident 


to which my honourable and gallant Frdéeéend 


refers. 
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te ould not do so. (R 15892 
722) . Ort ‘would appear therefore that the papers 


athe are practically all we have at present on the 
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“It seems desirable to get the events in question | 
cleared up before long lest documents go astray and 
those who took part in the events forget what actuall 
happened. At the game time it does not seem fair to 
burden our Embassy in Rome with more work, and it 
should be remembered that Sir Noel Charles was not 
present at the time. There may be much corresponden 
furthermore which has been collected by various 
Departments representing the War Office, P.W.E. etc. 


For the first step I suggest we limit ourselves 
to writing to Rome Chancery, inviting their views as 
to the best way of compiling an accurate record of 
what happened during these days and reminding them 
at the same time of our interest in that period. 
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Library to see. Sth February, 1945. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ROME. 


1. Oe 
lst. December, 194,. 


ire. 


Warfare Branch sources which apne de an expla 

which took place between the 24th July, when Mussolini 

and the 8th September, 1943. This period is often referred to as 

the "45 days" and a full explanation of what really took place during 
those days and especially on or about the 8th September, would be of 
profound interest.. Why did Badoglio and the King clear out? Did they 
leave any orders? Is their best excuse that in any case the King 
took the unromantic course of fleeing before the enemy in order that 
the continuity of legal Government could be carried on outside the 
German control in Naples? 


2. Mershal Badoglio has been bitterly attacked for his 
failure to carry out a coup on the lines of that successfully executed 
by the Rumanians when the time to strike at the Germans finally came 
for them. I wnderstand that his excuse was that he was making 
preparations for such a coup to take place in the third week of 
September. Allied insistence on his putting forward the announcement 
of the signature of the Armistice Terms threw his plans into confusion 
and the Germans were able to exploit the state of wunpreparedness in 
Rome to their own advantage. The original scheme of dropping a 
parachute brigade into Rome had to be abandoned because the airfields 
had been seized and the Marshal had no alternative but to flee. 
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D.F Howard Esq., M.C., 
Southern para gh 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 
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a sii of. a Joving: ‘ftrionaly Germany desirous of ‘ovopercting 
sic tic ‘good of Ttely. eS SS | | ; 


The. contanuel, rd: re. of Fascist protesate. on th e ‘pease ca in 
the: press mede the philo-Germans more hopeful of further gains 
. through incre:sing German influence; end every attempt Lapping the 
_inerec-sing flood of propagenda by the sim ole facts of itait 
nistory wes: immediately ‘repressed by the political police. Bi 


| ‘Italy u's heeded tor. ard suicide by Fescist wili end the com 
Dlicity of self-stylc@ intellectucls. Even military cpposition 

" Wes prects sae ped nil, the Royal Army ~- ~‘hich dissiguished itself so 
well in: the lest Worle Wer - having become the private »oroperty of 
the Fuscist varty to such in extént thet military honor end dignity 
‘vere buried undct « second fealty oath to Mussolini. Every officer, 
undcr co: uision, bound l:imself with « Pescist tessera to the 
Pescist “erty. & sc-le of political merit was set up. this served & @ 
besis for the formetion of the Commend units, large end small; «hid 

showed their tzue colors on tke occésion of the she meful surrender. 

to the Germens on 8th September 1943. | | 


This surrender undoubtcdly haa been 61; conned by the Germans. 


The idea, - of eee: és for all other things Italian, orisinated 
in the Munich Cente> 


The reason for the abicnne behavior of some high officers, the 
inexpiiccble cowardice of many Commands, the enbiguous ettitude of 
some Dersonclities, rioitary and civilien, and conve éll the fell 
of -well cGouipped sositions, without the honor of & single shot, 
would come to light if one could have é eLinpae at the nost secret 
| files of the Itelicn Centrel in Lunich, 

ee Gale | 

“LIL €vents of the three yeers of war were e-refully nlenned 
in . Munich.’ “£fter July 25th, the veluable complicity of the Fascist 
Stete no longer possible, the Munich Central wert into «ection 
uSing én equipment rerfectca by yeers of preveration. For the 
results, witness the events which occurred to Itely' s detriment. 


‘the me2ens ado sted will be described in: a separate 2@ p07"). 


ae oe per: minnie a 
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Rares piteke ame 4 
force the alliance with 


After 1! 7 , German citizens Seebn: 1 to come 2B! reads quietly: 
at first and then with ever- incr easing Fase ist backing. 


. Besides the. espionage br cavdsebioin solel¥ for military infor- 
mation such as the "Tourist Agenci Chiari and riva", with the 
seal "Chiariva”" of which mention will be made Jatge. ~=§«=—C AG ds 
wellito remember that the political penetretion preceded the mili- 
tary one, and often, like the police, had no contacts with the 
militery brenches of the ABWER. 


The center of the offices and the orpanizations for Italy was 
at Munich, Bavaria, with a complete file system and erchives wheré 
every one of interest to Nezi Germany was ecrupu Lously registered. 
Svecial attention wes naid to circles favorabl: to Germany and to 
those ready to become so with < little coaxing. very Italian city 
was minutely searched for favorable and unfevorable circles. Names 
of intérest were Gévided into three groups: | 

1. ¥Femes of use to the police and for diplomatic penetr<.tion. 

2> Nemes of interest in incustrial penetration and éxploitatim 

5. Names of erie to the tilitery dedsartment, pointed out 

‘to the Lccc of the ABER (leter the bmt Ausland Abwer in 
Tteliien! : 
home naturally wes the object of particular interest tor its 
exopeptional dinvlomatic vosition which was ouite unique in having 
diplometic-representatives of every nation in duplicete, to the 
Italien Govern: ent and to the Eol* see. 


In 1938 the work of tie. Italian center in lMiuinich wes so well 
developed thet it could give tae German stete orcanization’ an 
exact picture of conditions in Itely - puolic opinion, increcse or 
decrease of Fescist populebity, etc. .e give a few of the opinions 
which ..ere then asked at the Kunieh center and the corresponding — 
replies: 

To the question evout Itelian public*opinion in regerd to 
Gerneny it wes seid th t public opinion in Itely was contrery to 
ne theories and even to Germany, esoecially after the massacres 
i 1954, end more still afiter he occupation of Austria, 


In the middle classes enc in the people there were treces of 
tradit ion<e.1 end nevionel hatred. 


Only Fascist circles ena those eristocrits éevoted to Pascism 
couic be relied upon to be userul. | 


Following. up these res:its the work of penetr<tion in Italy 
vas inereased ané the net of personal ¢ein wes extended at any 
price. In the meantime influence was brought to bear on Fascist 
-propeg.nde which dic not i iention Austria accin and didnot speak 
of int bernel dissention in Germany, out instecd began: to build up 


ia. JA FEE informant who in the past. worked closely with the Ital- 
h Command writes the. following. ) , 


Ta 


h 


jn the woods, , Wo will nover ‘surri 


End of material from secret JIC. Report. 


Through JIC. we have received informetion ebout a mecting at Varvaro's 
“house in Palermo on 26 of October. . 


it this meeting it appears thot hiaro aprile stated that before 
the leaders of the party were orrcsted steps should be tcken, and that the 


time for odtion had come. This action is to be centered in eastern Sicily, 


and Dr. Concetto Gallo of Catania is to be the linison between that part of 
the islarfé and Polermo, 


Plans were inade to arouse the followers of the movement, and oa mem ber 
named Guocio has left the city to pass the along to the members inland, 
‘He wont. first to .lcamo. m area where there cre mny armed bands which sup- 
port the movement. ois expected back fram his trip on 3l October. . 


The Separctists o.:+ 1 they heve action squads ready, m ammunition 
dump, and a trensport sectim sct up. They clso clzim they Imve a fole- 
lowing in Worth ifrica. 

They heve organized clrendy to the extent of having embessies to 
effect relations between the movement and the Holy Sce, aaa the movement 
ond the Sovicts. The embassy to the Holy See, loccted in icireale, has 
beon working on propagende to intcrest Catholics in the mcvement ond with 
considerable success. Tho embassy to the Soviets is loccted near Messina 
ond is trying to effect relations botween the Separatists and Communists 


generally, with the oxception of Togliatti who is much disliked by member s 
of the movenent,- 


oT ee 


- ‘ssicmer REPORT Ho. 42, 
(ag contents: of this Report ore SBORET ond are for informction caly) 


te Pearson, SS:, 1k no Longe: neces ry 0 ti secrecy. : These 
statements ‘should be considered reliable ‘in view of the close relationship 
bet ‘Drew Pearson . and the Mhite House. Qn 27 Mey, 1944, Drew Pearson | 
archi speech ; “Commons ‘nin otc hak eis mae ee 
tenl ‘apancies oxisting between him and President Roosevelt. 
These diacrepenol es lie in. tho future status of Sicily ard India as well os 
‘in the possibility of the Ttalion islands in baa Mediverrancan hecoming 
‘British Havel Bases, ' 


‘The ‘Paat that Roosevelt. and Churchill had @iscussed ona are e discussing 
tic Boban status of Sicily cletrly signifies that this future stctus ought | 
to be different thon the actual status, that is it ought to be different than 
the status ‘of unity w ith Italy, because otherwise bene mould be no reasons 
for ‘ony discussion”. © 


The. Palormo- Ines. dents of 19 October 


“ Tt. “is with aay emotion that I notify you that 2 serious conflict 
has. throm all of Sicily into mourning: Hungry youths to wham the Italian 
government. _ has not been able to give bread or jobs, had started a- peaceful 
demonstration in front of the Prefettura of Palermo. The Italian goverment: = 
onswored with hand grenadcs and machine guns of thc Snbeude Division. We 
wish to express our indigmtion st such cow:rdly action". (shouts of "Dom 
with the House’ of Savoy, “the Italian goverment is a goverment of murderers) .. 


| The Sicilian ‘Céeiearieen then decided to sond a telegram to Toglintti — 
which reads: “The sicilian Communist Party representzted ct the first 
Netioné1- Congress for tho Independence of Sicily sti ises the policy 
of the Unitarian govermment. culminating in the cowardly aggression of wrkcrs, 
Women ond children by the soldiers of the King who were armed by you”. 
 Mikened) E, Dell'iric, General Secretary of the Sicilian Commmist sate 


The next day the. Congress. resumed its sitting md verious speckers 
took Lee, Some of the more lntereating comments : 


? 


. VV o Milldna gi (leader of the Sicilion Commmnist mr 


The speaker insists that the new Sicilion stcte.be given a Republican 
form,‘ He ‘proposes the constitution of a hie consisting of four 
ministers: | ae are | 


“Préaident of the Executive Committée 
Minister for Intorior 
liinister of Press ond Propaganda | 
Minister of Finance 

. Minister of Foroign i.ffcirs 


The proposal is hailed by shouts of "Lot us sot up 2 goverment", but 
CE RERR ERS, di spproved by bg Congresse — 


“VV 6 Di Piazza (Prosident of the Palermo Court) « 


| ‘This spenker:’ announces tho ‘edinitiiaiatic of the movement by tho 
_ Sicilim Christian Donocrats,. Ho recalls thet he ns been c Christian 
Democrat long. bef are. #ldisio WOS » (Shouts of “Death to ildisio"). 


Dem Gugit cine 2 Paterno Castollo (Prosident of Pe Youth Leaguo) 


-— 


Tho. speakor ‘sums ‘up tho netivity of the Separatist Youth Longuese 
He suaten. scihe 88 postions have bean sot te on the. po thet 85 moctings 
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1 Mini stor Baden once. stated, Ttaly is to be denied not 
shore S48 roason why an ‘equitable 
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The Sicilian coil 


? 
. 


ay believe. that tho - solution to tie Sicklion sath ata: will be found — 
shortly; it vi 11 perhaps be found bofore the Peace Conference which will 
then only heave “to ated a do facto situation", 


(JICi. comment: It. is peli eek thot Finoechiaro: is reforring to a 
possible coup d'etat in which the Soparatists would iron aiid the Itelian 
‘government in Sici ly). 


Tho Sonor ececienaat 


"The actual Itelian government calls itself Amogratte bat it is 
note». Togliatti is in Itely as ao delegate of Stalin and Russian Bol- 
shevism. ». Togliatti and Nonni are the power behind the Bonomi Government. 
‘They are shrewd. They aro. getting prepared: . For the moment they are 
granting concessions only to the Christian Democrats, but, in due time | 
they will also throw these overboard; Once Milon, Turin, and Genm are 


-libcrated, they will attempt oa totalitarian ooeney of as govermment and 
. the inste fiction of a Red pL oyatoresntp ee Pee TEAS ; 


The Ronomi sditiay Lanse has, failed; is states o Roman nows por, 


hess months of democratic fovernment mve clearly demonstrated 
incopecity of the Italian démocracy to rule the country”. 


Our movemont is proceeding stoadily sien its cim, In every 
*suggime the propaganda committoes ore collecting new members, It is a 
whole peoplo which is flocking to us, The Unitarion parties in Sicily 
are on-the decline, We have seen Communists tear bs their membership 
cards end join our movement" . 


The Political ferttes me joined separatism | 


"the adhesion of numerous political parties to. our movement is of 
comfort to us. They did not join-the movement on account of aur political 
shrewdness as has been said; but only on a4 spontancous impulse of freedan. 

Of thcse parties; the Parti to Siciliano del Invoro was.the first. Then 
come the Pertito Liberale Democrntico Sicili ano of which I ama member, 
the Sicilian Christian Domocratic Party, the Labourist Party, the Sicilian 
Socialists, Sicilian Communists, and Sicilion ~ ‘Socialist Communist Party, 
representative of our working classes". ip heae 


Conferences of. Moscow, Teheran , > Cairo, quebec; “ Statenonts made by Drew 
Pearson. = . | Bs 


"Wo knew that. Sicily hod "one mentioned in: the conferonces of Moscow, 
Tehoran, Cairo end Quebec, and that the exceptional importance. of our 
‘movorent hod been’ enphasized. We also knew that somp dis 7 

lies as to the future stotus of acs hal but: for tho good 
of our own “eause we rancincd discroct. ge we ; 
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“roley, however, : after the statenonts me, by ‘the cmericon newspaperman 
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iNWe Silvio Mieale 
ede “Paolo Cianci 
e Gastano Romeo. Noe ee oak Aaah 
ess Dott, Giuseppe Mdtroxio ieee ores “Caltanissetta 
2.27 oe — Pome. ers : : Tropand 
‘Pross office (clandestine) ~ fee ey 
° Pgs; . Prof e ivvs. ‘Uidpee. Galante , Catania 
Prof. “iivvi Francesco Restuccic. «Messina 
Silvestre Longo - Messina 
-;- Dott. Conestto Galo : Catania 


Finocchioro-aprile aativaned: a politiva2 report at the Congross. 
Some of the highlights of this cadress are: 


Peace Conference ‘nie ehoping of the | Post wor world 


"In his aod: of. 27 Mey, Churchill spoke of an-armed peace dic- 
tated by the Big Pow ers to Europe, and. failed to montion the part to 
be played by the smaller nations. His iden is that the. United States *.. 
Grect Britein, and Russia should domimte the world, dividing it among 
themselves. . Such « progremmé is not devoid of dm gors for the futitre. 
ond this his been. emptscized by other poople. I+ has been emphasized 
by a-man of high intellect, the Polish Premicr , MIKOLASZYK , ‘who stated: 
that all states which hed suffored the consequences of war should play a 
pert in ca durable peace, I believe we ought to ondorso the statements 
made by Mikolaszyk. ° if we have suggested’ that a Sicilian eee 
be admitted to:the-future Peace Conference, it is not only to back — 


Mikolaszyk's Tica tat oles” to solve the” specific problems of our own: 
land." 


- 
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Statements of Werio Verde’ cht the British jmbassador 


“Considerable camment has been rinde in the past few deys on. statements 
of the imcrican ond British governments denying any sponsorship of any move- 
ment cimed at the scparation of any pert of Italy. These statements are: 
not new, - They have a purely casual value.  Wherezs some Separatist 
groups-had stated that they were sponsored by -morica, and other groups 
by Great Britéin, both powers denied these statements md could not do 
otherwise to sefeguard the loyalty of their own reciprocal rolations. 

We cre pleased with these stctemats because: ‘they will help us to deny 

the absurd legend+crected by our menmies to the effect thet our movement 
owas finohciclly subsidised by either Great Britain or jmericn., But the 

. truth is a ‘independently fron. our owi actions, .morica and Great Britain 
‘Continue to be setively interested in | is y md it does. not appear cx if” 
th) Ss Ba Hl E consi 7 “th ce¢ +. ¥ aited to Salye 


 Golonial epirctions of eer Sicil oy 


"The perticipation of Sicily. in ithe eR Gaatior tine! is nécessary 
from mnother point of view it this conference, tho futuro of oll | 
colonies ou. have to be sottiled send we. gan not. but be it el at such 
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‘s notice; dated 21st October, has been posted thr oughout Pelermo. “nS aaralp 


which bY decree. of the Prefect forbids ye! mectings. To quote from sie 


t: ase of tho ec nperiny! of ped ntoins i Aap co order . ay mecting 
It is _ 
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ph From aoe present ‘date: until & new decision is made, in the- 
Province of. Palermo participation at. any meeting or assembly in public 
Places’ such as streets; Squares , courtyards , etc., is forbidden. 
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(2) -.Any violators of this decree vill be punished under the law, 
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(3). ‘The officers ‘and men of the public forces are charged with 
_ enforbirg: this destree:" : er é 
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. Separetist Congress et. Taormina. 
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the foglowing material is from the JICA report on tho Separatist . 
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‘Congress at faormina. : : ) 


"The following leaders of the Movezent wore presents< 


- 


On. Finoechiaro-iprilo and Mrs. ks ' | Ante 


mC? - s Gmtondno Varvaro ond Mrs. | ntagrens 
| = Ons Bruno adi Belmonto = | ) : Cee cape: 
; | fen ‘taake tascn. ER me a Ee : | oe 
Be De ts Qn. Le Rosa. A CRN ee Batis ne Pied cetteg ae 
ie Guglielno Petorno Cestello, President of the Separatist. = 
: aot oe | | | - Youth League. ig ol ia nia 
: oa Millimaggt) Expononts of the Sicilian  - © 
ee A avv. Dell'éric ) Communist Party ~- Separatist _ + 
a aed Cav; Concotto Battiato, leader of the Sicilian Labourist Party 
Ba te Sige Celogero Vizzini, lender of the branch of Separatists which 
4 ROR CIS RRR ike ; ee ghee  cleims support ofthe United States. 
Shien eee The Committee for the Congress was then appointed as follows 
es (*-\-. President: On. Prof. Santi Rindone’ Catanio 
ees . V. Président: = On. Luigi ln Rogn~ Caltagirone | 
P reetpren care Metin nn Cin vin ll? i a’ Concent — Messina | 
POR gee ao Rima Dott. Cav. Lucio Tasca — Palermo 
: eS: Dott. Francesco Pome. . 
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nsuava: -heatint ‘tn Germans, and: het 2. itary. word. fron. hin ‘would * | 
have brought about the. arrest. end” shoo ting not: only. of X, head of the 


-AntivGermania Service, but. also OF his gollabonatore.. Talamo died ~ 
~ without. uttering e. word,, . 


In edntr act it. is. ‘eontitasa thet ejdbies doftions fled, on “42 
Sentember,- ‘pbandoning ‘the srmoredad Corps @f which he was Commander, 
and bringing about the ‘disintegration of the troops under his com 


mand who would undoubtedly have heen ‘able to acct well and success— 
eve 


Returning to- the situation before the:8 Sentember, one can ¢ truly 
say thht obscure forces and fects just es obscure brought about the 

- tYagedy’ which followed. One can only stippose thet the Government was 

not informed of the German intentions through Secret. Service channels, 
as otherwise there would be questions to which there are no answers. 


why were no ‘pede taken to neutr elize the German action een if 
foreseen coulda easily have been crushed? 


: Why. in ‘spite of the desperate anneals of the enell ‘put active 
anti-Germania Service, was no.one- prepared to recognize the serious- 
ness of the actual situation? ee ) 


Why was: the head of- the Counter Fepionage stupidly given the job 
of finding a villa, using for this task the men of the. service at a 
time when they were needed fox more serious matters, even to ‘the point 
of refusing eny further information. ThGOT RANE German plans. e 


These are. very. serious questions. 


~ 


While the Government tried to. temper “the | ‘4 Heoriclusive chetter 
of the lést-minute. enti-fascists. abi politicians, a net was being wov- 
en in the nerve: centres: of ‘responsible and military.circles, which 
exrevented ‘clear. thinking enc stifled the military and, nationel sense 
of honor, bringing esbout the catastrophe of the. surrender. of the 10 
- Seotember, orelude to the disintegration of: the military forces end 
bean -destruction of ‘the Besson. a ‘the. Pi vcecahait & under German control. 


-_. 


tre ie - sl ee Oe 
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odd me brio. ie ad “thier ¢ wad 1 spelled tig’ ‘gtoot of a German et - 
‘egeinet the Government and against the whole country, and on the - 
other the SIM. and. the tolice authorities persisted. in their atti- 
tude: of complete, ‘4ndifference._ ‘Reports and wemnings of the tre- 
mendous events. which were in reparation followed each other with 
: ever Aneres aging acidity end. were. comaletely ignored. 


ee “Phe head of Counter Espionage in Rome, Lt. Colonel Talamo of 
the Garebinieri, who. received all the reports from the Lnti-Germanie 
Service, met Xx. who wes in cherge of the Anti-Germanie Service, and 
decided to take’ ae -firm.and energetic line wnd visit personally Gen— 


eral- Garbone, ‘aio had been CRAPS RES: head of §. 1.M. a, aoe ous or c= 
viously. : : ae 


This he did ena returned livia with rage saying that Genekel 
Carbone, after heving listened to his report. and references to the. 
oprevious wernings on the seriousness of the situation, interrupted 
him ‘and orderéd Kim to drop the matter . and to mobilize ‘the Rome Count- 
er Espionage te find a: luxuricus villa for himself and his son, ‘When — 
Lt. Colonel Talemo remained completely flabbergasted, he added that 
if the ville was not found within. a few days he (Talamo) would be 
dismissed from his. position as. head of Counter Eseionage. 


“Phe matter is so. fantestic ag to be almost incredible, and al-. 
though unfortunately It: Colonel Talamo was shot by the Germans on 
the 24 March 1944, the fact can be confirmed by his widow, who lives 
in Rome, Via Barracco No. 14, and will remember the outbursts of her 
husband, forced @s he wes by General Carbone to become a Bouse agent, 
while events ran:to their ‘tregic conclusion. 


Lt. Col. Talamo reported the outcome of his meeting with General 
Carbone to X, head cf the imti-Germania Service, and it was agreed 
that his orders” with. regard to their German surveillance should not 
be carried out as in fact they were not. 


X had confirmation of the brillient military abglity end honor 
of General Carbone when he saw him, on the 8 September, desert to the 
German enemy, leaving the Armored Corps of 34,000 men, who under his 
ordexs should heve defended Rome. 


Lt. Col. Telamo was errested and shot by the Germans. They were 
able to identify him as an enti-Germen. element on the denunciation of 
Signora Carrer, a German soy of Swiss nationality married to Salerno. 
$he was eble, with the help of a Lieutenant Colonel of the S.I1.M. (the. 
same who wished to abolish the ‘anti-Germania Service) to become an 
agent in the Itelian Counter Espionage Organization and wes thus able. 
to denounce Lieutenant Colonel Talamo. 


ie ‘The said German: Spy Cerrer, after the 8 Sentember, returned to her. 
job ag secretery tc Lt. Col. Kepler,of the 8.S at the Fmbessy and | 

assisted at the interrogation of the unfortunate Talamo, arrested by. 
the S$ on the 5th October, 1943. It has been duly confizmed that Tal- 
SMO. wes toxbured in otter to make him reveal the names of. Ital ene 
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| | te) HEeTDscHUCH, Enrico, scn of Fmil and Marian Heidschuch, born 
1B at Wachenheim on the 9 Juno 1895, YTepresenting himself. as an employee, | 
rosidcnt: in.Naptos,. with Identity, Card No. 2903208, issued at Naples 


if on eu Janu 1942: in. ‘reali ty e- ‘Tdeutcnant Cclonel in the service : 
of Ant. Aus Abwer , Karl cidéchuch, head of the Dienststello bAA : 
. ot Naptew. 2-25 :, ost oD oat gee ka ae 


_. (b) -FLEIGEL, Priist,: son of J 


ii ‘Rieda on 26 April, 1905, representing 1 msclf as.a Macats. rosident 

. | in Budenest, ‘with a German passport. No. 45, 19435. issued by the German 

3 consulate at. Budapest on 8 Januery 1943;-in re ity a member of the 

3 Gestapo, in. or with the* well known Itelian Ambassador: : ANFUSO.. | 
1M... . 2) BayER, Rudolf, son of Priedrick and Brunau Ide, born at— 

ja “Berlin on -19 fobruary 19US, resident and coming from erlin with ae 
| i - pe8sport No. 19. 6/43, issued in Berlin-on 6 July 1943. -Tolice | ) 

I...  offf{ei82 of the ¢. ‘J. to the German Emb- assy, in Rome one special .. CS ae 
. ee ‘Everything possible was done to cover this sugpcoted necting . 2 


A ie, | and the Anti~Germanic Service, at great danger. and risk, installed 


a micro-telephone. ao ae we pel Sot 6 t ouph ont ees 
o ea The conversation took pleée in en undertone and it was only . 
“< possible to hear disjointed: sentences and the following complete es 
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cast of the conclusion 
ons, a Beries of eve nts took 


‘stood at the time ehd which caused consié- 
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On the 17 August the ‘Italian Hi h Command, S.1.M. (Servizio In- 
x Militare),. wes. informed of the fact that in Pistoie ele- 
tie had set up ‘a Targe depot of German arms 
“ana Y that a ‘German capta’ n, was in league with variovs arméd Fascist 


PRM &. 


"groups, some headed hy army officers in uniform. — Key 


. : - 
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st it was also noted: that: strong reinforcements 

3. ee in civilien clothes arrived in Home and were furnished 

| “Z complete li st of all the hotels, pensions, buildings, ete., 
where: Germans’ were living, and a numerical summary of secret forces. 
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| UE gu. 2 O° was Siecoversa between the Armored. Div- 
ision. ‘CGentauro", formed exclusively of Fascists, and German instruc- 
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“tors. A: document revealed thet the "Centaurea" Division would pass 
at: Phe. moment’ X wnder™ German’ ‘orders and would o Operate in occupying 
ged positions, « 
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the ififormation was correct, for on ' September, this armored 


division ‘went ever to the Germans, | 2 
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‘The Murlich Centre played its cards quickly. 


: 


’ : . - ° 


-of the chiefs of the Mynich Center, a high 
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End of mater ial fro 


at this moeting it <ppears that Finocchiaro .prilo: stated thet before 
the leaders of the party wore arrested steps should be taken, and that the 
time for action had como. This action is to be contered in eastern Sicily, 
end Dr. Concetto Gallo of Catania is to be the linison between that part of 
“the island and Palermo, | : | 


j 
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Plens were made to arouse tho followers of the movement, ond a member. 
nomed Guccio has left the city to pass the wor along to the member s inland. 


e wont first to ilcamo, m area where thore are mny orned bends which sup- 
ort the movement, Ho is expected back from his trip on 31 Octobor. 
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The Separctists claim they havo action squads ready, on ammunition 
ump, and a trensport sectim sot up, They also claim they have a fol 


lowing in North ifrica. 


They have organized already to the extent of having embassies to 
effect relotions between the movement and the Holy See, and the movement 
ond the Sovicts. _ The embassy to tho Holy See, located in Acireale, 
beon working on propagende to intcrest Catholics in the movément and with 
considerable success. Tho ombassy to the Sovicts is located near Messina 
ond is trying to effect rolations between the Separatists and Communists 
gonerclly ) With the oxcoption of Togliatti who is much disliked by. members 


of tho movement, | age | ee a 
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liove that the solution to: the Sicdlion problem will be found 
it will perhaps bo foud'beford the. Pecce Conference which will 
have to ratify a de facto: situation", oe | | 
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(SICK Comment: Tt is belioved thot Finbochidro is referring to a 
possible coup d'etot in . which the Separatists would overthrow. the Italian 
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_ government in Sicily). - eo Ee s 


Tho. Boi nomi Government 
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"The actual Italian govornnent: calls itself democratic but it is 
* yipte. y Togliotti is in Italy as o delegate of Stalin and Russia Bol- 
shevism. ne Togliatti and licomni are tho power behind the Bonomi Government.» 
_-.. They are shrewd, They aro. getting prepared. For the moment they are 
: .granting concessions only to tho Christian Domocrats, but in due time 


_ they will also throw those overboard,-- Once Milan, Turin, and Gena are . 


“liberated, they will attempt’ a, totalitarian conquest of the govertment. and 
tho insta allotion of a Red’ Dictatorship. cae: : ans Ras at 
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Tho Bonomi experience has foiled, 4s: states o, Roman newspaper ; P 


three months of domdcratic government hve ‘clearly demonstrated the 
incapacity of the [toli ian democre.cy to rule the country”. ae 
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Qur movement is proceeding steadily: to ord its ‘oims” In every. 
cogrine. the. propaganda committees cre collecting now members. It is a 
whole people which is flocking. to Us» The Unitaricn parties in Sicily 
are-on the decline. We have. seen Communists tear up their membcrship 
cards end join our movement". | 
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The: Political Parties which joined Separctism . 
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Bes sath "tho. adhesion of numerous political partios to our movement is of 


comfort to us, . They did not join the movement on account of our political 
‘shrewdness as has been sdid, but: only on a spontancous: impulse of. froedan. 
Of these. parties, the Partito iciliano del Lavoro was the first. Phen 
‘eome the Pertito Libercle Demoeretico Siciliano of which Iam a member , 
the Sicilian Christio Democratic Porty, the Labourist Party, the Sicilian 
Socialists, Sicilion Communists, and Sicilion . Socialist Communist Party, 


ropresontative of our working classes", 
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a (rhe contents of, this Fepor’: ore, sucrer ond. dre for: snfometion ay). 


x be naintoin seorecys Ties i 
L be, pol nsidered reliable in view of the. close relotionship 

Pea and the” - On 27 Moy, 1944, Drew Pearson ~ 
| 4 “1h arch ving: piers in the: “Canmns. ‘Lost week has thrown a new light on 
‘the: cited dis croepancios existing) between -him ond President. Roosevelt. 
These ‘discrepancies lic in tho ‘fabure. status. of Sicily ond India as well as 
in the possibility of the Italio islahds"tn: ‘the Hediterranean ‘becoming 
British Navel BPROS.’ | | a 


Ce fact: that Roosevelt and. Churchill had Si obieed. ond are ‘discussing 
the future status of Sickly: clearly signifies that this future status ought — 
to be different thon the actual status, thot is it ought to be. different than . 
the status of eet with Italy, because otherwise vhore would be no reasons 
-for any discussion". one a : 3 Hepes er es, ‘ 


‘* . 
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‘The Palormo Incidents of 19 October 


"Tt is with deep emotion that I notify you that a sorious ene ee 
has throm all of; Sicily into mourning. _ Hungry youths to vhom the Italian 
government has not been: able: to givo bread or jobs, had started a peacoful . 
demonstration in.front of the Prefettura of Palermo. +The Italian governmert 
answoréed with hand grerindes and machine .guns of the Sabauda Division. * Wo .. 
wish to express our indigmation ot such cowardly action", (shouts of "Down 
with the House of Savoy, “the Italian ETSI OH, is a goverment of murderers) . 


The Sick lion Communi: sts then decided to send o telegram to Toglintti 
which reads: "Tho sicilian Communist Party represontated ot the first 


Netional Congress for. the Inde Be fog ce of Sicily rs the policy 
of the Unitarion government culminating in the cowor aggression of w sect hie 


women ond children by tthe soldiers of ths King who were armed by you". 
Sigged) Be Deli'iria, Generel. Secretary of. ‘the Sicilian Communi st Party.» 


The noxt day the Congross resumed its ‘sitting md verious speckers 
took Bo be Somo of the more a bor ve yene comments + 


AVV. MLLLimagi (ender of the Sicilian Conaininihert Party) 


; The speaker insists that the now Sicilian state be given a Repubi-oan 
forms He Peyennee the constitution of a ibd aga orale consisting of tour 
ministers: . 


‘ . 


Presi dent. of. this: Executive Comittos 
Minister for Tatorior i ek 
‘Ministor of Press and Fropegands 
Minister of Finance 
Minis tor of: — hfoirs 
The proposal.’ is. hail ed by shouts - of. "Let. us ‘sot up aN covusiient" but 
it:.is of fled aka. disapproved by the Congress. sil Rea i TRO 8 ) 
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“AVVe. Di Piazza (Prosidcnt: of the Palormo Court) 

This’ Sita ammotneds the gotivtllatisicts of tho . novenetit by. tho 
Sigilion Christion Democrats; - Ho recalls. thet ‘he ms been a Christicn 
epeneey long “bef are Aldied. o wos. *, Chouts | of "Death to. dabelen}+" 


” Don Gu Liclmo Paterno Gastolte (President of Sope Youth Lesage) 


ihe ‘speaker sums up tho activity. of the ‘Sept rotast | Youth Sidi: Par 
He states Mhat: aed mertiony, Babi besianie sot ~. on : the islon » thot a5 moctings 
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of an armed. peace dic~ 


rogromme is not dev eg of "aengere for the | 
eae Mh Polis poople. It has been emphasized 


res e ore of belive ‘we. 
made by. Mikolaz ayk. If we have st gec' | 
in | © Peace son ference ay ie Tt Soe aay to bal 


¢ problems of our own ” 


Statements of 
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’oopsiderab. CMMEY, NAS DHCON MAG t past. few deys. on: statements 
the Amorican ond Brit sh governments denyihg ony sponsorship. of. ony move- 
ment simed ot the separat af. | 
ROWs - They have a. purely casual, valuo. 
groups had stated that they were sponsored bj 
by Great Britain, both.-powers., denied. theses 
to safeguard: the. aye fy of their own reciprocal relations. 
sased mae ae All help us to deny 
ect that our movement 
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-end were comple . ely. 
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Espionage. in Ome» ‘It. Colonel Talemo of 
eri, ‘who ‘Yeceived all the. reports fron. the Lnti-Germanic. 
Service, ye x who wes in cherge of the Anti-Germanie Service, and 
A de e &:firm end energetic line und visit personally Gen- 
oO “ha. en appointed head of S. TM. a few, 


‘ 


s he “ada and ‘returned livia with rage saying that Genc¥el 


rn: 


we 


Carbone, after heving listened to his Teport and references to the 
previous warnings.on the ‘seriousness of the situation, interrupted 
him end orderéd‘him to drop the matter and to mobilize the Rome Count- 
ex Fegionage te find e luxurious ville for himself and his son,. Wher 
Lt. Colonel Talamo remained completely flabbergasted, he added that 
if the ville was‘not*found within a few days’ he (alamo) would be 
-Gismissed from*his position: as heed of Counter. ‘Es piona, 
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_ The matter is .s0 fantastic as to ‘be almost. incredible, and el- 
though unfortunately. tt. Colonel Talemo. was. ‘shot by tha, Germans on 

the 24. March 1944, the fact can be confirmed by hig widow, .who lives 
in. Rome, . Via Bar¥raoco ‘No. 11, and will-remember the outbursts of her - 
husband, forced es he wes by General Carbone to become a Bouse agent, 


while events ran to their tragic conclusion. 


~ +e 


Lt. Cal, Talamo reported the outcome of his meeting with General 
Carbone to. 5 head of the inti-Germania Service, and it wae agreed 
that his orders with regard to their German surveillance should not 
be carried out as in. fact they were not, 


. X& had confirmation of the brillient miliary ability and honor 
of General Carbone when he saw him, on the 8 September, desert to the 
German enemy, leaving the Armored Corps of 34,000 men, who under his 
ordex® should have defended Rome. 


- 


It. Col. Telamo was arrested and shot by the Germans, They. were 
able to density him as an enti-German element on the demwugeiatien of 
‘Signora Carrer, a German soy of Swies nationality married to Salerno. 
She was eble, with the help of a Lieutenant Colonel of the S.I.M. (the 
same who wished to abolish the Anti-Germania Service) to become an 
agent in the Italian Counter Espionage Organization and wes thus able 
to ceneinge. Lieutenant Colonel Talamo. 


— 


-, The said Germen Soy Cerrer, after the 8 Sentember, returned to 
jcb e a8 scoretory tc Lt. Col. Kapler of the S.S at the Embessy and 
assisted. at the interrogetion of the unfortunate Talamo y arrested ‘by 
the SS on the 5th October, 1943. It Bas been duly confirmed that Tal- 
emo was. tortured in order to make. him reveal the names of Italians 
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ee In contr ast. itis confirmed that General: Corbone fled, on 12 
‘ee ‘Seatenbar,: ebandoning the Armored Cores @f which he wes Commander, 
a end bringing: about tife disintegration of. the troogs. under. his com - 


es. mand who: would undoubted] have been able to: fight well -end* suceess— 


on . . ' , by - 4 
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Returning’ “$0. the situation before the 8 September, one. can truly 
‘say that obsbure’ forces. and fects just as obscure brought about the » 
tragedy whi ch followe€.. Ohe can only suppose that the Gavernnent was 
not informed of the German intentions through Secret Servite els, 


> 


28 otherwise there would ‘be questions to which there. are no engwers. 


” 


Why. were no: steps: taken to. neutrelize the German action which if 
foreseen could easily have been crushed? | 
| ae Wry, in. ‘Spite of the desperate apneale of the sneli but active 


Anti-Germania Service, was no one prepared to recognize the serious- 
ness of the actual situation? : : 


Way was the head of the Counter Fspionage stupidly given the job 
of finding a villa, using for this task the men of the sarvice at a 
time when théy were needed for more serious matters, even to the point 
of refusing any fur ther information regarding German glans. 


These are very serious questions., . 


While the Government tried to temper the inconclusive chatter 
| of the lest-minute anti-fascists,abi pc lificiansy, a:'net was being wov- 
n in the nerve centres of responsible and military circles, which . 
orevbntee clear thinking end stifled the military and nationel sense . 
of honor, bringing about the catastrophe of the surrender of the 10 . 
se otember, prelude to. the disintegration of the . military forces and 
the destruction of the netion:in the. territo ory: under German control. 
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SECRET REPORT ON comp TION Ss It LIBERATED: ITALY 
- 42 . a 


The contents of this Feport are SHORET ev? fox: information only. 
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GECRET ITALO-GERMAN coutaporarrow: AFTER one 25 JULY (1943 


PART IV — SERI. US RESULTS AND TRAGIC ENQUIRIES 


(NOTE =.Parts I ana II of this report, which was. supplied by a Right 
Wing collaborator formerly employed by the Italian. High Command, a0— 
peared in the Confidential Liberated Italy Consolidated Reports ‘Nos. 
37 and 38 of 7 and 16 October, rdspectively, Fart [II searicnataes in 

the SECRET SUTiLEMENT to ‘Consolidated. sisi No. 41. 3 
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During the 15 igie preceding the broadcast of the. eonclusion 
of an armistice with the United Nations,.a series of events took 
place which were not understood at the time and which caused consid- - 


erable bewildernment. aS ee ee 


On the 17 August the. Italian High Coianiine: S. 1M. tienda In- 
formazione Militare),’'was informed of thé fect that in Pistoia ele- 
ments of the Fascist Militia had. set upy.a-large depot of German arms, 
and that a German captain was in league: with various armed Fascist 
groups, some headed hy army officers in uniform. oe Sees 


Un the 20th August it was also noted. that atrong reinforpenents- ee 


of the §.S. in civilian clothes ‘arrived in Kome and were furnished: 
with a complete list of all the hotels, pensions; ‘puildings, etc, » 
where Germans were living,. and a numerical. — af secret forces. | 


Un the 23 August 2 plot was @iscovc2. 7k between the Armored Div- 
ision "Centauro", formed exchisively. of: Fascists, ‘and ‘German instruc-— 


tors. <A document revealed thet ‘the: centaura" Division would pass... 
at the moment X undor German orders ene would, reeves in “occupying, , 
pre-arranged pOsitions, ae 7 


$i 


The ififormation was corvéct. for’ ‘on 8 September, this armored | 
division went over to the Germans. 3 Lae | 


- 


The Munich Centre played its cards quickly.’ 


- 


on the 1 August one of. the ghiefs ‘of the “‘Mynich See a high 
functionary of the Gestapo and friend of Himmler, arrived in Rome & 
put up at the Hotel Ambasciectori. . He wes identified by. ‘the Anti—:* 
Germania Service as Signer Ger schow Weldemar,. son of Max and Mar- 
gherite Steinmann, born et Mannheim on the 3 January 19095 carrying 
a@ passport st eting thet he’ wap a ‘business an oer and - Seas 
from Milan. cy Po Mecelgns eee aM 2 ee | 


Gerschow got in touch at: onee. with, Pascist ‘elémerite in. the site. 
‘SEORET Bee rte op eg eee er ae 7 
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istry of the Interior, end with the well, Jmowh rrefect ESTA. 


vn the | 30. August ‘ehother: high functionsry formerly : ‘a frequent 
:: -wisitor~to ‘Italy,..: 


szrived from Berlin to dct es liaison between the 
Oentralc Italien: nd the ‘Abwer; he wes at once identifica. as’ FRNST 


WALTER , son of John and Josephine. Waltcr, porn in Vicnne on 16 oUcto— 
-Dor, 1911, domiciled in Naplcs. ‘ He alsc put ug at the Hotel’ Anbes~ 
cietori where he was -_ fenced cont: Ct with ‘Ger'schow ae ‘the German 
en: 


es a ’ * 
e - ° ** 


_On the 28 ‘bugust, in. a room of the Hotel. excoleior® 17 eine 


_Gerschow wis in confcrenee with four people, onc. MORES S Wow sis aame 
and the other three identificd ; 23. follows: » 


Pa +. * , 


“Jechenkicim on. the 9- June - 


Ca): -HEEDSCHUCH,. “Barice, ‘gon ‘of Bnil. wine sei aed Headeohaeh, born 

Se.3 4895," representing: himself es an, employee, 
resident in Naples,. with- Identity’ Card. No. < 2903208, issued at Naples 
' On. Qu:January 1942: in-reality e ‘Licutenant Colonel in the service . 

of Amt. dAuslend Abwer Karl Bo ccs head of the Dicnststello - Lis 
et Naples. - ee | eee 


(). FLFIGEL, Ernst, i a Julius and. nine eae. Sas at 
Rhede on, 26 April, 19U5,. representing himsclf as a Director; resident — 
in Budenést, with a German passport No, 45/1943). issued. by the ‘Germen 
consulatc at Budapest on 8 Januery 1943; in reality a member of the. 
Gestapo, in. contact with the. well known Itelian Ambassador ANFUSO. 


(ec). BAYER, Rudolf, son of Friedrick and Brunau Id, born at 
Berlin on: 19 February 19US 5 resident and coming from Berlin with 
pessport No. 19 8/43, issued in Berlin on 6 July .1943.. 


- Police 
official of the $.8. to ‘the German Emb=ssy, in Rome one ‘special 
mission, — oo : a 


Everything possible was “Nano ‘te cover this: suspected mocting. : 
end the 4nti-Germania REFPECS) at Great eee” and risk, Snstniied © 
a etore-telognane... . guck wer : 


phe conver setion +oo0k a1ldae in ons inhetens’ ead it wes only 
possible to hear: disjointed. sentences: 


amt ‘the following’ Comp TTE 
sentences: : et Gag ee ee Cees, ea oe 


MTS | i's’ nécessary [oe work 


oaitily end silently: beveuse ‘these 
pigs of Itelians are arranging for.an Armistice with the enemy, and - 


as s00n. a6, possible bad wit lay dcwn their arms and SEES: EREOAS 
us." ~ . 


A hed e 


It. wes clear that Seed bia. was in the air and that the 
Germans hed agents in many foreign end Italian circles. 


The fact was et once reported to the Ss. I.M. and 2 Licutenant- 
“ eolonel- said; "This Anti-Gormania Service, started by X, looks on 


; 


the black side cf things. It would be a good thing to do awey with 
it befere we heve trouble with the Germans." JI identified this 
4 Colabal. of. the: iio, aged Paste. sic bi ri ‘those who eget on ee 


mee. Oar © were 
4 ~— a ae bd 


Psychol ogical Varf ° Branch ‘ 


Contral- D. Section; Liborntod Italy . . November 16, 1944, 
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SICILY - Aftermath of 19th October in Palermo 


Separatist Congress ot Taormim 


and even OF. whole Givisisne. 


* 


. 


The government strugg ed t> remein in control of the situation 
‘but lost itself in the details of internal policy in order to sat- 
.efy the anti-Pascists. The letter, suddenly coming to life on the 
without “ussolini and without a Fascist Terty, felt then— 
eives lions and gave themselves up to the most absurd reections. 
War 2: ngs issued by serious peOple about the G,, rman menace received 


_| the answer thet the dead of the lest war or Garibaldi or Mazzini- 
would help to drive the Germans out of Italy. pees: 


. 
: 


x ~ 


This was vain rhetoric on the part of mediocre men who were 
also. presumptuous and scared, but it obliged the Badoglio governmi:t 
to devote precious time to superficial questions raised by s0-call-* 
partics scheming. for power. 


. 


Another heln which the Germans received was that General 
Carboni was appointed head of the S.I.M., and, unbelievable eas i 
may. seem, also head of the motorized Army Corps to. which th: defence 
of Rome was entrusted. These two positions in complete and fatal 
contrast to each other ennulled each oné's usefulness and the holc 
ing of them both by one man had the expected results. 


_ 


Was it chance? No it was not. Chance does not explain the 
‘failure of the S,Iym to function, nor why Kome could not be liber-— 
lated, nor why Mussoli escaped, nor a great meny other stupefying 


joccurrences, which worked to: the advantage of the Germans. We will 
ytry to consider these matters in their ;: _Opex order and draw the 
flegical conclusions from the course cf events. 


» 4 in. o: dor +6 prenere. iiantii. se ai tion; 3) To sato tage or siiliaals all 
. Italian armed bodies by establishin; obscure and doubtful contacts 
es § vith commanders and headquarters; . 4) to discover end get possession 
= of Mussolini, whose personality was indispensible for the setting un 
ot. a pannet government similer to that ‘which. ‘existed in several cou: - 
ltrics in Furone. . It must: be sami tted: that these Balad were suc. 
, oesatulzy” attained. | 


on 


; we must ask whet wes ‘dine to prevent ‘the Germans reaching ther 
Objectives; a simple renly can be given to this question, AES ; 


| 
| It is known fron: the above mentioned service called Anti-Germer ' » 


lend from the copies of the reports. which it sent to the §s. IM. (Ser~ ~ 
vizio Informazione Militere) that the S.I.M., i.e. the High Command 
were dai ly anformed both verbally and in writing of the German men— 
lace. It is not clear however whether the S.I.M. informed the Bedo- 
jglio Government or not end whether the heads 2f the Army High Com 
mand were informed er not. The archives of the Anti-Germania serv- 
ice are proof of 211 this, and heave. been oreserved almost - a ee 


entirety. 


a We go. on. therefore to ‘disélose the true identity of the Munich 
jagent, the nerson-who had contect with Muti, with the head of the. 
{police Chierici, with the Unde. Sedretery of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs Albini, with Buffarini-Guidi, with tie Vommender of the Pas-— 
jeist Militia and with all the other dark ectors in the. drama, not — 
jexcluding certain military. leaders to whom: it will be neaessary to 
devate a spdcial chanter. This man, Commender F. Hildebrand},aged 
42, of medium high and. with a. slight fanehibeck, wes SANA in- 


telligernt end brazen. 


| «He arrived in Rome with the les 2.3% Wasiblc. ai splay: established 
himself at the rensione delle Legazione in Vig Regine Elena, soning | 
from Milan where he had orgeni zed and controiled Yarious centres of 
#nformation for the Abwehr, ene which was the ¢hiara and Sommerivr 
Traveling A, ~ency. ) 


oh 
| ] | (his: man speeke Italian, biel das aa French ukcedats well ana 


{ 


lis e most dangerous pereen because of his excentional ebility : ‘aad 
jintelligence. ) 


{The mode&t tenor of Hy ldebrendt's life should not cause surprise 
for it is only in American detective novels that secret agents live 
in grand hotels and trevel in sumptuous motorceers with flashy women. 
ip reality secret egents. often live in boarding houses and private 
houses and often trevel on foot. i 


2% Our man had excellent cover. We find him as administrative oa 
ector of the firm Orenstein and Kottel, at Via delle Terni ya. 

| [the same building which housed thie firm, actually on the floor a- 

_ [bove, was the Tensione Hallier with a sce2>1a entrance in Via Torino 
195." “the Penatone nallier ig en old acquaintance. ee ae eee 


‘SECRET 


: a $ ‘Dolmann Qivea and met his’ secret contact there, and Himmler 
“fiearen Snare subsequently, of. course incognito. 


In. 1943. the xvensione served the purposes of Hildebrandt. this 
1a man was in touch with. the. verious German offices and his cover was 
* texcellent. In this way he had ‘contects with the German Military 
"“WWaiseion to the Italian High Command. This Mission was nothing more 


jthen the central service of the Abwehr in ‘Ttaly ox rather of ‘the Am 
_— -~ Abwehr. in Italien. 


| _At.the head of this: office was an active officer, Colonel of . 

beeridie): Steff Otto He siferich. . Other contacts of the hunchbeck were 
tmade through Dolmann at secret meetings in the Hotel Ambassador in 
. jRon-registered rooms to which were ‘summoned at night the head of the 
Ttalian oclice Chicrici ‘end the Undersecretaries of Home ig casa 
— and Buffarini. 


a Day “hese meetings were made possible by the maneger of the hotel 
: avaliere Gelanti Tomesucci (probably now in Florence) who enjoyed 
ithe confidence of the pclice and was a member of the Fescist party. 


bey jit was through these individuals that the Germans were eble to find 


ut where Mussolini was, and to obtain a great many other items of 
basential information as regards petrol dumps, munitionsdumps, etc. 


The Latter were in fect among the first things occupied on the Sth 
September. 


j 


The head of the. pe lice was able to give exact infcrmation with 
regerd to the strength of the police force and the armaments availa 
An Rome, end also to give Girections for the seizure of certein high 
officers who thus-were not able to put-f&p eny Opposition to the Ger- 
mans on the 8th September. By means of outers nee they also put the 
ipOlice forces. under Germen command. 

: ay The normal counter~esnionage’ service came tc a stendstili every 


 ftdimg it; was faced with:questions involving the Germans, but the Anti 


Germenia Service on-the cther-hend investigated baktexs: iz detail om 
had to be careful egeinst disclosure even to Italien Commenders. 

Doubt and suspicion filled the eir. Everybody seeued tc be eitl 
ex an agent or an informer or. e: German sympathiser sac it wes in this 


mnho;le some atma sphere that the Anti-Germania service vatinued its 
ork until 5. JUNC, 1944, 


, 


: ‘The notorious hiererch Fttore Muti was in clese contact with 
‘Hildebrandt. and l.ershel Kesselring but Lt. Taddei of the Carabinieri 
 lerossed his path. and. the encounter was fatal for ruti wio wes killed 


during e clandestine mecting with German parachute sections dropped 
at Frogene: siti | or ) 


ES many had ected like. Lt. Teddei the 8th September would not 
ave been a fetal dey fox Itely;iit is a great stroke <i fortune that 
his »fficer. meneged to, gvedc the Gormana during the- clendestine oezs 
od and is today in liberated Italy. | 


“SEC a? 


= eh. and 16th vetober, 4 44, : Rea; ent ¥633 4 A fourth | dna i seonelud 
[part will appear in padSede. report) . y ne 

| °.. We have reached. the morning of ‘July 25, when ot approximately 
three o'clock the tragic Grand Council came to an end, and the motor- 
‘cars of the Gerarchi who had taken pat in the assembly were — = 
| away ‘with unusual rapidity, . 


! _ ptter the noisy voting of the order of the dey, sobbed eer’ 
}Grandi, and the vote of no confidence in ‘Mussolini which resulted 
from it (approved by 19 votes in fayour, 7 against, and one absten- 
tion), the German agent in the bosom of the Grand Council, Robderte 
|Farinacci, noted for not. having’ taken nart in the Great, War of 1915- 
1918, left Dalazzo Venezia hurriedly, mekKing his exit by-a side door. 
He got into a German car which was evidently waiting for this: neo- 
Ganleiter and sped hastily to the German imbassy to nake his report. 


; 


It-is interesting ‘to note that. the. order of the day proposed -/ 
-Ferinacci, and receiving his vote alones besides propeosing a vote cf 
| 20 confidence in Sussolini asked for complete German control of Iteiy 
and. the handing over of the italian army to the Germans. This order 
of the day in line with German plans was read, recommended and eV@ls— 
‘ually withdrawn by Farinacci alone, sho wing in the most unequivocal 
_|jmanner that the Grand Council as a veers was | diatinotly — Ger- 
men interference in Italy. 


|... We have therefore reached the initial stages of that tédade 
‘Bace, between three c-nspiracies (see far%.II)4i The 25 July will 
sce the Fascist hierarchs informing the Crown of the vote-of no cone 
fidence in }ussolini, the High Vommand taking steps to neutralise _ 
Fascism, His ejesty the King receiving Mussolini at 16.45 hours end 
‘ordering his errest-by the Carabinieri when he. left the palace, and 
finally the Germens, from 14.060 o'clock onwards patroling Via Cassia 
}and.Vie della Camilluccia in order to seize Mussclini, the latter 

| being expected to call as usual: on his notorious: mistrses Pee | 
tin the Via della Camilluccia, 


fhe Germans waited until the eae ont at the first veaue ru- 
mours ‘about the resignation of Mussolini they understood they had been 
antici pated in their intention, Moreover they cculd no longer held 
| back Farinacci, whe wes seized by the fear of being captured by the 
| Carabinieri. _ Ferinacci put ‘en the uniform of es German officer and 
ni roached, tower ae: the nerth, eqoorted by 5.5. from 
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azi German) _would follow. ‘Bat this aa. not’ happen, » and when: 

communi qué -announced that "the war continue" the German 
1g had been lo st end that their position 

34 could ‘be retrieved if they played for time with the new Itelian Gov— 

| | t. Fesentially it was clear ‘thet Italy was now aiming at 

| neace end at renouncing the Nazi-Fescist allience and the question 

}for the Germens wés t> get in first, create sedition in Italy: end 

4 e@henge. the situation before the Italian SOW SR TESE could — 

-.; | the ends which it had. set itself. 


-. “In Pact, the hasty decleration of an stuiwtice, tae chao s wht 

| followed and contredictury estimates of the military situation al- 
lowed. the Germans tc attain their objectives two days efter the 8t 

{ Sentember} “getting control of the capital, the militery H.Q., the 

| bdenks and everything else. - This shows thet the Germaris in the. spaces 
16f 45 days were able t: recover from the blow which — —_ re- 
eee cn the 25 July. 


| 


Mussolini *s disannearance made the Germans. wild with rege, and 
‘epi demended from the Italien Government explanations which they 
‘Never. got. In the night of 26.27 July, Berlin sent special instruc-— 
| tions to’ the German: nolice-'‘atteched ‘to the German acetal and tO 
| dnecial agents in Italy to find Mussolini. — fg 
ae f 


The Duce was tco ‘importent e ecard in the Garmen game for them 
tO acce ot his loss withcut a struggle. Thus began the hunt for 
. {Mussolini by the Germens end it.ended <2 11 September 1943 with the 

so-called liberation of the Duce on the Gran Sesso. 


© Himmler errived in Home on 29 July in strictest incognito’ end 
_plett again on the evening of the 3eth after having had ay eenespne 
| and secret conver ‘setions. 


-The notorious Dolmann was wxtzouels active end it was. a ‘misteke 
: not tc have arrested him.. If this had been done in an: unofficial 


way the whole trein of treachery which was about to take nlace would 
have been brought under control, and perhans many ‘things would noi 


have happened. ‘Dolmann's arrest might have taken place in absolut 
_| secrecy; suggestions were in fact made tc the appropriate authori- 
ties, withvet however any decision being taken ‘in the matter. 


of: oS ee reql life and soul of the German clandestine organi zatic. 
- {o£ the centre et Wunich wes neither Dolmann nor the AmbasBador, nc. 
- {other -neagle -often mentioned oF cited in official re ports. This 
fperson was.entircly unknown to. _enybo dy end was. dddéntified only by 
a. cextein. "Anti-Germania" service about which nobody was or is in- 
formed. | | 


cae | > SW Daring the first nart of august rest German atti tine: can ev Ss ‘2. 
ae nerized as follows: 1) To adopt an ettitude of mistrust and cir- 
i Teunspection tawards the Badoglio Government, and to ettempt to geir 
: “Temes 2) te develon contacts. with Fascist eloments and formations | 


7. 


, SECET 


“phe  Cetean. plan wes Mebne’ fron the start by he Re of the 


. Uae ak actor, as the first move was to have been the ‘scizure ha 
. Mussolini, His - disanpearance under close pitant btéuekt. the. German 
_. -machinery to a sudden stop; ‘and-as it is e fact ‘proved by the exper— 


- fence of the ages that the Germans are completely incanable of cchang- 


a “ing a fixed plan in a burry, the whole scheme came tii a halt; Not 


tiil- three days leter did orders come through to. locate Mugso Lins and 
it is well know that Mussolini: was continuelly. moved around t9 nre-- 
‘vent the Germans from finding him. epee 


The Fascists. who had, in the Grand Council, net ‘the ieee vo the 
powder, ware thunderstruck by the results and were scon fully occu- 
nied. seeking assurances of their nersonai safety from the new Badoglio 
government, which in the meantins sas Carrying .ut by the agency of 
.General Cirbone nur srous arrests of Fascist leaders and generale of 
known Fascist end ero-Germean tendencies. 


The Munich Section was taken comnleteiy by sur prise. There was 
no a. ternative plan, as no one had dreamed that the Xing would take 
matters into nis own hands. Thete.was thus en actual lull during 
-which Italy might heave broken wwey from Nazi Germany; but the Gov- 
ernment, caught un in the- whirlwind liquidation of Fascism, was too 
susy with home effairs, while the Ministry of Foreign Affairs could 
not be trusted es during the F-scist regime it hid become an associa- 
tion for contisband and illicit sneculaticn, — 


Thus. nassed. the Gpnortune moment for winding up the Ttalo-German 
stiiance and the ¥ynich oe with the active’ cooperation of other 
 geere s+ Géermen agencies, set tc work energetically making Un for lost 
time as regerds the dickgestad develoment of the itelian- situation, 


Here it must be pointed -ut that, whereas it is now claimed that 
F's ascism was liquidated by the more or less democratic forces of anti- 


‘Ba ascism, . such assertions are disproved by histericel facts. 
eintul ruth is ‘hes the lauded anti-Fascists in Italy and 


‘abroad icax at ine end cf Fascism and the arrest of Musseulini on 
the morning . 25 July, a arose t: exploit to their own adventage 
the situction brought. about without their knowledge, creating legends 
end claiming non-existent virtues, without worrying in the slightest 
about the German menace which was gathering over Italy. | 


hy = 
in 
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| A superficial view of nolitics, nexrsonal embition and vanity, 
the love cf nointless Speeches and discussions, trammeled anti-Fos- 
ism as they had rFuvsemRy tram=eled Fascisn, and cleared the way 
fox the tragic events of Sth Sentember. 


Questicns of orincinle. raised ino pportunely by nersonalities 


4 called anti-Fascists because they had belonged to nxe~Fascist govern- 


ménts, together with netty jealousy between the various grouns de- 
 prived the. Gover nnent of ‘the cooperation it needed so badly. The lack 
of a serious, really netional anti-~F,scist moverent, leaving the Ba- 
Bese doglio government with no solid foundation within the country, pre- 
* vented it from A ae haa the bad eatening diplomatic end mili- 
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= hexy ‘aituation by Some: it alone to. ‘deal with aha : taternel i xea— 
_ tion, which could easily heave been handled, at luast temporarily, “g 


es 


if only the anti-Fascist: movement had given a. ninimun of cooreration 


: in: desu worthy of” the name. 


5 These. f2 actors certainly aid ‘not escane ‘the vigilance of the Mu- 
nied, Betton. The work to be done had now capaeh issn far beyond what 
had. been fore seen, ok 


The fell of F scism end ‘the #ebubien of the nilitery govern-. 
ment of Badolgio had cut cff at. a stroke all the fawningly servile 
- xeletions wich they he a enjoyed from Fascist leaders, Ministers and 
fletterers; and Germen influence andc ntrol suffered acecrdingly. 
In the Ministries, military headquarters, and atate offices the ac- 
customed attitude -f humble deference towards thc Germans wes re- 
placed by a hostile atmosphere of distrust. | 


Thus the flow of information and with it the German centrcl, 
ceased t. function, and it was at this point that the great metwork 
“of agents, informers, nr --Germans, naid Spies and those forced to 

work for the Nezis by blackmail, created cver a nericd of years by 


the Munieh Section, -came ints oneration for the gragual military and 
political occeupeticn of Italy. 


Of the greatest impertance, as far as the present survey is con- 
cerned, is the nericd from 25 July to 8 Sentember, 1943, During thes 
45 days the oresent tragic state of the country was moving ewer neéare 
desnite the continucus but vain efforts of the Bacoglio government to 
clear the reefs,:whiic public opinion end the so-called anti-Fascists 
were quarreling about the use of "'Voi' and 'Lei', writing articles to 
the Sieknacéres abort changing the names of streets, and learning to 
selute by raising tie hat instead of the right arn. 
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promised, dealing with the German r eact 

bed at the end of the fol : a show 
then to. carry out the 


- 


“The pedatig ideas in thet: ‘and Mussolini a few days before. t. 
y marked the beginning of the Cownfell of Fasciem, and indeed 
thet of ‘the’ Italian nation, sounding” thc giarm in the Negi cemp. 


trig." 


Hitle er, alroady waricd by secryt renorts cf Italy's intention. #0 
break eway from Gcrmany, found it casy to sce through Wusselini, no-. 
» torisusly impulsive and with his habitual lack cf self-control in- 
creased still further by the military situation. 


‘On Mussolini's rcturn tc Rome there occurred the well-known plot 

of the Fascist ringleaders, anxious cnly to nlace on his shoulders 
- all the responsibility in order to cerry out undisturbed their plans 
for a now. government which wuld merely be a new facatte, Ciano, Bot- 
tei, Grendi, Federz-ni, De Bono and others therefore got together for 
‘the nurposc-of eonvoking ths Grand Council in order to throw out Mus- 
solani, leaving nim only soc minor office or other: in the government 
in order to deceive the public. ‘By the terms of Grandi's motion, 
¥ussolini’ would have relinquished the office of Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Porces and Head :f all farty Organizations, and been left 
merely with thet “f. Minister of Spate. 


: 


But the une acawba happened, There was not only one plot afoot; 
there “were ectually thrce, each quite indenendent of the others; so 
that when ell three went off at once the explosion was such as to 
blow Fascism t> bits, overthrow the Duce and take completely by sur- 
prise all the einspjraters, who certainly never exnected such results, 


Lt this point it is necessary t. explain what were (and what re- 
sults were exnected frem) the three seo strangely related plots, es- 
necially as the final and completely unforeseen develdments arising 
from them cleared the greund for the secret Italo-German collaboration 
and the powerful influence of the Italian Secticn of Munich. 


‘ ) 
‘ t ; © . 


(1) The German coun, prepared at Munich on the medel of similar 
plots, had been thought out” with the greatest care, not only  Himn. 
ler, but-also -. the Winistry of Foreign Affeirs, the General Staff 

relitical Police having a hand in it. 


substance of it was as follows: ‘By means of a carefubly pre- 
ght movement carrigd out. with the very greatest secrecy, one 
ning it would be announced in Seabee in the customary grand- 
sf renee thet the. Duce » wi phay row me te lofty a a womee re 
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Pelatives, faced w: mth a “Patt: ‘soseapts ", ‘and assured that it would 
pb . Saenaes at léage in form, The Germans were not particularly — 
Bt} rried. about. it; yet. +s ‘was from this ‘meh tet thet came the blow 
fehich: ruined the Gergen olans, a 


7) for: gud ito oninion, used as it wes. ‘to ‘bedi moulded ee the | 
press and radio and 6 tanding in awe ef tho not inconsiderable Gern a 
armed forces, it would easily swallow :ne morc pill; the heads of t 
Munich. Section wdre. -oonvinced. they could even provoke enthusiastic 
| no pular demonstrations. fhe pack of F,scist leaders would have bee! 
only too glad to fell in iine in order to keen their positions. 


In view of the careful. pre eparation and well-known skill of the! 
Germans in carrying out. such a feta a there wes every NES BPE Ot G 
smooth and easy success. 


(2) -Whet may be called the inte sied Fascist nlot had, apart 
from the object of nersonal defense, that of isolating Mussolini ar 
forming a st-callea constitutional government from among tsShe same 
Fascist leaders, +2 had- secured the approval of the Crown through 
Duke A,quarone. It was thought that the King, faced with.a decisio 

of the Grand Council posing as a Netionel Assembly, would not only. 
obtain Mussolini's resignation, but entrust t> the members of the 
council the formation of the nem government, The acw government 
would then have broken off diplomatic relaticsus with Germany, and 
initiated negotistins for a separate peace with the United Nations 


-(3)> . The coup d'etat of the Crown, on the other: hana, i021 00! 
out that of the Fascist leaders, taking as its starting point the 
vote of no eanfidence in Mussolini passed by the Grand Council in . 

order to carry out an energetic purge of all Fascists end form a Mi 
itery Government. The General Staff was to supncrt the King by ple 
ing the country wider strict control, Meanwhile the soiit with Gel 
any. would be reelized and at the same time negotietions for a saner 

ate peace with the United Nations wuld be initiated. 


The three plots were put into execution almest simultanec usly; 
and events followed one ano ther in ranid successicn 2s sollons: 


 Qhe Grand Council. met during the night of 24 July, and soon dé 
generated into e family squebble in which insults and vulgar abuse 
were hurled from side to side. Parinacci, fee] lang that all was es 
for him, slinned out by a side door and sought refuge in the Germar 
Embassy, fron. which he later escaned wearing German uniforn, 


Grendi's moticn took Mussolini by sur prise, and the Grand Cor 
was cbliged actually to ass. the vote « o£ no confidence in Musso 1isl 


bt this point events ran awey with the plotters; and while th 
Pascist leaders were showing the Xjng the vote of no confidence ane 
exnecting to ‘be called,. as agreed, ‘to forn the new government, the 
King sent for. Mussolini, ‘fed him arrested (ngving nerhans heard of 
the Germen plan) and entrusted Badoetic * with Ane formation of a ne’ 
a wi th apse. Sere cB. ep ses | 
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a command of the army, and similarly. for the Navy and the - 
on girforce. The royal femily would - be. controlled through ite pnts 
_  Weletives, faced with a ‘fait accompli', and assured that it would 
pe Tespected at least. in form. The Germans were not particularly 
Ieee rried about dts: yet it was from this, Sarre thet came. the blow 
poise Yuined the Germen. elans, 


ei , | for quplad Oninicn, used as it wes tc ea: idee oy the 
eress and ‘radic and: 6 tanding in awe cf the. not ineonsiderable Germaz 
armed forces, it would easily swallow ame more pill; the heads of +! 
- Munich Section wére convinced they could even provoke enthusiastic. 
 pQpular demonstrations. The pack of F. scist leaders would have beer 
only too glad to fall in line in order to keen their positions. 


In view of the careful prenaration and well~known skill of the 
Germans in carrying cut such Operations, there was every prospect of 
smooth and easy success. | : 


(2) What may be called the internal Fescist nlot had, apart 
from the obdject\of personal defense, that cof isolating Mussolini and 
forming a so-called constitutional government from among “he same 
Fascist leaders, 4° had secured the approval of the Crown through 
Duke A,quarone. It was thought thet the King, faced with a decision 
of the Grand Council posing as e National Assembly, would not only 
Obtain Mussolini! s resignation, but entrust to the members of the 
council the formation of the new government. The new government 
would then have broken off diplomatic relations with Germany, and 
initiated negotiations for a separate neace with the United Nations. 


(3) The coup dietat of the Crown, on the other hand, followed 
out that of the Fascist leaders, taking as its starting noint the 
vote of vo eGnfidence in Mussolini passed by the Grand Council in 
order te carry out an energetic purge of all Fascists and form a Mil 
itery Government. The General Staff was to supnort she King by plac 
ing the country under strict control. Meanwhile the slit with Gerr 
any would be rezligzed and at the same time negotiations for & Saner— 
ate peace with the United Netions would be initiated, 
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The three plots were. nut into execution almost simultaneously, 
and events followed one. ano ther in Yanid succession es follows: 


The Grend Council met during the night of 24 July, and soon do- 
generated into e family squebble in which insults and vulgar abuse 
were hurled from side to side. PFarinacci, feeling that all was Jest 
for him » Slinned. Out. by a@ side door and sought refuge in the German 
‘Enbessy, from: which he later escaned wearing German uniforn. 


Grendi's motion took Mussolini by surprise, and the Grand coun 
was cbliged actually to nAss the vote of no confidence in Mussolini. : 


(bt ‘this point events ren away with the plotters; and while the © 
“Pasoist leaders were showing the ‘Kyng the vote of no. confidence and 
 exneoting to be called, as agreed, to form the new government, the 
“King sent for Mussolini, hed him arrested Cheving: nexhans heard of 
the German olen): and entrusted Batoelis with the termatton of’ a new ; 
‘gevernment Wi ta mi lit: ary pre ES. ; 
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SBE: meeting between Hitter and miaweadink | a. tebe: daye before thé 
25. July farked the beginning of the downfall Of. Fascion, and indeed 
that of the Tjalian nation, sounding the giarm in the Nazi camp. 


Hitler, alresdy warned by scerct reports of Italy's intention to 
break eway from Gcormany, found it easy to see through “ugselini, no- 
“toriously impulsive and with his habitual lack cof self-control in- 
ercasced still further by th. mili itary situation. 


on Mussolini's rcturn t- Rome there ocourrcd the well-known alot 
of the Fascist ringleaders, anxious cnly to place on his. shoulders 
all the re esponsibility in order to cerry out undisturbed their plans 
for a new government which would merely be a new facame, Ciano, Bot 
tei, Grendi, Federzuni, De Bono and others therefore got together for 
the purpose of convoking the Grand Council in order to thréw out tus- 
solani, leaving him only sor< minor office or other in the government 
in order te deceives the public. By the terms of Grandi's motion, 
¥Yugsolini would heve relinquished the office sf Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Porces and Head -f all farty Urganizaticns, and been left 
merely with thet of Minister of State. 


But the uncxpucted happened. There was not only one inlot afoot; 
there were eéctuelly three, cach quite indenendent of the Others; so. 
that when ell three went cff at once the explosion was such as to 


blow Fascism t: sits, overthrow the Duce and take completely by sur— 
prise all the cx nenirators, who certainly® never exnected such results. 


At this point it is necessary t.. exnlain what were (and what re- 
sults were expected from) the three so strangely related plots, es- 
pecially as the final and completely unforeseen develdnents arising 
frem them clearod the ground for the secret Italo=German collaboration 
and the nowerful influence of the Italian Section of Munich, 


(4) The German. coun, ox opared at Munich on the medel of similar 
plots, had been thought aut with the greatest care, not only Himm— _ 


ler, but aleo .. the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the General Staff 
and the: Political Police having. a hand in it. 
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ey pihantion Cnet wedcar: it pions to deal with the internal situa. 
tion, which, could easily have been. handled, ~ ‘at least temporarily, 
42 only the enti-Fascist. movement had seas a minimum of Goo peratios 
in med worthy of the name . ae 


es ‘These factors ‘certeinly did bas escane “tbe Vigilance. of the Mu 
“Rick Section, The work to be done had now inereesed far hesone wha 
had been fore seen. si | we Neh oe 


ee Jae fell. of B # scien end the formation of the military govern 

kent of Badcigio had cut cff at a stroke all the fawningly servile 
relations wrich they. had enjoyed from Fascist ieacers, Ministers and 
flatterers, and German influence and oc ntrol suffered acecrdingiy. 
In the “inistries,. Brae headquarters, and atete offices the ac- 
customed attitude «* humble deference towards the Germans was re. 
basa ioast by a héstile atmo snhere sf distrust. 


‘ 


Thus the flcw of information and with it the German ccntrecl, 
ceased te function, and it was at this point thet the great network 
of agents, informers, px'-~Germans, paid snies and those ferced to 
work for the’ Nazis by bleckmail, created «ver a pericd of years by 
the Munich Section, -ceme int: Oneration for the gradual military and 
political occupetion of italy. 


Of the, greatest. impertence, as far as the oresent survey is con— 
eerned, i s the period from 25 July te 8 Sentember, 1942. During these 
45 days the oresent tragic state of the country was moving evex nearer 
desnite the continucus but vain efforts of the Badwelio government to 
cle eer the rcefs, while qublic oninion and. the so-catled anti-Fascists 
were quarreling sbout the use of 'Voi' and ‘Lei’, writing articles to 
the newspapers about changing the names of streets, and tgarntng to 
salute by raising tic hat instead of the sete arm . 
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ssages mar kod with a line at ‘the: side: are for information sh y. 
“the German plan wes doomed from the start by the absence of. the. 


Be Borel actor, as ths first move was to have beer the seizure of 
/~ Mussolini, iar @isanpearance under close arrest brought ‘the Gerran 
| machinery +9 a sudden stop; and as it is e fact oroved by the exper- 


_, ence of ths eges that the Germens are completely. incanapie of chang~ 
| Tae a. fixed plen in a hurry, the whole scheme cane tu a halt. Not 
ey three days later did orders come through to iooa¥e Musso lin and 
it is well known that Mussolini wes c. ntinually moved around a er 
vent the- détiens fron finding din. 


~~ Whe Fascists. who had, in the Grand dovisag i: ‘get the spark to ‘the 
powder , ‘were thunderstruck by. the results and were soon fully occu- 
nied seeking assurences of their nersonal safety from the new Badoglio 
government, Which in the meantins was carrying .ut by the agency of 
Gendral O.rbone nunerous arrests of Fascist leaders anc. generals of 
known Fascist 2n6 nro=-German tendencies. } 


The Munich Section was taken completely by surpxise. There was 
ne alternative plan, as no one had dreamed that the Xing would teke 
matters intc his own hands. ‘Theté was thus gn actual lull during 
which Itely might have broken wway from Nazi Germany; but the Gov- 
ernment, caught un in the whirlwind liquidation of Fascism, was toc 
vusy with home affsirs, while the Ministry of Poreign Affairs could 
not be trusted 2s during the Fescist regime it hd become an asso cia- 
tion for oe ntieband and illicit Sneculation. 


Thus passed the 2 pnox tune moment for winding un the [telo-German 
alliance and. the *"ynich Section, with the active cooperation of other 
secret German. agencies, set tc work energetically making un for lost 
time as regerds the mexoected develoment of the Italian situation, 


Here it must be pointed -ut thet, whereas it is now claimed that 
Fascism was liquidated by the more or less democratic forces of anti- 
Fascism, such assertions are disproved by historical facts. 


The seinful truth is thet the lauded anti-Fasciste in Italy and 
abroed icarncd «f the end cf Fascism and the exrest of Mussolini on 
the morning of 26 July, and arose t=: exploit to their own advantage 
the situction > rowght about without their knowledge, creating legends 
end claiming non-existent virtues, without worrying in the slightest 
about the German menace which wes gathering over Italy. 


. A supérficial view of nolitics, nexrsonal ambition and vanity, 
the love cf ndintless Speeches and discussions, trammeled anti-Feoc 
ism as they had previeusly tram-eled Fascism, and cleared the way | 
for the tragic events of 8th Sentember. 


Questicns of orinciple raised ino pnortunely by ‘persenie lities 
called anti-Fascists because: they had belonged te pxre~Fascist govern— 
ments, together with petty jealousy between the various grouns de- " 
nrived the Government. of the cooperstion it needed so badly. The leck 
of a serious, really national anti-F, scist movenent, ‘leaving the Ba-- 
doglio government with no solid foundation within the country, ere- 
vented it from concentr ating on. ‘the Rnd eatent ng di pene and mili- — 
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at this meeting it appears that Finoechiaro Aprilo stated thet. before 


the leaders of the party wero: arrested steps should be taken, and that the 
time for action had come; This action.is to be centered in eastern Sicily, 
and Dr, Concetto Gallo. of Catania is to be the linison betwoen that part of 
the island ond Palermo - : i 


Plons were made to arcuse tho followers of the movement , and ao member 
nomned Guecio has left the city to pass tho worl along to the member 8 inland. 


e wont first to ..leamo, m.aron whore thore are mny armed bands which sup- 
pert the movement. He is expected back from his trip on 31 Octobor . 


. , 


The Sepvarctists claim they have action os uads ready, on ammunition 
dump 5° and a trensport sectim.sot up, They also claim they have a fole 


lewing in Horth ..frice's 


* j 


They have or ganizod already to the extent of having embassies to 
effect. relctions betwoon tho movement and. the Holy See, ond the movement 
ond’'the Sovicts. Tho ombassy to the Holy Seo, located in icireale, has 
beon working on Prope ar rae to interest Catholics in the mcvement and with 
considerable success. Tho embassy to the Soviets is loc ted near Messina 
ond-is trying to effect r+. .ctions between the Séparatists and Communists 
gonerelly, with the oxception of Togliantti who is much cislikod by members 
of the movement. | | 
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Itelian .governnont calls itself democratic but it is 
ly a8 9. delegate of Stalin and Russion Bol- 
Rese glia tts, ond omni are: tho power pehind %! | l 
re ‘shr ewd. They aro got ng preporod, — ie -m 
: -goncessions: only to.tho Christian Domocrats, but: in due time’ 
hhrow these overboard, Once Milan, Turin, o : 


, the ey will attem t a totalitarian conquest of ‘tho: government end — 
tollation of a Red Dictatorship. . Bees, i 
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| air. is proceeding Saas toward its aim 
‘ans the propaganda committees: ore collecting new whembers. It is-o 


eoplo which is flocking to us, The Unitcrion partios in Sicily 
‘are on the decline. We hove seen Comminists tear up their memborship 
cards ond join. our movement". | | 
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The Politienl Partios which joined Separatism 
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"the: adhesion of numer ous politi n1 parties to our movement is of 
comfort to us. They did not join the movement on accoynt of our po} 
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shrowdness as has been said, but < ly on.a spontancous in age of. Speeder. | 
Of these parties, e Partito. Siciliano del Lavoro was - ‘th eo = i Thon 
osme the Partito poh Donoore.tico Siciliano of 
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. : 7 oa Polormo Incidents of 19 October be tee ; 
112 "It is with deop emotion that I notd 
| Bee cs throm. all of Sicily into mourning. 
eames BB iss weds has not been able to 
Bo ot Ls demonstration £ front of the Profettura of Palermo. 


pis * >. wish to express our indigmtion-ct such cowordly action", (shouts of “Down 
eee with the House of, Sayoy, “the Italinn ‘goverment: is a goverment of murderers). 
Bee ON ' Tho Sicilian Communists then. decided to send a telegram to Toglintti 

ee Se which reads: "The Sicilian Communist Party represontated at the first 

S eee  Netiona} Congress for the Independence of Sicily stignatisos the policy 

Bea os Oe the Unitarian government cu iting in the cowardly cggression of wrkors, 
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| si wa EB» Dell! aria; Generel Secretary of the Sicilion Communist. Party. 
Bes ae Vigne ~The next day the Congress resumed its” sitting md. various speakers 
Oe yt » took porte. | Some of the more interosting comments: ~~ Me 
ee Se i aN. Millimagi (leader ofthe Sicilian Communist Party) | 
: Sees speaker insists that the new Sicilian state be given a Republican 
f. | form: He proposes the constitution of a government consisting of four . 
ri “ministers: CEE Sag oat ) 
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“@rom the present date™ until e new desision: is made , in the 
Province of Palermo participation at any. meeting or assembly im public 


places: suchas | reets , squgres , ‘courtyards, etc., is forbidden. - 
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(2), ry violators of this. decree will ‘be punished rey cava 
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(8) The officers and men of the public forces are charged. with 
enforcing this decree." ie te gua : 
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"The fo ll owing leaders of. the Movemgnt wore present:= 
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“On. Finocchiaro-iprilo ond rss - 
untonino- Varvaro: ond Mrs... 

Qn, Bruno di Belmonts - 

On; Santi | Rindone oe 

. Den Lucio Ta ascd 

One ye. Rosa | i is sis 


Med” * oY ae ° 


ANY, Millimagei.) Expohonts of the Sick 
. aww. Dell *hria ) Communist Party - & 
Soi SS age Coke tto Babtianto, leader -o | 
io *“Bige Calogero ‘Viggini, leader of tho ‘branch of. Separotists: 
GY Saie gupport of the. United States. 
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The Committee for the Congress was then appointed * follows: 
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President: Oa. Prof. Santi’ Rind . —«.-—=S—t—« Catania 
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Ve Prosidont:. . . On. Luigi Le Rosa 
Dott, Cave Lucio Pasco 
pe cas eet! m5, Dott. Frencesco Poma 
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ee he ig . : Dott. Concetto Glo She: ee | 
: pees | _ Finoechioro~iprile delivered a political report at the Congross. 
| ‘lights of this address are: 

: net ee Peace Conf erence and shaping of the Post war world 


es ‘In ‘his speech -of ST Moy, Churchill spoke of an armed peace dic= 
tated by the Big Pow ers to Europe, ond failed to mention the pars to 


‘be - ‘played by the smaller nati ons. 


| themselves. Such a progremme is not devoid 


and this hans been emphasized by other people. 


7 His idea is thot the United States, 
| Great Britain, ond Russia should domimte the world, 


dividing it among 
of dongers for the future ; 
It hos been emphasized : 


by a mon of high intellect, the Polish Premier, MIKOLASZYK, who stated 
that all states which had suffered the consequences of war should: play ao 


pert in a durable peace, 
moide ‘py Mikolazzyk. 


I believe we ought to ondorse the statements 
If we have suggested that a Sicilian dele 


tion. 


olaszyk's ‘ideas 
: ‘lond," AP 38 ie 


“~ 


be admitted to the future Peace Conference, it is not only to bac 
| Mt Hiso to Solve the specific problems of our own 


Statements of Mario Verde ond the British Ambassador tt e 
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purely cc.sual value. 
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not new. They have a’ 
groups had ‘steted that 
by Great Britain, boil: p 

: Ce otherwise. to scfe guard 
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"Considerable comment has boen made in the ‘past few deys on statements 
' of the Jmoerican ond British governments denying any sponsorship of any move- 
ment aimed at the soparation of any part'of Italy. 


These statements are : 
Whereas ‘BOME ‘Separatist 


were sponsored by imorica, and other groups 
ocwrers. denied these statements md could not do 
‘the. loyalty of théir own reciprocal rolations. 


We are pleased with. these’ statenats because they will help us’ to deny 


oa Ci+} 


. ‘the abstrd legend crented by our menrties to the’ effect that out movement 
was: Rerpnans ube dt pon ¥y. éither Great: Britéin or imerica 
r from our. Riis? actions, 


But the . 
.morica pad Groat | 
ond it co o8. not appeor as if 


the. 
vg 


siniamninie from ‘mn’ ther point of view, | 
colonies. will have to be sottled, and. we can 
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_Sighy bie 9 riant te tose colntes xb 


participation. of. Sieily in abe. ay 
“ict this conference, tho future of;all. 
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not but. be present at. ‘guah 
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ch were in pTeparation fol) owed’ oat 
Faoidity end were completely ignored, 


r 


‘of: Counter. Espionage in Rome, Tk. dotonea Telemo of 
deri, : who: received all the. reports. from the -4nti-German 
-X who was in cherge of the snti+Germanie. Service, and 
‘deovase: to “take e firm and energetic line und visit personally Gen~ 
eral: Carbone, Who had been appointed head of S.I.M. a few days pre~ 


. Bile: hé did and returned livid with rage saying that Genefal 
Carbone, after having listened to his report and references to the 
erevious wernings on the seriousness of the situation, interrupted. 
him and orderdd him to drog -the. matter and to mobilize the Rome Count- 
er. Espionage tc find a luxurious ville for himself and his son, When 
Lt. Golone? falamo. remained completely flabbergasted, he added that 

if ‘the’ Ville wasinot found: within. a few.deys he (fTalamo) would be 


dismissed from his nOsition as’ head of Counter Espionage. 


. ‘y 


"the wettar “ig go fantestic as to be: almost incredible, and al— 
. oe ugh wifertunately: tt. Colonek Talemo was shot by the Geymansa. on 
the 24 March - 1944; . the fact can be confirmed by his widow, who lives 
in: Rome,’ Via: Berraeco No. 11, and wil} remember the: outbursts. ef her 
husband, forced as he wes by Gencral Carbone to become. a Bouse agent, 
while events ran to their tragic co on¢clusion. oe 


. e ‘ , 
: a* : 


Bits Col, “‘Palano reported the outcome of his meeting with General 
cartone 0. ea head’ of- thé. “Lnti-Germania Service, and it was agreed 
that his.orders “with: tegeard to. their German surveillance should not 
‘be carried out. es: in fact they were not, aa | 
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x had confirmation of the’ prillient. militery ebtlity end honor 
of Generé 41 Garbone when he saw.‘him; on the 8 September, desert to the 
German enemy, leaving the 4rmoréd Corps. of 3440 U0" men» who under his 
ordexs should have defended Rome. | cath. | 


Lt. Col. Talamo wes errested and shot by the Germans, They were 
able to identify him as an anti-German element on the demupeiatien of 
Signora Carrer, a German soy of Swiss nationality married to Salerno. 
She was able, with the help of a Lieutenant Colonel of the S.I.M.. (the 

. Bame who wished to’ abolish the Anti-Germania Service) to become an 
agent,in the Itelian Counter Fspionage Organization and wes thus able 
to denounce Lieutenant Colonel Talamo, 


~The said Germen Soy Cerrer, after the 8 Sentember, returned to her 
job as secret>ry t¢ Lt. Col. Kappler of the 8,8, eat the Embessy and . 
assisted at the interroge ation of the unfortunate Talamo, arrested by 
the $S. on the ‘5th October, 1943. It has been duly confirmed. that Tal- 
emo wes. tortured in order to. make him reveal the names of Italians 
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one 
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“% i th auiemhaet and “ea. 2 ass wre: cto him wound 


”~ "#4 


hewe at about’ thé ‘arrest:and shooting not only of X, head of the 


“= ae ae Sorviee; but: also of his collaborators. Tekemo died 
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Septbeleats: ire te pee Cox 9s’ of which he wes: -Commender » 
and. bringing ebout the. Ai sintegt ation’ of the’ troops under: his! com: 


mand who would undoubtedly have ‘been fible $0 fight: wens — baeeiheestagl 


“ : . 


ian se eo : : 


“Returning. a Sie" ‘situation before the 8° September, 6 ne Cnt. truiy 
say. that. Pbseur¢:. forces and fects just es obscure brought ‘about the 
tragedy which followed. _Gne can only suppose that the Government..was 
not informed iof the Germen intentions through ‘Secret Service eRannels, 
a8 Otherwise there: would be questions to which there’ are: “ne * kin cpaiedd 


“why: eT ¢ :he.- Steps teken to neutrelize the Gorman action ‘which ‘aif 
tonescenseoulé easily have been crushed? — ris. 


iy nes | it bgite of-the desperate apneals of ‘the emel2 but active 
_"pnti~Gimani a Séévice,: was no one prepared to recognize the serious— 


hess a the” ‘actual situation? 


Why was. ‘the head of the Counter Fspionage stupidly given the job 
of finding a villa, using for this task the men of the sarvice at a 
time. when they were needed for more serious matters, even to the point 
of refueing any further informetion regarding German: plans. 


These are very Serious questicns. 


“While the Government tried to temger the inooaslusive chatter. 
of the . lest-minute anti-fascists, aba pc liticiens, a net was being wov- 
en in the nerve centres of responsible end military circles, which 


{prevented ¢lear thinking end stifled the military and nationel sense 


of .honox,-, bringing ebout the catastrophe of the surrender of the 10 


Se ptember, . exelude to the disintegration of the military forces end 
the destruction of the netion in the worew ery 4 under Sera . control. 
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7 oN, Libérated Italy- ‘November 16, 1948. 


nee ORT ON: CuNDERIONS IN LIBERATED TAT 


, the contents, of this report ¢ are SECRET and for information only. 


to. 


“GBORET. ‘ITALO-GERMAN OULLABORATION AFTER THE 25 JULY 1943 


te PART Iv ‘GERI. Us. RESULTS AND TRAGIC ENQUIRIES Fa 


(note. —,Parts I and II of this Teport, which was eupplied by a. ‘Right * 
Wing soli:borator former ly employed by the Italian High Command, ap- 
peared in the Confidential Liberated Italy Consolidated Reports Nos. 
37 ‘and 38 of 7 and 16 October, rdspectively. Part III [eer an - 


| the | SECRET SUri LEMENT to Consolidated Report No. 41.) 


a During the 15 days ouensiitee the: broadcast of the genéhonion | 
..Of an armistice with the United Nations, a series of events ‘took 


e place which ‘were not understood at the time and which caused consid- 


er able bewildernment. 


- On the 17 August the Italian High Command, S.I.¥é. sideisite. In 
formazione Militare), was informed of the fact that in Pistoia ele- . 
ments of the Fascist Militia had set up a large depot of German. arms, 
. and that a German captain was in league «ita various armed Fascist 
BTOUNs,. some headed hy army officers in uniform, 


| on the 20th August it-.was also noted thet strong ¥esidaiiiaaisin 
of the $.S. in civilian clothes arrived in Rome and were furnished 

with a complete list of all thc hotels, pensions, buildings, . etc.; . 

- where Germans. were living, and a numerical summary of secret forces. 


7 


un the 23 August & plot was fiscovered between the Armored. Div- 
ision "Centauro", formed .ex¢lusive ly of Fascists, and German. instruc- 
tors. A document revealed thet the "Centaure" Division would pass 
at the moment. X under. German OF ders and would og@operate i in occupying 
pre-arranged positions, 


| 


The ififormation was correct, for on 8 September, this armored 
division. went over to the Germans. 


The Munich Centre played its cards quickly. 


on the 14 August one of the chiefs of the Mynich Center, a nigh 
‘functionary of the Gestapo and friend of Himmler, arrived. in Rome a2 
put up at the Hotel Ambascietori. He was identified by the. anti- 
Germania Service as Signer Ger schow. Waldemar, son of Max and Mar- 
raise Steinmann, born. at Mannhcim on the 3} January 1909; carrying 

& passport. st ating that he was 2 business man resident. and onping. 1 
from Milan. | ; Chae “eet [ = 


Gerschow got be touch at once with Pascist olemente in the Min. 
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: Gerschow wes. in eénfcrence with four peo ole, one General . ‘Vor RINTELEK 
and’ the other thr ée Ldcntified 2s follows: ° 
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(the contents. of. this re port are’  SEORED end: for information ele: ) 


Saal 


seer of the Interior, end with the well known treféct. ‘TESTA. 
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on the 30. dugast, enother’ ‘high functionery formerly a frequent 
vinites to Itely,” zrived from Berlin to act as liaison between the 
Centrale Italien end the Abwer; he was et once identificd as FRNST 
WALTER, .son of John and dJosophine Walter, born in Vicnna on 16 vcto- 
ber, 1911, domiciled in Neolos. He ealsc put up at the Hotel Ambes— 


Ciatori where he was in. sees: contect with b dated cari and the Germen 


Ambassador. : ae ee Bk 
On the 38 g@ugust, in a. ‘room of the Hotel Fxcelsior ‘fn: Romie, 


(4a) HEIDSCHUCH, © Barico, son of: Emil and — Hof@technoh, ‘born 
at. Jacherhein on the 9 June 1895, representing himself es an employee, 
resident in Nanles; with. Identity Card No. 2903208, issued at Naples 
on-.26 January’. 1942: in reality ea Licutcnant Colonel in the service 


Mg > & Amt. Ausiend. Abwer, Karl Heidschuch, head of the Dienststcllo Bsa 


‘mission. 


ot Naolcs. 


6) -FLFIGEL, ‘Ernst,. son of Julius and. nisl’ Yetede, orn at 
Rhede ‘on ‘26 Aoril; 1945, representing himself as a-Director, resident 
in Budenest, with a German passpert No. 45/1943, issucd by the Germen 


‘consulate’ at Budapest on 8 Januery 1943; in reality a member of the 


Gestepo, in contact with the well known Itelian Anbassedor _ANFUSU. 


(c) BAYER, -Rudol#, son of Friedrick and Brunau Ide; born at 
Berlin on 19 February 19US, resident and coming from Berlin with 


“pessport No. 19 8/43, issuad in Berlin on 6 July 1943... rolice 


official of the S. De to the German Imb2ssy, in Rome on e special 


7 


Everything sossible was done to cover this suspected meeting 
end the anti-Germania Service, seer danger and risk, installed 


a‘micro-—tclephone,.: .. 


fhe conversation took place in en undertone. and it wes cnly: 


- possible to hear Pee hacked sentences and the following complete 


sentences; 


"It is necessary: se, work swiftly end. silentlys beceuse ‘situa 
pigs of Italians. axe arrgnging for an armistice with the encmy, and 


es. soon 28 possible they weed lay dc wn. their arms and turn ageinst 
us.” 


It wes clear. that: ~woaieteting: bis was in the az and that ‘the 
Germans: hed agents in many foreign end: Italian circles. | 


The Pact was ‘ot once reported to the S.I.M. and 2 Liecutenant~ 


Colonel said; "This anti-Gormania Service, started by X, looks on 


‘the black side of things. It would be a geod: thing to do. awey with 


it befcre we heve trouble with the Germans," I identified this : 
Colonel of the Militery Intelligence among those who esceged on the 
8 Se otomber. | : ocis ae 
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No. 421 


With Futi's death the Germans lost their future commander. ter 
| theRepublicen Fascist forces, meh in. fect today are called after 
| him. 


,- 


a ge cameiction celling beck into wttitars servite all the Fas— 
cist Hierarchs, issued by. the ‘government With the intention of bring- 
/ing these people under control, in fact favored the German plans 
inasmuch as it put into the hands cf Fascists the commend of many 
army units and even of whole divisions. | 


. Phe government struggled t- remein in control of the situation 
: but-lost itself in the details of internal policy in crder to set- 

|isfy the anti-Fascists. The letter, suddenly coming to life on tis 
/26 July without “ussolini and witheut a Fascist Tarty, felt them— 

| selves lions and gave themselves u,» to the most absurd reections. | 
Warnings issued by serious people about the G,rman menace received 
‘the ahswer thet the dead of the lest war cr Garibaldi or Mazzini 


/jwoula helg te drive the Germans out of Italy. 


baie This was vain rhetoric on the part of mediocre men who were 
| also nresumgtuous- end scared, but it obliged the Badoglio governzciit 


jto devcte precicus time io superficial questions raised by so-called 
parties scheming for power. 


. Ancther helo which the Germans received was that General 
Carboni was appointed head of the S.I.M. and, unbelievable es it 
may seem, also head of the motorized army Corps to which the defence 
of Rome was entrusted. These two positions in complete and fatal © 
contrast to each other enmnulled each oné's usefulness end the hold~ 


ing of them both by one man had the exnected results. 
| 


{  . Was it chance? Ho it was not. Cceace does not explain the 

‘failure of the S.IyM to function, nor why home could not be liber- 
lated, nor why Mussolini escaped, nor a great many other stupefying 
joccurrences, which worked to the advantage of the Germans, We will 


try te cansider these matters in their proper order and draw the 
{logical conclusions from the course cf svonts. 
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jin ‘beder 5: ‘prepare. general scttivas 3) To gittc tgs.’ or confuse all 

* Ttalian armed bodies by establishing seule and doubtful contacts — 

- [with commanders and headquarters; 4)» «to discover end get nossession 
5 Mussolini, whose personality was indispensible for the setting Up 

jot @ punnet government similer to that which existed in seyereal coun- 

ltries” in Furone. Tt must be admitted that these objectives were mee 
jeessfully. attained. 


| We must esk whet wes dona to arevent the Sb reiins reacking thede 
jodjectives; a simple renly cen be given to this question, 


a 


} It is knom from the above mentioned service called sntd<Géxnar i - 
jand from the conies of the reports which it sent to the s. LM. ay 
lvizio Informazione Wilitere) that the S.I.M., i.e. the High Command 
were dai ly informed both verbally and in writing of the German’ men— 
lace. It is not clear however whether the S.I.M. informed the Bado- 
gilio Government or not and whether the heads of the Army High Oom- 

fmand were informed or not. The archives of the Anti-Germania serv- 


‘fice are proof of 211 this, and heve been preserved almost in their 
SRNEr ety: eG ; 


J We. go. on therefore to disclose the true identity of ‘tha inion 
lagent, the person who had contéct with Muti, with the head of the 
police Chierici, with the Under Seéretary of State for Foreign Af- 
lfairs Albini, with Buffarini-Guidi, with the Vommander of the Fes 
jcist Militia and with all the other dark actors in the drama, not 
jexcluding certain military leaders to whom it will be neaessary to 
devaté a. snecial Chanter. This man, Cormmender F. Hildebrandt, aged 
42, of medium high and with a slight hufchbeck, wes exceedingly in— 
telligent end brazen. 


& He arrived in Rome with the least nossible aispleyi ‘established 
himself et the tensione delle legazione in Vig Regina Elena, soming 
from Milan where he had orgenized and controijed various centres of 
information for the Abwehr, emong which was the Chiara and Sommarive 
|{fraveling A,ency.— . 


This men ‘speeks. Italian, English end ee extrenely weit and 
is a most dangerous person because of his excentional ability ane” 
intelligence. 


The modest tenor of H; ldebrandt's life should not cause eur pric: 
leor it is only in Americaf detective novels that secret agents live 
lin grand hotels and trevel in sumptuous motorcars with flashy women. 
IIn reality secret egents often live in vera houses and private 
epumes and often travel on food, 


“Our man had excellent cover. We find him as administrative > 
S ector of the firm Orenstein and Kottel, at Vie delle ‘Terni 75. 

| ~-|¢he same building which housed this firm, actually on the floor a- 

--.. |bove, was the Tensione Hallier with a second entrance in Via Torino 
199+ The Pengione Hallier is an old acquaintance. In 15 34 the no— 


_, SECRET -- 


i | 


i toaious DeLhiann saved and pet his seoret solteast there, anF: Himmler’ 
stayed there ‘subsequently, of course incognito. 


i ee In 1943, the vensione served the “put poses of Hildebrandt. this 
. {men was in touch with the various. German offices and his cover. was. 

-fexcellent.. _In this way he had contacts with the German Military. 
‘Mission. to the. Itelian. High Gommand. This Mission was nothing more 
than the central service of the Abwehr in Italy .or rather of the amt 
| susiend mae Abwehr | in Italien, 


At the héad of this office was an active officer, Colonel of 
General Staff otto Helferich, Other contacts of the hunchback were 

. (made ths ough. Dolmann at secret meetings in the Hotel Ambassador in 
idon-xegistered rooms -tc. which were summoned at night the head of the 
Italian oclice Ghierici’ end the Undersecretaries of ‘Home Affairs, 
jAldini and buffarini. : v3 


‘These me stings were made possible by the manager. of the hotel 

Cavaliere Galanti lomasucci (probably: now in Florence) who enjoyed 

the confidence of the pelice end was a member of the Fescist party. 
It was through these individuals that the Germans were able to find 
cut where Mussolini wes, and to obtain a great many other items of 

easential information as regards petrol dumps, munitioneodumps, etc. 
The Latter were in fect among the first Sener is ial areoee on. the 8th 

September. 


, 


| The head of the police was able ta give exact infcrmation with 
alee & 40 the strength of the police force and the armaments availab 
Rem Rome, and alsc to give directions for the seizure of certein high 
jotficers wao thus were not able tc put Up any appesi tion to *the Ger- 
mans. on the 6th Segtember.e By means ot punter tuge Naey also. pus. the 
Dears ota oi under German commend. 
sae “The normel exe) counter escilonege sex Vice came to a gherabesel pre 
-  ftimse it.was: feced with questions invciving the Germans; but the Anti- 
« Germenia Service on the cther hand investigated matters in deteil and 


had t> be cereful egeinst disclosure. even to Italien Commanders. 


Deubt and suspicion filled the eir. Everyoody seemed to be eith 
ex an’agent or an informer or e German sympathiser and it wes in this 


wholesome atmosphere that the Anti-Germania service. continued its 
. work until 5 June, 1944. | 


The | notorious hiererch Biboxre dati was in close contact with 
Hildebrandt ana largshal Kegselring but L®. Taddei of the Carabinieri . 
crossed his path and the encounter.was fatal for Muti who was killed 


during 2 ohendeatine meating: with German parachute sections dropped 
jot Eregena. ) | 


of  « [fomany had acted like Lt. Peddci the. 8th Se ptembex would uae 
have ‘been a fetal dey for PE BaES: it is a great stroke of fortune that 
this | £ficer menaged to evede the 6: omens. Anurines the olendeating per" 
od end ‘is today in Libereted Italy. : a 
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‘in Idberated Italy Consolidated Reports Nos, 37 end 38 0f— 
| “16th. vetober, | 41944, a - fourth end conbiuging 


| Pa nt will eppéer in our next report 


We ave Teached the morning’ of July 25, when, at approximately. 
‘three’ otelock the tragic Grand Council came to an end, and the motor— 


poars’ of the Ger archi who had taken oat in the | assembly were Soe 


‘sla with mnusual rapidity. 
| pttey the noisy voting of the order of the day,. proposed by 


\orendi, and the- vote of no; confidence ee Be tugsolini which resulted 
from it ‘(anoroved by 19 yotes in favour, 7 ageinst, and one absteri- 
{tion), the German agent in the bosom of the Grand Gounoil, Roberto 


-Parinacci, ‘noted for not-having taken art in the. Great, War of 194%5- 
19 18, left Palazzo Venezia hurriedly, meKing his exit by’a side door. 
‘He got into a German car which was evidently wait#hg , for this neo- 

Gauleiter: and sped hastily to the German imbassy to make his: report. 


abe ‘It is interesting to note that the order of the day proposed - 


j 


‘Farinacci, and receiving his vote alone, besides oxo posing a vote. cf 
no confidence in “ussolini asked for complete German eontrol] of Itcly 
and ‘the handing over of the ltalian army to the Germans: This order 
of the day in line with German plans was. read, recommended and event~ 
ually withdrawn by Farinacci alone, showing in the most. “unequivocel 
‘manner thet the Grand Council as a. whole was distinotly sgchnet Ger— 
men interference in Italy. ie as Miia stale a: 


— have therefore reached the initial stages. of thet tregio. 
‘Face, between three conspiracies (see Pary#.II)si The 25 July will 
see the Fascist hierarchs informing the Crown of the vote of no cor- 
fidence in l'ussolini, the High Vommand taking steps to neutralize 
‘Pascism, His Majesty the King receiving Mussolini at 16.45 hours e.- 
ordering his errest by theeCarabinieri when he left the palace, anc 
‘finally the Germens, from 14,00 o'tclocl onwaxds patroling Via Cassia 
and Vie della Camilluceia in order tc seize Mase 34nd ; the latter 
being expected to ‘call as usuel on his notorious: mistress Fetacc’s 


in the Via della Camilluccia, ae 


‘The Germans waited until the evening end at the firet fague rue 
mours about the resignation of Mussolini they understood they had been 
anticipated: in their intention, Moreover they eculd no longer held 
back Farinecci, whe wes seized. by. the fear of being captured by the 
Carabiniers. Ferinaccd, put on the uniform of » German officer an¢ 
fled as night. e pproached, tower de the nerth, escorted by §. Se fron 
the German Babesey. Me ey Aang 


mich now. planned a, formidable work of sabo te... 
1 twelve hours an armistice would ‘be Qcolerea 


nited Nations and that the in iv 


- f 1 8° 
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leis. But shis 248 not nasi end y hen | 
it jnontced, ‘that-"the war continue" the Germens | 


jought that not evdrything had been lost and that their position _ 
prety he retrieved. if they. played. for time. with the. new Italian Gov- 
ernment. ‘Fesentjielly it wes clear thet Italy was now eiming at — 

nd. at rehouhting “t he - Nazi-Fascist allience and the question | 


| Sor ‘the. Germans wes to get in first,. ereate sedition in Italy. al 
}ohenge the situation before the. Italian Government could obtsin 


the ends which it had set itself, 
In fact, ‘ghe hasty éecléxation of en ‘seetaiea, the chaos’ whet 


| followed. and contredictury: estimates of the. militery eifuetion el- | 
|lowed the. Germans to attain their objectives two. days efter the 8th 


Sentembery: getting control of the capital, the military: He Qeo. the 


| benks and. gverything else. ‘This shows thet the Germans in the space 


Of 45 days were ‘able +. recover from the blow which they had re- . 
yetyer qn. the 25 duly. aes 
| 


“Mugeolini's disanpearance meade’ ia Gormene wild with rage, and 


| they demenged from the Italien. Government explanations which they 
lnever.got, .In the night of 26.27 July, Berlin sent. special -instruc- 


tions to. the German police attached to the. German ee — to 


| special agents in Italy: to find Mussolini, 
ae 


‘Phe Duce was” tao Amportant ea card in ‘an: Gammen. game for the 
‘to accept his. loss wWtheut & struggle... Thus began the hunt for 


Mugsolini by the Germans and it ended on 11 September 1943 with: sade 
i so-called iiberation of the Duce on the Gran Spsso. 


f Himmler arrived in Rome 6n 29 July in strictest incognito and 
jleft again on. the évening of: ‘the — efter i cad hed ar eonae 
| and secret. conver satioris. ae 


; The notorious. Dodmann WAS extremely ottee ana it was a mistexe 
not to have’ arrested him. If this. hed been done in an unofficial | 


_ tway. the whole trein of treachery whicl’ was about to take nlace wow i 


have been brought under control, and perhans many things would not . 
heve hag pened. -Dolmann' s arrest might have teken place in absolut: 
secrecy; suggestions were in fact made tc the appropriate authori- 


be des withow$ howeyer any decision be--5 taken in the matter, 


| Phe reql life. and soul of the Germen' clandestine. cxaeienttoxn 
of the: centre. at Munich was. neither Dolmann nor: the Anbassador , nor 
other secnle often. mentioned or cited in official reports. This 


| person was-entirely unknown to anybody end wes identified only by — 
la certein Tanti-Gormania” service ‘wows watons nobody was or is in- 


deat sare ge we : 


| ‘“ During the first part of Pee the German siete: can bi ou 
meri god a8 follows:,. 1) 0. adopt an attitude of mistrust and cir- 


nds; the. Badoglio Government, .and, to. ettiennt to geil. 


‘Feimes"2) to develo contacts wash sivas elements and formatione “4 
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-incipal actor , a8 the | 
pee ‘ussolini His. Poutigor re ance’ un er: close arrest t 

 meebinexs +0. a sudden stop; and as it ise gary nrove: he exper— 
dence cf the eges that the Germans. are. completely incapable of ‘cheng— 
ing a fixed plen. in a hurry, the whole scheme came ty a Baht, ot. 
yet ef three days leter did orders come through to locate Musso lin and 
Ae is well known that Mussolini W&s continually moved around te. pte~ 
vent the = Germans: trom finding him. 


‘The Fascists: who” had, in the Grend Council, set the apexk to. the 
30 waer, ware thunderstruck by the results and were soon’ fully occu- 
nied seeking | assurances of their | nersonal safety from the new Badoglio 
government which in the meantinc was Carrying -ut by the agency of 
General oo numerous arrests of Fescist leaders. and generals of 
‘known Fascist. 2 nd pronGermen benCenGs Ss.’ | Es ait 


“The Yunich Section was taken completely by surprise. There was 
ne alternative plaen, as no one had dreamed: that the King would take 
matters into his own hands. Thete was thus an actual lull during 
which Itely might heve broken wwey from Nazi Germany; but the Gov- 

ernment, caught ur in the whirlwind liquidation of Fascism wes. too 
busy with home affs cir s, while the Ministry of Foreign iffairs could 
not be trusted as during the Fascist regime it had become - an 23s0ci a-- 
Gin POL 70s ‘nti abeng and illicit sncculation, | 


Thus passed the o pnortune moment for winding up the Ttelo-Gernan 
“aliiance end.the Mynich Section, with the active cooperation of other 
secret German agencies, sct tc work energetically making un fcr lost 
‘Gime as regere 18 the unexnected develoment of the Italian situation. 


Here it must ve pointed . ut thet, whereas it is now: claimed that 
Fascism was liquidated by the more or less democratic forces of anti- 
Passions such assertions are disproved by histsricel facts. 


The peintul truth is thet the- leuded anti-Fascists in Italy and 
abroad lcarned «ff the end cf Fascism and the erzrcst of Mussclini on 
the morning of 26 July, end arose t> exploit to. their own advantage 
the whet a oe beth rought about without their knowledge, creating légends 
end ol ieiming non-existent virtues, without worrying in the slightest 
about. the German menace which was gathering over Italy. 


A superficial view of nclitics, personal ambition and venity, 
the love cf adintless sneeches and discussions, treammeled enti-Fosc- 
ism as they had nxeviously tram-eled Fascisn, and cleared the way 
for the tragic events of 8th Sentember. 


Questicns of nrinciple raised ino pnortunely by nerscnalities 
called anti-Fascists because they had belonged to oc ouBabeiet govern 
ments, together with petty jealousy between the various grouns de- — 
prived the Government of the cooperation it needed eo badly. The lack . 
“of @ serious, really. national anti-F,scist movenent, . leaving the Ba- 
doglio government with. no solie fountation Within. the country, ore= 
vented ie trom concentrating on ‘the thr eatening di nlomatic and mili-- 
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tary situation. by leeving at: alone to: ‘deal with: the internal «it! 
tion, which. could easily heve bebn handled, at least temporarily, — 
“dibs only the anti-Fascist novenent hae eee en a seeecer sen of ik} elem 
in men wor thy of “the name, Stee 


These Po tors eertainly aid ‘not escape the ‘wigiiance. of the Mu 


nbbehbueticn: The werk to be done had now increesed far beyond what 
hed ‘beon fore seen. fe ie re ee re nee: i 


| “The fall’ of F. scien and tha 3 formation of the: nd litery govern- 
gent of Bedolgio. had cut cff at a stroke all the fawningly serviie 
-reletions. weich they hed enjoyed from Fascist leaders, Ministers and 
flatterers, ana Germeti influence and c ntrol suffered acccrdingly. 

In the “inistries, military headcuarters, and state offices the. ac- 
custcmed attitude -? humble deference towards the Germans was re- 
nleced sy. a. hostiic atmosphere af distrust. 


Thus the. flow of information and with it the German eentrel, 
seased te function, end it was at this point thet the great network 


of agents, informers, pr Germans, naid spies and those forced to 


work for the Nazis vy bleckmail, created «ver a period of years hy 


‘the Munich Sectien,--ceme inte oneration for the grafual military and 
nOlitical oceupetion of Italy. 


Of the greatest importance, asf ar as the present survey is con 
cerned, is the pericd from 25 July ts 8 September , 1943, During thes 
45 days the oresent tragic state of the country was moving ever neare 
desniate the centinucus but vain efforts of the Badogs lio government to 
clear the reefs, while public oninion end the so~calied anti-Fascists 
were quarreling avout the use of 'Vor' and ‘Lei', writing articles to 
the newspapers about changing the names of streets, and i hia to 
salute ‘by Yaising tie hat insteed of the right arm. 
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tier, alr a dy warned by ¢ er renorts of Tta 
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break: ewey from Germany, found it easy to sce throu h Mussolini, no= 
-toricusly impulsive and with his habi 
creased still further by the military 


: 
. 


bn Mussolini's rcturn t-’ Rome there oco curred the well-known plot 


. 


of the. ‘ascist ringleaders, anxious enly to nlac his sl oulders 


‘ 


all the responsibility in order to cerry out undisturbed ‘their plans 
or a new government which wuld merely be a new fac ate. Ciano; Bot- 
eed sy: Grendi, -Federzeni, De Bono and dthers therefors go’ together for 


he. pur po gc at ecnvoking the | Grand Council in order. to throw out ™us- 
solini,. leaving him only sarc minor office or Other in the government 
pod I ie te deceive the public. By the torms <f Grandi ‘s motion, 

bi would have relinquished the office sf Supreme’ ¢ , 
pre sasd: Forces aud Head -f-all rarty Urgenizetions, and been left 


* 


‘pie with thet cf, Minister of Spate. ee teen eas 


« , a ; : en et 
> J 
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But. the unexjected happened, There was not ohly ane plot afoot; 
mere were ectusaly three, cach quite. ‘indenendent of tho others; SO 


thet: when el] three, went eff at 2nce' the explosion was such as to 
blow Fescigm t> sits, overthrow the Duce and. take completely by sur- 
‘rise all the ccnspiretors, who certainly never expected such res alts. 
Lt’ this point it is nocessary t. exnlain what were (and what re- 
exnected from). ‘the three so strang L 
ly as the finel and comple tely unforeseen 
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n seal be ‘Bie. ‘dak i reparation per well-known, skill a8 th 
Germans in carrying out. such Operations, there was every prospec 
yh and easy success. | 


(2). Whet may be called the internal Fascist. plot had, apert 
ic objept, of personal defense, that of isolating Mussolini 
icrming Lied constitutional governnent from among the same 
Fascist Lantete,.. 0: had secured the annrovel of the Crown through 
Duke icquarone. — It was thought » that the King, faced wi’ h a decisio 
: rend Council posing as a Netionel assembly, would not only 
obtain Mussolini's resignation, but entrust to the members of 
council the formation of the new government. The new government 
would then have broken off di olomatic relaticas with Germany, and 


initiated negotiations for a separate peace with the United Nations 


. : + j . “ 


(3). The cou, dtetat of the Crown, on the other hand, followe 
out that of the Fascist leaders, taking as its starting point the 
vote of no ednfidence in Mussolini passed by the Grand Council in 
order to garry out an. energetic purge of all Fescists and form a Mi 
itery. Government. The General Steff was to supnort che King by p 
ing the country under strict control, Meanwhile the split with Gez 
—_ would be realized and et the same time Regotietions for @ Banner 
ate peace with the United Nations wuld be initiated. 


: ~~ 7 % . 
> : 


he three plots wer ¢ nut into execution almost simultaneously, 
and events followed one another in ranid. successicn es follows: 


> 


and Council met during the night ae 24 July» and eh 4 af 
- generated into e re si Bah ie in which 
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Se to deal ” a th. off ic ie} vplecions | iii - 8 nor We 


“ eollebore ity pogo the ‘national 1 inter: st, , for nadmiss:b, 
private or political ends {keeping * oNer "the poli ise > or 
who force the alliance with Germany, ee vhe war against th 


tes 19 4, German ottachns began to come to Itely quietly 
at tTEee ‘and then with ever-increasing. Fascist backing. 


Besides the espionece orgenizetions solely for military infor- 
metion such as the "Tourist Agenci Chiari and Sommariva", with the 
seal "Chiariva” of which: mention will be meade latar. .; . ee se 
wellito remember that the political penetretion preceded the mili- 
tary one, and often, like the police, had no contacts with the 
militery branches of the ABWER. 


The center of the offices and the oréauhentions for Italy was 
at liunich, Bavaria, with « complete file system and erchives wheré 
every one of interest to Nezi Germany was scrupulously registered. 
Soecial attention wes naid to circles favorabl: to Germany and to 
those ready to become so with <« little coaxing. very Italian city 
was minutely searched for favorable and unfevorable circles. Names 
of intérest were dévided into three groups: 

lL. Nemes of use to the police and for diplomatic penetrc.tion. 

2. Nemes of interest in lncustrial venetration and exploitatim 

5. Names of interest to the Military deoertment, pointed out 

to the Lees of the ABER ESE the Amt Ausland Abwer in 
iteliien) 


hoie naturally WES th ie object of particular interest for ite 
exoeptional dinlomatic vnosition which was quite unique in having 
‘diplometic- representatives of every nation in duolicate, to the 
Ttalien Governzent and to the Holy See. 


In 1938 the work of the Italian center in Mundch. wes so well 
developed thet it could give tae German stete or. anizations an 
 @xact picture of conditions in Italy - puolic opinion, inerecse or 
decrease of Fascist populcbity, etc. ie give a.Zew of the opinions 


bist ere then asked at the Munigeh center end the corresponding 
‘repl es; eae 


To the question evout Ttelian public opinion in eo to . 
Germany it wes said th: t public opinion in Itely was contrery to. 
Nezi theories and even to Germany, especially after the’ massacres 
or 1954, end more still afiter .he occupation of Austria, 


In the middle classes enc in tne peorie there were treces of 
traditions end Hat ionel hatred.” 


only Paanlak circles end. those aristocrzts éevoted to Fascism 
Co: se be relied: upon to be userul. 


‘Bee, up these results ‘the work of Senatsct ie in Italy 
noreased « prey ody net at Boban: omg at wes exkemies Sy ‘ony 


| sesen: 2 nde. v vi: 7 ‘te speak 
et internel fitesisson 1 in ‘Germany, ‘but “Instecd began +4 Da at. @ up. 


a A FWE infcrment who in the past worked ‘closely wi th the ra 
an | igh COumend © writes the, Ped iowing.) 4 | 
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e _pighore of a cunhini fricndly Germany. desirous of “eoopercting 
or tik ayes of ‘Ttely. isos 


7 ‘seawater: plare of Pasoiet: ‘id aaa’ on the radio pen in 
‘the press mede the philo-Germans more hopeful of further. gains 
‘through incre:.sing German influence; end evcry attempt to. boy the 

incre: sing. flood of. propagenda by the simdie. facts of ital ae 
history Wes mm diately repressed by. ‘the ‘political Police. ae 


Es. ‘Itaty sk heeded tor ard suicide by Fescist will ene the com- 
| Slieity: or self-stylca intellectucls. Even military opposition — 
WES practically nil, the Royal Army - “hich distiguished itself so 
“well in the Last Worle Wer - having become the private property of 
the Foscist varty. to such on extent thet military honor end cignity 
Were buyied under « second fealty oath to Mussolini. Every officer, 

adcr co: Uision, bound hinself with « Fascist tessera.to the , 
Pescist | ferty. £4 so:1¢. of political merit was set up. This served gs 
besis for the formetion of the Commend units, leree cond. 3146.13, whid : 
showed. their tzue colors on tlhe occésion of the SAener ud surrender | 
to the Germens on 8th Sevtember 1943. | ) 


This surrender undoubtcaly had been pl=nned by the ‘Gebrmee: 


The idea, of course, as for all other things Italian, oris inated 
in the Munich Centez 


“The reason for the strenge ‘beh savior of some high office srs, the 


 dnexpiiesble cowardice of many Commands, the ambiguous attitude: of 


some dersonslitits » Eloitary and civilian, end ebove «11 the fell 
of well couijyped dositions, without the honor of @.single snot, 
would come to light if one could have & aeniedaial at che nost secret 
files of. the Itelicn Central in Munich, 

oe sighs 
£11 Events of the three yeers of war WEre ¢: erefull -y Dlenned 
in Munich. After July 25th, the veluable complicity of the Fascist . 
‘stete no longer possible,’ the Munich Central wernt into «ction 
using en equipment rerfected by yeers of preparation. For the. 
‘results, witness ‘the events which occurred to Italy's detriment. 
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The wees ado sted will be deseribed an a sepgratse separ. 
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Government could. obt ein 
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Le hasty. danielle of ‘an Arnistice, the: chaos whic 1 
5 redictury estimates of the military situation al- 
‘mans. tc attein their objectives two days after the 6th 
iting control of the cepiicl, the militery H.Q., the 
else, This. shows thet the Germans in the Spece 
(adage able. t..-recover from the blow which they had re~¥ 


‘ re 


, 


id's Gicinwiens made the Germens wild with rage, = 
Gt manded from the Italien. Government exnlanations. which they © 


2 


ot... Im the night of 26.27 July, Berlin sent special instruc- 
tions to the German noOlice attached tothe German Embassy and to - 


j}aqecial agents in Italy to find Mussolini. 


% 


The ace” was. too importent e card in the Gexmen geme for them. 


Aid 


‘to, acoe pt his loss wi thcut -a struggle. - Thus began the hunt for 


Mussolini by the Geziiens and it ended on 11-September 1943 with +:.- 
‘so-called liberation of the Duce on the Gran-Sesso. 
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se 4, a » , m, 4 a 


ier mexeree in Rome on 29 July in strictest incognito and 
ling of the (30th after having hed mysterious | 
S eberek ouwer Wattons, eo on i te é | , 


. + 


he notorious Dolmen was extremely active and it was a miste..2 
‘If this hed. been done in an unofficial 


ery which was about to take place would 
a under ‘control, and perhaps meny things would not 


ght have teken place in absolut: 
made to the appropriete authori- | 
omit chowt owover any Saet ion boing taken in the matter.. 


a : 


e al of the Germen clandestine organization 
War ich oo bs ned: " er Del: cum nox the Ambassador, nor 
cited. iu official re SEMA. ae 
wes ident 
ch nébody 
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od and is todey in liberated Teely. 
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totious Dolmenn qawes and net his secret dnbtdet there, and Himmler 
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stayed there subsequently, oF: course incognito. ) | 4 
In 1943. the. vensione served the pur po.ses of Hildebrandt. “This 


 |man- was in touch with the Verious German offices and his cover was 
‘Jexcellent. In this way he had contacts with the German Military. 
- [Mission to the Itelien High Command. This Mission was nothing more 


than the central service of the Abwehr in Italy or rather ‘of the ant 
Auslend -~— Abwehr in Ttelien, 


At the head of this office was an active officer, Colonel of 
General Staff Otto Helferich, Other contacts of the. hunchbeck were 


jmade. through Dolmann at. secret meetings in the Hotel Ambassador in 
jnon-registered rooms tc which were summoned at night the head of the 
\Italian police Chierici end the Undersecretaries of Heme Aifeirs, 
datas and Buffarini. 


These. mectings were made possible by the manager of the hotel 


Cavaliere Gelanti Tomesucci (probably now in Florence) who enjoyed — 


fthe | confidencé of the pcClice and was a member of the Fascist party. 


t was through these individuals that the Germans were able to. find 
ut where Mussclini was, and to obtain a great many Other items of 
Bsential information as regards petrol dumps, munitionsdumps, etc. 


‘Ithe latter were in fact among the = ‘Tirst CAknee, occupied on the 8th 


PP Rename 


oe 


The head of the police Wes able to give exact infermetion with 


regard to .the strength of the police force and the armaments availabl 
jin Rome, and also to give directions for the seizure of certein high 
lofficers who thus were not able ts put Up any Opposition to the Ger- 
mans on the 8th September, By means of subterfuge they also put the. 


police forces under German command. 
. 


7 eee normel cOunter-esnionage service came to a stendstill every 


time it was faced with questicns invclving the Germans, but the Anti- 
ermenia Service on the cther hend investigated matters in dete Al ang 
had to be careful egeinst disclosure even to Itelien Commanders. 


Doubt end suspicion. filled the eixr. Everyoody seemed to be eith 
ex an. agent or an informer or e German sympathiser and it wes in this 


mholesome abmosphere that Gi Anti-Germania service continued its. 
ork until 5 June, 1944. 


The notorious hiererch Ettore Muti was in close contact with — 
ildebrandt and l.arshel Kesselring but Lt. Teddei of the Carabinieri 


lerossea@ his p2th end the encounter was fetal for Muti-who was killed 


during 2. Clandestine necting with German parachute sections dropped 
at renee? | 


‘If many hed ected like Lt.. neddes the bth peowonber would not 


have’ been a fetal dey for Itely; it is a great stroke “i fortune that 


this »fficer Maneged tc vvaic the Gormene during the clendestine per 
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5 in ¢ érder to prepare general sedition; 3). fo sabotage or confuse all 
5 Italian armed .bodics by establishing obscure and doubtful contacts 
[with commenders’ and headquar ters; 4) to discover. end get. nossession 
ays Mussolini, whose personality was. indispensible for the setting ur 
. ee. r=) nupnet government Similer to that which existed in several coun— 
= trics in Furone. It. nust be admitted that these objectives were suc- 
_ jeessfuily attained, 


We must ask whet wes done to sterent the Germans resching thes: 
‘jobjectivess & simnie renly Gan be given to this question.. 


| °.. It is known from the above mentioned service called Anti-Germaria 
lend from the copies of the reports which it sent to the S,I.M. (Ser- 
vizio Informazione Wilitere) that the S.I.M., i.e. the High Command 
were dai ly informed both verbally and in writing of the German men— - 
Jace, It is not clear however whether the S.I.M. informed the Bedo- 
glio Government or not. and whether the heads -f the Army High Con 
mand were informed or not.. The archives of the Anti-Germania serv— 


fice are proof of ell this, end heave beon nreserved almost in ‘their 
pesne coy: 


| -We go on }herefore to disclose the true identity of the Munich 
agent, the nerson who had contect with }uti, with the head of the 
police Chierici, with the Under Sedretery of State for Foreign Af-. 
fairs Albini, with Buffarini-Guidi, with the Vommender of the Fes— 
cist Militia and with all the other dark ectors in the drema, not 
jexcluding certain military leaders to whom it will be neaessary to 
devate @ Sogcial chanter. This men, Commender F. Hildebrend}, aged 
42,. of medium high and with a slight yonghback, wes exceedingly in 
telligent end brazen. : 


| He arrived in Rome with the least nossibl, ai splay: esteblishe’ - 
himself et the Tensione delle Legazione in Vig Resike Fiena, soming | 
from Milan where he had orgenized and controjied worieus centres o* 
Snformation for the Abwehr, among which was the ¢hiara and Soumerty: 
Traveling 4. ~ency. 


oe This men speeks Italien, English end French extremely well and 
jis & most dangerous oerson because of his exoenticnal | ebility and 
jintelligence. | : 


‘The mode’t tenor of H;ldebrandt's life should not cause surprisc 
lfor. it is only in American detective novels that secret agents live 
lin grand hotels end ‘trevel in sumptuous motorcers with flashy women. 
In reality secret egents often live in boarding houses and private - 
houses and often trevel on foot. ! 4 


ae Our man had excellent cover. _ We find him as administrative dir-- 
be lector of. the firn Orenstein and Kottel, at Vie delle Terni 75. In 
ae ‘the same building which housed this fir>. ectually on the floor a- 
~ 1b Vey was the Tensione hallier with a second entrance in Via Torino 
as iil The Fensione haliier is an:o1d ‘eoquaintance. In 1934 the no- 
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‘8 death the ‘Germans rates their future ecamentey for 5 
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ation calling beck into military servit 
cist Hierarchs, issued by the government with the intention of princ- 
ing these peonle under control, in fact favored the German plans 
inasmuch as it put into the hands of Fascists the commend of many 
army units and even of whole divisions, 


The government struggled t: remein in control of the situati: -i 
but lost itself in the details of internal policy in crder to sat- 
isfy the anti-Fascists. The latter, suddenly coming to life on the 
26 July without “ussolini and without a Fascist Tarty, felt them- 
selves lions and gave themselves uy, to the most absurd reactions. 
| Warnings issued by serious people about the G,rman menace received 
; She answer that the dead of the. last rr oF Geribaldi or Mazzini 
j would help to drive the Germans out of Itely. 


ba 


+s This was vain rhetoric on the part of mediocre men who were 
also presumptuous and scared, but it obliged the Badoglio government 


to devote préecicus time to superficial questions raised by so-called 
partics scheming for power. ! 


Ancther help which the Ge rmans received was that General 
Carboni* was appointed head of the S.1I.M. and, unbelievable es it 
may seem; also head of the motorized Army Corps to which the defer.c> 
of Rome was entrusted. These two positions in complete and fetal 
contrast to each other annulled each oné's usefulness and the holc- 
ing of them both by one mar had the expected results. 


Was it chance? No it was not. Chance does not explain the 
‘failure of the S.IVM to function, nor why Home could not be liber- 
lated, nor why Mussolini escaped, nor a great many other stupefying 
jOccurrences, which worked to the advantage of the Germans. We will 
try to cansider these matters in their proper order and draw the 
{logical | conclusions from the course cf events. 
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SICILY - Aftermath of 19th October in Palermo 
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thes contents of this regort are | SECRET ana for information only. ) 
istry of the: Interior, end with ‘the well known Frefect TESTA. e 


un the 30 Aug ast) enother. high functionery formerly a treqient i 
visitor to Itely, svrived from Berlin to act as liaison between the 
. Contrale Italien. and the: Abwers: he wes et once’ identifica as ERNST 

WALTER, son of John and. ‘Josephine We alter, — born in: Vicnna on 16-0cto— 
por, 19415 domiciled in Neolcs. He alsc put up at. the: Hotel Ambes-~ 
ciatori where he Was din. daily conte 6% with a ac on ial Gorman 

“Ambassador, © ae } 


On the 28. gugiaeh in a room “yg the Hotel tsereios in Rome, 
Ger schow. was in confcronec with, four pcOple, one General VON RINTELEN 
and ‘the. other ‘three identified ¢ 28 follows: *- 


(a) HEIDSCHUCH, Enrico y : son of Fmil ‘and Marian Heidechuch, bora 
Bt: “achenheim on the 9 June.1895, x representing himself as-an employee, 
rosidcnt in Naples, with Identity Card.No.. 293208 5. issued at Naples 
on 20 January 1942: in reality e Lieutcnant Colonel in the service 
ot: ‘Amt. Auslend sbwer, ‘Kerl ape ice cakd head of the Dionststello LAS 
pt Naples. | 7 . 


(bo) .FLEIGEL, Ernst, gon. of Julius and vaala Letsbe,. born at. 
Rheda on 26: April, 1945, representing himself as a Director, resident 
in Budenest, with a German passport No.. 45/1943, issucd. by ‘the Germen 
consulate et Budapest on 8 Januery 1943; in reality a member ‘of the 
Gestaso, in contact with the well known Italian Ambassador ANFUSO. 


| (oc). ‘BAYER, Rudolf, son of. Friedrick and Brunau Ide, born at. 
-Borlin on 19 February. 19US, resident and coming from Berlin with 
pessport No. 19 8/43, issued in Berlin on 6 July 1943. ‘Tolice 
official of sige 8. S. to. the German Embassy, in Rome on a eDyes s+ 
mission, — a | 


Everything possible was done to cover this suspected meeting 
. end the Anti-Germania Service, at great danger and risk, installed 
ee micro—tclephone, ) 


| The conversation took place in en undertone and it was only 
+ oossible to hear disjointed sentences and the following complete 
|; sentences: | og 


SLE Se necessary to work swiftly end silently beceuse these 
p pigs of Italians are arranging for en armistice with the encmy, and 


as soon as possible ied wijl lay down their arms. and en See 
Sus." 


f _. It. was -keae- that something big was in the pir and that the 
a Germans had agents in many foreign end Italian circles. 


Res The. fact was et once Xeported to the S.I.M.- and 2 Lieutenant- 
— WWelonel said: "This anti-Gormania Service, steartcd by X, looks on- 
ithe black ‘side of things, It would be a good: thing. to do away with 

4t befcre we heve ‘trouble with the Germans." I identified this _ 

~ Yolonel of the Militery Intelligence verasia, those who escened on the 
(«3 pSantomber. 
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3 SECRET TeALO-oRmAN C LLABOBADTON APTER THE. 25 JULY | 1943, 


tap “PART IV. - SERI. Us RESULTS. AND PRAGIC ENQUIRIES , 


(NOTE Parts I. wee II of this report, which was supplied by a Right 
Wing eoTinbérator formerly employed by the Italian High Command, ar- 


peared in the Confidential Liberated Italy Consolidated Reports Nos. 
-37 and. 38. of 7 end 16 October, rdspectively, Fart III appeared in 
the. SECRET SUT: LEMENT to Consolidated Report, No. 41. ) 


ee. Daring the 15 days pretibaing the broadcast of the ebderneton 

e of an armistice with the United Nations, a series of events took 
place which were: not understood at the time and ‘which caused consid- 
erable | bewildernment. 


On’ the 17 August ‘the Italian High Command, S, IM. (Servizio In- 
formazione Militare), was informed of the fect that in Pistoia ele- 
ments of the Fascist Militia had set up a large depot of German arms, 
-and that a:Germen captain was in league with various armed Fascist 

+ @YOups, some headed by‘ army. officers in uniform. 


‘On the 20th August. it was also noted thet strong vetiteieenanne 
of the §,S. in‘civilian clothes arrived in Kome and were furnished 
with a complete list of all tho hotels, pensions; buildings, etc., 
wher c Germans were jiving, and a numerical summary of secret forces. 


un the- 23’ ‘sugust e plot was fliscoversa between the Armored Div- 
ision "Centauro", formed exclusively of Fascists, and German instruc- 
tors. A document revealed thet the "Centaurea" Division would ass 
at: the moment: X under German Oraers and would ogo sail in voguayene 

o pre-arranged positions, is 


The ififormation was correct, for on 8 September, this armored 
division went OV en to the Germans, 


“The Munich Centre played its. cards quickly. 


un the 1 August one of the chiefs of the Mynich Genter, a high 
functionary of the Gestapo and friond of Himmler, arrived in Rome ca: 
put up at the Hotel Ambascietori. He was. identified by. the Anti- 
Germania Service as Signcr Gerschow Waldemar, son of Max and Mar-’ 
gherite Steinmann, born at Mannhoim on the 3 January 1909, cerrying - 
a passport sts Ae, bial he Was 2 business man resident and coming 
from Milan. < 


Gersohow las in tough et once. with Paseist: elements: in the Mip- 
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"Tn contrast it is énnfirmed that General, Corbone fled, on. 12 
September, ebandoning ‘tie - /rmored Corps of whidH he was Comm 
and bringing . about the disintegration of the troops ‘andr’ his ‘Ccon— - 


‘manid «who, would undoubtedly have been able to ‘Light. ‘well and success= 


wr 
- ; ¢ ; ? ; * 
z ‘ - 
r s : 


> 


: " Re bidnang to the ‘situation: before the 8. September, ‘one ‘can truly 
say nat’ obsturé ‘forces and facts. just as obscure brought about the 

- tragedy which followed. One cen only suppose thet’ the Government was 

' not-informed of the German intentions through Secret. Service Channels, 

as ae otherwise. there. wo gld be. questions to which there are no answers. 


; at ¥ es : SF) | i 5 
we oF were. ro stexvs taken to neutrelize ‘the German action: which if. 
foreseen ‘could easily have been crushed? 


: 
é 


od. 
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Wh sin: spite of. ‘the. dgsnerate epnecle of the smell ‘but ‘active 


‘7 patie <Gormani a: Service, was no one. prepared ‘GO : recogni ze , thé gerious-~ 
ness sf the:actual. situation? : 


~ ‘ 4 
. 


.- Why: was-the head of the Counter Espionage stupidly given: the job 


fe "Of" finding Pie ville,. using. for this task: the men:of: the service at a 


they: were.nee led for more serious. matters,: even. 7) , the point 
“of rofuming. PNY, further informbtion sh i tad German. plans. 
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” Pnede “aie very serious: questions. . 


-... While the Government’ tried to “temper the inconclusive cletter 


of. “the: ladt-mimite ‘an tis fescists;and. bs liticiens, a net was being wov- 


. 


oS en in the nerve ‘centres. cof mesponsidle. and military ctreles, which 


® : 


orevented “Glo Ar’ thinking end. stifled the ‘military and natisnéel sense 
_ Of honor, bringing ebout.:the cate astro phe of ‘the ‘surrender of the 10 
| ‘September; prelpde: to. the disintegration of the military. forces and 


* the- destruction of. the netion' in the territory: under German control. 
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, a metave't the whol ¢ country, a on the 
her the Foy ani age Tolice authorities porggetee d a Gees m) 
tude ot commdots, “indifference. Reports and wannings of the ‘tr 
; - mendous events which were in preparation followed. aagh ot 
ever increasing | rapidity end: were completely ignored. 


fs ~ Phe: head of Counter Espionage ‘in ‘Rome, t8,: ‘do30nad Relemo de. ; 
the Carabinieri, ‘who réceived all ‘the reports from the pnti-Germanie 
Service, met X who was in cherge of the Anti-Germanie Service, and 
de i. ded to. Apke 6 f£irn anc energetic line wnd visit personally @en- 


eral Carbone, who had been SGM FRNYF A Read of Samee afew days mien 
Da alg 49 ; Tee ee 


4 ~~ «“ 


?his fe ‘dia and returned livid with rage saying that Generel 
Carbone, after heving listened to his report and references to the 
orevious wernings on the seriousness of the situation, interrugted 
him and orderéd him to drop the matter and to mobilize the Rome-Count— . 
er Fspionage te find a. luxuricus ville for ‘himself and. his son, Wher 
Lt. Calonel- -Talamo remained completely flabbergasted, he added that 
iff the ville was not found within a few deys he (Talamo ) would be 
dismissed from his- oosition as head of Counter Fegionage. 


rr > 


2 The wetter isso: fantestic as to be almost incredible, ‘and al— 
though unfcex tunately ae A Colonel Telamo was shot. by the Germans on 
the 24 March 1944, the fact can be confirmed by. his widow, who lives 
in Rome, : Vie Berracco No. 14, -and will Yemember the. outbursts of her 
-husband, forced es he: wes by General Carbone to become a Bouse egent, . 
while events ran to: their tregic. conclusion. 


| Lit: Col. ‘Palemo reported the outcome of his meeting with General 
Carbone ta. Ee. head of the inti-Germenia Service, and it was egreed 
that. his orders with regard to their German surveillance mistarsed not- 
be carried out as in fact they were HOGe 


| xX head confirmation of the brillient military ebb lity end honor 
of Generel Carbone when he saw him, on the 8 September, desert to the 
German enemy, leeving the srmored Corps of 34,000 men who under his 
: orders should heve defended Rome. 
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Lt. Col. Tealamo wes errested and shot by the. Germans. They. were 
able to identify him as an enti-Germen element on the denunciation of 
 Signora Carrer, a German spy of Swiss natio onelity married. to Salerno. - 
She was eble, with the help of a Lieutenant Colonel of the S. IeM. (the 
same who wished to abolish the Aanti-Germania Service) to become an — - 
agent in tho Itelian Counter Fspionage Organigation and wes thus able. 
to denounce Lieutenant Colonel Talamo. Ss, : 


he. said German Soy Cerrer, after the 8 Sente’ x 
on: a8 sccret= ry tc Lt. Col. Kepler of the 3.S at th " mbessy end 4 
eseisted at the interrogation of the unfortunate Telamo, arrested eee 
the $8 on. the ath October, , 1943: It Jee: been oe. confizmed - that: Pal- . ; 
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Bae a Pe ees ‘SRORET REPORT No. 42. 


(The contents of this rc>ort are SECRET ond for information ony) » 


| Seoretary aww. Silvio Kicale - | ae Palermo 
i | - - Dott. Paolo Cianci . . Syracuse — 
och ame ivv,.Gactano Romeo | | Catania | 
"  - .. Dote..-Giugeppe hintrexio | a Caltanissetta es 
Ate. P58 Sy 7 acces Poma Sa Traponi’ ° - 
Press Office fclandestine) - : = * 
Prof. ivve ‘Ulisse Galante : . Catonia 
Prof. ivv; Francesco Restuccic - Messina 
“Silvestre Longo — nae Mossina 
Dott. bicmccnien Gal lo Catania 


Pindooh’arosagette dabtrerea a political report at the Congross. 
Some of the =u of this cddress are: 


_. Peace Conference and shaping of the Post wer world 
"In his wsidiaies of 27 Key, Churchill spoke of on armed peace dic-— 

tated by the Big Pow ers to Europe, and failed to mention the part to 

be played by the smaller mations, His iden is thot the United States, 

Grest Britcin, and Russia should domimte the world, dividing it omong 

themselves. Such a programme “is mot devoid of den gors for the futtre 

cond this hans been emphasized ty other people. It has beon omphasized 

by o.man of high intellect, the Polish Premier, MIKOLASZYK, who stated 

thet all: states which hed suffered the consequences of war should play ao - 

pert in a durable pecce: I believe we ought to endorse the statements - 

made by Mikolaszyk. If we have suggested that «’ Siciliam delegation 

be admitted to the future Peace wotlecenss » 1t is not only to back ; 
lukolaszyk's ideas but cIso to solve the —,* problems of our own 

- land.” 


“Statements of lMinrio Verde and the British imbassador 


"Considerable cament has been made in the past few deys on statements 
of the imerican ond British governments denying any sponsorship of any move- 
ment cimed at the scparation of ony pert of Itely.. These statements are 
not new. They have a purely casual value. Wherecs some Seperatist 
groups had stated that they were sponsored by -morica, and other groups 
by Grect Britain, both powers denied these statements md could not do 
otherwise to sefeguard the loyalty of their own reciprocal relations. 

We are pleased with these stctenmts because they will help us to deny 

the absurd le gerd crectéd by sur memies to the effect thot our movement 

was financially subsidised by either Great Britain er imericc, . But the 

3 | de antoney froci our om actions, .morica and Groat Britain 
ntinue to be F interested in Sicily and it does not appear as if 

this interost sonatote 1 in kooping Stoily united to_Ttaly. 


bd 


Colonial phpive tions of Indepandont an 


"The participation of Sicily inthe Peece ae is necessary 
from nother ‘point of view. .4t this conference, tho future of all 
colonies will have to be settled, ond we con not but ‘be scchidean at such 
on owent. oe Se : is ~ 
: hos a righ to noe colonies tine hor county yen n are it : 
en ne or = hose coionics © are closest to Sicity anc d-vi th which 
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Rect hoe _ SECRET REPORT No.42.. 


of this report rS MESEBT ond for information only). 


SICILY 


_— 


‘Thore ay 0 be a : Sineued mieeabsinelnn of tho offcir of 19th 
dosobane - Phi is headed by Com. Iantiffi, Inspector General of the 
liinistry of Internal iffoirs: » who is aided by a Camittee representing | 
the Committee of Liberetion. This group is composed of Dr. Pasqiale - 
Cortese (Christian Denoerat), Prof. Giuseppe Montalbano (Cormunist), and 
‘Prof. Drago (Socialist). 


ss. notice. dated 21st October , has been posted throughout Pclermo,,. 
which bY decree of the Prefect forbids public mectings. To quote from 
it: "Because of the necessity of maintaining public order, any mecting 
or assembly in public places is forbidden until further notice. It is 
spabopaia that: 


ay From tho present date until « new decision is made, in the 
Province of Palermo participation ot. any meeting or assembly <n public 


places such as streets, squares, courtyards, otc., is forbidden. . 
(2) Jny violators of — decree vi 11 be punished under the lew, - 


(3) The officers end men of the public forces are chergod with 
enforoing tale decree." . 3 


" Soparctist Congres ot Taormina. 


Tho foklowing neterial is’ fran the JICA vineart on tho Separctist 
Congress at foorming . <8 . | | 


-. 


"The fo llowing leaders of the Movezont wore present:- 


On. Ringesklaspanetle ond Mrs: 
~antonino Varvaro ond Mrs.. 
On, Bruno di Belmonte 
On: Santi kindone 
Don Lucio Tesco. | 
On. Le Rosa _ eee 
Don Guglielmo Paterno Castello, President of tho Separatist 
. Youth League 
Mi Ll imaged ) Exporients of the Sicilian 
Dell'irica ! Communist Party - Separctist 
Cav, Céncotto Battiato, leader of the Sicilian Labourist Party 
Sige Calo gero vies, » leader of the branch of Soparctists which 
Os -oleins support of the United States. 


> 


The sireeclahts for the Ants was then appointed as follows: 


Prosident: : On. Prof. Santi Rindone Catania 
vi. Prosident: - On. . Luigi Le Rosa ) Caltagirone 
ee aed | Ing. ‘Edoardo Emilio Cancemi _ HMessino 
we. --: Dott. Cav. Lucio Tasca. | clon 
Dott. Frencesco ‘Pom: | 
One ‘Bruno di Belmonte 
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. (The contents of this report are SECRET an are for information only) . 


Debt Pearson, at is no Longer necessary cn modinbain. secrecy. ‘These ake 
stotements should be considered relinble in view of the close relationship 
_ between, Drew. Pearson and. the White House. Qn 27 Mey; 1944, Drew Pearson — 
thu rehill's. speech in the Commons inst week has thrown a new light on 
the sold bie! discrepancies existing betwéen him ond President Roosevelt. 
These discrepancies lie in tho future status of Sicily ond India os well as 
in the possibility of the Italim islands in the Moditerranean ‘becoming © 
British ‘Havel Beses,' 


9 


‘The fact. that Roosevelt ond: ‘Churchill aa: discussed ond are discussing 
‘the future status. of Sicily cloarly signifies that this future status ought 
to bo different than the actual status, that is it ought to be different than 
the status of unity w ith Italy, because otherwise there would be no reasons 
| for any disoussion” ) 


ee 


The Palormo Incidents of 19 October 


nt is with doep emotion that I notify you that a serious conflict - 
has throm all of Sicily into mourning, | Hungry youths to vhom the Italian . 
government has not been able to give bread or jobs, had started a peaceful 
. demonstration in front of the Profettura of Palermo. The Italian governmert 
-e@nswored with hand grenades ond machine guns of thc Sabaude Division. We 
' wish to express our indigmtion at such cow:rdly action", (shouts of "Down 
with the House of Savoy “the Itolian governnent is a govermmont of nue erers) « 


i. The ‘Sicilion Communi. sts then decided to send a tolenenm to Togliatti 
which reads: "The sicilian Communist Party represonteted ct the first 


Netionezl Congress for the Independence of Sicily chee ce the policy 
of the Unitarian government culminating in the cower aggression of wrkors, 


women ond children by the soldiers of the King who were armed by you". 
(Signed) E, Delltiria; General Secretary of the Sicilian Communist Perty. 


The next dey the Congress resumed its sitting md vcerious speckers 
took oat . Some of the moro pha ate comments : : 


isVV o » Millimogi (1éador of the Sicilian Communi st Party) 


3 ‘The’  candeee insists that the- new Sicilion stete be given a Repub ican 
_ form. He sid eure hi constitution of 4 government sit cs of four 
: here: ‘ 


Vee :  BeGkdeent of the Executive Comittec 
rn Minister for Intorior 
« Ministor of Press ond Propaganda — 
i Minister of Financo 
as rr oF Foreign iffaI lial 


ae ho: opebeie. te hailed by shouts of "Lot | us sot up 2) goverment”, but 
it is’ a aaa disapproved by tho Congress, : 


as 


ee Aen 


| ab Ante pi Piazza (Prosident of tho Palermo’ Court) 


—_ CU 
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| , This sposker nnnounces the ielinieiaiags of tho aseuciaeiih by tho et 
Sietites * ‘Chr oo vac an. D. re. 7 «ie recalls thet he ns been « Christian 
—* ls "Death to ae 


ee oe | eae se og notkeeiy of tho. senivchins Youth Longues. 
He station ‘thant 86. soofiions | Tere: ‘boon sot de on = ee that ben meetings, 
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The Sicilian a Problen | 


PE neldavé that tho solution to the Sicd lion problem wld tie. rere 
shortly; it will perhaps bo fowmd beforo the Pesce Conforence which. will 
then only have to. a “do facto situation", Me ee 

(SIGs. Annes: It is belioved that Hinsedhidro is peedeiinig. +0. a. 
possible coup d'ectet in which the Separatists would overthrow he: ‘Italien 
government in Sicily), : 
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The Bonomi Government 


- 
— ; ” 


"The | cadciad Italian goverment calls itself denocratic but it sa" 
not. a6 Togliatti is in Italy a8 a delegate of Stalin and Russio Bol-- 
shevism.,. Toglintti ond lionni are the powcr behind the’ Bonomi. Government. 
They are shrewd. They aro getting proparod, For the moment they are 
granting concessions only to tho Christian Democrats, but in due time 
théy will also throw these overboard, Once Milan, Turin, and Genm are 


the insta 


liborated i they will attempt o totalitarian conquest of tho. Bestrment and 


lation of a Red ictatorship. 


Tho Bonomi experience has failed. is ‘states: a) Boman. newspaper, 


fee nonths of democratic government. mve clearly demonstrated the 


capacity of the Italian democracy to rule me country” . 

Our movement is venneadicn steadily tows.rd its cime In every 
“uggs the propaganda committees cre collecting new members. . It is a 
whole people shi is flocking to us, The Unitarien parties in Sicily 
aré on the deéciine, We have seen Communi ats tonr up their memborship 
cords. end join our movement" . i ae i | Ce weirs, 


fho Political Partios which n_josaiod Soparoti, sm. 

“The adhesion of numer ous political partios to our movement is of 
comfort to us. They did not join the movement on. account of our political 
shrewdness as has been said, but only on a spontancous impulse of ‘froodan.. 
Of these parties, the Parti to Siciliano del Lavoro was the first. Thon 
come the Pertito Libercle Democretico Siciliano of which I am om a membor, 
the Sicilion Christion Democratic Porty, the Labourist Porty, the Sicilian 
Socialists, Sicilion Commuzti sts , and Sicilion - ‘Soodalist Communis t Party, 
reprosontative of our working classes y. 


=” / 


Conferences of Moscow, Teheran L, Cairo. quebee, _ - Statenonts ‘made. by Drew 


Pearson. ~ «i . Rs : pat ee, 
"We knew that Sicily had.boen mentioned : in tho wateannee of Moscow, 

Teheren , ‘Cairo: ond Quebec, and that. the exceptional importance of our. 

move ment had been énphasized, We also knew that some di sdgreomont - existed 


between the., iil “des cs to the future status of AieAly, but ess tho good 


of our own rony 36 1 we raneinod Gaorovt. 
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“‘Todey , 7 he wever $ after the statements made y the ssoriteon newepapernin 
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(The contents of this report cro SECRET and aro for information only). 


hove boen® held, that 60 monbers have been arrostod, ond 36 nombers younded 
ey vord ous. dnoidonts. i 


is ’ . a 


Ho concluded: "The National Committee of the Seperatist Youth 
Leeguos, » des not wish to discuss any Federalist progranme because it is 
end olwoys shall be fer tio totel and complete ‘indepondence of Sicily. 


ie shall fight until tho cnd. Wo shall fight in the hills 3, W we shal fi 
in the woods , wo will nover surrondor. 


End of material from secret JIC Report. 


. 


Through JIC. we have received informetion about a necting art Varvaro's 
house tn Palermo on 26 of October. 


_ at this meeting it appears that Finocchiaro «prile statod thet before 


the leaders of the party were arrested steps should be taken, and that the 
time for action had come. -This action is to be centered in eastern Sicily, 
ond Dr. Concetto Gallo of Catania is to be the linison between that part of 
the isiend ond Palermo. | 


Plans were mode to arcuse the followers of the movement, and a member 
nomed Guecio has left the city to pass the word clong to the member 8 inland. 


Ke wont first to .leamo, on area where thore are mny armed bands which sup- 
port the movement. He is expected back from his trip on 35l October. 


. 


The Scparctists cleim they have action squads rez ady, om ammunition 
dump, and a trensport sectim sot up; They also claim they have a fol- 
lowing in North ifrica. 

lhey have organized already to the extent of having embassies to 

effect reletions between the movement and the Holy Sce, ond the movement 
ond the Sovicts. The embassy to the Holy Sec, located in icireale, has 
beon working on propagende to intcrost Catholics in the mcvemerit and with 
considerable success. The erbassy-to the Soviots is located near Messina 
ond is trying to effect roletionus between the Separatists and Comnunists 
generally, with the oxccotion of Togliatti who is much ‘disliked by members 
of the movenent. 
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!8 oieture of @ v: ng? friendly Germany. desirous ee coopersting. 


s for tie) good ¢ of I “Tely: ile 
‘es aro SS continued blexe of Fascist promsennaa, on the wits: and. in 


the press made the philo-Germans more hopeful of further gains | 
“threugh. incre:sing German influence; and every attemot to stop the 

‘dnerec.sing, flood of. propagenda by the simile facts of Ittlim 

Restory was: immediately repressed by ‘the political police. 


“Ttaky. Ves headed tow ard: suicide ‘py Fascist wili end the com 
| ‘palette, of salf-styled intellectucls, Even rilitery opposition 
a prectically nii,. the Hoyal Army ~ hich dissignuished itself so 
| well in the last ‘World Wer - having become. the’ privete oroperty of 
the Fuscist varty. to such cn extent thet military honor end atgnity 
were buried: undet « second fealty oath to Mussolini. Every officer, 
uae or oo: ulsion, bound Linself with a Fescist tesscra to the — 
Fescist “erty. & sccle of political merit was set un. This served 
hela for the formetion of the Commend units, lerge end small, whid 


showed their tzue colors on tke occésion of ‘the’ rpenttec decal surrender 
to the Germens on 8th Se atember 9435, 


This surrender undoubtedly hed becn planned by the Gernans. 


The. idea, of course, as for all other thirks Italian, oririnated 
in the Mun ich Centex 


. “Me. reason for the strenge beh:ivior of some high officers, the 
: inexpliceble cowardice of many Commands, the enbiguous attitude of 
-BOmRE persons litics, tloitary and. civilien, and ebove <-ll the feil 
of.weil couipped positions, without: the honor Of &@ Single shot, 
would core to licht if one could have & ¢limpse at ae nost secret 
| files of the Itelic n Central in Munich. a 
: | the. ‘ 
; ~ ht évents of the three years of wer were cores fully. oheunaa 
in 1 Munich” ‘$fter July 25th, thé. veluable complici ty of the Fascist 
stete no longer possible, the Munich Central wWer.t into ection 
using en equipment »erfectcd by years of prenaeravion. For the 
results, ‘witness ‘the events. which | occurred to Itely's detriment. 
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Besides the saphannize orge nivationh sotnt 
etion such as the "Tourist Agenci Chiari and Somma 
seal "Chieriva" of which mention will be rade latgr. — 
welltto remember that the political penetration preceded the mili- 
tary one, and often, like the police, had no contacts with the 
militery branches of the ABWER. 


The center. of the offices and the. organizations for Italy was 
at Munich, Bavaria, with « complete file system and erchives wheré 
every one of interest to Nezi Germany was” scrupulously registered. 
Svecial attention wes »aid to circles favorabl< to Germany and to 
those ready to become. so with ¢ Little coaxing. rery Italian city 
was minutely searched for favorable and unfevorable circles, Names 
or intérest were Géyided into three groups: . 

1, Nemes of use to the police and for diplomatic penetretion. 

2. Nemes of interest in incustrial penetration end exploitatim 

‘5, Nemes oF interest to the Military derartment, pointed out 


to the he.wg of the ABER (later the Lmt Ausland Abwer in 
itellien 


home naturally wes the object, of particuler interest for its 
. exoeptional Alolomatic position which was cuite unigue in having 
Gdiplometic-representatives of every nation in duplicate, to the 
, italien Governivent and to ‘the Holy See, ’ - ee 


In 1938 the work of tue Italian center in Munich wes so well 
developed thet it could give tae German stete organizations an 
exact. picture of conditions in Itely - puolic opinion, ineve:se or 
decrease of Fascist populebity, etc. ‘ie give a few of the opiniona 


which ..ere tien asked at the Munish center and the corresponding | 
replies: eae ere | oe ee | Ba aa 


To the question ebout Itelian public opinion in regerd to 
Germeny it wes seid th: t public opinion in Itely was contrery to 
Nezi theories and even to Germany, especially after the massacres 
or 1954, end more still afiter -he occupation of Austria. 


: In the middle classes enc in the people there were treces of 
traditione1 end nationel hatred. Coe ye 


only Fascist circles ana those aristocr2ts <evoted to Fascism 
eoule be relied upon to be userul. | 
up. these results the work of penetration in 
“the net of personal ceein extended : 
influence was brought | to be 


, but Instocd Decan +0 bull 
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ae band he. 
late nily ‘would be GomRee) tes | throu 
with a ‘fait. accompli’, and assured t at it would 

st cnt forn, The Gernans were not part ha ly | 
Tht | ; yet it was from this quarter that came. ‘the blow 
ich ery ‘the: German eee ee 
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ee Crete he. 4s for. gublic Opinion, used 28 it wes to being moulded by the 
oe as: areas. end: rat 0 and standing in awe cf the not inecnsiderable Germe 
Bey ee armed forces, it would easily swallow °ne morc pill; the heads of % 
‘ese Munich Section wére convinced they cculd even provoke enthusiastic 
>.>. gOpular demonstrations. The pack of F,scist leaders would have bee 
pos oo only too glad to fall in line in order to keer thoir ncsitions., 
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| | | In view of the Careful preperation and well-known skill of the 


ee Germans in’ carrying out such Operations, there was every presnect 
oy smooth and easy success. © “9 


A 
aé 


ERM! OOIUR 


(2) “Whet may be called the internal Fascist plot had, apart 
a from the. object of nersonal defense, that of isolating Mussolini ane 
: forming a sce-called constitutional government from among ‘the same 
aS Fascist leaders, 10 had secured the approval of the Crown through 
i ‘Duke Aoquarene, It was thought that the King, faced with a decisior 
_  - of the Grand Council nosing as a National Assembly, would not only 
: obtain Mussolini's resignation, but entrust t9 the members of the 
council the formation of the new government. The new government 
wiuld then have broken off diplomatic relations with Germany,. and 
initiated negotiations for a separate peace with the United Nations. 


(3) The coun d'etat of the Crown, on’ the other hand, followed 
Bo out that of the Fascist leaders, taking as its starting point the 

| .  vwote of neo con? fidence in Mussolini passed by the Grand Council in 

y order to Carry out an energetic purge of all Pascists and form a Mil- 
; itery Government. The General Steff was to supnert the King by plac 
_ ,. ., ing the country under strict contre], Meanwhile the solit with Gern— 
a any would be reelized and at the Same time negotiations. for e sanar-. 

ate peace with the United Netions wuld be initiated. ee 
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‘The. three alots were nut into execution ainost simultaneously, 
a5 events followed one another in ranid successicn as follows: 


| eee ‘The Grend . Council met: during the night of 24 July, and goon de- > 
hee | genesakea into ¢ family squabble in which insults and vulgar abuse 
* . were hurled from side 2 side, Farinacci, feeling that all wes lest 


4 for him, Slinned out by a side door and sought refuge in the German 
Pics waead from which he later escaned wearing Germen uniforn. 


ee ee ee ee 


oe ee ee — 


~ 


ss Grendi's motion took Mussolini by sutprise, and the Grand Council 
was chliged actually to ass the vote of no onattagaes. in Mussolini . 


’ 


~)  . cht thie point: events ran away with the nlotters; and while the 3 
eee Pesoist. ‘Leaders were. showing the Xing the vote of no ¢6n: nfidence and 3 
oe gee wee to be celled,’ as agreed, to form the pelea ttm the | 

(. Kang sent for Mussolini, hed him arrested (having nerhaps’ heard of . — 
the German plen) and entrusted Bador slic with the formation of a new 


ee 
mani 5 
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a ee ee 


~ 


Bek government with military .twers. Rare ts pecan a. 


. : od , on 
c ¢ . ‘ 5 
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wig p xeyort cones. from a right wing. Jtalden- ebrteieen. 
Ly ——— by the Italian i nse Conmand. 


tags ‘This rendre ts the second in J eries of three. index the 
general. title "Secret Iselo-—German Ro lations etter “94 duly 1943," 
. £ third Denort is nromised, dealing with the German reactions » the 
situation deseribed at the chad >of the. following, and showin, 
| neane were aio nted by thom to carry out the subjestion of italy. ae 


The. meeting between Hitter and Mussolini a few days before the 
25 duly. marked the beginning of the cownfall of Fascism, and indeed 
that of the’. Ttalian nation, sounding thc siarm in the Negi camn. 


Hitler, alzosdy warned by secret reports of Italy's intention to 
orcak eway from Gcrmany, found it easy to. see through “ussolini, no- 
toriously impulsive and with his habitual lack of self-control ine 
ereaged still further. by the military situation. 


on Myasgolini' S xycturn tc Rome there: necurred +h we lis#known plot 
of the Fescist xingleaders, anxious only to nlace on hig shoulders 
all the responsibility in order to cerry out undisturbed their plans 
for 2 new government which w:uld fer be a now facade, . Ciano, Bot 
tal, Grendl, Peder zu ni, De Bono and others ther eforce got together for 
“the purpose sf oo. nvoking he Grand Council in order to throw out Mus- 
solini, seebibe him only soc minor: office or other in the government 
in order tc duceivé the “ebiae. By the terms “f Grandi's motion, 
» “ussolini would i nave relinquished the office ‘f. Supreme Commander of 
the A£¥med Forees and Head «f all farty Organizations, and been left 
merely with thet of Mani ster of State. ae 


But the unexpected happened. There was not only | one plot afoot; 
there were ectuelly three, cach quite indenendent of the others; gO 
that when. 61) throe went eff at once the exnlosion was such es to 
blow Fas ism t: 33 iS, overthrow the Duce and iaxe completely by sur—-— 
ntise all the ex RENEE SEOE Ms wher: certainly Never exnected such results, 


Lt this point it is necessary t. exolain what were (and what. re- 
sults were expected from) the three 80 strangely related plots, es- 
pecially as the final and completely unforeseen develdmonts erising. 
from them cleare d the ground for the secret Italo-German éollaboration ; 
and the powerful influence of the Italian Section of }unich, | -, 


(1) The German coup, prepared at Munich on the. model of similar 
plots, had been thonght out with the greatest. care, not only 
ler, but also .. the Ministry of Foreign Affeirs, | the General statt 
end the Political Folice having a hand in it. | 


‘ 


subste nee of it was as follows: By means of 2 carefualy pre- 
at movement carried out with: the bin & br qgen wee Oe s ‘One . 
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Phe felt of Flscisn the formation of thy. military govern— 
ment of Badolgio had cut’ off at aan rigs shes the | fawnin ly servile 
tedetions woich tk ist leaders, Ministers and 

ffered acecrdingly. 
: qua Pers, and a@tate offices the ac- 
sere e deference towards the Germans was re— 
“nleces | ey Sn sti of distrust. 


* 


ee = us. the ‘tly of information and with it the German control, — 
ceased te function, and it was at. t this point that the great network 
of agents, informers, nr -Gérmans, paid spies and those forced to 
work for the Nazis ‘by blackmail, ereated. cver a nexiod of years by 


the Munich Section, -ceme into oneration for the ‘grailual military and 
‘political occupation of Italy. — , 


* 


; 
' 


Of the greatest i importane ce, asfar as the present. survey is con- 
cerned, 


is the. pericd from 25 July to 8 September, 19-43.. During these 
45 deys the oresent- tragic state. of: the country was moving ever nearer 
‘despite. the Po vison but vain efforts af -the Batoglio government: to. 
“elear uh sefs, while public oninion and the gus dled anti-Fescists 

2 quarreling about the use of 'Voi'- and ‘Lei’, writing articles to 
the. newspaners | ebout changing the names of streets, and learning to 
salute by raising tt 
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ee ae. emo lset was “contd nuelly. moved around to ar e— 
Frans “ecu findiz Bie 


*  uavad 


: 
; 


‘who hedy ‘in ea Council, ‘set. the Spark to the 
erstruck by the results and were secon: fully occu- 


” 


one 


cvernment, which in the meantin. was carrying out by the agency of 
General C rbone. numerous arrests of Fascist leaders and generals of 
known Fascist ; end pro=-Germen, t endenciss. 


- 


Eel dies tatdey of their personal safety from the nem Badoglio. 


‘ 


The Munich Section was taken completely by surprise. There was 


- 0 giternative nien, as no one had dreamed that the King would take 


‘matters intc his. own hands. Thefts was thus an actual dluil during 
2 Italy might heve broken wwey from Nazi- Germany; but. she 
ernment, c aught un in the whiz lwind liquidation of Pascism, was too 
usy with home affairs, while the Ministry of Foreign iffaiss sould 
not be trusted as during the Fescist regime it hod become an associa- 
tion for omtrabend and “4 llicit speculation, | 


- . , 


Thus passed the Onnortune moment for winding Up: the Ttalc—Gernan 
alliance end. the ¥ynich Sectisn, with the active cooperation. of other 
secret German agencies, set tc work. energetically making un fer lost 


time as regerds the unexpected. develoment of the Italian: situation. 


, 


Here it must be pointed ut thet, whereas it is now eleimed that 
Fascism was liquidated by the more or less democratic forees of anti- 
Fascism, such assertions are disproved by historicel facts. 


> 


the seinful truth is thet the leuded anti-Fascists in Itely and 


abroad. learned cf the end cf Fascism | and the arrest of Mussolini on 
the morning af 26 July, and arose t: exploit to their own acventage 
the situction brought about without their knowledge, creating legends 
anc claiming non-existent virtues, without wih das in the slightest 
about the German menace which was gathering over Italy. 


‘ 


- “ ons 


A superficial view of politics, pergonal ambition and venity, 


the love cf poin less speeches and discussions, trammeled anti-Fas-. 
ism as they had pre’ tram: eled Fascism, and cleared the way 
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“that not. a : yth ing bh aa heir “position 
jcould be retri Aes tf foley Angee ec 9 with +e new. Italian ig oe 
jexmment, Fseentially it wes clear thet Itely wes now aiming eat 

| neace end. at ‘renouncing the Nazi -Pasoist alliance and. ‘the question 
i for “the | Germens wes to get. ain. first, oreatée sedition in Italy end 
; }ohange the. situation before the Italian Government could obtein 
[the ends which it had set itself, “pipe as : 


a *, e: 


| | eae 


followed and contredictory estimates of the military situation al- 
jlowed the Gexmans. to attain their objectives two daya after the 8tr 
e ‘September, getting control of the capitel, the militery H.Q., the 
Senks and. everything else. This shows tiet the Germans in the. Bpece. 
of 45 ‘days were. able t. recover from the blow which: ‘they had. re~ 


A 
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oe Re ar 


4 pentenn: on the i ~% July... ‘ : | one | , 


ll 


. > 


# ‘Wugsolini's dibanpearance made the Germans wild with Tege, and 
‘they demanded. from the Italien Government explanations. which they 


‘never. got. In ‘the night of 26.27 July, Berlin sent special instruc- 
‘tions to the German police attached to the German Embassy and to 


: Special agents: in. Italy to find Mussolini. 


. 


_ he Duce was too. importent. a card in the Germen gane ‘for Sher. 
‘to accept his loss without a struggle. Thus began the hunt for - 

Mussolini ‘by the Germans and it. ended on 11 Se ptember 1943° wi th 4. OR 
‘so-called liberation of the Duce on the Gran Se8s0. 


| Himmler ‘arrived ih Rome on 29 July in strictest incogni to enc. 
left again on the evening of the 3@th efter having. had mystexgoug 
anid secret conver setions. be 


as pee oe ae a a ee ae a 
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a eee The notorious Dolmann. was extremely active and it was a mistc..e 
not. to have arrested him. If this hed been done in an unofficial 


: l way ‘the whole train of treachery which was about to take nlace would) 
. fhave been brought. under control, and perhaps many things would not 


have happened. Dolmann's arrest might have taken place in absolut: 
seorecy; suggestions were in fact made tG, the appropriete authori- 
thee, wi thowt however any decision being. ‘teken in the matter, — 


d 
§ 


° 
. 


; The real. life end. soul of the German clandestine orgenisation 
dot. the. centre at Munich was neither Delrann nor the Ambessador, nor 
_Jother neo pic often mentioned: ox. cited in, official reports. This . 
|oexson was entirely unknown to anybody end wes identified only by 
a certein "anti-Germenia" service about whioh nobody was ox is jn- 
|formed.. a Mee ion ge att ae ee icy 


* 
. . 


Y tage During the first, pon of August the German attitude can be sum- 
|marisi Sliews: 1) To adopt an attitude of mistrust and cir- 
the Badoglio nent, and to attempt to gein 


ve] Pe ° cont ects with. Feacist @ lements and formatio ns 
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Recs tn fact, the hasty deoleration of an Arnistice,- the chaos whic: a 
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three ‘0 ‘elock ' he tragic Grand Cov te 
oars, Of She Gerarcht wy had ‘taken 6 


“after the noisy votin of the order of the day, 
yendi, and | the vote of no. ‘confidence in Mussolini which resul 
from it (approved by 19 votes in favour, 7 against, end one abs 


a te 


tion), the German agent in the bosom of the Grand Gouncil, Rod’ 
Farinacci, noted for not having taken nart in the Greek Wer of 19145- 
918, left Palazzo Venezia hurriedly, meking his exit by: 

He got into a German cer which was evidently waiting for this. neo- 


bused zed and syed hastily to the German “mhesey to make 


/ as ° 
* 7 ° 7 


It is: interesting to note that the order of the day pro, 
Farinacci, and receiving: his vote alone, besides oxo posing a vote of 
no confidence in ‘ussolini asked for complete. Gexyman control of Itely 
and - the handing over of the: Italian army to the Geymans. This order 
of the day in line with German plans was read, x 
‘wally withdrawn by Farinacci alone, showing in the mo 
manner that the Grand Council as a whole was distinotly against | 
‘man interference ‘tin Italy. | 


We have therefore reached the initial stages of that tregic 
race, between'three conspiracies (see Pa¥#.II)ii The 25 July will 
see the Fastist hierarchs informing .the Crown of the vote of no con- 
fidence in }usso lini a the. High v Vommand taking steps to. neutralize 
Pascitm; ‘His lajésty:the King receiving Mussolini at 16.45 hours ¢:.i 
ordering his errest by’ the Carabinieri when. he Léft the. pelace, anc. 
‘finelly the Germens, from 14.00 o'clock onwards patroling Via Case-a 
and Vie della Camilluccia in order to seize Mussclini, the latter 
being, expected to call as usuel on his notorious mistress Petacci 
in the Via della Cemilluccia, 


.., Phe Germans waited until the evening and -at the. first. Tague. ru- 
| mours ‘about the ‘resignation of Mussolini they understood they hed >een 
an’ ieipated in their intention, “Maxreover they oculd no .lon ex hold 
back Parinace. >: who wes seized by the fear of being captured by the 
2 ri. Ferinacci put on the uniform of ea Ge ‘men officer and 


owards the ncrth, escorted by 8.5. 


4 
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itometous bo inahn lived and net his pnires contact there, and Himmler | 

- stayed there. psd rc eg of course incognito. | 

eee ‘In 1943 the sensione served. the purposes of Hildebrandt. ‘This 

_ jman. was in touch with the various German offices. and his cover was 
. |excellent. In this way he had. contacts with the Germen Military 

f Mi Ssion- to the Italian High Gommand. This Mission was. nothing more 
|. pehen the. central service of the Abwehr. in Italy ox rather of the ag 

Ausland —~ Abwehr in Italien. in vet 

| —— the head of this office was an active officer, Golonel. of | 
Gene sral staff otto Helferich. - Other contacts of the hunchbeck were 

imede through Dolmann at secret meetings in the iHotel Ambassador in 

Sgt omycharning rooms tc which were summoned at night the head of the 

talian naclice. Chierici end the Undersecretaries of Home Affairs, 

. |albint and Buffarini.. : 


| These me stings were wade weit bie by the nanager of the hotel 

(Cavaliere Galanti. fomasucel ( probably. now in Florence) who enjoyed - 

_. the confidence of the police and was a member of the Fascist party. 
4It was through these individuals that the Germans were able to find 
jout where Mussolini was, end to obtain.a great many other items of 

essentiai information as regards petrol dumps, munitionsdumps, etc. 
The latter were in fect among the first things occupied on the 8th 

September. 


e« ’ ' 


| The head of the peli ce Wes ‘able to give exact infermation with 
regerd to the sirength of the police force and the armaments availabl 
in Rome; and else ta give Girections for the seizure of. certein high 
jofficers who thus were not able +. put Up any Cppcsition to the Ger—. 
mans on the 6th September. By moans of. subterfuge . they also put the 
police forces undex Germen command. 


i. 


fh¢ normal counter-esnionage service came to a standstill every 

time it. was: ‘féced witd quéesticns invelving the Germens, but the Antics 
Gernenia Service | on the cthsr hand investigatec mattcrs in detail and 

/' > iad. ta- be cexreful egeinst disclosure even to Italien Commanders. 


Doudt and suspicion fillea ‘the: air, Everybody seemed to be eith 
‘jex an agent ©r an informer or e German sympathiser and it wes in this 


- fanziho le some atmosphere that the Anvi--Gernanis service continued its 
work until 5 June, 1944. eae ‘ 


én Lee notorious hierarch Ettore vuti was in close contact with 
_ Bildebr = 2ndt and i.arshel Kesselring but Lt. Taddei of the Carabinieri 
jorossed., his neth andy the encounter was fetal for Muti who wes killed 


jduring e 2, glendestine mea Vine ws 8h Gernen ogy aenute sections dronped 
iat Frogene. | | | ack 


. If many hed ected like Lt: Teddei the Sih Santonter would not * 
have been. fetal dey for itely; it is a great stroke of fortune that 
. “hie: vtficer meneged te sveic the Gerrens during the. clendestine pers 

: *.- Rod. and. is. today in Jibsrated ltely. 3 
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in order to prep are dele sctition: +). To adie or ‘outifuiee. ell 
ftelian armed “podics by establishing’ obscure ana doubtful contacts 
: - commenders and headquarters; 4) to discover and get possession 


: jor Mussolini,” whose ‘personality was indispensible for the setting up 


of a ‘puppet government similar to that which éxisted in several coun- 


tries in Furone. It must be admitted tha 24 these Ibjcctives were suc=- 
cessfully attained. 


: We must ask whet wes done +0 prevent the ‘Germans reacking these 
Sos acet ves s a Simple renly can be given to this question. 


It is “known, from the above mentioned service called Anti-Germania 
end from the copies of the reports which it sent to the S.1.M. (Ser- 
vizio. Informagione Militere) that the S.I.M., i.e. the High Command - 
were dai ly informed: both verbally and in writing of the German men— 
ace. It: is not clear however whether the S.I.M. informed the Bedo- 

lio Government or not and whether the heads of the Army High Com— 
and were informed or not. The archives of’ the Anti-Germania serv— 


lice are proof of ell this, and have been preserved almost in their 
lentirety. | | | 4 | 


EE We go on therefore to disclose. the true identity of the Munich 
lagent, the person who had contect with Muti, with the head of the 


‘|police Chierici, with the Under Sedretary of State for Foreign Af- 


ai 


fairs Albini, with Buffarini-Guidi, with the Vommender of the Fas— 
cist Militia and with all the other dark ectors in the drema,; not 
jexcluding certain military leeders to whom it will be neaegsary to 
deyate a special chenter. This man, Commender F. Hildebrendt, aged 
42, of medium “high and with 2 slight hunchback, wes exceedingly in- 
jtelligent end brazen. 


[ He arrived in Rome with the least nossible atagleyi established 


himself et the Pensione delle Legazione in Vig Regine Fiena, s:0ming 
from Milan where he had orgenized and c:::iro}led Yarious centres of 
&nformation for the Abwehr ; among which was the ¢hiara and Sommarive 


jTraveling A, ~ency. 


a 


This men syeeks Italiay, English end French extremely well ‘ana 
is e most dangerous person because of his excentional ability and 


~~ 


inte lligence , 


The modest tenor of H,ldebrandt' s life should not cause surprise 
for it is only in American detective novels that secret. agents live 
tin grand hotels and trevel in sumptuous. motorcars with flashy women. 


In reality secret egents often. live in: boarding houses and private 
|houses and often ‘travel on food, 


* Our man had excellent cover. We find hin as administrative air 
Jector of the firm orenstein and. Kottel, at Vie delle Terni 75. 


the ‘eame ‘building whith housed - this firm, actually on the floor Rg 


| bove, was the. fensione Kallier with a second entr ance in Via Torino 
| 195. The Pensione Aallier is an ola ees, mh In BH? the no-— 


O 


ascist forces, which in fect today are call 


“” 


sguletion calling beck into military servite all the Fi 
ohs, issued by the government with the intention of bring- 
these people under control, in fact favored the German plans. 
asmuch as it put into the hands of Fascists the commend of many 
army units and even of whole divisions, — 


| | | } 

| Phe government struggled t: remein in control of the situatic 
but lost itself in the details of internal policy in order to sat- 
isfy the anti-Fascists. ~The latter, suddenly coming +0 life on tic 
26 July rithout “ussolini . and without a Fascist Tarty, felt them— 
selves lions and gave: themselves up to the most absurd reactions. 
Warnings issued by serious people about the G,rman menace received 
the answer thet the dead of the lest war or Garibaldi or Mazzini 
would help to drive the Germans out of Italy. | 


| This was vain rhetoric on the nart of mediocre men who were 
jalso presumptuous and scared, but it obliged the Badoglio governmex.t 


to ‘devote. precicus time to superficial questions raised by so-calic: 
parties scheming for power. 


Another héln which the Germans reccived was that General 
Carboni was anpOinted head of the S.I.°. and, unbelievable es it 
may seem, also head of the motorized Arny Corps. to which the defence 
of Rome was entrusted. ‘These two- positions in complete and fatal 
contrast to each other ennulled each oné's usefulness and the hold- 


ing of them both by one men had the expected results. 


_ 
, 


Was it chance? Ne it was not. Chance’does not explain the 
failure of the S.I¥M to function, nor why Kome could not be liber- 
fated, nor why Mussol&ni escaped, nox a great many other stupefyin: 
_joceurrences, which worked to the advantage of the Germans. We wiil 
i (EE tc consider these matters in their pxOper order and draw the 
{logical conclusions from the course cf events. 
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